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Though the second of the secret treaties with France 
had been concluded in Junuaiv, the ratifications were 
not exchanged till June, at which tune it is probable 
that Charles had consented to engage in the projected 
war against the States, and to postpone to an indefinite 
period the announcement of his conversion. Louis had 
already sent presents to the commissioners who signed 
the secret treaty at Dover ; he now sent Olliers to Buck' 
ingham, Ashley, and Lauderdale, who had sigued the 
second treaty in June. In tins theie was nothing 
unusual ; but, to bind the leading ministers more 
strongly to Ins interests, he granted a pension of ten 
thousand livres to lady Shrewsbury, the mistress of 
Buckingham; and, when a similar pension was de- 
clined by Arlington, bestowed a magnificent present on 
his wife*. The only privy counsellors entrusted with 

* Dalrv niplf, u. 81, 82. Buckingham, to enhance the merit of his 
wnrviecs. asserted that tlie Spaniards hud offered him 200,000/. Colbert 
VOL. XII. n 
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the secret of the king's connexion with Louis were 
Arlington, Clifford, Buckingham, Ashley, and Lauder- 
dale ; who formed the cabinet or cabal, m which, ac- 
cording to the practice introduced by Clarendon, every 
measure was debated and determined before it was 
submitted, for the sake of form, to the consideration of 
the council. 

l u . Of these ministers, Arlington, originally sir Henry 
Bonnet, had signalized himself in the civil war, during 
which he received a sal ire wound in the face. From Ma- 
drid, where he resided as ambassador from the king, he 
was recalled and introduced into the ministry by the ene- 
mies of Clarendon. To strength ot mind or brilliancy of 
parts he had few pretensions ; but he was an easy and 
pleasing speaker, was well acquainted v\itli the routine 
of business, and covered the deepest cunning under the 
most insinuating address. As the best bred man m 
the English court, he acquired the favour of the king 
and of the foreign noblemen whom business or pleasure 
brought to the capital ; and Charles, as a proof of his 
1 672. esteem, caused the lord Harry, afterwards the duke of 
Aug. Grafton, his son by Castlenmino created Duchess of 
1 Cleveland, to marry the daughter of Arlington, a most 
beautiful child only five years old. In the cabinet, the 
prudence of this minister shrunk from the responsibility 
of being the foremost to suggest or to defend n ensures 
of doubtful tendency ; and his timidity afterwards 
proved his safeguard. It was taken for moderation, 
and served to mitigate the displeasure and resentment 
of the people. He retained to the last the favour of his 
sovereign*. 

2°. The influence which Clifford, by his industry and 
eloquence, had acquired in the house of commons, had 

4 

obbenes. ‘‘.Te croib iju'il nVu est rien , mitis je crams que 1’appetit dr cr^ 

“ nouveau* rommissairrs ( Buckingham, Ashley, and Lauderdale) ne soil 

“grand” Ibid PI. By u singular coincidence, the initials ot the 

names ol the five ministers form the word “cabal” 

* Life of James, l. 398. (Mat end Pap. ni Sup. lxxxi. Evelyn, h. 372 
432. Maeph. i 48. Burnet, i. l/U. Clarendon's Lite, 181. 196. Work* 
ot Sheffield, duke of Buckingham, u. 84. 
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originally recommended him to the notice of the minis- 
ters : and, under the patronage of Arlington, he had ra- 
pidly advanced in preferment. He now held the offices 
of privy counsellor, treasurer of the household, and com- 
missioner of the treasury. He was brave, generous, and 
ambitious ; constant in his friendships, and open in his 
resentments ; a minister with clean hands in a corrupt 
court, and endued with a mind capable of forming, and 
a heart ready to execute, the boldest and most hazardous 
projects. The king soon learned to prefer his services 
before those of his more cautious patron*. 

3°. With Buckingham, his levity and immorality, Ins 
ambition and extravagance, Ihe reader is already ac- 
quainted. Even when he was considered the prime 
minister, pleasure formed his favourite pursuit. He 
turned the night into day, and indulged in e\ery .sensual 
gratification “ which nature could desire, or wit invent.*’ 
Charles, much as lie was amused with the lollies of the 
duke, frequently treated him with contempt his 
princely fortune (a landed estate of 20,000/ ) insensibly 
disappeared ; his mind became enfeebled with his body : 
and he lingered out the last years of his life in penury 
and disgrace**’. 

4° Lauderdale made it the great object of liis policy 
to advance his own fortune by securing the loval favour. 
He was ungainly in his appearance, and boisterous in 
his manner ; but Ins experience in business, his ready 
acquiescence in every wish of the sovereign, and the 
boldness with which lie ridiculed the apprehensions and 
predictions of his colleagues, endeared him to the mo- 
narch. It was not in Lauderdale’s disposition to allow 
principles, either political or religious, to interfere with 
his interest. A sincere friend to the covenant, he made 
it the constant subject of ridicule ; a violent enemy 
to the catholics, lie lent his support to every mea- 
sure in their favour ; and, with a strong predilection 

* Eveljn, ii. 386, *]. Pepys, Correspondence, v. 79* Macph I 48. 

t Unmet, i. J71. Mucpli. i. 40/. Eveljn.ii 355. Clarendon, i 36^. 
North’s Lives, t. 97 
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towards a limited and constitutional monarchy, lie fear- 
lessly executed in his native country the most arbituiry 
determinations of the government. For these reasons 
lie had numerous enemies among the dissenters, and the 
men of liberal principles; and, on another account, he 
had incurred the hatred of all the cavaliers both English 
and Scots. He was accused of having been a principal 
m the sale of Chailes 1 to the parliament, and of having 
received a eonsidciabh* port ion of the mono). But the 
elloits of his coumiymcu to hung bun into disgrace re- 
coiled on their own heads. The king remained his 
l’nenl; Middleton, the chief of his enemies, was re- 
moved from the government of Scotland, and that high 
office, after a decent interval, was bestowed on Lauder- 
dale himself. But his triumph sened only to multiply 
Ins enemies. The English cavaliers took up the cause 
of then* northern bretlnen, and waited with impatience 
for the favourable opportunity of gratifying their ven- 
geance by accomplishing the downfall of the Scottish 
favourite*. 

5 U . Sir Anthony Asliley Cooper formerly possessed 
the ear of Cromwell; at the restorat'on, through the in- 
fluence of Monk, whose friendship he had gained, and 
of Southampton, whose niece lie had married, he was 
appointed chancellor of the exchequer, and soon after- 
wards called to the house of lords by the ul.e of baron 
Ashley. "When Charles »aul of him that lie was “the 
“ weakest and wickedest man of the age,” the lung con- 
sulted his anger more than liis judgment. Ashley pos- 
sessed talents of the highest Older, but made them 
subservient to Ins passion and interest. As long as the 
royal cause promised to he successful, lie was careful to 
suggest the most arbitrary measures and to support them 

• Bum. I, i. 171 Chiendon, 51. Mistcl. Aul. 212 2d4. Pepjs, 154 
lu tli«> Scottish paihiiment, it h.ul li-oii agreed that n certain nunibei of 
ih'linqiienls should he incap.u hated Ooin holdm" office not opcuU by 
the minority ol totes hill secielly hy viayol ballot, to pi event himny 
feuds between the excludci s and the excluded A uion;; the Names was 
that ol Luuilei dale, lint Hhailes disajipio\ed of the prori ediiig, and ie- 
called Middleton See the pleadings beloie Ihe king in Miscel Aul 
lual 
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at the expense ofhbertyand justice: but, when the cur- 
rent lurucd, when the spirit of discontent, which ani- 
mated the house of commons, led him to anticipate a 
failure, he divested himself of his employment at court, 
and, coming forward as th ' champion of popular right, 
“ usurped a patriot’s all-atoning name.” But whether 
he served the king, or the king’s opponents, he was still 
the same character, displaying in lus conduct a singular 
fertility of invention, a reckless contempt of principle, 
and a readiness to sacrifice the rights of others in the 
pursuit of his object, whether H were the acquisition of 
power, or the gratification of revenue*. 

Of these five ministers, Lauderdale adhered to the 
Scottish covenant ; Buckingham, with all h is ridicule ol 
bishops and sermons, called himself an orthodox church- 
man ; and Ashley was sunposed to belong to no chir’ch 
whatever Of Arlington and Clifford, it has often been 
said that they were eatholes. But hitherto they had 
certaiulv professed themselws protestants, though, pei- 
haps, like mauyoilurs, ibi no better reason than be- 
cause protestantism was m fashion. For, during the 
revolutions of the last twenty years, the immorality of 
1 lie royalists, the cant of the fanatics, and the successive 
prevalence of coutraiy doctrines in the pulpits, had, 
especially among the higher classes, unsettled religious 
opinion, and rendered men indifferent to particular lovms 
of worship. It may, however, be that the knowledge of 
the duke’s conversion, and of the king’s sentiments, 
made impression on Arlington and Clifford. The lat- 
ter certainly embraced the catholic faith before the close 
of the Dutch war: Arlington continued a protestant till 
his last sickness, when he was reconciled to the church 
of Romct. 

These were the ministers, with whose assistance 

* Maeph. 70. l>alrvmple, o 13 Unmet, i 161, 5. Claiendon, 2G. 
24ft 

■I In May 1071, K'fK ii from ChlTonl's conversation “ biixpee'ed him .1 
“little of warping to Koine ’ f Evelyn, 11 341 382) III May 
ho is tailed “ a new comeiL” Lde of Janu s, 1 484. 



6 


CHARLES II. 


[CHAP. I. 


Charles determined to engage in the war against the 
States : a war from which he promised to himself an 
abundant harvest of profit and glory, in the humiliation 
of a republic, the prosperity of which held out to his sub- 
jects the example of successful rebellion; m the supe- 
riority which the trade of the British merchants would 
derive from the ruin of their commercial rivals ; and in 
the additional authority with which he would he himself 
invested at the head of a conquering army and navy. 
To obtain these results it was necessary to make the 
most gigantic efforts, and to provwle pecuniary funds 
commensurate with these efforts. An ample supply 
had been already granted by parliament; to secure the 
stipulated subsidy from France a third treaty had been 
concluded with Louis 1 *; and an additional resource was 
now discovered by the ingenuity of Ashley or Cliffords 
The reader is aware that ever since the time of Crom- 
well 1 he hankers and capitalists had been accustomed 
to advance money to the government, receiving in 
return assignations of some branch of the public re- 
venue till both capital and interest should be extin- 
guished. Hitherto the exchequer had maintained 
its credit by the punctuality with which it discharged 
these obligations: but now it, was proposed, 1°. to sus- 
pend all payments to the public creditors for the space 


• It, is plan ib.it ii third treaty was concluded in the beginning or 1672. 
Puliymple notices it as merely a Latin cop> ol the second treaty, signed 
on Feb. nth , but that it was ilillercnt in some points, appears from this, 
that the comma ud o! the English auxiluuies was given by it to the duke 
ot Monmouth ( Dalivin. n. 88) The seiners ol Montague, the English 
ambassadoi, wmo so pleasing to Louis on tins occasion, that he solicitedi 
('liuiles to send to the ambassador the older of the garter, and to allow him 
(Loins) the pleasure of piescuting it to Montague. (Euv. tie Lotus, v. 493. 
March 21, lt»72. 

+ It seems doubtful with whom tins measure originated Evelyn as- 
signs it to mi Thomas Clifford (I)iai y, ii 361. 3ft.i), piobably because he 
was chosen to lecotnmend it to the privy council. In Arlington’s letters 
it is attributed to lord Ashley ; also m the Lite of James, “ it was he 
" (Ashley) who advised the shutting up the exchequer.’’ Life, i 488 
See also llurnet, i. 532. Shaftesbury himself in a letter to Locke l Life by 
Lord King, i. 65.) gives some reasons whv, not he, but Clifford, should be 
thought the author of ;t; but the care with which he avo.ds a direct denial 
provokes suspicion that the charge was well founded. 
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of 1 waive months, which would permit the king to de- 
vote the whole of his income to the purposes of the war ; 
and 2°. to add the interest now due to the capital, and 
to allow six per cent, interest on this new stock, which 
would afford a reasonable compensation to the holders, 
for aii) inconvenience which they might suffer from the 
delay. Clifford, as one of the commissioners of the 
treasury, carried this project fiom the cabinet to the 
privy council ; he endeavoured to defend it on the 
ground of state necessity ; and requested that no mem- 
ber would raise objections, unless he were prepared to 
offer some other expedient equally productive, and 
equally expeditious*. Clifford was supported by Ash- 
ley; the council gave its consent; and the suspen I(i7i 
sion was announced by proclamation to the public. It 
stated that the safety of the kingdom rendered it neces- 
sary to forbid the payment of any money out of the ex- 
chequer in virtue of existing warrants and securities, 
but promised that the creditors should receive “ interest 
“at, the rate of six per cent. ; that no person whatsoever 
“ should be defrauded of anything that was justly due, and 
“ that the restraint should not continue any longer than 
“ one yearf." By this iniquitous act, a sum of about 
1,300,000/. was placed at the disposal of the ministers: 
but the benefit was dearly purchased with the loss of 
popularity and reputation. Many of the bankers, who 
had placed their money in the exchequer, failed ; a 
general shock was given to the commercial credit of the 
country, and numbers of annuitants, widows, and or- 
phans were reduced to a state of the lowest distress^. 

In this attempt the five ministers could not fail of 
success ; in the next they met with a signal defeat. 

It was known that in the month of Maich a fleet 
of Dutch merchantmen, laden with the commerce of the 
Levant, would pass up the Channel ; and a resolution 

* Temple, li. 181. 

+ Declaration. In the Savoy, by the kind’s printers 

l L. Joum. xu. 526. North, Examen. 37. Parker, 121. Marvell, ii. 

475. 
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was taken to capture them as lawful prizes, without any 
previous declaration of war. To the objection that such 
conduct would resemble the rapacity of the pirate and 
the highwayman, it was replied, that arrogance and 
avarice had led the Hollanders to trample on all Ihe re- 
ceived usatres of civilized nations, and that they could 
not reasonably complain, if they received m return such 
treatment as they had already inflicted upon others* 
The Si ates, ho\ve\ er, were not t o he taken una wares. The 
immense preparations of Louis had opened their eyes to 
the danger which menaced them ; and the recall of 
Temple, who had negotiated the triple league, with the 
h>71. mission, in Ins place, of Downing, a man so hateful in 
* )c j ' Holland, that he fled hack to England to escape i he ven- 
1672. g eance of the mob +, taught them to suspect that Charles 
Feb. was the secret ally of the French king. Under this im- 
6 prcssion, they were careful to furnish protection to their 
merchantmen, and to acquaint their naval commanders 
with the possibility of a sudden ruplure between the two 
nations. The task of intercepting the Dutch licet had 
been intrusted by the English ministers to Sir Robert 
Holmes, who received orders to take under his command 
all the slops which he should find at Portsmouth, or 
Mar. should meet at sea. Holmes, at the back of the Isle of 
Wight, saw the squadron of Sir Edward Sprague, which 
had recently destroyed the Algerine navy in the Medi- 
terranean ; but, unwilling that another should obtain 
any share in the glory and profit of the enterprise, suf- 
fered him to pass by. The next morning he descried Ins 
object, sixty sail of merchantmen, many of them well 
3 armed, under convoy of seven nien-of-war. Van Nesse, 
the Dutch admnal, saw the design of Holmes, and so 
admirably did he dispose his force, so gallantly was he 
seconded h> the officers and men under his command, 
that he completely battled all the efforts of his enter- 

* See tlit* question discussed in l\nker, 12 1. 

■f Downing ymis sent to the Tower lor Ins cowardice. Tcnqile, ii. ISO 
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pri' in"- opponent. During the night the English admiral 
reecn cd a reinforcement ; in the morning he renewed the 
action : and at last succeeded in cutting off one man-of- 
war and four merchantmen, two of which proved of con- 
siderable value. The failme was certainly owing to the 
presumption and ambition of Holmes. To Charles it 
became a subject of hitter disappointment, both as it 
diminished the pecuniary resources on which he had 
reckoned, and as it covered him and his advisers with 
disgrace: for both his subjects and foreigners united 
in c mdemmng the attempt, which they would probably 
have applauded, had it been crowned with success *, 

During the last war with Holland the counsels of 
government had been distracted, and the most serious 
alarm had been repeatedly excited, by the close and 
dangerous correspondence between the foreign enemy 
and the malcontents within the kingdom. Since that 
period the number of the lat’er bad been multiplied by 
the intolerant enactments against the dissenters ; and, to 
apply a remed) to the evil, llie king’s advisers determined 
to c.nry into execution his favourite project of indulgence 
to tender consciences. Willi this mow, a declaration was 
published, stating that the experience of twelve years had Mar. 
proved the inetlicaey of coercive measuios m matters of h">. 
religion ; that the king found himself *■ obliged to make 
“ use of that supreme power in ecclesiastical matters 
“ which was not only inherent m linn, hut had been de- 
“ dared and recognised to be so by several statutes and 
“ acts of parliament ; ’’ that, it was his intention and re- 
solution to maintain the church of England in all her 
rights, possessions, doctrine, and government ; that it 
was moreover lus will and pleasure that “ all manner of 
“ penal laws in matters ecclesiastical, against whatsoever 

* .l.umj'., 1 43P Macph Pap l. 58 Marvell, n 478 Heath, 582 
Not\'i1b-1 iriilin^ this attach, both patties faithfully obsejved the pro- 
^ "ion m the heut\ ul Iberia, that, in case ol a iiiptuie, the slaps unit 
merchandise hclniiuui" to the subject*. ol eitliei party, ami existing hi tin* 
j'oris and lernton <f the other, should not be molesU'd I’m six niontlis 
the naies, meices, et bona qinoMs niotabil.a qua* m portihus el ditiuiie 
juirtia adveisa? lime ii.de ha*reieetcxtaieriepulic;identui Dumont, \u. 47 



10 


CHARLES II. 


[CHAP. I. 


“ sort of non-conformists or recusants, should be from 
“ that day suspended ; ” and that to take away all pre- 
tence for illegal or seditious conventicles, he would 
license a sufficient number of places and teachers for the 
exercise of religion among the dissenters, which places 
and teachers so licensed should be under the protection 
of the civil magistrate ; but that this benefit of public 
worship should not be extended to the catholics, who, if 
they sought to avoid molestation, must confine their re- 
ligious assemblies to private houses 

This declaration, like the former, had been mo\ed in 
the council by Clifford, and seconded by Ashley : the 
provision respecting the catholics was added to satisfy 
the scruples of the lord keeper. By the public it was 
received with expressions of applause or vituperation, as 
men were swayed by interest or religion. Its opponents 
complained that it tolerated popery, and consequently 
idolatry ; that, by affording encouragement to schism, 
and the opportunity of meeting to the factious, it must 
tend to weaken the stability both of the church and of the 
throne ; and that it claimed for the king a power sub- 
versive of a free constitution, — the power of dispensing 
with the laws. In reply, it was contended by the ad\o- 
cates of indulgence, that religious opinion was beyond 
the control of government, and that no people could be 
powerful abroad, as long as they were divided by dis- 
sension at home ; that the public exercise of tneir worship 
w F as still forbidden to the catholics ; that the indulgence, 
by removing religious discontent, was calculated to 
strengthen b)th the church and the throne; that no 
claim was set lorth by the king, which did not by ancient 
usage belong to the crown ; and that, of necessity, tlio 
power of dispensing with the law in matters ecclesiastical 
grew out of the ecclesiastical supremacy, and in civil 
matters, out of the very nature of government: for no 
form of government could be perfect, in which the ex- 


* Pari. Hist. iv. 515. 
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ecutive power did not possess the means of providing for 
the exigencies of the state during the intervals when the 
legislative power was not assembled : that to dispense 
with the penal laws respecting religion had been the 
practice of every sovereign since the reformation ; and 
that the king himself, during the late war with Holland, 
had suspended the trade and navigation acts without 
exciting contradiction or murmur. The result showed 
the power of interest over principle. The dissenters, who 
had been m the habit of confining within the narrowest 
limits the pretensions of the crowm, gratefully accepted 
the indulgence, and presented by their ministers an ad- 
dress of thanks to the king; while the ardent friends of 
orthodoxy began to dispute their own doctrine of passive 
obedience, and to think that the prerogative ought to be 
fettered in those cases, in which it might operate in op- 
position to their own claims and prepossessions *. 

In a few dajs appeared the English and French de- 
clarations of war. Louis w r as content to assert that, 
after ihc many insults which he had suffered from the 
arrogance of the Slates, to dissemble his resentment 
would be to detract from h»s glory. Charles condescended 
to enumerate the several causes of his displeasure, the 17. 
unwillingness of the States to regulate with him ac- 
cording to treaty the commerce of the two nations in the 
East Indies, their perfidious detention of the English 
traders in Surinam, their refusal to strike to his flag in 
the narrow seast; and the repeated insults which had 
been offered to him personally by injurious medals and 


• For these paiticulars aud reasonings, see Porker, 251 — 8 Pari. Hist 
i\. App xli. \lii A i ling ton to Gascoign, 66. James, i. 455. Itisoften 
said, but ceilainly without authority, that the lord keepei refused to nut 
the seal to the declaration, Ilad this been the case, he would probably 
have been dismissed in March instead of November. 

t The m collations on this subject show th.it the king claimed as a right 
wliat the Hollanders would yield only as a compliment Parker, 106—9. 
“ You must always .know my mind and resolution,” says Chuiles to 
Downing, “ is not only to insist upon the having my flag saluted when on 
” their very shot es (as it was always practised), but in having my do- 
“ million of the seas asserted, and Van Ghent exemplarily punished.’ r 
Jail. 16. 1672. Loid King’s Life of Locke, i. 76. 
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defamatory publications. It was his duty to maintain 
the honour of his crown, to preserve the trade and com- 
merce of the nation, and to protect from oppression the 
persons of Ins subjects. But, if this consideration com- 
pelled him to appeal to arms, it was still his intention to 
“ maintain the true intent and scope of the treaty of 
“ Aix-la-Chapclle,” in all alliances which he “ had made, 
“ or should make, in the progress of the war, to preserve 
“ the ends thereof inviolable, unless provoked to the 
April *• contrary In a few days the king of Sweden, the 
■** second party to the triple alliance, acceded to the designs 
of Charles and Louis, and, under the specious pretence 
of preserving the peace of Germany, bound himself by a 
second treaty, to make war on an*y prince of the empire, 
who should undertake to aid the States m the approach- 
ing war between them and the king of France T. 

The Dutch were the first at sea : and Do liny tor, with 
seventy-five nien-ol-war, and a considerable number of 
fire-ships, stationed himself between l)o\er and Calais, 
to prevent ihe intended junction of the French and Eng- 
™ lish fleets. The duke of York could muster no more 
than forty sail at the Nove ; but with these he contrived, 

•Pari Hist. iv 512 Dumont, vii Ifi'l, 4. "Yet," says Marvell, 
" it is us clear as the sun that the Fienili had b\ the treaty of Aix- 
" la-Chapelle agreed to acquiesce in then loiiuei conquests in Flandeis, 
** and th.it the Lnglish, Swede, and Hollander, weie ieci,no:.ilIy hound to 
11 he aiding against wliomsoevei should disl uih lliat re/'' turn ” (Mar- 
^ ell, ii 482.) This, though it has ln-en repeated hundreds ot times, is lur 
from being an accurate exposition of file transaction. Tlu* leal object of 
the tuple alliance was to compel the clowns of France ami Spain to make 
peace on the h mis already offered by France, and to guniantee to Spain 
the provinces in the Netherlands wIulIi should remain to liei after that 
peace— Taut porn aider a faire linn par leur intervention la gueive qui 
s’estoit alors ullumee entre les deux conrouues, que pour guaiantir nussi 
le plus fm lenient el cthcacemenl, que faire si pomroit, hi paix. — The 
peace wan accordingly made at Aix la-Clupelle, and the kings ot England 
and Sweden, and the Stales, signed the act ot guarantee— prumettent par 
ces presenles de guaiantu le dit Haiti* — and promised if boms were, under 
any pretext whatever, 1o invade any of the lerutariea belonginu to Spam, 
— uuciiu des loyanmes, estuts, pays, on sujets du Itoy catholvqu* to 
employ all their loices. in resisting the aggression, and obtaining lcparnlinn. 
See the act of guaranty in Dumont, vii 107. In the treaty between Louis 
and Clmilos, the treaty ot Aiv-la Cliapelle was confiimed, aud no infi action 
of it took place during the war. 

f Dumont, vii. 165). Miscol. Aul. 68. 70. 
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under the rover of a fog, to pass unnoticed by the enemy, May 
and, proceeding to St. Helen's, awaited tlie arrival of the 
French squadron under D’Estrees. The combined fleet, 
now sailed in search of the enemy, whom they discovered 
lying before Ostend. But the prudence of De Ruyter i<*. 
refused to engage even on equal terms. Availing him- 
self of the shallows, he kept his opponents at bay, and 
baffled all their manoeuvres with a skill which extorted 
their admiration. At last he reached Goree, and the 
duke returned to Southwold hay, that his ships might 
take in their full complement of men and provisions *. 

In a few days, De Ruyter learned, from the captain of 
a collier, the situation and employment of the English 
licet. He suddenly resohed to become the aggressor, • 
sailed from Goree m the Gening with his whole force, 
and would probably have surprised his enemies at anchor, 
had it not been for the sagacity of Cogolm, the com- 
mander of a French frigate. That ollicer, on account of 
his ignorance of the coast, had cast anchor during the 
night at a distance of some miles from Southwold bay. 

At the fir>t dawn he descried tw r o Dutch men-of-war of -&• 
equal force, which immediately brought to, and stood 
from him, and, concluding from these motions, that the 
main body could not he far distant, he discharged his 
guns m succession as a signal. James immediately 
ordered every ship to get under weigh, and lake her 
station in the line : but the wind was easterly, and the 
tide to leeward, and not more than twenty sail could 
form to meet the enemy. The duke, with a part of the 
red squadron, opposed De Ruyter, and the licet, from the 
Maese ; the earl of Sandwich, with part of the blue, Van 
Ghent and the fleet from Amsterdam. D Estrees re- 
ceived Banker with the ships from Zeeland : hut both 
stood under easy sail to the southward, and, as they never 
came to close action, sulfeied comparatively but little 
injury t. 


* James, i. 457—61. Miscrl. Aul. 69,70. 
f Jdrm*s, i 461—5. 
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Seldom has atiy battle in our naval annals been more 
stubbornly contested. The English had to struggle 
with a bold and experienced enemy, and against the 
most fearful disparity of force. Their ships were so 
intermingled among the multitude of their opponents, 
that they could afford little support to each other: still 
they fought with the mo^t desperate courage, hoping to 
protract the action till they could be joined by the 
remainder of the lieet in the hay. About eleven o’clock, 
the duke’s ship, the Prince, of one hundred guns, had 
lost above one-third of her men, and lay a motionless 
wreck on the water. Having ordered her to be towed out 
of danger, he passed through the window of the cabin 
into his shallop, rowed through the enemy’s lire, and 
unfurled the royal standard uf the St. Michael, of ninety 
guns*. 

The earl of Sandwich, in the Royal James, repeatedly 
beat off the enemies by whom he was sm rounded, 
carried by hoarding a seventy-gun ship which lay athwart 
his hawse, and killed Van Ghent, the commander of the 
Amsterdam squadron : but, after an engagement of 
eight hours, the Royal James became unmanageable; 
of two lire -ships which approached, one was sunk by 
her guns, the second grappled her on the larboard side ; 
and in a few minutes that noble vessel was enveloped in 
flames. The duke, from a distance to leeward, t-aw the 
blue flag towering above a dense column of smoke, and 
ordered the Dartmouth, and a number of boats to hasten 
to the assistance of the crew. Between two and three 
hundred were saved ; the rest, with their gallant com- 
mander, perished in the waves t. 


• Ibid. 465, 6. So afraid woie tlio sailors of fire-ships, that tin* duke ex- 
pressly foi bade llic name to be mentioned during the actum II any man 
iaw a fire-slnp appmaching, he was ordered to communicate his suspicion 
in a whisper lo the nearest office l, 465. 

t Ibid 467, 8. He appuars to have hud a presentiment of his fate. 
When Evelyn (ii. 269) took leave of him, the earl said, he should see him 
wo more. “ No,” he added, “ they v\ ill not let me live. Had J lost a Jleet 
“ J should have faicd better. But bo it as it pleases find. I must d<» 
'* something. I know not wiiat, to aive my reputation.” Kvelj u tells us 
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During the afternoon, the other ships joined the fleet, 
and the combatants began to fight on a footing of 
equality. About five it was rcporlod to the duke, that 
the St. Michael could with rliffioully bo kept afloat, on 
account of the injury which she had received in her 
hull; and trusting again to his shallop, he transported 
his flag to the London. De Ruyter was the first to 
shrink from the conflict. He sailed about teven to 
overtake the Zeeland squadron ; and most of the Eng- 
lish took the opportunity of joining D’Estrces to leeward, 
while the duke, with fi\e-and-twenty sail, remained to 
the windward of the enemy. Thus terminated this 
bloody and obstinate engagement. While wc give due 
praise to the conduct of the Dutch admiral, and to the 
bravery of his men, we must not forget that, with all the 
disadvantages of surprise, and wind and tide against 
them, the cool and determined courage of the English 
obtained the victory. They lost one, their opponents 
three ships of the line*. 

In the morning, the two divisions of the English fleet 
joined, and it was determined to proceed to the Nore ; 
but m a short tune De R u\tcr, who had sailed to the 
southward, re- appeared ; and James ordered the line to 
be formed, and made the signal to bear down on the 
enemy. They immediately fled: a general chase was 
ordered, and twice the Dutch ships, which had been dis- 
abled m the late action, were on the point of falling into 

that Monk and ClifToid were accustomed to describe tilt* call's caution as 
cowaidice, and that the words in italics allude to his expedition to Ber- 
gen. May they nut allude to the conduct uf Monk, ns if he had said: Had 
I, by excels oi coinage, lost a licet, as Monk did, 1 should have lined 
bettei ’ — " lie dined,” t»ays Sheffield, duke of Buckingham, “ in Mr 
" Dtgby’s slop the day before the battle, when nobody dreamt of fighting, 
“ and showed gloomy discontent, so coutiaiy to his usual cheerful humour, 
" that we i^en all took notice of it ; but much more afterwards." Works, 
li 14. 

• Ibid. -4G8— 471. “ The duke of Yoik himself had the noblest share in 
*' this day's action : for when Ins ship was so maimed as to be made in- 
“ capable oi service, he made her lye by to refit, arid went on board 
“ another that was body engaged, wheie lie kept up his htarulurd till she 
*' writs disabled, and then left her for a third, ui order to renew the fight, 
“ which lasted from break of day till sunset." Works of Sheffield, duke 
of Buckingham, who was present, ii. 15. 



16 


CHARLES 1J. 


[CHAP. I. 


the hands of the pursuers, and as often saved by tlie 
timely intervention of a fog. On the second day the 
M ,;;y Dutch found a secure shelter within the Wierings ; and 
the English fleet returned in triumph to the river *. 

By land, the storm, which had so long menaced the 
States, soon burst on their most distant frontier. Louis 
had placed himself at the head of more than one 
hundred thousand men, and was assisted by the coun- 
sels of Condo and Turenne. Orsoi, Burick, Wesel, and 
Rhinbcrg, fortresses on the Rhine, m the possession of 
Dutch garrisons, opened their gates ; the river itself was 
passed near Schenck m the face of the enemy; Arn- 
lieim, Naerden, Utrecht, DaveiHer, Zutphen,and Nime- 
guen submitted ; three out of the seven provinces were 
torn from the republic, and the Flench outposts esta- 
blished themselves in the \ minty of Amsterdam!'. At 
first tlie States seemed to abandon themselves to de- 
spair : they were roused to exertion by the approach of 
the enemy, and the sympathy of Europe. The Louvc- 
stein faction, hitherto the ally of France, sunk into in- 
significance ; llie prince of Orange was declared cap- 
tam-geneial of the army, and admiral of the fleet; pro- 
mises of succour were obtained from the emperor, the 
king of Spain, and the elec' or of Brandenburg: and 
attempts were made to detach Charles from his alliance 
with the French monarch. The king, indeed, began to 
wa\er. The success by sea had not answered hi expec- 
tations: the conquests of Louis* threatened to \ ■ ■ .’oke a 
general war in Christendom ; and a rupture between 
France and Spain would not only overturn the tieaty of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, but also deprive bis subjects of the 
Spanish trade, the most profitable branch of British 
commerce. With his son, the duke of Monmouth, who, 
at the head of six thousand British soldiers, served in 
the French army, were joined, as plenipotentiaries, 

• James, i 4/5. 8 

+ Foi the progress uftlic French armv, see Qiuue de Louis, in KiO— 
248. 
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Buckingham, Arlington, anil Savile, lately created j une 
viscount Halifax. The three latter repaired to the 1‘2. 
Hague, where they assured the States of the pacific dis- 
position of their sovereign*, and thence, accompanied 
by deputies, hastened to the camp of the French 
monarch at Hecswick, where, in union with Monmouth, . , , 
they signed anew treaty, binding the two kings to act g 
in concert, and never to conclude a peace hut by joint 
consent. The separate demands of Charles and Louis 
were then communicated to the Dutch ministers. 
Charles, on his part, required, as the basis of peace, the 
dignity of stadtholder for the prince of Orange, the 
honour of the flag as an acknowledgment that England 
was mistress of the narrow seas, the yearly payment of 
10,000/. for permission to fish on the British coasts, in- 
demnification for the charges of the war to the amount 
of one million sterling, and the possession of Flushing, 
Gorcc, and the neighbouring fortresses, as security for 
the payment: Louis offered to restore the three pro- 
vinces which lie had conquered, on condition that the 
States should cede to him such places as they had for- 
merly wrested from Spain, and such part of their terri- 
tory as lay on the left bank of the Rhine ; should pay 
to him an indemnification of se\enteen millions of 
livres ; should yearly offer linn a gold medal m acknow- 
ledgment of his forbearance, but m reality as a satisfac- 
tion for the insulting medal which they struck at the 
conclusion of the triple alliance, and should grant to 
their catholic subjects the lice exercise of the catholic 
worship*. The States, at the persuasion ot the prince 

*Wlion Buckingham assured the dowager pnncessol Orange, ihatlhoj, 
the anibassaduis would not use Holland like a mistiest hut hue hei life 
a w ill* ; she replied, Vra\mcut p* cioy que vous noun ajme^ cmniiie \ous 
u\ me/, la \otie ” Temple, ii. 2(50 

t Dumont, vii. 205. !>. 8 Miscel Aid. 71.7*2. In the united and the 
neigh bom mg pro\ luces the catholics and piotestanls weie intei mixed in 
con sidei aide mini hers, and the mlolei nice ol the Stites induced them, 
wheie\er then lnllueuce extended, to abolish the exeinse ol the catholi*' 
worship This was met with b'nuUi niLulenuiee un the ether side , and 
tne i!icon\enienceb aijsing horn such a stute of (hull's induced the pioto*- 
tant eletUn ot lhundeuhurg, and tlie catholic count palatine ot the Hluiie, 
VOL. XII. C 
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of Orange, indignantly rejected these proposals. They 
opened their dikes ; the country was placed under 
water; and the progress of the French arms was sus* 
pended. 

From this moment the war began to languish both by 
.sea and land. Louis left the camp for his capital, and 
while part of his army was employed to retain posses- 
sion of his conquests, the other portion marched to the 
Rhine to observe the German princes, who were arming 
in support of the States. At sea, De Ruyter had the 
prudence to shun a second engagement , and the duke 
of York cruized m vain off the Dogger Bank to inter- 
cept the East India tieet, which found shelter in the 
river Ems. Charles, however, continued faithful to his 
engagements with Louis, and, to mark Ins satisfaction 
A pnl with the conduct of his ministers, he had raised sir 
Thomas Clifford to the peerage, by the title of lord 
2^‘ Clifford of Chudleigh ; created lord Arlington earl of 
Arlington ; lord Ashley earl of Shaftesbury ; and ho- 
noured Buckingham and Ailinglon with the order of the 
garter. For a while Shaftesbury seemed to monopolize 
the royal favour, so delighted was the monarch with the 


fertility of lus invention, and the fearlessness of his 
courage. Charles deemed himself bound in honour to 
shelter the bankers, whose money he had locked up in 


to conclude m tins spnng a treitx of eqnilihle adjustment, by whuh the 
chinches wcic divided between the two communions, and j. ovisum was 
«nad*» foi then icspeetiw numstcis out of the propet ty hamei'y belonging 
to the clergy in the duchies of (flexes, Juliers, and llerg, a.iu the counties 
of M.uk and Rjvensberg (Dumont, \ii 171— lilt ) Louis, following the 
example, demanded lor tin* catholic- within the temtorv of the States tile 
u-e of one church when* there were two, and the peinussion to build 
uuother when* tlieie wan only one. with a decent piovision lor the clergy- 
men out of the old chinch property, 01 some oilier fund. (llnd. 805 .) 
This demand, however, gave occasion to the opponents ot the court lu re- 
present Chailes as leagued with Louis 111 a crusade for the establishment 
of popery : and, to excite greater 111 nation, they informed the public that 
the principal church in each town was demanded lor the catholics, (bur- 
net, 1. 560 ) Another falsehood spread at the, time was, that lamis assured 
the States that he, would nmke peace if they accepted his conditions, 
w hether Charles were satisfied or not. (Marvell, 1. 492 ) Yet the con- 
trary i 1 * the truth In at tick* xin. he declares that the acceptance of his 
conditions wilt not be sufficient ; they must also satisfy the king of Eng- 
land, before peace can be made. Dumont, 206 . ' h 
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the exchequer, from the pursuit of their creditors. They 
applied for protection to the court of chancery ; hut the 
lord keeper hesitated : he doubted whether it were a 
case m which he ought to interfere; and Shaftesbury 
seized the occasion to represent him to the king as an 
old dotard unequal to his situation. The hint was taken ; Nov. 
the seal was transferred from Bridge man to Shaftesbury ; 17. 
and the new lord chancellor soon exposed himself by Ins 
vanity arid self-sufficiency to the ridicule of the bar as 
well as the odium of the people. Instead of the sober 
and decent robes worn by lus predecessors in office, ht j 
appeared on the bench in “ an ash-coloured gown silver- 
“ laced, and full -ribboned pantaloons displaced.” In 
the procession to Wcstrninster-hall to open the seal, in- 
stead of being conveyed in a carriage, lie rode on horse- 
back ; and the king’s counsel, the law-officers of the 
crown, and the several judges, were compelled to accom- 
pany him in a similar manner, to the great annoyance 
of some among these reverend personages ; one of 
whom, Mr. Justice Twisden, by the curvetting of his 
horse, was laid prostrate in the mire. In his court he 
professed a sovereign contempt tor ancient forms ; his 
orders were made with rapidity, and fashioned after his 
own fancy : for a few days the counsel did not interrupt 
him; but he was afterwards so harassed with motions 
for the explanation and amendment of his orders, that 
he grew ashamed of his precipitancy, and the imperious 
reformer gradually sunk into the tamest judge that ever 
sat on the bench. Mindful, however, of the charge 
which he had brought against Bridgoman, he was care- 
ful to stay the proceedings against the bankers in the 
inferior courts; but, at the same time, with a prudent 
regard to his own security, he appointed a distant day 
on which he would be ready to hear counsel against this 
injunction *. 

• James, i 481. North, 38. 46.57.8.60. It weie, howevei, nnf.ur t<: 
tun it the praise allotted to him by an enemy.— 


C 
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The elevation of Shaftesbury made a vacancy in the 
commission of the treasury. Charles dissolved the 
hoard, and at the recommendation of his brother, gave 
Nov. the staff of lord high treasurer to lord Clifford. The 
*>■ fi lendsliij) winch had so long subsisted between Arling- 
ton and Clifford was instantly broken. Arlington 
charged him with ingratitude, with having by Ins in- 
ti igues supplanted Ins patron and benefactor. But the 
king commanded them to be fi lends. He exculpalcd 
Clifford. The refusal of the staff to Arlington arose, he 
asserted, from his own kindness for that nobleman; 
fiom a wish to spare him the disgrace and mortification 
which ho would have entailed upon himself by his want 
of sufficiency and resolution *. 

It had been expected that in October Charles would 
apply to the parliament for money to enable lnm to open 
the exchequer in January ; and the States flattered 
themselves with the hope of a powerful opposition on the 
fK-t. part of the commons. To their disappointment, the two 
houses were prorogued till February, and the suspension 
of payment to the public creditors was continued by pro- 
clamation for another half \ ear. Shaftesbury improved 
I he interval to add 1o the number of bis dependents in 
the lower liou-c. During the prorogation se\eral mem- 
bers had died ; some had been called to the house of 
lords. Instead of waiting till the parliament assembled, 
he issued writs out of chancery for new ele< hcu«* ; these 
writs, with recommendations from the court, were en- 
trusted to the hands of the persons whose return was 
desired; and they, availing themselves of the oppor- 
tunity, in general secured their election. It was, how- 
ever, observed that almost all, whether designedly or 
not, were dissenters, a circumstance which awakened 


In ImlpI'* courts ne’er sal an Ahelhdin 
Willi nunc rii-ccinmg eyes or hands more clean ; 
rnlnibcil, unUiuj'ht, the wretched to icdress, 

Swili of despatch, and eut»y ol uccess 

JJryden, Aba and Arhtf. 

* Compare James, i. 482, with Ewdyn, 11 386. 
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the anger of the cavaliers and the churchmen ; and a 
resolution was taken to dispute the legality of the writs, 
and consequently of the returns. Colonel Strangeways, 
an old cavalier of the first opulence and influence in the 
western counties, whoso friends had been defeated in 
four instances by the arts of Shaftesbury, placed him- 
self at Ihe head of the opposition*. 

At the opening of the session the king and the c han- i67:j. 
eellor successively addressed the two houses. Chailes Feb. 
was an ungraceful orator, but. on this occasion lie spoke 5 - 
with an ease and dignity which surprised his hearers. 
Shaftesbury dilated on the dilferent topics which had 
been mentioned by the king. He justified the declara- 
tion of indulgence, and the shutting up of the exche- 
quer; he assumed that the war was popular, and that the 
pretensions of the Hollanders were so inconsistent with 
the rights of Great Britain, that “ Carthage must he 
“ destroyed he ridiculed the jealousy of those who 
feared that the army raised on account of the war might 
afterwards be employed against the liberties of the coun- 
try, and solicited a plentiful supply, to disappoint the 
expectations of the enemy and secure a speedy and pro- 
fitable peace t. 

1 °. The first object which occupied the attention of 
the commons, w as the legality of the writs issued during 
the prorogation ; and in this they obeyed the command 
of the king, whether he already began to withdraw his c>. 
confidence from Shaftesbury, or was desirous to pro- 
pitiate the men who had displayed so much devotion to 
ins person. That the chancellor had acted according to 
the precedent of former times, was certain : the claim 
set up by the house, that the order for the writ must 
originate with the speaker, could not be traced to an 

• MMceI.Aul.79. l’aiker, 262 4 Nmth.56 

t L Journ. 523—6. Miseel Aul 98. " Shaftesbury express.-a lu 

“ Locke the vexation which he felt at being rnaile the organ of snrli sent! 

11 ments.'’ Loid King’s Lile of Locke, i. 63 Hut lie considered h.mself 
ap speaking the king’s sentiments, and therefore not responsible for what 
he saul ! 
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earlier period than the year 1G40; and it seemed reason- 
able to conclude, that, like the other prerogatives of the 
crown, this had also boon recovered at the restoration. 
But the house of commons has never surrendered a 
privilege which it has once exercised : it was contended 
that numerous inconveniences would arise from the 
right claimed by the chancellor ; and a resolution was 
passed that the elections wore void, and that new writs 
should be issued m virtue of a warrant from the speaker. 
The disappointment opened the eyes of Shaftesbury to 
the real character of the prince whom he served. He 
saw that Charles was fonder of ease than of power, more 
disposed to conciliate than to compel, and more likely to 
sacrifice an obnoxious minister than to put down a fierce 
and stubborn opposition *. 

Feb. 2°. The house proceeded, in the next place, to the 
7. consideration of the supply, and, by an unanimous vote, 
fixed it at the amount of 1,200,000/., to be raised by 
eighteen monthly assessments. For this liberal and 
unexpected grant Charles was indebted to the exertions 
of the two leaders of the opposition, Garroway and Lee, 
who did not escape the suspicion of having sold them- 
selves to the court, though their friends endeavoured to 
account for their conduct on the specious ground, that 
they deemed it politic to hold out to the king so large a 
sum as a temptation to Ins indigence. He had assured 
them m his speech, that “ he would stick to Ins declar- 
ation of indulgence.” They meant to put his resolution 
to the test. If he yielded, the money was at his com- 
mand : if he persisted, no steps would betaken to perfect 
this previous vote +. 

• C. Jouin. Feb. G. Pari. Hist. iv. 507 — 12. Paikei, 262 — 5. Oileuns, 
242. 

■f Com .Tourn. Fob 7- Burnel, ii. 13. We are, however, told l>y North, 
Dint sir Thomas Lee, Mr. (i.irrowny, and sir Thomas Meres, “ the bell- 
wethers of the country paitj,” obtained places in the customs, admiralty, 
ami excise, tor their occasional compliance with the court (p. 4.%) ; and 
lord Dorchester asserts that Lee received for his services on this occasion 
the sum of bOOOJ , which one of the clerks of the treasury brought in a 
hackney-coach to Kleet-dih.li, where Lee met him. At a Bignal they 
stopped, changed coaches, and drove away. Burnet, ii. note. 
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3. The country party now directed all their efforts to 
procure the recall of the declaration. Of the indulgence 
itself they affected not to disapprove ■ their objections 
went to the form. They were willing to extend relief 
to the protestant dissenters, but it must be done in a 
parliamentary way. The royal authority was bounded 
by the same limits in ecclesiastical as in civil matters ; 
the king might remit the penalties of the offence, but he 
could not suspend the execution of the law. By the 
courtiers the claim of the prerogative was feebly sup- 
ported on the ground of necessity ; because the power of 
dispensing with the law must reside somewhere ; other- 
wise numerous cases might arise during the intervals of 
parliament, in which the welfare, the very safety of the 
state, would be sacrificed to an impolitic and unreasonable 
jealousy. After a long and adjourned debate it was re- 
solved by a majority of one hundred and sixty-eight toFi-b. 
one hundred and sixteen, that “penal statutes in matters 1 {) - 
“ ecclesiastical cannot be suspended but by act of par- 
liament V J and this ’^solution -was embodied in an 1 
address presented to the king. Charles required turn 
to consider the question, and then replied, that he was j 
sorry they had questioned his ecclesiastical authoni), 
which had never been questioned in the reigns of his 
ancestors ; that he pretended to no right, of suspending 
any laws concerning the properties, lights, or liberties of 
the subject ; that his only object, m the exercise of Ins 
ecclesiastical power, was to relieve the dissenters; and 
that lie did it not with the intention of avoiding the 
advice of parliament, but was still ready to assent to any 
bill which might be offered to him, appearing better cal- 
culated than his declaration to effect the ends which he 
had in view, the ease of all his subjects and the peace 
and establishment of the church of England. But this 
answer was voted insufficient ; and a second address in- * ?(>t 

* C Journ. Feb. 10. Yet Ilurnet d-scubes it as “a very unanimous 
u resolution," li. 6. 
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formed him that lie had been milled by his advisers, 
that the power of suspending statutes in matters eccle- 
siastical had never been claimed or exercised by his 
ancestors ; and that his faithful commons prayed from 
his goodness a more full and satisfactory reply to their 
petition *. 

IYk By Charles this second address was received as an 
- 7 * insult. He declared that he would dissolve the parlia- 
ment rather than submit to the dictation of his opponents. 
Shaftesbury, Clifford, Buckingham, and Lauderdale ap- 
plauded Ins spirit; and the duke of York, though he 
differed from them on most subjects, concurred with 
them in this. Concession, U was argued, had been the 
ruin of the father, it would prove the ruin of the son ; to 
bend in one instance would ouiv lead to additional de- 
mands. Let him assume a detenu mod and authoritative 
tone ; let him show that he would never resign a single 
right of the crown : the opposition would then melt away, 
and the proudest of his opponents would learn to crouch 
at the feet of the sovereign. Animated by their discourse, 
Charles ga\e lmnself credit for a degree of lesolution 
which he did not possess ; and, when Arlington con- 
jured him to yield, scornfully rejected the advice of his 
timid and tinie-semiig counsellor. It was determined 
to oppose one house to the other. In a short speech to 

Mar. the lords, the king complained of the encroachments of 
h the commons, ordered their addresses and in , answers to 
be laid on the table, and solicited the advu o of the peers, 
the hereditary counsellors of the crown. Clifford spoke 
with his accustomed boldness ; but Shaftesbury, who 
began to doubt of the result, betrayed a disposition to 
court popularity. His individual opinion was, he said, 
in favour of the prerogative; but he would not venture 
to place it in the balance against the authority of so 
august a body as the house of commons. After a long 

* C Juurn, Peb. 14, 24. 2G. L. Joum, xn 540. Purl. Hist. iv. 518—34 
46-51. 
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debate, the lords resolved, without a division, that the AUr. 
king’s proposal to seltle the question in a parliamentary 
way was a good and gracious answer*. 

The public had watched with intense interest these pro- 
ceedings in parliament, and many thought that they 
discovered in them the certain prognostics of a second 
civil war. By the States the hope of a dissolution was 
cherished: thus the aul of 1, 200, 000/. would be inter- 
cepted, and the king be compelled to conclude a peace, 
or to adopt the defensive system which hud been attended 
with indelible disgrace in the late war. The sagacity 
of Louis suggested to him the apprehension of similar 
results. By tins order Colbert waited on the king, re- y 
presented to him the disastrous consequences of a breach 
between him and the parliament, exhorted him to yield 
for the moment, and promised, on the return of peace, to 
aid him with men and money lor the pui pose of recover- 
ing the rights, which he might be induced to surrender. 

The resolution of Charles was already exhausted by its 
previous efforts: he willingly listened to the counsels of 
*he ambassador; and the promise of money, always 
welcome to his indigence, was gratefully accepted; but 
as far as regarded military aid, that, he said, should never 
h > solicited by him against his subjects, unless be weio 
reduced to the last extremity by another rebellion. The 
same evening, sending for the deolai ation, he cancelled 
it i y the presence of the ministers, and the next morning K 
forwarded a solemn promise to the lords and commons, 
that “what had been done with respect to the suspension 
of the penal laws should never be drawn into conse- 
quence.” The two houses testified their joy by acclama- 
tion ; and in the evening numerous bonfires illuminated 
the streets of the metropolis t. 

^ L. Journals, xii 539. 543 Dalrymple, ii 89. Orleans, 240 Burnet, 
ii. 7. 8. There is, however, in Burnet's u.m.Uive, so much mnjueHtionahly 
false, that it is difficult to judge what may he prolmbly tiue. But his ac- 
count of Shaftesbury’s speech is confirmed In tlie lord keener Guildford. 
Dalrymiile, ii 90. 

t Dalrymple, ii. 93— 6. L. Jouni. xii 549. 
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4°. It may excite surprise that the dissenters did not 
rally round the throne, in defence of a measure, in 
which their interests were so deeply concerned. But it 
was an age in which religious antipathies exercised an 
unbounded influence over the judgments of men. The 
knowledge that the duchess of York had died a catholic, 
the suspicion that the duke of York, the presumptive 
heir to the crown, had embraced the catholic faith, and 
the fact of the alliance with France, a catholic power, 
against the Dutch, a protestant state, were confidently 
brought forward to prove the existence of a most dan- 
gerous conspiracy against all the informed churches ; the 
declaration of indulgence to tender consciences was re- 
presented as the first of the measures devised by the 
conspirators for the accomplishment of their unholy 
purpose ; and the dissenters weio exhorted and solicited 
to surrender the advantages which it promised them, for 
more secure, though, perhaps, less extensive relief to he 
granted by act of parliament. These arguments had 
weight with numbers : their jealousies and apprehensions 
were awakened ; they consented to sacrifice their per- 
sonal interest to the general good, and joined in the 
popular cry, which demanded additional securities for the 
reformed taith A . Of these securities, the first, regarded 
the small force lately raised to be employed on the con- 
tinent. It was remarked that, Fitzgerald, the major- 
general, and a few' other officers, were cathores, and lliat 
Schoenberg, the commander-m-clnef, though a cahimst, 
was not onl> a foreigner, but also held high rank in the 
French army. Why, it was asked, were such men 
selected for the command '* Did there not exist an in- 
tention of employing them, at the conclusion of the war, 
to establish popery and arbitrary power ? To remove 
these fears, an address was voted, requesting the king to 
discharge fiom the army every officer and soldier who 
should refuse to take the oaths of allegiance and supre- 
macy, and receive the sacrament after the rite of the 
• Guildford apud Dalrymplr, ii. 91. 
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church of England ; and to admit no man, thereafter, into 
the service, who did not take the oaths before the first, 
and the sacrament before the second, muster. Charles 
returned a satisfactory answer* ; and the anti-catholics, 
elate with their victory, proceeded to urge the exclusion 
of those who were the objecl * of i heir jealousy from civil 
as well as military offices. The suggestion of a test for 
this purpose came to them from a quarter whence it was 
not to have been expected, — from Arlington, the reputed 
papist. But to Arlington it presented several advan- 
tages. It would remove from him the suspicion of catho- 
licity ; it would enable him to gratify his resentment 
against Clifford ; it would bring once more within his 
reach the treasurer's staff, the great object of his am- 
bition ; and it would serve to screen him from danger, 
by creating in Ins favour an interest among the popular 
leaders. By them the proposal was gratefully accepted, 
under the expectation that such a test would solve the 
question of the duke of York’s religion, and, by stripping 
him of office, exhibit him to the people m a state of 
political weakness and degradation. Neither did the 
chiefs of the court party prove more hostile than their 
opponents to a measure, which opened to them the 
prospect of power and emolument from the resignation^ 
and removals which it would inevitably occasion. Even 
the king himself was brought to give ins consent. The 
passing of the test was represented to lnm as the only 
condition on which he could hope to obtain the liberal 
supply that had been voted ; and to a prince, with whom, 
as it was observed, “ logic, built upon money, bad more 
“ powerful charms than any other sort of reasoning,” 
this consideration proved a convincing argument. If he 
felt at all for his brother, lie probably strove to persuade 
himself that James would never sacrifice the possession 
of office to the profession of his religion t. 

* L. Journ. xii. 547, 8. 9 

t The Fiench ambassador supplies the information respecting Arlington 
and his object (I)alrj mple, ii. App. p. 90) ; Marvell respecting the motive:. 
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Feh. In conformity with the suggestion of Arlington, the 

*8* house of commons had resolved, that every individual 
“ refusing to take the oath of allegiance and supremacy, 
“ and to receive the sacrament according to the rites of 
“ the church of England, should be incapable of public 
“ employment, military or civil ; ” and a bill was intro- 
duced requiring, not only that the oaths should be taken, 
and the sacrament received, hut also that a declaration 
against transubstantiation should be subscribed by all 
persons holding office, under the penalty of a fine of 
500/. and of being disabled to sue in any court of law or 
equity, 1o be guardian to any child, or executor to any 
person, or to take any legacy or deed of gift, or to bear 
Mar. an y p U \jji c office. In the lower house, a feeble opposition 
' was offered to the clause imposing the declaration, on 
the ground that, to make the disavowal of a speculative 
opinion the qualification for civil office was contrary to 
the nature of a civil test, and calculated to render men 
hypocrites or atheists. In the upper house the principal 
novelty in the debate was furnished by the earl of Bristol, 
who, though a catholic, argued m support of the test. 

15 . That considerable alarm existed could not, he said, be 
denied. It mattered little whether it was well founded 
or not. The more groundless the panic was, the more 
rapidly it would spread. If, then, the bill tended to lull 
the apprehensions of the people, it deserved (lie appro- 
bation of the house. It did not enact new, it did not 
enforce even the old, penalties against the catholic wor- 
ship. It went merely to remove a few individuals from 
offices which they could not exercise without scruple and 
dissimulation. For himself, he was no wherrymun m 
religion, to look one way and row another. He was a 
catholic, attached to the church, hut not to the couit of 

of tin; kinn, and the leaders of tin* opposite parties Marvell, i 494, 5. 
Neal atfiibules the teat net to an omission on the part ol the kui", whom 
he repieseuts asretuiniiur no answer to the petition of the two houses tor 
the removal of Catholics from office. (Neal, ii 69.‘i ) Jtut theii petition 
•lid not ask for any such removal, anil it was pos tenor in time to the re- 
solution for a test. The petition was pi ese tiled Mnich 7 ; hut the resolu- 
tion was passed Feb. 28? See Journals on those duys. 
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Rome. He should vote, indeed, against the bill, because 
it contained expressions to which he could not cflhsci- 
entiously assent ; but lie hoped that the house would 
adopt it, as a measure of prudence, calculated to prevent 
mischief, and to pacify discontent. By this speech, 
Bristol obtained the reputation of a patriot : the reader 
will, perhaps, think him a hypocrite ; for he prevailed 
on the parliament to adopt a proviso in his favour, se- 
curing to him and his wife a large pension from the 
crown, and exempting them, and them alone, from the 
obligation of taking the test *. 

6° The bill passed the house of lords, as it had passed Mar 0 
that of the commons, without provoking a division ; and -°- 
it may reasonably be asked, how it happened that it re- 
ceded no opposition from the dissenters, when it was so 
framed as to comprehend them, though its avowed object 
was the exclusion of others? They seem again to have 
suffered themselves to be duped by the artifice of their 
pretended friends. With the bill for the test, was intro- 
duced another for ease to protestant dissenters, and thus 
their objection to the first was neutralized In their hopes 
from the second. But while one passed rapidly through 
the house, the other crept slowlv on : new questions suc- 
cessively arose, and da} after day was spent in debating, 
what quantity of relief should he granted, to what de- 
scription of non conformists it should extend, and for 
how long a time it should he continued. The house at 
length agreed to confine the benefit to those dissenters 
who objected only to the articles of discipline, and were 
willing to subsciibe the articles of doctrine of the church 
of England, to allow all such to hold separate meetings 
for the purpose of religious worship, to exempt them 
from the penalties for absence from the parish church, 
and to repeal m their favour the compulsory declaration 
of assent and consent ordained by the act of uniformity. Mat , 
In this shape the bill was forwarded to the house of J/ - 

* C. .luurn M.u 12. I. .lourn. 557 9 5GI. / !). P-ul. Hist. i\ f>61— 6. 
of Realm, \ ?S 2. 
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lords, where it received numerous amendments : to some 
M ar * of tli#se the commons objected; and, though the king 
warned them of the approaching termination of the ses- 
sion, no care was taken to come to an agreement. On 
29 . Easter eve, the parliament was adjourned at nine in the 
evening ; before it met again a prorogation followed, and 
the hopes of relief which the dissenters had been en- 
couraged to cherish were utterly extinguished*. 

In the history of this session, it is worthy of notice: 
1°. that not a murmur was heard from the ranks of the 
opposition against the war, or the alliance with France, 
or the suspension of payments in the exchequer. Of 
these great subjects of complaint no mention is made 
either in the addresses or the debates. But not only 
was silence observed ; in addition, an act of grace was 
passed, which, by pardoning all offences committed be- 
fore the 25th of March, covered the ministers from the 
risk of subsequent punishment. It seems as if a secret 
understanding existed between some of the leaders of 
the two parties ; and that the members of the cabal had 
sacrificed the catholics to the jealousy of their opponents, 
on condition of indemnity to themsehest. 2° I he house 
of commons, in the bill which it passed for the case of dis- 
senters, departed from those doctrines) which it had so 
strenuously advocated in its celebrated address to th< 
king, m 1663. At that tune it protested acramst any in- 
dulgence, because it was inconsistent with the act ol 
umfurmii), calculated to breed schism and multiply 
sects, and would ultimately lead to universal toleration^. 
But now the distinction between articles of doctrine, and 
articles of discipline, at that time refused, was broadly 
admitted ; the pains and penalties for absence from 

* Lords’ Journ. 561. 4.571 6.9.584. Pari. Hist. i\. 535. 42. 551.6. 
5/1.5. 

+ “ It was the constant practice of these ministers, that, when any ol 

* them weic afraid ol the house of commons for themselves, limy presently 

* exposed the papists to be worried, hoping thereby to save themselves 

from being fastened upon.”— James, i. 499. 

t C. Journ. Feb. 27, 1663. 



* d i 6"3.] 


CAMPAIGN BY LAND. 


31 


■hurch or attendance at conventicles, then considered 
essential to the safety of the establishment, were taken 
away ; and the declaration of assent and consent, the 
principal provision in the act of uniformity, was rendered 
entirely optional. 3 U . With respect to the test, it should 
be remembered that the oath of supremacy and the sub- 
scription against transubstaiitialiun were sufficient to 
exclude the catholics from office : the obligation of re- 
ceiving the sacrament after the rite of the established 
church was unnecessary as far as regarded them ; but it 
operated effectually to the exclusion of the dissenters. 

Thus the latter, by contributing to the establishment of 
the test, placed themselves in a much worse situation 
than before. They forfeited the benefit of the king’s de- 
claration ; they remained subject to the intolerant laws 
passed against them since the restoration ; and in addi- 
tion, they entailed on themselves and their posterity a 
new disability, that of bidding employment, civil or 
military, under the crown. 

In Holland, the rapid success of the French had pro- 
voked, instead of subduing, resistance. De Witte, who 
had so long governed the republic, fell a victim with his 
brother to the vengeance of an infuriated mob; the 
prince of Orange took on himself the 'proud task of libe- 
rating Ins country ; and the absence of contending fac- 
tions gave a more uniform direction to the national 
efforts, and inspired with gieater confidence the princes 
who dreaded the ascendency of France. During the 
winter Louis made no additional conquests: in the 
summer the reduction of Maastricht was the only ex- 
ploit which distinguished his arms. After a succession May 
of marches and operations in Flanders, undertaken for ] 3. 
the sole purpose of masking Ins real object, he suddenly j uue 
sat down before that fortress, which capitulated after l. 
an obstinate defence of twenty-three days. Monmouth, 
who led the English auxiliaries, commanded under him 
with the rank of lieutenant-general. His want of mili- 
tary experience was supplied by the counsels of Montal ; 
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Ins personal courage won the applause of the king and 
of the arm)*. 

In England, the liberal supply voted by parliament 
g;i\e new vigour to the preparations for war. A fleet ot 
more than sixty sail of large ships was equipped, and an 
army of eight thousand men was raised and encamped at 
Bhiekhcalh for foreign service. But at first all men fixed 
their o) es on the duke of Yoik, anxious to learn whether 
he would take, or refuse, the tesL. His conversion to the 
r church of Rome still remained a matter of mere suspi- 
30. cion : but it was observed that, at Easter, when the lung 
received the sacrament, James did not accompany himt; 
and soon afterwards the fact became public by Ins vo- 
luntary resignation of all the oflices which he held under 
June the crown. At the same time, and for the same reason, 
10. the lord Clifford relinquished the treasmer’s staff, in op- 
position to the advice and entreat) of the king. By 
those who weie acquainted with his aspiring character, 
and able to judge how much it must hu\e cost him to 
suppress at once the hopes which he had so fundi) che- 
rished, it was supposed that he had bound himself by 
promise to follow the duke of York ; but that prince 
declares that Clifford was actuated by motives of con- 
science, and pronounces his conduct the more honour- 
able, a» it was the less to be expected from one who had 
so recently become a proselyte. By his resignation the 
ambition of Arlington was again awakened, but was 
again disappointed. The king, by the advice of James 

- Hnc-kingliam (Sheffield, Winks, n. '24 ) s.ivs Hint "a sme and easy 
“ attack was kept hack till In** daf of commanding, tli.it lie might lime 
" the ciedit of the success.” Tins insinuation is giuundlesg On that oc 
casion, s.iys Louis iu a letter to Charles, il lit foul ce ([in se pom oil pour 
signaler d.uantago s.i compute el sa \aleui, Jo ne dots pun mi'mi* nuhher 
que 1c tandem .tin les assiegesetunt surtis sm ladcmi-huic ala lu\eui d’un 
fonrneun, il fut a enx tepee a la main uu premier bruit de la soihe, el 
jeiiv fit quitter le logernent Louis, ui. 412 That llns was nut mere com 
phment, uppears from the follow mg passage m the king’s joui mil of the 
siege — “Le dnede Montnioiith s’acqnit a la fete des niunsquetaues une 
gi.mde lepufation.” Ilud. 37’> See also James, i 49.1 

t Lrelyn, li. 380 The king had employed Loid Clifford to prevail on 
James to take the shci ament wilh him at Christmas: but the dukeie 
phed that Ins conscience foitade him. James, l. 482. 
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and Clifford, gave the staff to Arlington’s enemy, sir 
Thomas Osborne, who was soon afterwards raised to the Aug. 
peerage, by the title of viscount Latymcr*. 

By the retirement of James, the command of the 
combined fleet, amounting to ninety sail of the line, bad 
devohedon prince Rupert. With so formidable a force, 
it was expected that he would sweep the Dutch navy May 
from the face of the ocean : but be performed nothing - >s 
worthy of liis reputation; and, though he fought ; three ^ l,ne 
actions with De Ruyter, neither received nor inflicted ^ 
considerable injury. His friends com planted that lus* 
powers were limited by unusual restrictions, and that 
his ships wanted stores and provisions: an officer who 
w'as present asserts, that lie was too closely leagued with 
the country parly to obtain a victory, which might ren 
der their opponents lords of the ascendant. He was or- 
dered to take under his pi election the army commanded 
by Scliomberg, and to land it on the coast of Holland. 
Sohomberg, unacquainted wth nauil etiquette, affixed 
the colours of his regiment to the mast of his ves- 
sel, as a signal to the officers m the other transports : 
but Rupert considered his conduct as an act of insub- 
ordination or insult ; two shots were fired through 
the rigging ; and orders w’erc given to sink the gene- 
ral’s vessel, unless the Hag were immediately struck. 
Scliomberg reluctantly submitted, and tlie armament 
proceeded to the Dutch coast; but no landing was ef- 
fected. Rupert, having alarmed the inhabitants on se- Ju<y 
veral points, from the mouth of the Maose to that of - *■ 
the Ems, ordered the military force to return to Yar- Ajg 
mouth, where it remained encamped during the re&t of 

* Evelyn (ii 383.) says, “ I am confident lie (Chffoid) foilioie receding 
'• the communion, more fiom some piomise lie h»ul enteied into to giatilic 
“ the duke, than fium any piojudiee to the piutestsint religion, though I 
“ found him waveiing a pi etty while.” But he proved his sniccril) . loi 
“ the test ousted him of ilie place ot lord Lieusuiei of England, and of he 
“ iti|? any longer si pnvy eouneilloi , who, tho’ :v new convert, f'cneiou'-iv 
“ pielened his conseietice to his mlpiests ” James, l I. These v 
sages prove that those w rite is me l neon eel who tepiesent him all aloii^ 
us a catholic.— Besides lord t’hllord, loid Belassye, sir Thomas Sjiujk- 
land, mid seteial olhois in eminent stations, i reigned. Man elk i. 45S 
VOL. XU. D 
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the season. Schomberg, attributing both the violence 
of the prince with respect to the flag, and his refusal to 
land the array in Holland, to personal dislike, sent him 
a challenge; but Charles interfered to prevent the 
meeting, and the general quitted the English service*. 

A congress had been held at Cologne, under the medi- 
ation of the king of Sweden. But the States had now' a 
brighter prospect before them, and scornfully refused 
conditions which they would have gladly accepted in the 
preceding summer. The assassination of the two De 
Witts by the populace had destroyed the influence of 
the Louvestein party; the Orange interest obtained the 
predominance in every province ; and the young prince 
already displayed that decision of mind, that inflexibility 
Aug. of purpose, which marked Ins character through life. 

20. The other powers of Europe did not remain indifferent 
spectators of the contest. Leopold of Austria and 
Charles of Spain offered their assistance ; and a defen- 
sive alliance bound them to unite their arms against the 
enemies of the rcpublicf. This was not the least sin- 
gular of the revolutions which the seventeenth century 
exhibited The remembrance of past injuries was sup- 
pressed ; the objections of religion were silenced ; and 
the emperor and king of Spain, the representatives of 


* liurkinghnm, (Sheffield) ii 25 9 s<»e also a leltei f'.i.i the ki.i^ to 
Rupert, in which he calls the i. using of the flag “ <i casual and itiolfen 
"m\e error, laments the moitiln .it ioii of Kchonibcrg, aw. is nut willing 
" that the qu.mei should be earned any lmthei.” Lansdowno MSS 1206, 
j> 158. 

+ Dumont, vu 240, 24 L Soon afterwards Louis, to keep Charles firm 
to his engagements, granted him a veiy singular futour lly the death of 
the la>t duke of Richmond, Aubigni, in the province ol lleriy, which had 
been granted to one of Ins ancestors, reverted to the French crown. On 
the 29lh or July, 1672, Louise de Querouaille bore a son to Cliailes; the 
next yem he created her duchess of Poilsmouth; and Louis, at the de- 
sire of the king, conferred on her the domain of Aubigni, to be enjoyed by 
her during her life, and at her death to go to any one of the natural sons of 
Charles, whom that monarch might please to name, nnd to the male de- 
scendants of thut son, “ to the end that the land of Aubigni might con- 
'• tinuc in possession of the illustrious house of Stuart. Charies of 
course named his son by Queiouaille, and created him duke of Richmond, 
Aug. 19, 1675. See the Letters Patent of Louis XIV. (note A), who na- 
turalized the duke on the 12th of Jan. 1685, three weeks before the death 
of his father. 
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that family from whose iron yoke the united provinces 
had been lately freed, now hastened to their support in 
opposition to England and France, the two powers 
which had originally watched and protected the cradle 
of Dutch independence. 

But the States not only obtained foreign aid, they in- 
dulged a well-founded hope of separating Charles from 
his alliance with France, and with that view kept up a 
close correspondence with the discontented party in 
England. If the religious antipathies of the people had 
been excited by the conversion of James to the eatholic 
faith, they were now blown into a flame by the intelli- 
gence that he had recently married by proxy the sister Sept, 
to the icigning duke of Modena, Maria d’Este, a catho* 
lie princess of the age of fifteen*. The danger to the 
protestant religion from this inauspicious union became 
the subject of every discourse ; and Cli aides, that the 
popular excitation might have time to subside, and the 
real intention of the States be satisfactorily ascertained, 
resolved to postpone the meeting of parliament to the 
termination of the Clni&lmas holidays. From this coun- 
sel he was seduced by the artful and treacherous sug- 
gestion of the Chancellor, who had secretly been recon- 
ciled, and had made the promise of his services, to the 
country party. On the appointed day, the 20lh of Oct. 
October, the two houses assembled : but Shaftesbury, in -U. 
defiance of the order which lie had received, neglected to 
adjourn them till the commons had voted an address to 
the king, praying that he would not permit “ the mar- 
“ riage between the duke and the princess of Modena to 
“ be consummated.” They met again on the 27th, and 27. 
were informed that his majesty could not in honour 
break a contract of marriage which had been solemnly 
executed. But his opponents in the lower house were 
not to be deterred : their plan of operations had been 

* James, i. 484. He hud (list solicited the hand of the archduchess of 
Inspiuck, liut that princess preferred the emperor Leopold. See the ne- 
gotiation in Misccl. Aul G3. 107. 

D 2 
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previously arranged, and they proceeded to resolve, that 
a second petition, of the same import with the first, 
should be presented ; that no supply should be granted, 
unless the obstinacy of the Dutch made it necessary, till 
the country was secured from the danger of popery and 
popish counsellors, and the existing grievances were re- 
dressed ; that a test should be imposed to distinguish 
between protestant and papist, and render the latter in- 
capable, not only of office, but of sitting in either house 
of parliament; that the standing army was a grievance 
which ought to be redressed ; and that (as had been done 
by the long parliament in the time of Charles 1.) the 
king should be petitioned to appoint a day of general 
fasting, that God might avert the dangers with which the 
ov> nation was threatened. These votes created alarm in 
4. the court ; and Charles, hastening to the house of lords, 
prorogued the parliament*. 

Bv this deceive measure, the hopes of the opposition 
were disappointed, and Shaftesbury became the victim 
of his own policy. Calculating on the easy, irresolute 
disposition of the king, he had anticipated victory instead 
of defeat, and probably expected to retain his high of- 
fice, while lus colleagues should be excluded from the 
9- royal counsels. Charles, having granted him a full par- 
don for all offences against the crown, demanded the 
great seal, which he gave to sir Heneage Finch, with 
the office of lord keepert ; and the disgrace d minister, 
hitherto the adviser of the most arbitrary measures, 
openly proclaimed himself the adversary of the court, 
and the champion of the liberties of the people. He 

• Cum Journals, Ocl. 20 27.30,31. Nov. 3, 4. James, i 485. Bur- 
nel, ii 31. 

t The reader will recollect, ttiat in 1614 it was resolved, that for the fu- 
ture no alloitiey-tfenei.il should sit in the house of commons, because by 
his office he is an assistant ol the house of lords. In consequence, in the 
years 1620, 1625, 1640, when members of the house of commons were ap- 
pointed to the office, new wnts were issued by the speaker. On the ele- 
vation of Finch to the chancery. North succeeded as attorney-general, but 
did not. as others before him, vacate his seat Though some members 
cotftplained, he was peimitted to remain in the house. All his successors 
have continued to sit without molestation. 
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walked daily in the Exchange, accompanied by some of 
the young nobility, entered into familiar conversation 
with the merchants, and feelingly deplored to them the 
miseries of the nation, the depression of trade, and the 
danger which threatened religion. In the estimation of 
his new associates, his political conversion had oblite- 
rated the guilt of his former transgressions ; he was 
applauded as a persecuted patriot, a martyr to the liber- 
ties of his country ; and, doubtful as it was whether he 
believed or not in revelation, theologians were found to 
describe him from the pulpit as the saviour of religion, 
and to foretell that his fame, like that of the woman men- 
tioned in the gospel, should live throughout future ge- 
nerations. He failed, however, in his attempt to pro- 
cure an address to the king from the common council. 
Charles had many friends in the capilal , and the lead- 
ing citizens, on the signification of the rouil disappro- 
bation, refused their coiicim cnee*. 

The votes of the house o* commons had spread con- 
sternation among the courtiers, and Arlington conjured 
the king either to prevent the departure of the Italian 
princess from Pans, or to insist that James after his 
marriage should withdraw from public notice, and lead 
the life of a country genlleman. But Charles replied, 
that the first was incompatible with Ins honour, and the 
second would be an indignity to his brother. The 
duchess left Paris, James with a small retinue met her 
at Dover, and Crew, bishop of Oxford, declared the mar- j^ ov 
riage lawful and valid’**. Here, however, the carl of 21, 
Berkshire, a catholic, probably at the request of the king, 
advised the duke to solicit permission, that he might re- 
tire to Audley-end, both for his own quiet, and the roval 
convenience. James indignantly refused : his interest, 

• James, i. 488. Parker, 2 66, 7, 271. Macph Pup. i. 69. 

t James, i. 486. Temple, ii. 288 The ceremony vuis merely the fol 
lowing. — “The bishop usked the duchess and the earl of Peterborow, 

" whether the said earl had married the duchess of Yoik as pioxy of the 
“ duke, which they both affirming, the bishop then declaied it nas a law- 
" ful marriage." Ibid. 
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he said, required that he should be on the spot to oppose 
his enemies ; his duty forbade him to desert his brother 
without the royal command. From Dover he returned 
Nov. to the palace of St. James’s, where the duchess, by her 
26. youth, and beauty, and innocence, disarmed the malevo- 
lence of party, and became a general favourite with the 
court. Charles, however, partook of the common alarm. 
He refused her the use of a public chapel, which had 
previously been stipulated ; he ordered the officers of the 
household to prevent all catholics, or reputed catholics, 
Dec. from entering the palace, or coming into the royal pre- 
10. sence ; he forbad, by an order of council, any popish re- 
cusant to walk in the park, or visit at St. James’s, and 
he instructed the judges to enforce with rigour the ex- 
ecution of the penal laws against the catholics*. 

By these regulations the king Hoped to satisfy the 
more moderate of his opponents. When the houses 
1 674. met after the prorogation, he addressed them with that 
Jan. air of candour, affability, and cheerfulness, which was so 
7 ■ natural to him ; and was followed by the lord-keeper in 
a long and eloquent speech, describing the object of the 
measures lately adopted, imputing to the States insin- 
cerity in the negotiation, extolling the king’s attachment 
to the doctrines and worship of the established church, 
and demanding a supply, as equally necessary for the 
attainment of peace, and the prosecution of the war. 
But neither the affability of the prince, nor the elo- 
quence of the minister could make any impression on 
the leaders of the party, who were now supposed to act 
under the guidance of Shaftesbury. 1°. It was too late 
to resume the question of the duke’s marriage: they, 
therefore, began with the presentation of three addresses, 
12. praying the king to enjoin a public fast, that the whole 

* James, i. 487- Kennel, 296. L. Journ. 595. James i. 499. Burnet, 
n 30, 37. These orders were executed with such severity, that within the 
course of two months seven catholic peers were compelled to appeal to the 
house of lords for protectiou ; namely, the marquess of Winchester for 
himself and his servant ; the earl of Norwich for himself and his two sons ; 
and the earl of Cardigau, the viscount Montague, and the lords Petre, 
Arundell, ami Belassye, for themselves. L. Journ. xii. 613. 2L 32. 35. 43. 
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nation might implore the protection of the Almighty 
for the preservation “ of church and state against 
“ the undermining practices of popish recusants to 
command all papists not householders to remove to the 
distance of ten miles from the capital during the session 
of parliament; to order thot the names of all popish 
householders within the distance of live miles should be 
enrolled at the sessions, and to direct the militia of 
London, Westminster, and Middlesex to be ready at an 
hour’s notice, and the militia of the country at a day’s 
notice, to suppress any tumultuous meetings of papists 
or other discontented persons. It cannot be pretended 
that there existed any real ground for these precautions 
and insinuations ; but the experience of the civil war 
had shown liow efficacious such addresses were in ex- 
citing vague and alarming jealousies in the minds of the 
people, and in directing their attention to the parliament 
as the faithful guardian of religion and liberty ; and 
similar proceedings were at present adopted in further- 
ance of the projects of the party whose great aim was 
believed to be the exclusion of the duke of York from 
the throne. To each address Charles returned a gra- 
cious and satisfactory answer *. 

2°. They proceeded next to vote the removal from 
office of all counsellors “ popishly affected, or otherwise 
“ obnoxious or dangerous.” Who, it was asked, ad- 
vised the alliance with France and the rupture with Hol- 
land, the declaration of indulgence, and the suspension 
of payment to the public creditor, the levy of an army 
without the advice of parliament, and the placing of a 
foreigner at the head of that army, the marriage of the 
duke of York, and the prorogation of last November? 
Let inquiry be made; let a mark be placed on the au- 
thors of such evil counsels ; let them be incapacitated 
from repeating their pernicious advice, and from inflict- 
ing new injuries on tho nation t. 

* L. Journ. xii. 594.8. C Journ. 3 .in. 7. 12. On the 1st o! August. 
1673, the duke of York told the French en\oy that he was ulraid of beintf 
excluded from the succession. Dalrjmple, ii. App. 98. 

i C. Jouru. Jan. 12, 13, 14. 
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It was a maxim with the court, introduced by Claren- 
don and followed by his successors, to leave the parlia- 
ment, in show at least, to the unbiassed exercise of its 
own judgment. Though every species of influence and 
corruption was employed to secure votes, the appearance 
of a court party was carefully avoided. The most de- 
voted adherents of the ministers received directions to 
conceal their real sentiments, to seek popularity, to 
speak and vote frequently with the opposition, to join in 
the cry against popery, and in the most violent mea- 
sures against its professors, that on more important oc- 
casions their opinions might appear disinterested, and 
consequently have greater weight with their colleagues. 
Hence it generally happened that the motions which 
the court wished to carry came first from the ranks of 
the opposition ; and that the resistance to the measures 
of the country party was feeble, fluctuating, and cautious. 
The question was never met fairly and manfully ; but 
the debate was protracted, difficulties were raised, 
amendments were suggested, fmd as a last resource, 
some unintelligible and irreconcilable quarrel about 
privilege was provoked between the two houses. 

On the present occasion the court pursued its usual 
policy. The friends of the ministers did not deny that 
evil counsels might have been given, but contended that 
no maiv could justl) be punished before he had been 
put on his defence. They admitted that j;ri3vaiiees ex- 
isted, but represented the grant of a supply as not less 
necessary to the welfare of the nation than the redress 
of grievances. Why might not the two subjects accom- 
pany each other, and one day be devoted to the consi- 
deration of grievances, the next to the consideration of 
the supply ? Why should not the clamours against evil 
counsellors be reduced to specific charges, and the ac- 
cused be permitted to justify themselves* 
n.. 3°. But their opponents adhered steadily to their own 

.tan plan, and proceeded to consider, in the first place, the 
case of the duke of Lauderdale. It was alleged against 

• Pari. Hist. iv. 620. 
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him, that, as chief of the administration in Scotland, he 
had raised an army for the purpose of employing it to 
establish arbitrary power in England; and that at the 
council in England, when a magistrate was charged be- 
fore it with disobedience to the royal declaration, he had 
said, “Your majesty’s edicts are equal with the laws, 

“ and ought to be observed in the first place.” It was 
resolved that an address should be presented to the 
king “ to remove Lauderdale from all his employments, 

“ and from the royal presence and councils for ever*.” 

Buckingham, aware that he was destined to be the 
next victim, solicited and obtained permission to address 
the house. His first speech was confused and unsatis- - 
factory; nor did his second, on the following day, sup-j an# 
ply the deficiencies of the former. He represented him- 14. 
self as a man who had spent a princely fortune in the * 
service of his country ; and reminded his hearers of the 
patriotism with which he had oncel>in\cd the resent- 
ment of the court. He offered nothing in defence of 
the conduct of the ministry ; but sought by evasion and 
falsehood to shift the responsibility from himself. Some 
of their measures he pretended that In* had opposed, in 
conjunction with the earl of Shaftesbury; some he im- 
puted to lord Clifford, who was no longer alive to rebut 
the charge t; some he openly attributed to his known 
enemy, the earl of Arlington ; and of others he darkly in- 
sinuated that the blame lay with the royal brothers, by 
the enigmatical remark, that a man might hunt the hare 
with a pack of beagles, but not with a brace of lobsters. 

His submission obtained for him some indulgence from 
the house. It was voted, indeed, that, like Lauderdale, 
he should be removed from the royal presence and coun- 
cils ; but, with respect to office, only from those employ- 
ments which he held during pleasure: words that left 
him at liberty to dispose by sale of such as he held 

• C Journ Jan. 13. Pari. Ilist, iv. 625. 30. 

t lie died of the stone at Ugbrooke, 17th Oct. 1(573, 
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by patent * ** . To the address against him, as well as that 
against Lauderdale, Charles briefly replied, that he 
would take it into consideration. 

Against Arlington was exhibited an impeachment of 
treason, and of crimes of high misdemeanor, in a great 
j an , number of articles, arranged under the three heads of 
15 . promoting popery, embezzling and wasting the royal 
treasure, and betraying the trust reposed in him as privy 
councillor. Of these articles three parts in four had 
evidently no other foundation than suspicion and report, 
and the ease with which they were refuted served to 
throw ridicule on the whole charge. Arlington ad- 
dressed the house with more firmness than had been 
expected. To the assertions of Buckingham he gave 
the most pointed contradiction ; and reprobated the in- 
justice of imputing to one councillor the blame or merit 
of measures which had been adopted in consequence of 
the judgment and advice of the whole board. Arlington 
had secret friends among those who appeared openly as 
his enemies : they acknowledged that there was much 
force m his arguments ; and the motion to inflict on 
him the same punishment as on Lauderdale was rejected 
Dy a majority of forty voices. All that his enemies 
could obtain, after a debate of live days, was the ap- 
20. pomtment of a committee to inquire, what part of the 
articles could be so far established as to furnish ground 
Feb. for impeachment; and this committee, whether it was 
7 * through the difficulty of procuring satisfactory proof, or 
the intrigues of the leaders in favour of the accused, 
never presented any report t. 


• C. Journ. Jan. 13, 14. Pari. Ilist. iv. 630. 49. Burnet, ii. 38. Reresby, 
24. At the same time the house of lords wus employed in an inquuy 
arising out of the complaint of the trustees of the young earl of Shrews- 
bury, Against the duke of Buckingham and the countess dowager of 
Shrewsbury; and an award wus made that “the duke should notcou- 

** verse or cohabit wih the couutess for the future, and that euch should 
“ enter into security to the king’s majesty in the sum of leu thousand 
“ pounds a.piece for that purpose.” L. Journ, xii. 628. 

t C.-Joum, Jan. 1&. 20, 21. Feb. 18. Pail. Hist. iv. 649. 57. Burnet, 
ii. 38. 
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By the lords the conduct of Buckingham and Arling- Jan. 
ton, who had condescended to plead their own cause 
before the house of commons, was considered derogatory 
from the dignity of the peerage; and a standing order 
was made, that no peer should answer any accusation 
before the commons in person or by counsel, or by letter, 
under the penalty of being committed to the custody of 
the black rod, or to the Tower, during the pleasure of 
the house. In obedience 1o another order, all the peers 13 
m attendance, whether protescants oi catholics, took the 
oath of allegiance, which had been framed m the third 
year of James I., as a renunciation of the temporal 
claims ascribed to the pope, and of the anti-social doc- 
trines imputed to the catholics. The duke of York 
hesitated at first. It had never been proposed to 
princes standing in the same relation with himself 
to the throne, and he was unwilling to establish a pre- 
cedent to bind those who might succeed him. But, 
some of the lords, making a distinction between heir- 
presumptivc and heir-apparent, he waived the objection, 14. 
and took the oath in the same manner as all the other 
members of the house *. 

In the meanwhile the commons betrayed no disposi- 
tion to grant a supply, and Charles, weary of the war. 
sought some expedient to disengage himself without 
disgrace from his connexion with France. The allied 
sovereigns no longer retained that proud superiority 
which they had won in the first, year of hostilities. By 
sea the English had gained no considerable advantage ; 
by land the tide of success had turned in favour of the 
States. Spain and Austria had come forward to their 
aid : Montecuculli, the imperial general, had deceived 
the vigilance of Turenne, and laid siege to Bonn; the 
prince of Orange, having reduced Naerden, by a bold 
and skilful march joined Montecuculli; Bonn surren- 
dered; and the army, which maintained the French 


* Lords’ Journ. xii. 60G. 8. 12 Macph. Pap. i. ]l. 
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conquests in the united provinces, cut off from all com- 
munication with the mother country, was compelled 
to make a precipitate retreat on the ancient frontiers of 
Jan. France. At this moment, the States made to Charles, 
2< *- through the Spanish ambassador, Del Fresno, an offer 
of acceding to the terms which they had refused at the 
congress of Cologne *. This unexpected step was dif- 
ferently interpreted by their friends and foes : the truth 
is, that the concession was the price at which the States 
had purchased the aid of Spain. The queen-regent 
1573 ^ refused to engage in a war with England; and her 
A.ug. ambassador, when he signed the public treaty of alliance, 
20. received from the States a secret power of negociating 
with the English king on the following basis : that, the 
conquests on each side should be restored ; that the 
honour of the flag should be yielded to Charles ; and 
that a sum of money, not exceeding 800,000 crowns, 
should be paid to him as an indemnification for the ex- 
penses of the wart. Whether Louis had obtained in- 
formation of the secret, is uncertain. During the au- 
tumn he refused to the king an advance of money ; now 
he offered, through his ambassador Ruvigni, a large 
sum toward the equipment of the fleet. But Charles 
had communicated the proposal of the States to both 
houses of parliament, and had been advised by them to 
commence the negotiation. He replied to Ruugni, that 
he had gone too far to recede ; that necesah prevented 
him from supporting France any longer as her ally, but 
that he still hoped to be of service to his good brother 
g* as mediator between him and his opponents. Sir Wil- 
liam Temple was appointed to negotiate with I)el Fresno ; 
9. in three days the articles were satisfactorily adjusted; 
and Charles announced to Ins parliament, that he had 
concluded “ a speedy, honourable, and, he trusted, a 
“ lasting peace 

• Lords’ Journ. filfi. + Dumont, vii 2-12 

t Lords’ Journ. 925 8 H*2 Daliymple, ii. 96 Temple, u. 247-50. It 
appears that now the committee for foie mu ulVair-., m the r.iliuiet council, 
consisted of Finch, lord keeper, viscount I.nlvmei, loid t:t»a<uuer, and the 
earl of Arlington, and Bir Henry Coventry, secret aims ol' .state. Temple, 
ibid. 
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By this treaty, the king obtained the substance of his 
demands in the summer of 1672, with the exception of 
an acknowledgment for the permission to fish in the 
British seas, the mention of which was carefully avoided 
by both powers. The States consented that their ships 
and lieets should lower their flag* and topsails to every 
British man-of war, on any part of the sea from Cape 
Finisterro to Van Staten m Norway, as a matter of 
right, and not merely of compliment ; that the English 
settlers m Surinam should be freely permitted to leave 
that colony in English ships ; that all subjects of dispute 
between the East India companies of the two nations 
should be referred to the decision of arbitrators, to sit m 
London; that whatever questions might not he deter- 
mined by them in the space of three months should be 
referred to the decision of the queen-regent of Spain ; 
and that the States should pay to the king of Great 
Britain the sum of eight hundred thousand crowns by 
four yearly instalments. Charles had formerly demanded 
for the prince of Orange the dignity of stadtholder, 
admiral, and captain-general, both to liim and his pos- 
terity for ever : hut the States prevented the agitation 
of the question by conferring those offices on him and 
his heirs a few days previously to the opening of the ne- 
gotiation *. 

The reader is already aware, that ever since the fell 
of Clarendon, the violent opponents of that nobleman 
feared the resentment of the duke of York, and con- 
sidered tlieir own safety to be intimately connected with 
his exclusion from the throne. The duke’s subsequent 
adoption of the catholic creed had furnished them 
with an advantage of which they were not slow to avail 
themselves. They appealed to the religious passions of 
the people ; they magnified the danger which threatened 

* Dumont, vii 253. Then* was added a seeiet article, that neithei 
power should assist the enemies of the other, but tins was explained to 
mean, not that ('hailed should recall the English troops serving in the 
French army, but that he should not suffer them to be kept up to their 
full complement by recruits. Temple, ii. 250. 
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the piotestant church; and they called for the esta- 
blishment of securities, which, though they equally 
affected the whole body of catholics, were in the intention 
of the framers chiefly directed against the duke’s right 
to the succession. Their first step towards Ins exclu- 
sion was the enactment of the test, which not only strip- 
ped him of the extensive influence attached to his office 
of lord high admiral, but held him out to the people as 
unfit to he trusted with employment under government, 
and consequently still more unfit to fill the most exalted 
magistracy in the state. Their next attempt was to 
expel linn from the house of lords, and from the coun- 
cils and the presence of his brother; and for this pur- 
pose they had devised a more comprehensive test *, and 
moved in the last session, that whoever refused to lake 
it should be disabled from silting in parliament, and 
prohibited from approaching within five miles of the 
court. This lull had been arrested in its progress by 
the prorogation : it was now introduced a second time 
under more favourable auspices. Yet so numerous 
were the questions urged on the attention of the house, 
so long and tedious the debates, that its patrons were 
unable to carry it farther than the second reading before 
the prorogation of parliament. At the same time, in the 
Fob. house of lords, a different plan of securities had been 
^ devised and adopted ; to disarm all catholic 1 , to prevent 
the princes of the blood from marrying anj 1 ut protec- 
tants, and to provide that all the younger branches of 
the royal family, the oldest sons of catholic peers, and 
all the children of other catholics, if the father were 
dead, should be brought up protestants. The earl of 


* The uotion ot a more compioheusive test originated fioin the small 
number of lesignutions, which hail to limned the enactment of the last. It 
had disappointed the expectations of Hh more ardent advocates. ( Marvell, 
1 458.) Instead of infei ring, u Inch w as the 1 ruth, that they had o\ pirated 
the real number of catholics in office, they included in the new test a de- 
nial of more of the catholic doctuues as if the men, if any such there 
were, who had not hesitated to abjuie a part of their cieed for the preser- 
vation of their places, would not as readily, through the sume motive, ab- 
jure the remainder. 
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Carlisle moved that, to a prince of the blood, the penalty 
for marrying a catholic should be the forfeiture of his 
right to the succession. He was warmly supported by 
Halifax and Shaftesbury, and as warmly opposed by the 
lord keeper, and the earl of Peterborough ; the bishop 
of Winchester, with several of tin' prelates, came to the 
aid of the hitter, maintaining that such a penalty was 
inconsistent with the principles of Christianity, and the 
doctrine of the church of England : and after a long 
and animated debate, the amendment was rejected by 
a triumphant majority *. 

The duke of York had now but a cheerless prospect 
before liun. He was fully aware of tile object of his 
enemies, of the talents and influence of some, and of the 
reckless, unprincipled character of others. He saw that 
his power and popularity veie gone; the wavering dis- 
position of his brother forbade him to place his reliance 
on the support of the throne , and the victory which he 
had recently obtained in the house of commons was so 
trifling, that it could not impart confidence, though it 
might exclude despair. The first expedient which sug- 
gested itself to his mind, was a dissolution of parlia- 
ment : hut the result of another election was uncertain ; 
and Charles, who had always betrayed an insuperable 
dislike to the experiment, would, he said, try the temper 
of the house of commons once more. If they granted 
him a supply, they should continue to sit ; if they 
refused, he would then dissolve them. The duke 
next resolved to retard, as much as was in Ins power, 
the meeting of parliament, the only opportunity which 
his enemies would have of accomplishing their pur- 
pose r l\ But for this it was necessary to supply his 
brother with money ; and money could be procured only 
from the king of France. Fortunately, however, for his 
object, the views of Louis, in respect to the meeting of 
parliament, coincided with his own. 

* L. Journ xi i 618. 626. 047. 0. C. Jo urn Jan. 21 ; Feb 5 20. James, 
ju 489. Macph. 71 2. 5. 9. 

t See Coleman’s Letter in Journals of the Cum , ix. 523 
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That prince, though deserted by his ally, still proved 
a match for his enemies. If he lost Gun e, he had 
gained several battles; and the relinquishment of his 
conquests in the Netherlands had been moie lhan 
balanced by the acquisition of the important province of 
Fianchecointe. Yet he had reason to dread the acces- 
sion of England to the confederacy against linn, and 
willingly listened to the duke of York who suggested 
that he should purchase the neutrality, by relieving the 
Aug. wants, of his English brother. The sum demanded was 
400,000/. ; but Louis pleaded the immense charges of 
the war, and the exhaustion of Ins treasury; Charles 
Aug. descended to 300,000 pistoles; 500,000 crowns were at 
length offered and accepted; and the parliament was 
Nov. prorogued by proclamation from the 1 0th of November 
10. to the 13th of April. The three parties professed them- 
selves satisfied. Charles obtained a tempoiary relief 
from his pecuniary embarrassments ; Louis was freed 
from the apprehension of a war vwlh England during 
the approaching year; and James had gained an addi- 
tional delay of five months to watch the secret intrigues, 
and prepaic against the intended attack of his oppo- 
nents *. 

But whom, it may be asked, did those opponents 
mean to substitute in Ins place as presumptive heir to 
the crown? Hitherto they had fixed llvi* eyes on the 
young duke of Monmouth ; nor was it <!' reasonable in 
them to hope that the king’s partiality foi his son would 
serve to reconcile him to the exclusion of his brother. 
Neither did Monmouth himself appear indifferept to the 
splendid prize which solicited Ins pursuit, or prove in- 


* Dalrymple, ii. App. 9ft. 9 Dalrymple observes that the information 
in thp letters of Rnvigm tallies veil with the beginning of Coleman's cor- 
respondence. It does. more. Il shows the busy, intuguing disposition of 
Coleman, which was so well known to the duke, that he was not trusted 
by him. Coleman sought to proune money fiom Louis through Korner 
and Poniponne, at the very time when this haivnm was concluded with 
Rmigni ; and so ignomnt w as lie of its existence, tli.it he ultei wards attri- 
butes the prorogation to the advice given by himself ond his friends. Cole- 
man's Letter, Com. Jouin. ix. 52(>. 
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attentive to the suggestions of those who llattered and 
irritated his ambition. By their advice, he begged of 
Charles the appointment of commander-in-chief, which 
had been abolished, at the death of Monk, as an office 
dangerous to be placed in the hands of a subject, at a 
time when revolutionary prin iples were still cherished 
m the country. James was alarmed, and remonstrated 
against the measure ; hut the affection of the king re- 
fused to listen to lr.s arguments, and the patent was en- 
grossed, and received the royal signature. The duke of 
York, however, had lus suspicions. He took it up from 
the table ; his jealous eye immediately discovered several 
erasures ; and these, on examination, proved to be obli- 
terations of the word “ natural,” wherever Monmouth 
was described as the son of the king. Charles indignant 
at the fraud which had been practised upon him, tore 
the paper into fragments ; but Ins anger quickly sub- 
sided ; the offence was forgiven, and Monmouth ob- 
tained a second patent, drawn, howevei, m proper form, 
and with the admission of tli*' obnoxious epilhet. Still, 
his adviseis were not satisfied. They instructed him to 
ask also for the command of the Sc ottish arrnv, the levy 
of which they attributed to view- hostile to the liberties 
of England. The king, with Ins usual facility, granted 
the request; hut when Monmouth insisted that this 
commission should he drawn for life, and without men 
ton of Ins illegitimacy, he was disappointed in both 
points by the vigilance and firmness of Lauderdale *. 

* James, i. 4%, 7 The nextye.ii the duke of York was more success- 
ful. Russell, colonel ol the loot guaids, solicited leave to sell Ins com- 
mission, and the kitif* ngiueri to purchase it foi the earl of Mulqrave, who 
w, ( s uftei waids duke of Iluckingham Hut Mulgiave had seduced 
the mistu-ss of Monmouth, who, in levenge, extol ted, l>y his ini- 
pnitiirnty, Horn the kni}; a pionu-e ol the regiment loi hunVell (lfc>75 
Ap. 24) Mulgra\e spoke to the duke, lie observed to him, that as the 
regiment of two tliousaud tour hundred inen foimedtlie strength of the 
aimy, the succession to the crown might one day depend on the fidelity of 
its commander •Himes instantly caught the alarm, lie upplied to the 
king, to Monmouth, to the inmistei, 1ml in vain At last he prevailed '«■ 
Hussell, m con Hide l.ition of a valuable present, to pretend that In 

• * ;* In.,, i!/ Ina tieiiri tn Ipsive tilt* sen U 
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A second, and in many respects a more formidable 
rival, was William, prince of Orange, the next in suc- 
cession to the crown after the duke of York and his 
children. William was a protestant; his heroic exer- 
tions in defence of his country had exalted him in the 
eyes of all who dreaded the ambitious designs of the 
French monarch ; and some of the popular loaders in 
England had not hesitated to pledge themselves to hi* 
service and to advocate his interests, even at a time 
when he was at war with their sovereign. The cor- 
respondence between them passed through the hands of 
Du Moulins, who, on suspicion of treachery, had been 
dismissed from the office of lord Arlington, and had ob- 
tained in Holland the appointiie'nt of private secretary 
to the prince. II is agents m England were Frymans, a 
Dutchman, and William Howard, the member lbr W m- 
chelscd, and afterwards lord Howard of Esonck. The 
tirst was screened from detection by Ins obscurity ; hut 
the discovery ot certain important documents, furnished 
to the States by Howard, led to his incarceration m the 
Tower, where lie purchased lus pardon by an ingenuous 
confession. The king then became acquainted, for the 
first time, with the plan arranged between the prince 
and his English adherents, guided, as it was believed, by 
Shaftesbury, during the last winter, — that the Dutch 
fleet should suddenly appear at the mouth wf the river; 
that they should improve the panic which 1 vould occa- 
sion, to raise the people ; and that the king should he 
compelled by clamour and intimidation to separate from 
his alliance w ith France. The conclusion of peace pre- 
vented the attempt, but did not dissolve the connexion. 
It was proposed, with the aid of money from Holland, to 
form a party in parliament, which should force Charles 
to join with the States as an ally in the war; and the 
prince was not only encouraged to hope for success by 
exaggerated statements of the national discontent, but 

his sovereign. From that time Tume° opposed, previously lie hnd favoured, 
the ambition of Monmouth. Buck. Memonn, n. 33—38. Macph. i. 84. 
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advised to be in readiness to take advantage of any re- 
volution which might follow *. 

The king was aware of the correspondence, but not ot 
the particulars; and Ins jealous) was augmented by the 
ambiguous language of the instructions found upon Car- 
stairs, an agent from the pri :t«* tor the levy of troops. 
He resolved to watch more nau^wly the conduct of 
Shaftesbury, who already began to pruc.ti ->e those arts of 
exciting the passions of the people, whu-h h<> afterwards 
employed to a greater extent, and with a more favour- 
able result. He represented Immelf as having earned 
b) his zeal for protestant ism the halicil of the papists; 
under pretence that his liie was in danger from their 
malice, he procured iodgiugs m the house oi Cook, an 
anabaptist preacher, and announced to the citizens that 
he trusted lor his safety to their vigilance and fidelity. 
But the king had no intention that the agitator should 
gam the ascendency m the capital. lie informed Shaftes- 
bury that he was acquaint ;u with in-, intrigues; he 
ordered him to quit London and retire to Ins house in 
the country; and he dined m public with the lord major 
on the J9th of October, and accepted, in a gold box, the 
freedom of the city. On such o* casions the king was 
irresistible. In defiance of the reports eiieulated against 
him, lie won by his affability and cheerfulness the hearts 
of the citizens t. 

During the summer Charles had leisure to decide on 
the fate of the three ministers who had drawn upon 
themselves the displeasure of the parliament. He con- 
sidered Lauderdale as a sen ant of the crown of Scotland, 
and rcsohed to retain him in all Ins offices in opposition 
to the votes of the house of commons. Buckingham he 
dismissed without regret ; and that nobleman immedi- 
ately joined Shaftesbury, and proved lnm^elf a valuable 
auxiliary in the ranks of his former enemies. Arlington, 

* D'Avaux, i 8. Viurirt, ii. 56. Burnet, however, bhoulu be corm-tei! 
by Tern pli*. u. 28G. 294. 3.14 33?. 

f Maeph. l. 73. K ennet, 300. 
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by the royal command, accepted from sir Joseph William- 
son, under secretary, the sum of 6,000/. for the secretary- 
ship of si ate, and was raised to a more honourable, 
though less influential, office, that of chamberlain of 
the household. He did not, however, disguise to him- 
self the real cause of his removal. He had observed the 
rapid progress which the new treasurer, lately created 
earl of Danby, had made in the royal favour ; he saw 
that, to support his own declining credit, it was necessary 
to render some signal service to the king ; and with this 
view he proposed to him the negotiation of a marriage 
between William, prince of Orange, and Mary, eldest 
daughter, and presumptive heir to the duke of York. 
As the prince was a protestant, such marriage, he argued, 
would tend to allay the religious apprehensions of the 
people ; and, as it would open to him a fair prospect of 
succeeding to the throne, it might reasonably be ex- 
peeled, in return, that he should divorce himself from 
his political connexion with the popular leaders, and 
second the king in his endeavours to mediate a general 
peace. It was in vain that the duke of York objected : 
when he claimed the rights of a parent, he was told that 
Ins children were the property of the nation ; and when 
he urged the indelicacy of making his daughter the 
wooer, it was replied, that it would be the care of the 
negotiator to lead the prince by hints and suggestions to 
make the first proposal. Charles entered .vn-mly into 
the project, and the earls of Arlington and Ossory pro- 
ceeded with their families to the Hague, under the pre- 
tence of visiting the relatives of their wives, two sisters 
of the name of Beverwaert, daughters of a natural son of 
Maurice, prince of Orange. But William had already 
taken his determination. For Arlington he had con- 
tracted an insuperable aversion ; and when that minister 
complained to him m his uncle’s name of his reluctance 
to accept the king's mediation, and of his intrigues 
against the ro)al authority, he replied, that peace must 
depend on the consent of those allies who had so gene- 
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rously rescued his country from the grasp of the invader, 
and that his honour forbade him to enter into explana- 
tions which might compromise the safety of his friends 
in England. To the earl of Ossory, whom the prince, on 
account of his naval reputation, treated with more 
respect, had been assigned the first mention of the in- 
tended marriage ; but the moment he attempted to in- 
troduce the subject, William interrupted him hv the 
laconic remark, that, in the existing circumstances, he 
was not in a condition to think of a wife. The fact was, 
that his English adherents were alarmed. They admo- 
nished him to be on his guard against the wiles and 
sophistry of Arlington, and conjured him to reject the 
proposal of marriage as an artifice devised by his enemies, 
to destroy his popularity, by persuading the people that 
he was joined in league with the king and the duke 
against their liberties and religion. The advice was re- 
ligiously obeyed ; and the envoys, having paid a shorr 
visit to their relations, returned to England. Here Ar- 
lington found that the failure of his mission did not con- 
tribute to raise him in the estimation of his sovereign, 
and that Dauby had improved the opportunity furnished 
by his absence, to render lurnself the lord of the as- 
cendant *. 

As the winter passed, the leaders of the two great 
parties held numerous consultations, to recruit then- 
forces, and arrange their plans against the approaching 
session of parliament. In the house of lords the ad- 
versaries of the minister could present a small hut for- 
midable minority under the duke of Buckingham, the 
earls of Shaftesbury and Salisbury, and the lord Wharton. 
In that of the commons they formed a numerous party 
under active and experienced leaders ; among whom were 
Garroway and Lee, veterans, who had long been listened 

* James, i. 500—2 Temple, ii. 287 — 295. 334. Coleman's Letter, C 
Journ. ix. 527. The origin of the prince’s aversion to Arlington arose from 
that minister’s attempts iu favour of the project to legitimate Monmouth 
Macph. 1 74. 84. When the offer of marriage was made, lie knew that 
the duchess of York was in an advanced state of pregnancy, acircumstance 
which considerably lessened its value. 
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to as oracles in the house : Powle and Lyttleton, skilled 
in the science of forms and the application of precedents ; 
lord Cavendish, distinguished by the versatility of his 
talents and the elegance of his manners, the votary at 
the same time of ambition and of pleasure, ardent in his 
pursuits, and implacable in bis resentments ; lord Rus- 
sell. less brilliant and less eloquent than his friend, hut 
more regular in his morals, and more respected by his 
colleagues ; sir William Coventry, whose experience 
easily detected the arts and sophistry of the ministers, 
and whose apparent want of passion gave the semblance 
of impartiality to his opinions ; and Birch, who had been 
a colonel in the revolutionary army, and was now the 
roughest, boldest speaker in the house *, To these 
should he added Meres, Sacheverell, Vaughan, and se- 
veral others, ready and zealous debaters on esery ques- 
tion ; but the master spirit, who guided the motions of 
the whole body, was the earl of Shaftesbury, and to him 
was occasional]} joined ihe earl of Arlington, who, 
through his eagerness to humble a successful rival, forgot 
lus obligations to his sovereign, and readily lent ins aid 
to oppose those counsels, in the origination of which he 
no longer participated. By these it was determined to 
insist on the recall of the English troops serving in the 
French army; to advise an immediate unio?* with tin 
allies for the purpose of breaking the power of Louis 
XIV. ; to impeach the earl ot Danby ; and to refuse all 
pecuniary aul as long as he should retain the ofliee of 
lord treasurer. Some of these were popular measures ; 
all were calculated to embarrass the court, and might, 
by leading to a change of administration, place Shaftes- 
bury and Arlington once more at the head of the go- 
vernment t. 

Danby, on the other hand, prepared to meet his op- 

* Sir Edward Seymour once* reflected on Birch’s former occupation, that 
o! a common carnei. " It is tiue, ’ he replied, M 1 was once a earlier, and 
“ it is well for the gentleman that he was nut one too. Foi if lie had, he 
“ would never ha\e been anything else.” Burnet, u. 80 note 
+ See Burnet, n. 80 — 83, and Temple, a. 30‘i Temple was *mployedhy 
4 Jie hiny to expostulate with Ailmytou. 
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ponents with a confident anticipation of victory. He had 
persuaded himself that their success in the last session 
was owing to the dexterity with which they employed the 
cry of “ no popery,” and marshalled in their favour the 
religious fears and jealousies of the people. He obtained 
permission of the king to oppose them with their own 
weapons, and for this purpose, to employ the whole 
power of government in putting down every species of 
sectarianism and dissent, and to rally the cavaliers and 
the clergy round the throne, by identifying the cause of 
the church with that of the court. A council was held 167'). 
by appointment at Lambeth : several of the bishops met ^l 1, 
the lord keeper, the lord treasurer, Lauderdale, and the 
two secretaries of state ; the king’s anxiety for the sup- 
port and prosperity of the establishment was explained, 
the aid of the prelates and clergy demanded, and a plan 
of combined operation arranged. In a few days the first 
fruits of the consultation appeared. A proclamation 
was published, embodying six orders which had recently 
been made in council, that all natives who had taken 
orders in Ihe church of Kome should quit the realm in 
the space of six weeks, under tin* penalty of death * ; 
that every subject of the three kingdoms, who presumed 
to attend at mass, either in the queen’s chapel, or many 
chapel belonging to the foreign ambassadors, should for 
that offence suffer a year's imprisonment and pay a fine 
of one hundred marks, of which a third part should be 
gi\en as a reward to the informer ; that all convictions 
of popish recusants, particularly among the more opulent 
classes, should be brought to a conclusion without delay, 
and certified into his majesty’s exchequer : that any 
papist, or reputed papist, who should dare to enter the 
palaces of Whitehall, or St. James’s, or any other place 
where the court might chance to be, should, if a peer, be 
committed to the Tower, if under the rank of a peer, to 
one of the common gaols ; and, lastly, that, since all 

* In thin and all similar pioclamations, Mr. John Tludleston was ex 
wpteil on account of his services to the king after the battle of Worcester. 
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licenses for separate places of worship had been recalled, 
the laws for the suppression of conventicles should be 
rigorously enforced *. 

By the popular party, this proclamation was ridiculed 
as a weak and unworthy artifice to blind the e>es of the 
people. Among the catholics and non-conformists, it 
created considerable alarm. A deputation of ministers 
waited on the duke of York, reminded him of Ins frequent 
declarations m lavoin of liberty of conscience, and so- 
licited his protection against the intolerant policy of the 
cabinet. But James had already remonstrated m vain 
He had icpresented to the king, that such severity to the 
dissenters was dangerous, because it might goad that 
numerous and powerful body to resistance; and with 
respect to catholics, it was ungrateful, on account of 
their former services to Ins father, and unnecessary, be- 
cause, few as tho\ were m number, and incapacitated by 
tests and disqualifications, they possessed not the power, 
even if they had the will, of injuring the establishment. 
But Charles, assured of Ins hi other's submission, cared 
little for his objections ; he even prepared for him a more 
bitter mortification. In virtue of the royal uiandat* 1 , the 
bishop of London conducted the princess Mary to church, 
and conferred on her the rite of confirmation 111 defiance 
of the authority of her father t. 

April At the appointed time, the session was opened with a 
13 - speech from the throne. The king assu'ui the two 
houses, that his great object in calling them together 
was to come to a right understanding with his parlia- 
ment, and to expose to the world the hollow and wicked 
designs of those who sought to drive him to a dissolution. 
But these men would find themselves disappointed. He 
was neither so weak nor so irresolute as to part with his 
friends in order to oblige his enemies. In the speech of 
the lord keeper, the chief novelty was an awkward at- 

• Wilkins, (’on iv. 595. Kenuet, 301. Hornet, 253. 

+ James, i. 499, 500 MacpherRon (i. 81. 4 ) postpones the con- 

fu mat ion of the princess to the following jear. 
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tempt to justify the lale intolerant proclamation. The 
government, he said, was placed in a most delicate and 
difficult situation, between the church on one side, and 
the dissenteis and catholics on the other. If the king 
suspended the execution of the penal laws, he was told 
that he deserted the cause ol tin; church ; if he enforced 
them, he was reproached with the charge of persecution. 

But it was better to have some rule than none* other- 
wise universal toleration, and endless confusion, the 
necessary consequence of toleration, must ensue. The 
king had followed the rule laid down by the legislature ; 
and, if any man fell aggrieved by il, he was still at liberty 
to appeal to the wisdom and equity of parliament, the 
best judge of the real interests of the nation *. 

Of the plan devised at Lambeth, that pan which ie- 
garded the suppression of popery was entrusted to the 
friends of the minister in the house of commons, where, 
fo such a proposal, no opposition could be expected. 
Resolutions were accordingly voted, committees ap- April 
pointed, and bills introduced. Still nothing was done. J'- 
That zeal for orthodoxy, which had formerly animated ~ J 
the members, seemed to he extinct, and not one of the 
bills proceeded any farther than the second reading. 

The fact was, that the popular leaders ceased to urge the 
suppression of popery, when their opponents would claim 
the chief merit of the measure i\ Their efforts were di 
rected to the pursuit of their own objects. 1°. They ob- 
tained a renewal ol the address to remove Laudculklo 
from office ; hut Charles was now furnished with a ready 2:1 
answer, — that the words laid to his charge, if spoken at 
all, were spoken before the last act of grace, and must 
therefore be covered by it; and that the act of the 
Scottish parliament for the levy of the army necessarily 

* L Jonrn. xi. 6 >3, 4 

f Com Jour n. Ap 16,17 21. Maj 27 Marvel), i. 217 237-240. "We 
" wi'ie roofideiit,” says Coleman, “ th.it, the imnisteis haling turned then 
“ face*, the parliament would do so to nuil still be against tnem, and be as 
"little for junsecution then, us> they were for popery beloie ” Com 
Journ. ix. 52/. 
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arose out of a preceding act in 16G3, when Lauderdale 
was not the royal commissioner*. 2 U . Lord William 
April Russell called the attention of the house to the conduct 
of the lord treasurer : and seven articles of impeachment 
were exhibited against him, charging him with improper 
use of the authority of his office to deceive the king, 
enrich his own family, and squander the royal treasure. 
There appears to have been little ground for any of these 
charges. But Dauby did not rely solely on his inno- 
cence : he was careful to purchase adherents m the 
house, not after the mariner of Ins predecessors, by 
offering presents to the mote eminent speakers, but by 
seeking out silent votes, which might be procured at a 
1 j lower price, and therefore in greater number. Tiie articles 
against him were debated separately, and each m it^ turn 
was rejected f. 3°. Besides Danin, the Dutch and 
Spanish ambassadors had also been lavish of money. 
Their object was to procure the revocation of the English 
regiments in the French army; and their efforts were 
4 zealously aided by the popular party. To the address for 
this purpose presented by the house, (Jinnies 'vphed, 
that the English corps was inconsiderable in pomi of 
number, and he would take care that it should not he 
recruited. More than this he could not do * to recall it 
would be inconsistent with his honour. This answer 
provoked a mo^t vehement debate in a cornu u 4 ee of the 
whole house. On one side it wun maintain \i that the 
English amounted to eight thousand men, that they 


# Burnel disgraced himself on this occasion Out of ill humour at the 
treatment which he had received fioni Lauilcidale, he ictcaled tn his 
enemies the purport ol a confidential conversation with that nobleman, 
and repented it, though apparently with reluctance, at the bar ol the house 
of commons. The truth is," he says of himself, “ I had been abo\e a 
" year in perpetual agitation, and was not calm or cool enough to reflect 
“ on my couduct as 1 ought to have duue.” By this treacheiy lie lost the 
favour of the king, and also of the duke of York, who had previously pro 
tected Imu from the resentment of Lauderdale. Bmuet, li. 03—5. Mar- 
vell, i. SUL. 

t Com. Journ. Ap 26, 27. 30. May 3. Kul. Ilist.iv. 088— 695. Burnet, 
it 69. Marvell, i. 225 7 4J6. If we may believe Coleman, 200,000/. was 
spent in bribes by the dinerent parties during tins session. Corn Journ. 
lit 528. 
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formed the chief force in the army commanded by Tu- 
reiiiie, and that to their gallantry were owing most of the 
advantages which had been gained by that general. On 
the other, it was contended that they did not exceed two 
thousand horse and foot ; tin f, on the conclusion of the 
peace with the States, it was mutually understood that 
they were not to be recalled ; and that a much greater 
number of British subjects was actually seivmg in the 
Dutch army under the prince of Orange. On a division, 
the tellers were charged with negligence or fraud ; in- 
stantly the leaders who sat on the lowest benches sprung 
to the table, and the other members on each side crowded 
to their support. Lord Cavendish and Sir J olin ITanmer 
distinguished themselves by their violence ; and epithets 
of insult, with threats of defiance, were reciprocally ex- 
changed. The tumult had lasted half an hour, when the 
speaker, without asking pei mission, took possession ot 
the chair: the mace, after some resistance, was again 
placed on the table; the members resumed their seats, 
and, on the motion of Sir Thomas Lee, a promise was Ma\ 
given by each in Ins turn, thal he would lake no notice 1 1- 
out of doors of what had happened within. The dis- 20. 
cushion of the question was again hi ought forward. On 
one occasion the ministers obtained the majority by a J urn- 
single voice : on another they were defeated by the *" 
casting vote of the speaker. A new address was ordered ; 
but there is no evidence that it was ever presented*. 

The more important part of the ministerial prqjcct, 
the panacea for all the evils of the nation, was reserved 
for the house of lords, in which the court was assured of 


an overwhelming majority. Tiiis was introduced in the April 
shape of a tost to be taken by all members of parliament, 
by privy councillors, magistrates, and all persons hold- 
ing office under the crown. The test itself was made 


up of the several oaths and declarations which, by suc- 


* Com. Jonrn. May 8. 10, 11. 20. June 2, Pari. Hist iv 699—709 
Marvell, ii. 232. Cavendish and N ewport, in consequence of their behaviour 
on this occasion, were forbidden the court. Ib. 526. 
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cessive acts of parliament since the restoration, had been 
imposed upon members of corporations, officers of the 
army, and ministers of the church. These acts, how- 
ever, had been passed at a time when the nation had not 
recovered from that phrenzy of loyalty into which it had 
been thrown by the return of the king: now the minds 
of men had been allowed leisure to cool ; an intention 
of establishing arbitrary power had, by report, been at- 
tributed to the king ; and i he doctrines of the year Forty- 
one had begun to resume their former influence. That 
protection and allegiance are correlative, and that the 
law which secures the rights of the people, sanctions re- 
sistance to the invasion of those rights, were principles 
openly inculcated and maintained; and it was to check 
their diffusion, and to remove their supporters from par- 
liament and office, that the non -residing test had been 
devised. The king interested himself warmly in its suc- 
cess. He attended daily, standing as a spectator at the 
fire-side; but his presence, though it might animate the 
champions of the court, did not dismay or silence their 
April opponents* *• . The debates occupied seventeen days, often 
from an early hour till eight in the evening, sometimes 
till midnight. It is acknowledged, that on no former 
u ^ e occasion had such a display of eloquence and ability 
been exhibited in that house ; never had any question 
been discussed with so much obstinacy M'd address. 
The lords who chiefly distinguished them'd es by then- 
advocacy of the measure, were the lord treasurer, the 
lord keeper, and the bishops Morley and Ward; and to 
these were opposed. the acknowledged leaders of the po- 
pular party, with two catholic peers, the marquess of 
Winchester and the lord Petrel*. The former argued 

• " If uot the sun, the fire side was always in theii faces." Marvell, i. 
516 . 

t In Macphcrson’s extracts, we are told that when Shaftesbury applied 
to the catholic peers for their suppoil, some replied that they dared not 
oppose the king. It might provoke him to execute the penal laws against 
them, perhaps to seek then exclusion horn pailiunient, In winch they 
knpw from experience that Shaftesbury’s party would concur. "He 

*• swoie that ho and his fi lends never would, and wished tnat his tongue 
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that the principle of the test had already been recog- 
nised in the acts for corporations, the militia, and the 
church ; that the only object of the present bill was to 
render that principle more generally useful by extend- 
ing its operation ; that it would thus offer a sufficient 
security both to church and state, and at the same time 
a security so “ moderate,’* that it could not be refused 
by any but those who cherished seditious and antimo- 
narchical sentiments, and who, on that ver> account, 
ought not to be trusted with the office of making or of 
administering the laws. Their opponents replied, that 
the question was now altered ; that while the test was 
confined to persons in inferior situations, there remained 
the high court of parliament to explain its meaning, and 
control its application : but that now it was intended to 
bind the parliament itself, and to make all ranks of men 
dependent on the pleasure of the sovereign. Such a 
test invested both the ciown and the nnticwith a divine 
right, which could not he controlled by any human 
power, and amounted in effect to a “ dissettlement of 
“ the whole birthright of England.” 

When it came to be debated in its several parts, the 
opposition lords objected that the first clause, which 
pronounced it “ unlawful, on any pretence whatsoever, 

“ to take up arms against the king,” was calculated to 
provoke doubts and questions, which a wise adminis- 
tration would seek to prevent. What, it might be 
asked, was tlie distinction between passive obedience, 
and the unlawfulness of resistance in any circum- 
stances whatsoever; where the difference between an 
absolute government and a limited monarchy, if there 
were no boundary to submission under either ? Against 
the second, that it “ is traitorous to take up arms by 
“ the king's authority against his person,” (an allusion 
to the language of the parliament during the civil war,) 
they argued, that circumstances might occur, as in the 
case of Henry VI., in which such taking up of arms 


u might cleave to the iuof of his mouth, if he ever spoke lor so unjust a 
“ thing.” M.icph i 8U 
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might tend to the benefit and safety of the sovereign ; 
and the third, which extended the same doctrine to the 
employment of force against persons commissioned by 
the crown, they described as leading to the most oppres- 
sive and alarming results. It specified neither the ob- 
ject of the commission, nor the qualification of the com- 
missioner; but made it treason to oppose with force the 
unlawful aggression not only of sheriffs and magistrates, 
but even of naval and military officers; for all Ihesc 
were armed with commissions from the king, and might 
pretend to act in “pursuance of such commission.” 

The great struggle, however, remained. The oath 
was at first conceived in the following words : “ I do 
“ swear that I will not endeavour the alteration of the 
“ go\ eminent either in church or state '' The practice 
of multiplying oaths was represented as impious, by 
holding out temptations to perjury, and as useless, be- 
cause oaths bind only men of honourable and vntuous 
minds, from whom sedition or rebellion is not to be ap- 
prehended. But to llns oath in particular it. was ob- 
jected, that if it were made a necessary qualification foi 
a seat in parliament, it would operate to the disherison 
both of the people and the peerage; of the people, by 
trenching on their right of intrusting to men of then- 
own choice the power of imposing the public taxes ; nnd 
of the peerage, by depriving the peers, who should refuse 
to take it, of the right to which they were horn, of siring 
m that house, and taking a part m the discussion of Jl 
subjects debated witlnn its walls. The latter part of this 
objection was urged with so much vehemence, that the 
ministers deemed it prudent to yield. The lord treasurer 
proposed a lcsolution, which, at the suggestion of the 
duke of York, was changed into a standing order of the 
house, that “no oath should ever be imposed, by bill or 
“ otherwise, the refusal of which should deprive any peer 
“ of his place or vote in parliament, or of liberty of de- 
“ bate therein*.” 


* L. Jcnrni. xn. 673. Marph. i 81. In hen of the oath proposed by the 
bill, and all othei tests to be t.vheu by members of pailiuineni, the foilo - 
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When the house proceeded to consider the form of the 
proposed oath, the bishops were exposed to the profane 
je»ts and irreverent sarcasms of the duke of Bucking- 
ham, and called upon to answer several searching and 
vexatious inquiries by the dissenting peers. What, it 
was asked, was this episcopal government, to which the 
subject had now to swear allegiance ? From whom dul 
the pi elates profess to derive their powers? They re- 
plied, that the priesthood, and the powers of the priest- 
hood, came to them from Christ; the license to exercise 
those powers from the civil magistrate. “ But,” ex- 
claimed the lord Wharton, “excommunication is one of 
“those povvcis; do you derive from the sovereign the 
“license to excommunicate the sovereign ?’ 1 This, it, 
was answered, was to suppose an extreme cose which 
lmd never arrived, and probably never would arrive. 
Others obsened, that the oath provided only for “the 
government,” or discipline of the church: why were its 
doctrines omitted ? The government of the church ol 
Home was episcopal: no catholic would object to take 
the oath, even if at the same tirim lie should meditate 
the subvention of one church, and the establishment of 
the other. This objection alarmed the lord tveasuier, 
and lie olTered to add the words “ the* protest ant rcli- 
“ gion." “But what,” asked the earl of Shaftesbury, 
“ is the protestant religion ? Where are its boundaries? 
“IIow are they to he ascertained?” The bishop of 
Winchester replied, that the protestant religion was 
comprehended in the thirty-nine articles, the liturgy, the 


was moved as im amendment by the maiquess of Winchester: "I 
'* sueai that 1 will never by lineal-, injunctions, plumules, advantages, oi 
m\ Millions, by oi bom any prison whatsoe\ei, oi through the hope oi 
" prospeit of any sj.li, yd ace, office oi benefit w luitsoever, jp\ t* my \ote 
“ otlieiwise than acioidiii<; to my opinion and conscience, as I shall be 
" tiuly and really persuaded upon the debate of any business in pailia- 
“ metil.” Such an oath would piohibly have been as unpalatable to the 
opponents as to the udheieuts ol the minister It was, however, seconded 
ami suppoitrd •, add the odium of rejecting it was lelt to the loul keepen, 
who contended, that the hope of reward was not incompatible with inte- 
grity of conduct, but sometimes necessm y to stimulate the indolent uid 
the indifferent. Pail Hist iv. App. lxii. 
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catechism, the canons, and the homilies. His opponent 
again inquired whether every thing contained m these 
five books were part and parcel of the protestant reli- 
gion ? If so, then it must be contended that their au- 
thors were infallible, and had laid down nothing which 
ought to be rejected or reformed. If not, then the ob- 
jection recurred : the precise limits of the protestant 
religion were unknown, and no man could conscienti- 
ously bind himself by oath never to alter a system, with 
the real extent of which lie was unacquainted. To escape 
from the difficulty, the words, “ now established by law 
" in the church of England,” were added. 

May From the government of the church, ihe debate pro- 

3 * ceeded to the government in the state. Here the op- 
ponents of the measure renewed the struggle with equal 
obstinacy. Were the civil institutions the country so 
perfect as to admit of no improvement? Could no com- 
bination of circumstances ever occur to make some alter- 
ation expedient? Let the house give its sanction to this 
part of the oath, and the chief privilege of the peerage 
was gone for ever. They might, assemble and vote sup- 
plies; but to legislate on any subject connected with the 
government of the country would be a violation of the 
test. They must abandon their duty as a part of the 
legislature, or perform it under the guilt of perjury. 

At length, after a variety of amendments and adjourn- 
ments, divisions and protests, the declaration aru oath 
were passed in the committee, m the following in.pioved 
form. “ I, A. B., do declare that it is not lawful, on any 
“ pretence whatsoever, to lake up arms against the 
“ king ; and I do abhor the traitorous position of tak- 
“ ing arms by his authority against his person or against 
“ those that are com missioned by him according to law, 
“ in time of rebellion and war, and acting in pursuance 
“ of such commission. I, A. B., do swear that I will not 
“ endeavour any alteration of the protestant religion 
“ now established by law m the church of England, nor 
“ will I endeavour any alteration in the government, in 
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“ church or state, as it is by law established.” There 
only remained to determine the penalty of a refusal 
to take the lest, which, in defiance of all the efforts of 
the opposition, was fixed at a fine to 500/., and incapa- 
city to hold office or commission under the ennui. But, 
as this incapacit) did not affect Uie light of sitting in 
either house, the members of both were made subject 
to a repetition of the fine in every succeeding parlia- 
ment*. 

To retard the progress of the bill, had been the great 
object of the country party m the house of lords ; to 
throw it out, was to he the achievement of tlicir associates 
in (hat of the commons. But even there much had 
lately happened to shake their confidence in their own 
power: the fate of the impeachment of Danby, and the 
rejection of a bill to pre\ent members from accepting 
places under government, had convinced them that the 
ministers could command ihe votes of many secret, but 
faithful, adherents. To relieve them from their appre- 
hension's, an event occurred which, if it were not, as is 
probable, originally contrived, was ut least most dexter- 
ously improved, to suspend the course of ordinary 
business in both houses, and to provoke a dissolution, or 
at least a prorogation of parliament. At all tunes an ap- 
peal by writ of error lay from the decisions in the courts 
of law to the house of lords, as the supreme judicature 
m the nation ; and, during the reign of James I., similar 
proceedings had been introduced relative to judgments 
in chancery. It happened that at this period the de- 
fendants in three of these appeals to the justice of the 
loids possessed seats in the house of commons; and 
when notice to appear was served on sir John Fngg, 
one of the three, the house voted such a notice a breach 

* Foi this important delink*, see tin* Lords' Journals, xii 665 9 G71 3. 
1 l’? 11 : J lltt 1V . 7 * 4 7-L A|*P wm xlvn. lluincl, \i 71 

4 Marvell, 1 a 10. 8. North, (la The lost was originally devised by 
(d.uviidoii but ho, son, who on the* death of the i*\ik* had succeeded to 
tin* title, constantly opposed it. His name is in all the protests culcied 
on the join mils , and the kin«* was so displeased with his conduct, that he 
dcpmcil him of ins place ot cliainbcil.un to the cjiicen Mai veil, i. ‘JJ7 

VOL. XII. 
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M'jy of privilege The lords insisted on thcii claim. Theirs 
was the only court to decide on writs of error or appeal ; 
they sate oniy at the same time with the house of com- 
mons; ancl thcicfore, if they could not hear causes m 
which the members of that house were parties, a denial 
of justice must follow. The commons disputed the in- 
ference — it might he a suspension, but not a denial ol 
justice — the appeal might be heard, when the parties 
were no longer entitled to iho privilege of parliament. 
Nothing could be weaker than such reasoning ; but they 
compensated for its weakness by the vigour of their 
1-. conduct. They committed to the Tower, Shirley and 
15. Stoughton, two of the appellants; resolved that to pro- 
secute m the house of lords any cause against a member 
2^. of their house was a breach of privilege; declared that 
no appeal lay from the courts of equity to any other tri- 
Jmu'bunal; and voted that foiu barristers, who, by order of 
*• the lords, had pleaded before them in one of the appeals, 
should be taken into custody. This last insult set the 
higher house m a llame : and the opponents of the test, 
whose real aim was to foment the quairel, were the fore- 
2, most to defend the rights of tlu* peerage. The captive 
barristers wereieseued by the usher of the black rod 
from the grasp of the sergeant -at- arms, who suddenly 
absconded, that he might escape the punishment with 
which the liou«u of commons had determined to visit 

his pusillanimity or negligence. Two days att-rvanls, 
the spenkei, as he passed through Weshnm^ui hall, 
arrested Pemberton, one of the barristers, and took his 
prisoner with him to his chamber* ; the new seigeant a 1 
arms brought the other three out of ilie conn of king’s 
bench, and all four weie conveyed to the Tower. The 


* Unmet (tint to lhirnet alone little cieilit is due') tells, us, that Sey 
mom the speakei was “ the most immoral and impious man of the aj'e, 
“ tie* unjmtost and blackest man that h\ed in his time” Ol hihpmlo, 
an in-t.inee is jelated In luid l»oi Chester, that when Ins carnage bioku 
down ucai Charing cross, he took possession of the tiist gentleman’* eai- 
nu"e that came by, and turned out the owner, telling him, it was more 
]>i< pci that he, than the speaker of the house ol commons, should walk m 
the Siieet. lkun*t, n 'JO, note. 
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house of lords was not slow to undertake their protection. 

A message was sent to the lieutenant to set them at 
liberty, and, when he demuired, four wilts of habeas June 
corpus were forwarded by the lcid-keeper, commanding 7. 
him to produce his prisoners before the King in hi* high 
couit of parliament. The heulenant was perplexed, ft- 
lie consulted the house of commons, which forbade lmn 
to obey the writs; and, in this choice of e\ils, lie pre- 
ferred, as the less dangerous, to incur the dis-plcasuie of 
the lends*. 

During the altei cation, Charles had addressed both r h 
houses m the tone, and with the digmt\, of a master. 

The) were, he told them, the dupes of men, ein inies to 
him and to the church of England- the authois of the 
quarrel sought not the preservation of prmlege, hot i lie 
dissolution of parliament • lot the two houses confer 
coolly and dispassionately together; tbe\ would easily 
discover the means of leeoncdiation, or, if they did not, 
he would judge impartially between them, for be could, 
not sit a silent spectator of a dispute which thie.uciied 
to spread itself through the nation, tor a nice question 
of privilege. But Ins aduee was di.vogarded: the ir- 
ritation t.f the parties was nourished by i ope a led acts of 
mutual defiance; and the king, to suspend the piusecu- 9. 
lion of the quarrel, piorogued the parliament*. 

Though Charles m his speech made no allusion to his() c t, 
own wants, yet Ins promise, to meet them again m a short -.1. 
time, led to a suspicion that the gmernment wu* icdneed 
to tiie lowest state of pecuniary (listless ; and I lie leaders 
of the eountiy p.utv icsolveii to persist til their plen of oj>- 
posmga supply, with the hope of provoking a dissolution 
of the ministry, or of the parliament. The first would 
offer to their ambition tbe offices held by tlieir opponents, 
the latter would be succeeded by a general election, in 

* L Jour n. C79. 80 91 4 8 7«<> f. 10 13. 16 18 720 3 5 7. Com. 
.loinu M.i} 5 15 28 Jinn* J. 4 8 M.um'II, 1 . 517 Uuuirt, u 
I’.»rl. IIisl iv 721 St TimIs.m 1121 

f Com. Jimi rials, Juno 5. 9. L. Jouni. 725 9. 



f>& CH MILES IT. [CHAP. I. 

Oct which they promised to themselves a decided superiority. 
13. The houses accordingly mol, and the king solicited the aid 
of Ins people* to pay oft' the anticipations on the revenue, 
amounting to 400,000/., and to put the navy in a con- 
dition 1o maintain the dignity of the British Hag 1 . In 
the committee on the royal speech, the ministers ob- 
tamed at first the majority by the casting vote of the 
l'\ chairman. But on a second division they were defeated 
h) a small majority, and the house refused to entertain 
the question of supply on account of anticipations. This 
was a severe disappointment ; yet Dauby did not de- 
spond ; a long session would afford him the opportunity 
of appealing to the ambition and cupidity of the members : 
and it was possible that several might oppose the court 
now, with the sole view of obtaining a higher price for 
ther future services. The house proceeded with the 
public business. It was \otod that 400,000/. per annum 
should be taken from the customs, and applied to the 
maintenance of the na\y ; that a sum of 300,000/. should 
be raised and placed m the chamber of London, and be 
appropriated to the building of twenty ships of war ; that 
papists should be disabled from sitting in either house of 
parliament; that a bill should be introduced to recall 
the English foices serving in the French army - and 
that a remedy should he devised to prevent bribery m 
elections. In the divisions which those questions pro- 
duced, the balance inclined alternately in favour of the 
opposite parties ; and the majorities weie so ti iftjog, that 
it was impossible to foresee which would ultimately ob- 
oq tain the superiority *h In the house of lords, Shirley 
hastened to revive the question of Ins appeal. Each 
party sought to cast on the other the odium of the 
measure; hut the subsequent proceedings shew that the 
appellant acted under the advice, or by the instigation 
of Shaftesbury and his friends. In the debate, which 

# The leailoi is aware lh.il ii h:is 1 lie custom In ,f antu ipate,” Unit is, to 
inoifgage, ceitaiu lnaiicln s of the leveuue Jor the pa\ merit of the capital 
and interest of loans of monr\ . 

f Corn Journals, Uct. 1‘J l’arl. Ilisl n 7 -j 1— 7. Man ell, i. 252— 68 
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was continued h\ adjournment for several days, that 
nobleman displayed extraordinary eloquence and warm lh v 
and obtained, m defiance of the ministers and the pre- 
lates, the appoint men 1 of a day for the hearing of the 
appeal. It might be 1 hut, as lie pietended, he sought to 
establish be} mid dispute the clu-in of the peerage ; but 
he had moreover a private and more interested motive. 

He was the author of a pamphlet, recently published 
under the title of “ A Let lei from a Person of Quality 
k to a Friend in the Couutrv,” purporting to detail the 
debate in the last session on the question of the non-re- 
nting test. This tract the house voted “ a lying, scan- 9. 

],.< Ions, and seditious libel it was ordered to be burnt 
h\ the hand of the common hangman, nnd a committee 
was appointed to discover the author, printer, and pub- 
lisher. Under such cncumstances, the renewal of’ the 
quarrel between the houses ottered him the best shelter 
from prosecution. In the commons, attempts were made 
to revive the violent, votes of the last session against the 
claim of the peers ; but they weie constantly defeated by 
the court party, who on this subject commanded a large 
majority, and procured a vole for a confluence, “ to pre- 19 . 
“ seive a good understanding between the two houses.” 

Iu lliat meeting they suggested that, according to the 
royal advice, all subjects of national interest should take 
precedence of the question of judicature ; but Shaftes- 
bury opposed the expedient under different pic texts, and 
a resolution was earned to hear the appeal on the iollow- 
mg morning. The resentment of the commons could no 
longer he restrained; 111 one house the obnoxious votes 
were revived * ; in the other, lord Mohun moved an 20. 
address for the dissolution of the parliament. Thus a 
new subject of contention was raised, which called foith 
the whole strength of the two parties. The popular 
leaders supported the motion, on the ground that frequent 
parliaments were required by the ancient constitution of 


* M.u\ell,i ‘rO. 1. Com. lomii No\ 1 H, 10. L. Journals, xm 20. 
tSnmtTb’ Ti ads, mu 4;i 
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the kingdom ; that the existing house of commons, chosen 
in 1601, did not in fact represent the sense of the nation 
in 1675; and tliat the pretensions which it set forth, the 
violence which it. displayed, the superiority which it as- 
sumed, had led to a state of things, in which the parlia- 
ment, instead of proving a national benefit, had become 
a useless incumbrance ; but that with a new house, the 
real representatives of the people, no cause of dissension 
would exist ; the restoration of harmony would enable 
parliament to provide for every interest, to grant supplies 
to the crown, to establish securities for the church, to 
extend indulgence to dissenters, and to secure to the 
catholics the possession of their property and hereditary 
honours. On the other hand, the minister and Ins ad- 
herents contended, that a dissolution waa both unneces- 
sary and dangerous. As former dissensions between 
the houses had been healed, so the present was not 
without its remedy. Whatever might he the faults ot 
the house of commons, the civil and religious principles 
of its members had been proved. A new election nnglit 
introduce new men, hostile both to the church and iho 
throne ; antimonarchiral doctrines might regain the as 
ccndency ; and the miseries of the year forty- one might 
be renewed. Hitherto the duke ot’ York, however lie 
might disapprove, had deemed it his duty to abstain from 
all open opposition to the measures of government : on 
this occasion he gave Ins poweiful aid to lord Molmn ; 
and his example drew after it the support of lus adhe- 
rents, and of the catholic peers. The minister was 
alarmed ; his adversaries out numbered Ins followers in 
the house ; and it was only through the aid of proxies 
that he was able to obtain the small majority of two 
votes. The consequence was an immediate prorogation ; 
not for a short space, after the usual manner, but for the 
unprecedented duration of fifteen months*. 

* L. Jouiri xni ?3. According lo the list preserved j n Oldmixon, the 
contents vveie foity-one temporal peeis and seven proxies; the non (pa- 
tents, twenty one temporal peers, thnlccn Inshops, and sixteen proxies, 
Oldrnix. 591. 
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During this session an adventurer made his appear- 
ance on the public stage, the prototype of the celebrated 
Titus Oates. He was a foreigner, the son of Beauchat- 
oau, an actress in Baris, and had passed, with little 
credit Tor truth or integrity, through the several situa- 
tions of usher in a school, servant to a b diop, inmate in 
a monastery, and companion to an itinerant missionary. 

.A forgery, which he committed at Montdtdier, in Picardy, 
compelled him to lice from the pursuit of justice ; and 
he arrived m London, under a feigned name, without 
money and without friends. But his ingenuity did not 
desert him. He called liimsell' llyppohte du Chastelet 
do JLuzancy; hepiofessed an anxious desire to conform T 
to the church of England, and in the pulpit at the J f 
Savoy he read Ins abjuration, and delivered a discourse, 
stating the grounds of his conversion. InsUntl} the 
French jesuit (so he was now styled) became an object 
of interest to the zealous and the charitable' contribu- 
tions flowed to him from numerous quarters ; and lus 
only anxiety was to secure the means of support after 
the first excitement, which lie had caused, should have 
died away. Three months after his conversion, he gave Oct. 
information to some of the popular leaders that, about a 4. 
month before, Father St. Germain, who, for greater effect, 
was described as confessor to the duchess of York, had 
surprised him in Ins lodgings, and, holding a poniard to 
liis breast, had compelled him,* with the threat of instant 
death, to sign a recantation and a promise to return to 
his native country. Neither the improbability of the 
tale, nor the time that had been suffered to elapse, seems 
to have awakened suspicion. Lgjrd Holies communicated Nu* 
the important intelligence to the king in the house of b 
lords; lord Russell introduced it to the notice of the 
house of commons ; and the parliament, the court, the 
city, the country, resounded with cries of astonishment 
at the insolence of the papists. The king published a 10 . 
proclamation for the arrest of St. Germain, wherever he 
might be found ; the lords brought in a bill for the eu* 
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Nov. couragemcnt of monks and friars m foreign parts to leave 
!-• their convents, and embrace the reformed faith ; and the 
commons 01 dered the lord chief justice to issue his war- 
rant for the apprehension of all catholic priests, recoin - 
J5. mended Luzancy to the protection and bounty of the 
king, and passed a bill for the exclusion of papists from 
the two houses of parliament, and from the court. The 
convert was examined before the prny council and a 
committee of the house. lie persisted in Ins former 
tale ; he added, that he had learned from some French 
merchants, that in a short time protest nut blood would 
liow through the streets of London, and from St. Ger- 
main that the king was at heart a catholic, that the de- 
claration of indulgence had been fiamed for the purpose 
of introducing popery, and that there was an infinite 
number of priests and jesuits in London, who did great 
service to God. But the minds of men began to cool. 
His additional information, which was merely a repetition 
of the idle reports circulated in the coffee-houses, did not 
serve to raise his credit for \eracity ; and, when he was 
told to produce his witnesses, the absence of some, and 
the utter worthlessness of the others, shook the faith of 
his supporters. About the same time, Du Moresque, a 
French clergyman of the reformed church, published a 
history of his adventures in France ; and soon afterwards 
a pamphlet appeared, detailing the particulars of his life 
in the metropolis, and refuting his charge again*! St. 
Germain ; and, though Du Moresque was severely cen- 
sured by the bishop of London, and the distributor of 
the pamphlet threatened by the privy council, the pro- 
secution of the inquiry was at first suspended, and, for 
obvious reasons, never afterwards resumed *. 

* Com. .Tom n. Nov. 8 I, Joinii xiii 2) I’.nl 1 1 ist iv JBO Murxeil, 
i. 2G5, 6. Kerosbv. 2 l l — .'11. Wood, Alh (Kuii. iv p.u. n. col 350, 1. 
Compton, t!u* new ul Lon. Urn. nml the “ "te.il p.ilrou of uiinetlb 

“ fioin popeiy,” (Unmet, n 88 ) ordained Ln/stnc) about Cimstnias ami 
sent lmn to Oxford, wluno, on .l.iiui nv 27th, hew. is admitted master of 
arts, ul the recommendation of Oiniond. the eli.ineelloi While be re- 
mained in Oxloid, a traus.iriuiii ol a swindling desenptum bion^tit lus 
name beloiea court ol justice. s>oon alleiwaids the nation aas tin on n into 
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I shall conclude this chapter with a few notices re- 
specting the transactions in the two kingdoms of Scotland 
and Ireland. — I. In Scotland the chief attention of the 
government was devoted to the difficult task of main- 
taining the episcopal authority, m opposition to the re- 
ligious feelings of the people. That Charles disapproved 
of the seventies, which had driven the western cove- 
nanters into rebellion, cannot be doubted ; and it. was 
observed that, m proportion as the influence of Clarendon 
declined, more lenient measures were recommended to lbC>7. 
the Scottish council. The punishment for the refusal ‘ 
of the declaration was restricted to the imprisonment of 
the offender; the regular troops, which had been so 
actively employed in the execution of the penal laws, 
were disbanded ; archbishop Sharp received an order to Aug. 
attend 1o the spiritual concerns of his diocese ; and l () * 
Rothes was deprived of lus high office of royal commis- 
sioner, though, to console his wounded feelings, he ob- 
tained in leturn the chancelloiship for life. The carl of Oct. 
Tweedalc succeeded him as head of the government; 10- 
hut Lauderdale, by his office of secretary of state, pos- 
sessed superior influence with the soveicign. Both of 
these noblemen were presin teuans by principle ; but 
they disregarded the nice distinctions of the theologians, 
and persuadul themselves that by mutual concession the 
two parties might be brought to coalesce. Their object, 
therefore, was to maintain the episcopal establishment, 
but at the same time to offer to its adversaries such terms 
as might induce them to desist from all active opposition. 

To the covenanters in the west it was proposed, that the 
government should abstain from prosecution for past 
offences, provided they would bind themselves to keep 
the peace, under the penalty of forfeiting one year’s rent 
of their respective estates. But here a theological ques- 
tion arose. What, it was asked, did the council under- 
stand by keeping the peace? “ To perform the duties 

a fermpnt by the pietonded disrovenes of Titns Oates; nml Lnyanry, ‘ by 
*' favour of the bishop of London,” w.is admitted, “ ad proa regis,” vice.! of 
Dover-court, in Ls^ex, 18lh Dec 167S Wood, lbul. 
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“of righteousness commanded by the law of God?” 
This was an obligation incumbent on all Christians. 
Not to violate the laws, which had been made in oppo- 
sition to the covenant ? Such an engagement was un- 
lawful and anti-chrifetian. That the latter was the real 
meaning could not he doubted : if many submitted, a 
greater number refused to subscribe the bonds ; and 
Tweedate, after a short trial, abandoned a measure, 
which seemed more likely to produce disturbance than 
tranquillity * •• . 

About this lime happened ati e\ont which revived the 
angry passions of the two parries. Among the men, 
who had fought for the covenant at Rullum Green, was 
i(jf)8.“ a youth of much zeal and piety,” named James 
** Mitchell. After the defeat he brooded over the sufferings 
of his brethren, till he had wound up his mind to the 
highest pitch of enthusiasm, and believed that he felt a 
call from Heaven to avenge the blood of the martyrs on 
the apostate and pet secu ling prelate, archbishop Sharp. 
It was a little after mid day: the archbishop’s carriage 
drove to the door, and Mitchell took his station with a 
loaded pistol in Ins hand. Sharp came from the house, 
followed by Honey man, bishop of Orkney. The first 
had already seated lmnsclf, when the assassin discharged 
Ins pistol ; but at the very moment Iloneytnan raised 
his arm to enter the carriage, and received the Will in 
his wrist. To the cry that a man was killed, a \ nrc re- 
plied, “ It is only a bishop “ Mitchell closed the street, 
walked quietly nwnv, changed lu^ coat, and mixed again 
with the croud. The council offered a tempting return! 
for the apprehension of Ihe assassin, but six years 
elapsed before he was discovered t. 

* W'xhow, L>77> k irk ion. 2G6. 272. 1 linnet, i 411.420 Laniont. 232 

f Wmliow, 2 2 Knktoii, "7^ ilinmM, I 4HJ 1 1 m.is ui,:rd ui ddencc 
of Modioli, in it lit* . 1 - lid -ike ]’lnn»*.is, l,y <lmm- mij Aiinuml, dean 

of l.dmUufjh, it*pln*d lli.it could not lie, oIIhmmim* lie Mould li.uti uiC' 
cccdcdmtl'c .itwiiipl. To .nl«* tins .ugunici.t, it u.is lcm.iikcd, lint 

•• Iiitiel f.nli-il .i^.un-! lli«- i*il\ of Ai, l»cr.ui-i* I In u* m.is .in Aclian in Hie 
“ camp, .mil ciki-. 1 then* u.f ui.iny Aclians in the camp of uui I'sincl.” 
Kiiktuti, U66, note. 
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Tliis during outrage did not, however, provoke Twee- 
dale to recede from Ins purpose. He still hoped to win 
by conciliation, where he despaired of prevailing by 
severity. He made to the ejected ministers an offer, 
called “ the indulgence,” that they might enter on their ' 
former churches, if these were vacant, or on any other at 
the nomination of the patron, eujoy the manse and glebe 
without stipulation, and in addition receive the annual 
slipend, provided they would accept collation from the 
bishop, and attend the presbyteries and synods. The mo- 
deration of the proposal alarmed the more zealous, or more 
fanatic of the covenanters ; they pronounced it a snare 
for the consciences of iho unwary : besides the consent 
of the patron, a call from the parish was necessary for 
the lawful exercise of the ministry; and, moreover, to 
accept any ecclesiastical office at the invitation of the 
civil power, was a backsliding towards Erastianism. In 
defiance of this reasoning, ihrce-and- forty ministers ac- 
cepted the offer of the go\ernment, hut they soon dis- 
covered that, at the same time, they had foifeited the 
confidence of the people. They no longer preached with 
the fervid eloquence of men suffering persecution. Their 
exhortations to the practice of virtue and godliness ap- 
peared dull and lifeless, in comparison with the fierce 
invectives which they formerly poured forth against 
apostates and oppressors. It was inferred that the 
Spirit of God had abandoned them ; that they had be- 
come as “ dumb dogs that could not hark ; ” and their 
churches weie deserted for the ministry of those whose 
fanatical language harmonised better with the excited 
feelings ol their hearers*. 

Twcedale hitherto had acted by the advice, and been 
supported by the mlluence of Lauderdale. At length 
that nobleman came himself to Scotland, and held a 
parliament with the title of royal commissioner. 1°. Its 
first act was to enable the king to appoint commissioners, 
authorised to treat with certain commissioners from 
* Wocliow, 3U4 Kirktmi 128S. llimict, 1 . 4S8. 
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England, respecting a union of the two kingdoms ; a 
wise and beneficial measure, which Charles bad much 
at heart, but which he was never able to accomplish. 
In England, it was opposed through distrust of the 
roval motives ; in Scotland, through fear that it would 
be accompanied with the loss of national independence 
2°. It had been discovered, that the indulgence so lately 
granted was a violation of the laws for the establishment 
of episcopacy ; and to secure it from disturbance, and 
its authors from prosecution, the act of allegiance was 
converted into an act of unqualified supremacy, declar- 
ing the external government of the church an inherent 
right of the crown, and giving the force of law to all ai ts, 
orders, and constitutions respecting that government, or 
ecclesiastical meetings, or the matters to he proposed 
and determined in such meetings, provided those acts, 
orders, and constitutions, were recorded and published 
by the lords of the privy council. 3°. When the regular 
army was disbanded, it had been deemed prudent to raise 
the militia of horse and foot, Noted in the parliament of 
1663 ; and the men had been embodied and aimed in 
all hut the western counties, where it would hate been 
madness to put weapons mlo the hands of enthusiasts, 
read), at the first call of then leaders, to break into le- 
bellion. It was now not onl) declared that the right 
to levy and command the aimv resided m the crown, 
but moreover enacted, that the forces so levied should 
inarch into any pail of the king's dominions m pursu- 
ance of orders transmitted to them from the privy coun- 
cil. These two acts excited surprise both in Scotland 
and England. B> the first every vestige of the inde- 
pendence of the church was swept away ; by the second, 
the king was placed at the head of a standing army of 
twenty thousand men, bound to execute his orders, and 
to march into any part of Ins dominions. It might, in- 
deed, be doubted whether these words could he so con- 
strued as to extend to England, where the Scottish pai- 
liament could claim no authority ; but the leaders of the 
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opposition in England chose to interpret them in that 
sense, and to make them on that account one ground of 
their address for the removal of Lauderdale from the 
councils and the presence of the sovereign *. 

Though the recent act of supremacy shocked the re- 
ligious feelings of every true son ot the kirk, the govern- 
ment persisted in its former plan of conciliation. Burnet, 
who had opposed the indulgence, because it gave juris- 
diction without collation from the bishop, was compelled 
by threats to resign the archicpiscopal see of Glasgow ; 
Leighton, a prelate of more moderate principles, suc- 
ceeded in his place ; and several ministers w r ere again 
admitted by “ indulgence” into vacant churches. Still 
the obstinacy of the majority refused e\erj proposal; 
the conventicles grew more numerous ; and the regular 
curates were exposed to so many insults and injuries 
from the zeal of their opponents, that those who obeyed 
were said to suffer no less than those who transgressed, 
the law. The council determined io combine severity 
with indulgence; and, while they observed the terms 
which had been granted to the more moderate, con- 
demned to imprisonment the ministers who had preached 
at illegal assemblies, and exacted fines from the poisons 
who had afforded the opportunity of committing the 
offence. Blit field conventicles became a special object 
of alarm. From the stubborn and enthusiastic character 
of the men who frequented them, they weie considered 
as nurseries of sedition and treason ; and, in the next 
session of parliament, Lauderdale asked for some legal 
provision to abate so dangerous a practice. It was 
enacted that every unauthorised meeting for religious j u i y 
worship, even in a private house, should be deemed a 28. 
field conventicle, if any of the hearers stood in the open 
air ; and that every minister, who preached or prayed on 
any such occasion, during the three following years, 

• Wodrow, 309; App. No. 35. Kirklon, 301. 3. Lamunt, 2G7. Huri-ct, 
i. 492. 4, 5. 
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should incur the forfeiture of his property, and the 
punishment of death. The covenantors exclaimed loudly 
against the cruelly of the enactment; though such com- 
plaint came with less grace iioin men, who had formerly 
demanded and enforced laws of still gi eater inhumanity 
against the piofessors of the catholic (uith. The sequel, 
however, showed that the measure was not only inhuman, 
it was also impolitic. It did not put down the Hold 
conventicles, but it changed them into conventicles of 
armed men *. 

u tf- Before the terror, excited by this act, had subsided, 
the commissioner, with the aid of Leighton, the succes- 
sor of Burnet, made an attempt to restore tranquillity 
by “ a comprehension” of the dissenting ministers. 
The sole condition reqeiied was, that they should attend 
presbyteries as they were established before the year 
1638; and to make this the Jess object lonuble, it was 
offered that the bishops should wane then claim of a 
negative voice, and that all who pleased should he at 
liberty to protest agamsl it. But many saw, or thought 
that they saw, even m this proposal, a conspiracy to un- 
dermine the lights of the kirk. In a few years a new 
race of mmisteis would succeed, less aware of the arts 
of their enemies, and less habituated to contest the au- 
thority of the bishop*; those prelates would gradually 
resume their claims, and the piesidents would uliimaMy 
become the masters of their lespective presbyteries It 
was therefore replied, that such assemblies could bear 
no resemblance to tliOM* which existed before the year 
1638. They had no power of the keys, no ordination, 
no jurisdiction. The bishop would he bishop still, though 
he should abstain from the exercise of his negative voice. 
To assent to such terms would he an npostacy from the 
principles of the kirk-, — “ an homologation of episco- 
“ pacy t.” 

* Knklon, 301. 5. Wotlrow , 323 ; App p. 130. Bui not, i. 390. Salmon. 
Kvamiu 586 

Wud ow, 335, App p, 132, 3, Kiiktcm, 2% Bui net, i 476. 503. 513 
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The religious dissensions continued, and the ministers 1 G7.J. 
and their hearers were occasionally imprisoned and fined Apr 
for their violations of the law. In 1(j7‘2, Lauderdale re- 
turned to Scotland with the title of duke, and accom- 
panied by the countess of Dysart, whom he had recently 
married. She had long been reputed his nu stress *, 
and has been described as a proud, rapacious, and de- 
spotic woman, possessing unlimited dominion over the 
mind of her husband, and making him the obsequious 
minister of her passions. It was intended that a second 
indulgence should be granted m Scotland, to correspond 
with the celebrated declaration which had been issued 
in England. But Lauderdale previously held a short 
session of parliament, in which, to prevent the succes- 
sion of ministers in the kirk, severe punishments were 
enacted against the ordainers and the ordained, and the 
delation of the act against field conventicles was pro- 
longed for three addition,;! years. At la:,1 lie deter- 
mined to publish the instrument wl udi for months had 
been expected, by many with hope, by more with dis- 
trust. It named about eight) ejected ministers, ordered 
them to repair to certain churches, and gave them liberty 
to exercise all the duties of their office within the limits 
of their respective parishes, but with a severe injunction 
to abstain from all lehgums exercises m any other dis- 
trict. The consequence v\as a sclnsm rn the body, 
which was not easily closed. About one-fourtli of the 
ministers named in the indulgence refused to obey, and 
were confined by order of council in particular places; 
the rest accepted the churches which had been allotted 
to them, having prev iously given their testimony against 
the Erastiam&m of the measure. Its framers had reason 
to be satisfied. The more opulent of the covenanters 


• In tv suppressed piissnpe in Burnet, thnt vuilei sh\»: I vv.is in pie.il 
1 doubt whethei il u.ih lit for me to see Limdcidule’s mistier. Sir Kobeit 
' Munnj put tin etui toth.it, for he assured me there whs nothing iu tli.it 
4 comuieire between them besides a v.ist fondness.” i. 5lH. 
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attended the service of the indulged ministers, and the 
number of conventicles was diminished*. 

During this protracted struggle between the govern- 
ment and its religious opponents, scarcely a murmur of 
disapprobation had been heard m the Scottish parlia- 
ment. It seemed as if Charles, at the Restoration, had 
ascended a despotic throne, and the supreme council 
was of no oilier use than to record the edicts of the sove- 
reign. The consequence was, that the oflicers of govern- 
ment extended and abused their authont) ; every depart- 
ment was filled with the relatives and dependents of the 
commissioner; and these made it then* chief object to 
enrich themselves at the expense ol' the country. But 
that spirit of resistance, which had so obstinately and 
successfully warred with the advocates of the court in 
the parliament of England, aroused, at length, a similar 
spirit in that of Scotland, and a plan of opposition, un- 
known to Landcrdale, was carefully arranged, among the 
^'^■old cavaliers and his political enemies. When he opened 
J "J' the next session, he demanded with Ins usual confidence 
a plentiful grant of money to aid the king in his war 
against the States. The young duke of Hamilton rose ; 
but, instead of expressing an obsequious assent, he called 
the attention of the house to the grievances of the na- 
tion ; the com had been adulterated under Hatton, the 
master of the mint, and Lauderdale’s brother; by new 
regulations 111 the customs, the price of salt, of b.nmly, 
and of tobacco, had been raided ; monopolies m all these 
articles were enjoyed by the friends of the minister, and 
the administration of justice was polluted by peisonal 
interests and animosities. Other speakers followed, and 
all were careful to echo the sentiments of Hamilton. 

* Wodrow, 351 . Knktun, 315. 326.334 lluniet gives himself out a- 
thu devisei ol tins jil.iu, 1 520 Luudeidale li.id 16,000/. al'ourd li;m fin 
Ins oil) fit, as dm I KoMTiior, w nh a salaiy of 50/ per day, while the p.ulia- 
rnent sale; and 10/ or 151 pei day during the rest ol the yeai. Wodiow, 
App p. 148. 
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The commissioner was amazed and alarmed. He en- 
deavoured to intimidate ; he adjourned the session for a 
week ; he abolished the monopolies ; but lie could not 
dissolve the combination, or satisfy the demands of his 
adversaries. Hamilton and Tweedale repaired to Lon- 
don to lay their grievances before the monarch; Kincar- 
dine was despatched to oppose them ; and Charles, 
while he laboured to appease the discontent of one party, 
religiously observed Ins promise not to desert the other. 

But all his efforts to conciliate were fruitless: another May 
prorogation took place; and, before it expired, tlie par- 1-. 
Lament was dissolved*. 

In the enumeration of grievances, the principal, tlie 
persecution of the covenvanters, had never been men- 
tioned. Since the last act of supremacy, religious sub- 
jects w'erc avoided, as forbidden ground on which it w T as 
dangerous to tread. Lauderdale, hovve\er, took it into 
consideration, and published an act of grace, pardoning 
every offence against any of tlie conventicle acts com- 
mitted before the fourth of March, 1 (*74. If by this con- 
cession he sought to conciliate the minds of the cove- 
nanters, he was disappointed; for they attributed lus 
lenity to weakness, and looked on pardon tor the past as 
an encouragement to new transgressions. From that 
day, the cause of these religionists made constant pro- 
gress. In the north, indeed, they wore hut few, and in 
the west they might attend without impediment the ser- 
vice of the indulged ministers; hut from the English 
holders to the river Tay the conventicles continued to 
multiply. They were held in the vacant churches, in 
private houses, in the open air ; on every sabbath, eiwds 
assembled, for the purpose of worship, around a lofty 
pole, fixed in a glen, on a mountain, or in the midst of 

• Unmet, ii. 19~r33 3(5 Wodrow, 3G4, 360. Knklon, 339-342. if 
ilie leudei eompate tin* cliiiucler ot Lauderdale, di.iwn by Huruel m tin; 
dedication ol hi* Itmi eonleienees, published m this lune, with the i b.irae- 
Lei of the same nobleman, ill awn by him m ilie llistoiy ot his Own Times, 
lie will loim no very favouiable opinion ot the \muut\ of that w liter. 
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a morass ; aiul the minds of the people were occupied 
during the week with conversation respecting the gifts 
and doct line of the preachers, the dangers which they 
had run, the persecutions which they had suffered, and 
the place and Lime appointed for the next conventicle. 
A spirit of the most ardent and obstinate fanaticism 
animated the great mass of the population ; and hos- 
tility to episcopacy was coupled with hostility to that 
government In which episcopacy was maintained * ** . 

II. The history of Iieland dm mg the same penul 
furnishes but little that can mteiestthe general leader. 
The English act of parliament, prohibiting the importa- 
tion of Irish cattle, had reduced the agricultural classes 
in Ireland to the lowest distress : and Ormond, the lord- 
lieutenant, who was himself a principal sutferer, employed 
all his power and ingeiiuil) to discover and open new 
sources of industry and now channels of commerce. A 
free trade was permitted between Ireland and all fo'eign 
countries, whether at peace or war with the King o( 
Great Britain ; the introduction of Scottish woollens was 
prohibited, as a measure of retaliation against the Scots, 
who, after the example of the English parliament, had 
forbidden the importation of Irish cattle into Scotland ; 
and, to encourage the manufacture of woollen ami linen 
cloths, five hundred Walloon families, from the neigh- 
bourhood of Canterbury, and an equal number f«*om 
Flanders, were induced to settle m Ireland +. Bn ■ fter 
the fall of Clarendon, it was not the intention of those 
who succeeded in the administration to leave his friend 
Ormond at the head of the Irish government. His con- 
1068, duct was scrutinised and censured ; charges of oppres- 
A I’ J - sion of individuals, and mismanagement of the revenue, 
“ ' were brought against lnm ; and the duke hastened to 

• Woriimv, mo Kuhton, .'1411 “ At those j*ieat ineetiuifs many u soul 

,f was convened to Jesus Chiist j but far mini* tinned fiom the bishops to 

** profess them -elves pieshv teiinns The p.noi h chinches of the curates 
'* came to be like pest houses, tew went to uuv of them, and none to some, 
so the doois were kept luckt.” Ibid. 

■p Cuile, ii. 3 Hi 4 
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London to defend his diameter against the intrigues of 
his enemies. For almost a year his fate hung in sus- 
pense. The good-nature of Charles shrunk from the 
idea of unkindness towards an old and faithful servant; 
his love of ease could not resist the obstinate and re- 
peated import unities of Buckingham and his colleagues 
At length a promise was wrung from the reluctant 
monarch ; and, after o protracted struggle, he announced Feb. 
to Ormond his removal, but in language the most Hat- M- 
taring and affectionate which he could devise. Lord s < 
Robnrtcs, a man of ngid notions, and repulsive manners, 
was appointed to the vacant office, which he only held 
long enough to earn the dislike of Ihe Irish, and to dis- 
appoint the expectations of the cabinet. After seven 
months, he was recalled, to make place for lord Berkeley J 670 . 
of Stratton, who had distinguished himself by Ins bus- May 
Lilly to Clarendon, and would not, it was supposed, be 
unwilling to discover grounds ot complaint or impeach- 
ment against Ormond*. 

Eight years had now elapsed since the act of settle- 
ment, five since the act ol explanation was passed ; still 
these measures had been but imperfectly executed, on 
account of the conflicting nature of the claims, and the 
deficiency of the fund ior reprisals. Not only the thou- 
sands whom the law debarred from all idiot, but many 
of those whom it took under protection, loudly com- 
plained of injustice : and, after the arrival of Ihe nevv^ 
chief governor, six peers, and forty-five gentlemen, veil-* " 
tured to subscribe a petition to the king, explaining 
then* w rongs, and earnestly imploring redress. Charles 
compassionated the sufferings of men, most of whom 
had devoted themselves to his service during the time 
of his exile ; and the ministers w T ere ready to accede to 

* Caite, li, 375 9 413. Pejijx it UH 191 240. “ Ounond bail none 
" llmt look lus pail hut his R II , (tin* duke of York,) who thought il n ,f y 
" scandalous ili.it one, who had ahwijs been so loyal, should be pioseouleiJ 
" and mn down by men, who had been most of them downn^lit lebels, or 
“ hlLle better.” James, i 433 

G 2 
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any measure which would throw discredit on their pre- 
decessors in office. Though Ormond came forward to 
oppose the prayer of the petitioners, though Finch, the 
‘ attorney -general, pronounced against their claim, a com- 
.j* millee was appointed to review the settlement of Ireland ; 
Aug. and, on a representation that their powers were defec- 
h ti\e, they afterwards obtained authority to send for per- 
sons, papers, and records, and to require information from 
all officers under the crown. The commissioners were 
prince Rupert, the duke of Buckingham, the earls of 
Lauderdale and Anglesey, the lords Holies, and Ashley, 
secretary Trevor, and sir Thomas Chicheley. They 
proceeded slowly : more than a year was emplnjed in 
the examination of papers and witnesses, in comparing 
the arguments of the petitioners with the contrary claims 
of the soldiers, adventurers, and purchasers of lands in 
Connaught, and in hearing the complaints brought 
against the duke of Ormond, and his defence of lus con- 
jr> 73 duct. The duration of the commission, and its renewal 
Jan. with more e\tcnsi\e powers, raised the hopes of the 
17. natives ; but their opponents sought the powerful aid of 
the English house of commons, which had lately com- 
pelled the king to rescind the declaration of indulgence, 
and had passed several resolutions expressive of their 
hatred to popery and its professors. The cause was 
warmly taken up by the popular leaders; and an address 
Mar. was presented to the king, demanding the revocal «r»» of 
the commission, the maintenance of the act of settlement 
in Ireland, the banishment of the catholic priests from 
lhat kingdom, the expulsion of all catholic inhabitants 
out of Irish corporations, and the punishment of colonel 
Richard Talbot, who had acted a* agent for the natives 
before the commission. Charles briefly replied, that on 
all these particulars it would be his care that no man 
should have reason to complain ; and, in the course of 
26. a few days, the commission was dissolved, and the pros- 
pect of relief for ever closed to the great bod) of the peti- 
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tioners. The king, indeed, still cherished the hope of 
mitigating their sufferings. He appointed a committee 
of the council to reconsider the subject; but no other 
benefit resulted from llieir deliberation, than the trifling 
addition of 2000/. per annum to a fund which had al- 
ready been ptovidcd lor the purpose of furnishing 
pensions to the twenty nominees m the act of explana- 
tion*. 

• Carte, n. 42J 9. 438. C. Jouin Mar. 95. 26. 
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1(71. On the conclusion of peace with tin* Stales m 107-1, 
Charles had offered his mediation to the different powers 
at war. He proposed that the treaty of Ai\-la-Cha- 
pelle should he taken for the basis of a general pacifica- 
tion : but the confederates would submit to nothing 
short of the treaty of the Pyrenees, that France might 
he again confined within its ancient boundaries; and 
Louis, proud of his superiorly, refused to accept of any 
other alternative than to retain his conquests, or to ex- 
change them for an eqimalent. With pretensions so 
contradictory both parties awaited the issue of the cam- 
paign, in the hope that some foi lunate occurrence m> hi 
give additional weight to their demands. A whole w ir 
(so numerous were the difficulties raised, so opposite the 
interests to be consulted.) passed away m the arrange- 
ment of the preliminaries; the place of meeting, the 
powers to he admitted, the titles and rank which they 

]()75. were to assume, became subjects of endless discussion ; 

Jul . v and when at last the congress was opened at Nimeguen, 
the place proposed by the king of England, it soon ap- 
peared that none of the parties (with the exception per- 
haps of the States-General) sought to bring it to a 
conclusion. It was the object of Louis to break the 
confederacy, to negotiate successively with lus dilfeieut 
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opponents, and to obtain by separate treaties, what lie 
foresaw would be refused, as long as the confederates 
remained united. The emperor and the queen recent of 
Spain, persuaded that England and Holland would never 
allow the Netherlands to pass into the possession of 
France, placed their hopes on the prosecution of the war. 
They weie encouraged by the counsels and influence of 
the prince of Orange ; and all three, instead of attending 
to the congress at Nmiegueii, bent their efforts to draw 
the king of England, as an allv, into the war. They 
represented to him ihut he held the destinies of Europe 
m Ins hands, and that, instead of the otliee of mediator, 
lie might take upon lnniself to dictate the conditions of 
peace, lie had onl v to join his forces with those of the 
confederates : Louh would instantly recede from his 
lofty pretensions, Fhndois would be saved: and a 
balance of power would he established. Did he allege a 
want of money They would giant him a more ample 
subsidy than he had received IV m Fiance as an ally. 
Did lie wash to recover Dunkuk? They would under- 
take to 1 educe, and to place it in Ins hands. But it was 
in vain that they apnealed to lus poverty or to his am- 
bition. E\pcneiice had taught him a lesson, which he 
could not readily loiget. He knew that to engage in 
war, was to become a Mippliant to the bounty, and a 
dependent on the pleasure, of parliament \ 

Kuvignv, the French minister in London, was not 
blind to this intiigue. When Chailes first, withdrew 
from the alliance with Louis, Ruvigny, m the bitterness 
of h s disappuinlment, charged the king with desertion 
and liigiaiitude: hut he soon received mstiuctmns to 
abstain from irritating language, to keep the English 
monairh to his purpose of medial ion, and even to offer 
to lnm, should such an inducement appear necessary, as 
the price of his neutrality, the same amount of subsidy 
which he had previously received for Ins alliance during 

• Temple, ii. 263. 284 303. 319 3J5 333. 339. 3C3. DahjmpR. o 118. 
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1076. the war*. For eighteen months Charles resisted the 
temptation ; and it was not till the house of commons 
had returned an unqualified refusal to Ins request of 
mono), that, despairing of aid from his own subjects, he 
consented to throw lmnself into the arms of a foreign 
prince. In a private conversation between him and 
Ruvigny it was agreed that the king of France should 
pay a yearly pension to the king of England ; that the 
two sovereigns should bind themselves to enter into no 
engagements with other powers unless by mutual con- 
sent ; and that each should lend effectual aid to the 
p ^ other in the event, of rebellion within their respective 
7 11 kingdoms. The only poisons to whom Charles commu- 
nicated this treaty were lus brother, and the duke of 
Lauderdale, and the earl of Dauby, dames made no 
remark — he had been previously acquainted with the 
royal purpose -and Luudeidalo, according to custom, 
applauded the wisdom of his sovereign : hut Dan by, who 
had deeply engaged himself to the prince of Orange, 
demurred : he asked time for consideration ; his consent, 
he observed, might endanger Ins life ; he wished the king 
would consult the privy council. But Charles cut the 
Gordian knot with the same facility as he had previously 
17. done on a similar occasion. He dispensed with the ser- 
vices and the signatures of his counsellors; he put the 
treaty into writing with his own hand, and signed, sealed, 
and delivered it to lluugny. who, on his part, enraged 
to leturn to him within twenty days a copy of the same 
treaty signed and sealed by the king of France +. By 
this secret proceeding both princes obtained their ob- 
jects ; Charles the money which had been refused by 
parliament, Louis security that Charles, for some time 
at least, would not make common cause with his ene- 
mies. But the English king, if he possessed the spirit 
of a man, must have keenly felt the degradation. He 

* Dauby, letters, 2 6 

+ Dairy mpl<\ u. 99. 102 The exart amount of the pension is not men- 
tioned; but us Cluiles hi aslant time, " bieniot .ipies,’ lerened 400,000 
nouns, it was piobably about 100,000/. pei annum. Id. 118. 
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was become the yearly pensioner of another monarch ; 
he was no longer the arbiter of his own conduct; he had 
hound lnmself to consult, with respect to foreign powers, 
the master whose money he received. Perhaps he 
might console himself with the notion, that it was less 
disgraceful to depend on a powerful monarch, from 
whose alliance lie could disengage himself at pleasure, 
than on the party among his own subjects, which con- 
stantly opposed him m parliament : perhaps he felt a 
malicious pleasure in defeating the machinations of his 
adversaries, whom he knew to he, m pecuniary transac- 
tions, not more immaculate than himself. For it is a 
fact, that several among those who claimed the praise of 
patiiotism by their opposition to the court, were accus- 
tomed to sell their services for money. It seemed as if 
the votes of the members of parliament were exposed for 
sale to all the powers of Europe. Some received bribes 
from the lord treasurer on account of the king ; some 
fiom the Dutch, Spanish, and Imperial ambassadors in 
favour of the confederates; some even from Louis at the 
very time when they loudly declaimed against Louis as 
the great enemy of their icligion and liberties. For that 
prince, notwithstanding the recent treaty, did not impli- 
citly rely on the faith of Charles: lie sought m addition 
to secure the good will of those who, by their mlhience 
in parliament, might have it in their power to withdraw 
the king fiom lus promise of neutrality. Ruvigny was in- 
structed to seek adherents among them, to otter to them 
presents on condition that they should refuse supplies to 
Charles, and to co-operate with them in their attempts 
to rum Dauby, whom they considered as their political 
enemy, and Louis knew to he the stanch fneud of the 
prince of Orange. His efforts were successful, and, 
though we have not the means of tracing the progress of 
the intrigue, we know that he was made acquainted with 
the counsels and projects of the party. But Ruvigny 
was recalled ; Courtin succeeded him, and the accounts 
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ofCourtin will reveal the names of the patriots who sold 
themsehes to Fiance, and of the price at which then- 
services were valued * ** . 

During the long prorogation, and with the aid of Ins 
foreign pension, the necessitous monarch enjoyed a sea 
sonalUe relief from the cares and agitation in which lie 
had lived for several years. Age and satiety had 
blunted Ins appetite for pleasure, and the enjoyment of 
ease was become the chief object of his wishes He 
retired to Windsor, where he spent his time m the su- 
perintendence of impm\enieiits, the amusement of fish- 
ing, and the company and convTsatioii of Ins friends. 
II is neutrality in the great content which diwdod the 
powers of the continent. wh.»te\er muht be its leal mo- 
tive, found a sufficient justihoation m the numerous 
benefits which it coni erred on the country. While 
almost every other nation m Europe complained of the 
privations and ehaiges ol war, England enjoyed the 
blessings of peace. She was five 1‘ioni the piessuie of 
additional taxation, and Knew nothing of those c\ils 
which necessarily act ompuuy the operations of anrnes. 
Her mariners monopolised tlu* earning tiade of Eu- 
rope ; new channels of commerce were daily opened by 
the enterprise of her merchant: and their increasing 
prosperity gave a fiesh stimulus to the mdustiy ol her 
inhabitants -t*. It was, howe\er. the care of the popular 
leaders to keep alive, as far as they were able, tin - pirit 
of discontent. Political clubs were established . pam- 
phlets, renewing the old charges against the go\ern- 
ment, were published; the ears of men wcie perpetu- 
ally assailed with complaints of the growth of popery, 
and of the progress of arbitrary power; their eyes were 

* iliisbiine in Dfinhj’j, Letters, 309 312 314. 324. Daliymple, ii 110, 
111- 1-9. 

+ “ The king," Nnsh.ine in a leltei In the i* ail of Danliy, hull) 
“ HUf'Ceodeil ui the lmpiovemrnt, of liude .lint navigation beyond the 
“ hopes of those who tulke-1 of it seventeen yenis ago .... iiud now tho 

n side of Knghind is at such u height, that it is a« haul to think u can con* 

** tinue so, as it was haul to helieie once it would ever Use toil.’’ 26th 
June, 1677 . Danby’s Leltei b, 315. 
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directed to the theatre of war on the continent, as the 
great arena on which the late of their liberty and reli- 
gion was to be decided ; and the preservation of these 
w r as described as depending on the humiliation of 
France, though France v as aided in the contest hv the 
protest nut stale of Sweden, and opposed by the two 
great eatholic powers, Austna and Spain. 

The members of the council were not slow to oppose 
these arts of their adversaries. They had recourse to 
tin 1 press m vindication of their conduct ; the\ warned 
tin* people in the king's name against the authors and 
retailors of faUe and disloyal reports: and they resolved 
to pot down the collee-hoiises, as seminaries of sedition, 
and the constant resoi t of agents employed to spread 
among the company libels agio list the sovereign and the 
government. Though the owneis of these establish- 
ment* had taken out licences v\ oonfoiunty with the 
law, it was discovered that the statute made no mention 
of the time duung which tin* h(en*e should remain ill 
foicc ; and from this omission a conclusion was dinwn, 
ihat it must he considered revooao'e at pleasure. The 
judge*, who did not agree, would giw no opinion : but 
the question was argued before the rouucil, and the 
at loi ney-general received instruct mim to pteparen pro- 
clamation, ordeimg all coffee-houses to be shut up; 
“ because in such houses, and by the meeting of di*af- 
“ feeted person* in them, diveis false, malicious, and 
lt scandalous reports w r ere devised and spread abroad, to 
“ the defamation of Ins majesty’s government, and the 
disturbance of the quiet and peace of the icalin.” The 
remedy, however, was productive of more mischief than 
the evil which it sought to abate. It gave a real found- 
ation to charges which before rested merely on conjec- 
ture. It was with reason described as an unjust and 
cruel proceeding towards the occupiers of the houses; 
as a violation of the right of Englishmen to meet and 
discuss political subjects ; and as an unanswerable proof 
of the arbitrary projects secretly cherished by the court. 
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Its authors, repenting of their precipitancy, had the 
prudence to retrace their steps; and on the presentation 
of a petition to that effect, a general licence w as granted 
to re-open the coffee-houses, but with this condition, 
that the keepers of such establishments should prevent 
in them Ihc reading and publication of libels against the 
king and his government*. 

May Another subject of complaint was furnished by the 
31. alleged depredations of the French cruisers on the Eng- 
lish commerce. In the course of seven months fifty- 
three sail had been captured and carried into the French 
ports under the pretence that the ships or their cargo 
were Dutch property, which it had been fraudulently 
attempted to cover with the English flag. Charles, 
though he looked on this as an unavoidable evil during 
a maritime war, ordered the most energetic remon- 
strances to he made at the French court ; and Louis, 
whose int.eiest it was to avoid a quarrel with England, 
gave orders that justice should he done between the 
captors and the claimants. Some ships were restored, 
many were condemned. The sufferers complained; 
their complaints were echoed by the writers of the po- 
pular party ; and it was insinuated that the members of 
got eminent derived advantage from the losses of the 
merchant. These charges directed the attention of the 
council to the conduct of sir Ellis Leighton, the ocre- 
tary to the embassy in Pans, to who^e care the in' l rests 
of the petitioners had been intrusted, lie was once the 
confidant of Buckingham, and is described as “ the 
“ most corrupt man of the age.” A warrant was signed 
for his committal to the Tower ; but he escaped from 
the officers, and the charges against him were never 
submitted to judicial investigation i\ 

Preparatory to the opening of the next session, 

* Kennel, 307- Ninth, 138 Ralph, 297. 

+ State Tracis,, i. Marvell. 321, Rennet, 309 Noilli, 487. Gazette, 
1124.1141. 1150. Coiiespiindence of riaremlon nml UoelnMer, 1 2. I 
shall lor brevity lefer to this- collection by the title of Chuuinlou I’oire- 
sponilence. 
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Shaftesbury and his friends arranged a new plan of 
opposilion. It was discovered that what they had so 
fruitlessly laboured to effect by their own efforts, had 
been unwittingl} accomplished for them by the igno- 
rance or imprudence of the court. The king, it was 
maintained, by the long prorogation, had in fact dissolved 
the parliament. If that assembly did not sit, its ex- 
istence could be continued only by adjournment or 
prorogation: now the late parliament had not been 
adjourned, hut prorogued, and that for fifteen months : 
hut such a prorogation was coutiary to law, because it 
was incompatible with two statutes of Edward 111., 
which ordained that a parliament should he held “ once 
“ Urjear, or oftener, if need be whence they inferred, 
that, us a prorogation contrary to law was of no effect, 
the parliament had in fact ceased to exist; it had been 
suffered to die a natural death. This novel and ext ru- 
ordinaiy opinion they laboured, by all the artifices in 
then* power, to impress on the minds of the people: it 
was made the subject of discourse in every company ; it 
was discussed m public and private, m clubs and in 
drawing-rooms; and men looked forward with intense 
interest to the debate which it was expected to piovoke, 
at the opening of the approaching session. 

On the appointed day, the 15th of February, multi- lu77. 
tudes of people were observed at an early hour hast- Feb. 
en i n g to the parliament house; and in a short tune 
Westminster Ilall, the painted chamber, the court of 
requests, the lobbies and avenues, were crowded with 
strangers. These men, if we may believe one party, 
had been led there by curiosity to witness the result; 
but, according to the other, had been brought there 
from Southwark and Wapping, to intimidate the adhe- 
rents of the court *. Charles addressed the two houses 
in a speech which elicited the applause even of his ad- 
versaries. It, he said, any additional securities were 

• Novlh, CG L .Tmiiu. \ui. 4 1. James adds that man\ of liiem weu* 
old ofticetu fiom the «umy of the commonwealth. Mucphei. i. B+. 
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wanted for the church, for liberty or property, he came 
prepared on his part to assent to every reasonable re- 
quest ; and therefore he called on them also to do their 
duty by avoiding the causes of dissension between the 
houses, by making provision for the increase of the 
navy, by continuing the additional excise, and by grant- 
ing a moderate supply towards the extinction of the 
public debt. Thus they would promote the peace, the 
safety, and the prosperity of the kingdom; and, if any 
of these ends were disappointed, lie called on God and 
man to witness that he at least was free from tlic blame*. 

In both houses the first question introduced was the 
effect of the long prorogation. In the commons the po- 
pular leaders proceeded with caution. Aware how un- 
palatable their new doctrine must be to the majority of 
the members, they contented themselves with suggest- 
ing an address for a dissolution, as the most eligible 
means of setting at lest the doubts which bad arisen re- 
specting the legality of their existence as an estate of 
parliament: but the house, after a long et>n\ei>'ition, 
read a bill the first time aceoidmg to custom, and post- 
poned the consideration of the question to the following 
day*!’, In the lords the opponents of the court assumed 
a bolder tone. They promised themselves the supporL 
of the duke of York, of the catholic peers, and of all 
who, at the conclusion of the last session, had v'.ted m 
favour of a dissolution, llm kingliam rose, a m a 
speech of eousideiable ingenuity and eloquence con- 
tended that the parliament had ceased to exist. As 
soon as he sate down, 1 old Fresohe\ die moved that he 
should be called to the bar fur the insult which he had 
offered to the house. The earl of Salisbury answered 
Frescheville with warmth and asperity, and was an- 
swered in his turn by lord Arundell of Trcrice. Shaftes- 
bury and Wharton supported the motion of Bucking- 
ham, and Finch, who had lately been raised to the 


* L. Jouru. Jkiii 30. 
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higher dignity of chancellor, opposed it m a long and 
laboured harangue. 11 is abortion that the qualification, 

“ if need be,” referred to both parts of the act of Ed- 
wa rd III. savoured of special pleading: but lie had cer- 
tainly the advantage over his opponents, when he con- 
tended, that by the triennial act of the Kith of Charles T., 
the vacations of parliament had been extended to three 
) cars; and that, if that act had been repealed, another 
ol similar import had been substituted lor it, and was at 
that very moment the law ol the land. The debate con- 
tinued five hours: lml, as soon as the proceedings in the 
house of commons were known, the ministerial lords 
called for the question: the mol ion of Buckingham was 
negatived: and lie, with Salisbury, Shaftcsbuiy, and I*\*h 
AV barton, were ordered to retract their opinion, to ac- K» 
knowledge that their conduct was “ ill-advised. ’’ and to 
beg pardon of the king and the hou&e. On their re- 1 7. 
filial all four were committed to the Tower, to remain 
there till they should be discharged by the order of 
those whom they bad offended. Tins decision had a 
considerable influence on the debate of the following 
day in the bouse of commons, v\ here the popular party 
found themsehes in a minority of 142 to 193 *. 

The arbitrary imprisonment ol the lour peers spread 
disinuy through the ranks of the opposition, while it 
freed the lord treasurer from the most formidable of his 
opponents m the upper house. lie knew that it w as their 
object to remove him from otlice, and to force on the 
king a new administration formed out of their own party : 
and he therefore made it his policy to defeat their in- 
trigues, by seeking to ictain the favoiu ol the soven ign, 
and to acquire that of the people. For the first lie bad 
only to leliuve the royal indigence by competent supplies 
ot money : with a view to the second he had all along 

rnrl. Tlist. iv 811. 824. Tlatsell, II App. 5. Lift* of James. i 50*. 

557* NotUi, (55 J\liiq>hnM>ii, S4 KmiuM.u 11)5 109 Mattel, > 2HO. 
530.5112 Huckinglwun slipped out ol the house, but surieudered himself 
the next day. 
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displayed an ardent zeal for the suppression of popery, 
and now obtained permission to bring forward a plan 
for the security of the established church. His adver- 
saries on the contrary resolved to embarrass all his mea- 
sures by the obstinacy of their opposition, to cast doubts 
and ridicule on bis zeal against popery, and to urge the 
popular cry for a war with France, at the same time re- 
fusing the necessary supplies, as long as they would have 
to [iass through the hands of a minister who possessed 
not the confidence of parliament. These remarks u ill 
enable the reader to understand the manoeuvres of the 
two parties during tins session*, 
l’eb. i. The securities for the church, which had been de- 
\ised in a meeting with the bishops at Lambeth, were 
embodied m two lulls, of which llie first applied to the 
succession of a catholic prince, and proposed to enact 
that on the demise of a king regnant the bishops should 
tender a declaration against transubstanliation to the 
new sovereign, and at the end of fourteen days should 
certify into chancery, whether he had subscribed it or 
not. If lie had nut, 1. They w r ere empowered, on every 
vacancy of a bishopiie, to name three persons, of whom, 
unless the king should select one within thirty days, the 
first on the list should lake possession of course : 2. The 
tw r o archbishops were authorised to present to all bene- 
fices in the gift of the crown ljing within their respective 
provinces: 3. The children of the king from the »go of 
seven to fourteen were to be placed under the guardian- 
ship of the two primates, and of the bishops of London, 
Durham, and Winchester, and after that age to be at- 
tended only by persons approved h) the major part of 
the same prelates. The other bill, under the title of an 
act for the more effectual conviction and prosecution of 


* Cliailvs, in .i cmivns.uion with Temple ai know bulged that among hi, 
opponents then* were many that meant honestly, but said that “ llie beats 
u and distempers of late had becu rinsed by some factious leaders, who 
" thought mote of thcm-clve* than of anything cKe, .mil had a nund to 
“ engage him in a war, anti then le.ue him m it, uni -s- they might have 
,l their terras in removing and filling of places ’’ Temple, u 41 1 . 
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popish recusants, provided that all catholics, who should 
enrol themselves as recusants, should pay a yearly line 
of the twentieth part of their incomes, to form a fund for 
the support of poor converts to the protestant faith ; and 
should, on that condition, be exempt from all other pe- 
nalties except the incapacity of executing any office civil 
or military, of being guardians or executors, or of enter- 
ing the court without licence; that laymen, the pervert- 
ers of protestants, should have the option of abjuring the 
realm ; that clergymen, convicted of having received 
orders in the church of Rome, might at his majesty’s 
pleasure he iinpiisoned for life, instead of suffering 
the punishment of treason; and that the children of 
catholic parents deceased should be educated in the 
reformed faith*. 

When these bills were transmitted to the lower house, Mai. 
they met with an indignant reception. The first, by ad- li>. 
mitting the possibility of a catholic successor, tended to 
subvert the projects of those, who sought the exclusion 
of the duke of York. They suddenly became supporters 
of the rights of the crown. The bill, they maintained, 
despoiled the sovereign of his ecclesiastical supremacy, 
and vested it in the bishops; their objections were 
echoed by the friends of the duke ; and the house, having 
honoured the bill with two readings, allowed it to sleep 27 
unnoticed during tlic remainder of the session. r llie 
second was tre ited with less ceremony, fortunately tor 
the catholics it had alarmed the prejudices of the zealots, 
who could not be persuaded that by mitigating the seve- 
rity, they might ensure the execution, of the penal laws. 

They insisted that the catholic clergyman should con- April 
tinuc to be subject to the penally of death, and the ca- A. 
tholic layman to the forfeiture of two-thirds of his pro- 
perty: these were barriers to restrain the diffusion of 
popery erected by the wisdom of their ancestors, and to 

• L Journ xiii. 48, et sen. Macplierson, 8.1 Man ell, i. «'U.'b 5ii4 otiK 
Against tin* fust of these bills .lames and twelve otln*i peers etileini Hint 
protests, it ml lord Stafford bis against t lie fc"eoud Jouni 92. 

VOL XII. H 
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remove them would be to concur in the toleration of a 
false and idolatrous worship. “ Is there a man in this 
house,” exclaimed a voice, “that dares to open his 
mouth in support of such a measure ?’* A pause ensued; 
the advocates of the bill were silent; it was accordingly 
rejected ; and as an additional stigma, the cause of re- 
jection, contrary to all parliamentary precedent, was 
entered on the journals, that the title of the bill meant 
April one thing, and the body another. At the same time 
' • they passed and sent to the house of louls a bill devised 
by themselves, “to prevent the growth of popery,” en- 
acting that the refusal to subscribe the test against 
transubstantiation should be taken for a conviction of 
recusancy. But the lords lesented the manner in winch 
13. they had been treated; and though the commons sent 
May two messages to call their attention to the bill, declined 
to give it so much as a single reading*. 

2. When the king received in January a portion of 
his annual pension from France, the whole sum was im- 
mediately devoted to the purchase of votes in the house 
of commons. The consequence was that, on questions 
of finance, the minister commanded a majority of about 
thirty voices. The additional excise, which Charles had 
mentioned in his speech, was voted to continue for three 
years, and the sum of 6UU,ot)0£. was granted towards the 
support of the navy. The French ministers received the 
intelligence with some uneasiness; for they were a.\are 
of Dauby’s engagements to the prince of Orange, and 
feared that, with so large a sum of money at Ins disposal, 
he might induce the king to join the allies. But they were 
undeceived by Ruvigny : and the event justified his pre- 
dictions. Before the bill passed the house, the whole was 
appropriated to particular purposes, the receivers were 
instructed to pay the money to certain officers, and these 

• G Journ March 27, April 4. I, Journ. xiii J 14. 126. Pari. Hist. iv. 
853. 861. M.uvell, i. 285 314 Both houses, however, concurred in one 
point respecting religion, which way the abolition of the writ de haretico 
tumburendo L. Journ. 120. 
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were ordered to render an account of its disposal to par- 
liament. No portion of it was suffered to pass through 
the hands of the treasurer *. 

3. In February the king of France at the head of a Feb. 
numerous army burst into the Spanish Netherlands, 22. 
confounded his enemies by the rapidity and complexity 
of his movements, sate down suddenly before Valen- 
ciennes, and in a few days carried that fortress by assault. 


Every eye was now turned towards Flanders. The no- jyj a 
velty of a winter campaign, the success of its commence- 7. 
meat, and its probable consequences, created a general 
alarm : Solmas and Fonseca, the Spanish agents, spared 
neither pains nor expense to arouse the passions of the 
people, and to acquire friends in the parliament I- ; and 
an address was voted by the commons, praying the king 
to take such measures as might he necessary to preserve 
the Spanish Netherlands from the rapacious grasp of the 
French monarch. Under the influence of Dan by the ^ 
lords proposed the addition to the address of a promise 
of support from the parliament: but the lower house re* 15. 
jeeted the promise a* superfluous, and Charles marked ^ 
his sense of the rejection by tins laconic reply, that he 
held on that subject the same opinion as t he two houses. 

The French army continued its victorious career. Cam-A.mil 
bray surrendered ; the prince of Orange was defeated 


• D.ihyinple. u 110 O. Journ Feb 21: Mai oh 2 9 11 Marvell, i 
282 2% 2‘H 2%. 310 313 Dauby’s lad to is, 309 The commons had 
made the ollieeis accountable to then house lhr the money . the louts 
added an imendrnent that they should be accountable also to the house of 
lords. This tin* commons refused to admit, ami the hmk ufter se\eial 
conferences \ added, hut at the same time pi esc u ted an addles*. to iho 
king statute, that they lmd dime so, not nuMiiiii" to give up their light, 
but waiving it fm the moment, that the public seivice might not he in 
juied b\ the lint. of the bill L Jouin. Mil. 1 1H, 119. Wmvell, i 318. 
322 Acooidmg to Burnet (li. 109,) the clause was introduced h\ vlie 
coiuiln paity lot the express puipnse ol pi making a dispute between the 
houses. 

t The king was alarmed at the uelitily of these men They informed 
.ome memheis of the house of commons that lie had said, “onl\ a set of 
" rogues could have voted such an address as that of the lfith of M.iieli.'* 
This caused ruudi auger in the house, and t'h.nles seized the oppoituimy 
to arrest ttnm, and send them out of the kingdom. Temple, n. 401. 
Marvell, l. 304. Macph. i 83. 

11 2 
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Ajuil at Cassel, ami the city of St. Omer opened its gates to 
'*• the conquerors. The cry for war now resounded from 
all paits of the kingdom ; a second address was voted ; 
and to this, after a long debate, and a division in which 
the minister obtained a majority of nine voices, was ap- 
pended the promise of support, which had been formerly 
negatived. The king answered that he expected some- 
thing more specific, a grant of at least (>00,000/. to en- 
able him to take part in the war with any prospect of 
success : but the demand was eluded under the pretence 
that many of the members had left town on account of 
the Easter holidays, and Charles having passed the mo- 
ney bills, adjourned the parliament for the space of five 
weeks*. 

During the recess the imperial ambassador received 
the sum of ten thousand, the Spanish ambassador that 
of twelve thousand pounds, to purchase votes m the 
lower house; and at the same time Coin-tin, the French 
envoy, negotiated with the enemies of the lord treasurer 
to oppose any grant of money to the king The effect 
of all these intrigues appeared at the next meeting. 

May Charles, adverting to the assertion of his opponents, that 
lie sought to obtain a supply for purposes of his own, so- 
lemnly pledged his word that “they should never re- 
“ pent any trust which they might repose in him lor the 
o'). “ safety of his kingdom K” This speech provoked u se- 
cond address, of which the first pait accorded with the 
policy of the French court, by the positive refusal of a 
supply before the declaration of war; and the second 
gratified the wishes of the allies, by praying the king to 
enter into treaties with the United States and other 
powers for the preservation of the Netherlands. Charles 


* C. Jouvn. Mui 6. 13 17. 29, Ap 13. 16 Marvell, i. 297. 299 304 316 
321.571-596. 

f Tliis pledge haa been pronounced "one of the most dishonourable 
and scandalous arts, that ever pmeeeded from a tlnone,” because he was 
then negotiating for money with the French ambassador. Now Charles 
made this speech on May 23, but there is uo proof of the existence of such 
negotiation till after he had been provoked to adjourn the parliament. 
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felt, or affected to feel, this address as an insult. On the May 
first part he made no comment : in relation to the second 28 . 
he charged the house with an invasion of his preroga- 
tive : they had presumed to dictate to him when, how, 
and with whom lie was to make war ; if he were to sub- 
mit to such an encroachment, he should soon become a 
mere cipher in the government ; and on that account he 
commanded both houses to adjourn to the month of 
July. When the commons returned to their own house, 
several members rose to contend, that for a compulsory 
adjournment a special commission under the great seal 
was necessary : but the speaker exclaimed ; kt by the 
“ king's command this house is adjourned till July 
“ lCth.° lie immediately quitted the chair, and the 
members separated*.” 

In this parliamentary contest Charles had certainly 
the advantage over his adversaries. He had professed 
himself ready to concur with the general wish of the 
nation: they by their obstinacy had prevented that con- 
currence, and thus provoked many to suspect the purity 
of their patriotism t. If we consider the avowed enmity 
of Dauby to the interests of France, we shall see little 
reason to doubt that the king, if he had received a supply, 
would have taken this year the same decisive measures 
which he took the next. It is indeed true that he made 
to Courtin assurances of his attachment to France, and 
communications of interesting intelligence: but this 
might be merely an artifice to procure the quarterly re- 
mittance of his pension ; and so it was interpreted by 
the French ministers, who, instead of relying on the 
royal professions, instructed their envoy in England to 
keep the king dependent on France for money, by ob- 

* Dairy m pie, ii. Ill Mocpli. i. 83. Com. Journ. May 25. 28 Mar- 
vell, i. 336. 5‘>9-~638 

t " To speak my thoughts concerning that address, I think tt haul to bc- 
" lievethat the fear ol the greatness ot France could be the leading motive 
“ to it" llrisbane in Danhy’a Letters, 3 15 At that time the pointing out 
the particular alliances to be made was thought by many an encroach- 
ment on the prerogative: at the present no man denies that the commons 
may offer their advice on any such subject. 
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structing through the leaders in parliament every pro- 
posed grant or supply from his own subjects*. 

The adjournment, however, though it relieved, did 
not remove their apprehensions. Court in uiged a dis- 
solution or a prorogation till April 1 G 78 . Charles de- 
manded an augmentation of his yearly pension to the 
amount of 200.000/. A long negotiation followed. The 
envoy, though he had been instructed to consent, if he 
found it necessaiy, perpetually pleaded the poverty of 
the French treasury; and the king, though Montague, 
his ambassador in Paris, assured him of success, at 
length condescended to accept the smeller sum of two 
millions of livres, between one hundred and fifty and one 
hundred and sixty thousand pounds. Montague remon- 
strated : Charles repented of his facility, i evoked lus 
word, declared to Banllon, the successor of Courtin, that 
he had not been aware of the difference in the value of 
the two sums, and, when that minister objected, con- 
ducted him to the door, saying, “I am ashamed of the 
“ blunder ; you must go and settle the matter with the 
“ lord treasurer.*' In conclusion he obtained his de- 
mand, with this addition, that the augmented pension 
should be reckoned from the commencement of the cur- 


rent year*!*. 

In July the adjournment of parliament had been pro- 
longed to December, and a promise was given to Courtin 


• Out* or Courtrn’s accounts, dated May 5 of thi^ vear, is preserved, 
staling the distribution of something more tha.ii 3,000/. Dali ymplc.ii. 314. 
It lemarkuble that of this sum 300 guineas writ 1 then to Coleman, 
who labouied to bung ahum a dissolution, and but) pmneis to l)r. Caiey, 
a dependent on Shalieshiny, v\ ho was undei piosoealiou by the house of 
lords A pamphlet, voted to be seditious, and supposed to have been 
written by Shaftesbury was traced to Dr Cnrev. He refused to give up the 
author, 'uul was adpideed o puv a fine of 1000/, and to be imprisoned till 
it was paid M n veil. i 2%. 288 54fi 
■f (a»iu tin had n-teixed his auihoiity fo" 200,000/. on tin* lltli of June: 
and it its piohable that Montague discmeied it ; loi on that very day he 
wrote to the king that, ll i e had uuhonty to ask, he would engage to pro- 
cure an augmentation ot the pension to that amount This lei ter is im- 
portant, as it shows how e.iriv, and how .inxi< usly this udent patriot 
laboured to indulge tin- king in his peruniniy dealings with the Fiench 
monarch. Compaie Dauby’s Letters, 1—37, with the dispatches in Dai- 
ry tuple, it. 111—116. 
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that, on the payment of the French pension, it should be 
again adjourned till April. The four lords in the Tower 
had consoled tlienisehes with the knowledge that they 
must be discharged at the close of the session, To their 
disappointment the session by these adjournments was 
continued The prospect of a long and indefinite con- 
finement humbled the spirit of Buckingham, Salisbury, 
and Wharton, who, liawng in a petition to the king, re- 
voked their opinion, and stated their repentance, obtained 
their liberty ; but the obstinacy of Shaftesbury disdained 
to submit: he appealed for protection to the law, was 
brought by writ of habeas corpus before the court of 1 
King’s Bench, and with the aid of four barristers pleaded 
his own cause. The judges replied that they could not -h 
admit him to hail, because he had been sent to the 
Tower, not for safe custody, but in execution of judg- 
ment: neither could they grant him a discharge, be- 
cause, that judgment having boon pronounced by the 
house of lords, the case came not within the jurisdiction _ 
of the court, pending the session. Seven months later, ^ ^ * 
when the parliament met, the other three lords having ^ K 
previously asked pardon, resumed their seats : hut 7' 
Shaftesbury had sinned more deeply ; to the original 
offence he had added that of appealing from the judg- 
ment of his peers to an inferior tribunal, the court of 
King’s Bench, and on that account he was compelled • 
not only to make the same submission with his compa- 
nions, but also to crave on his knees forgiveness for this 
breach of the privilege of the house. 44 My lords,” he 
said, “I go not about to justify myself, but cast myself 
“ at your lordships’ feet, acknowledge my error, and 
“ humbly beg your pardon.” More than this could not 2 ' ? • 
be required. The house was satisfied; and the king 
ordered the repentant sinner to be discharged from the 
Tower. No man can doubt that the punishment thus 
inflicted on the four lords originated in a wish to humble 
the leaders of an opposite and formidable party. Panby 
had then a majority at his nod. and could expound the 
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law of parliament as he pleased : but in the course of 
two years Shaftesbury rose to the high pre-eminence tie- 
fore possessed by his adversary; and one of his first 
cares was to procure a vote pronouncing all these pro- 
ceedings irregular, and ordering every trace of them to 
he expunged from the journals of the house*. 

The reader is aware that in the year 1674 the prince 
of Orange had very unceremoniously refused the hand of 
the princess Mary. Succeeding events had taught him 
to lament his imprudence. All the flattering predic- 
tions of lus advisers were falsified, and he discovered 
that he had given offence to tlie only prince, who could 
enable him either to conclude an honourable peace, or to 
continue the war with any prospect of success. Con- 
vinced that it was his interest to seek a reconciliation, 
lie began in the first place by cultivating the friendship 
of the favourite minister, the lord treasurer ; in the next 
lie condescended to solicit, that union, winch he had pre- 
M:iy viously rejected ; and, alarmed at the coldness with 
,J ' winch the proposal was received, requested permission 
to come to England, that he might apologize for his past 
conduct, and explain his views for the future. Charles, 
partly through a feeling of resentment, partly through 
jealousy of lus connexion with the popular leaders, al- 
J one footed to hesitate; and, when he gave his consent, made 
it an express condition that William should leave Eng- 
O t .t, land before the meeting of parliament. At the close of 
y, the campaign he joined his two uncles at Newmarket: 
the lord treasurer, and Temple, who was returned from 
the embassy, were devoted to his interest; and their 
united efforts extorted from the easy monarch his consent 
to the immediate solemnization of the marriage, though 
he had previously arranged with dames that it should 
only follow the acquiescence of the prince in their views 

• Marvell, i 34R 3 r «5 35* St. Trials. \i 12(19. North, 71 73. Hail. 
MSS. 2202. Corie^jiomleuei- uf Clarendon and Uoihester, i 6,7- Bui- 
strode, 272 He .ichnowleilyed that '* the bunging of the habeai corpus 
“ was a lnt;h \iolation ot their lordships’ pmilej^s, ami a greut aggruva* 
“ tiou of Ins former offence.” See Hatsdl, 11 . App. 395—415. 
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with respect to the peace of the continent. The duke Oct. 
was surprised and mortified : but, deeming it his duty ^ 
to .submit to the will of the sovereign, he accompanied 
his brother to the council chamber. Charles announced 
to the lords that he had concluded a marriage between 
his nephew the prince of Orange and his niece the 
princess Mary, for the purpose of uniting the different 
branches of Ins family, and of proving to his people the 
interest which he took in the security of their religion. 

“ And I,’’ added the duke, “ as father of the bride, have 
*' given my consent, — a consent which will prove the 
11 falsehood of the charges so often made against me, 

“ that I meditate changes in the church and state. The 
“ only change which 1 seek, is to secure men from rao- 
41 lestation in civil concerns on account of their opinion 
4t on religious matters 

This marriage gave universal satisfaction ; and during 
the festivities with which it was celebrated at court, close 
and frequent consultations were hold respecting the con- 
ditions which ought to form the basis of a general peace. 

But on these occasions the uncle and the nephew met 
with secret feelings of jealousy and resentment, the 
prince attributing the preponderance of France to the 
apathy of the king, the king to the obstinacy of the 
prince; the one insisting with vehemence that Franche- 
cumpt6 should be restored to Spain ; and the other as 
warmly contending that such a demand would oppose an 
insuperable obstacle to the attainment of peace. At 
length William yielded: the interests of his ally were 
sacrificed to the acquisition of a sufficient barrier between 
France and the United Provinces; and both parties 
agreed to propose the following project of a treaty to the 
powers at war : that Holland and France should mutu- 
ally restore the conquests which they had made; that 
the territory of France should remain m statu quo ; that 
the duchy of Lorrain should be restored to the duke, the 

• Dunliy, Letters, 130— 150. 265. Temple, ii. 419 421. James, i. 509— 

510 Dalrymple, it. 126. 
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rightful sovereign ; and that Louis should keep posses- 
sion of the places and countries winch he had won from 
Spain, with the exception of Ath, Charleroi, Oudenarde, 
Courtrai, Tournai, Conde, and Valenciennes, which 
towns should be restored, to form a chain of fortresses 
separating the new acquisitions of France from the 
ancient boundary of the republic. Charles acknowledged 
that the ambition of Louis ought to be satisfied with 
these terms : he even undertook to propose them to the 
acceptance of that monarch, and to require an immediate 
and positive answer : but no arts of the prince could 
draw from Ins uncle an engagement to join his forces 
with those of the confe-lerates m the event of a refusal *. 

The king felt the awkwardness of the new character 
which he had assumed. Hitherto he pretended to no 
other office than that of rnediuior, now he tool; upon him- 
self to arbitrate between the contending powers. He 
was bound by secret treaty to Louis; he received from 
him a yearly pension ; he h id been m the habit of 
making to him protestations of gratitude and friendship : 
and ) et he was about to dictate conditions of peace which 
would arrest that monarch in his career of victory, and 
tear from him a valuable portiun of his conquests. 
^ ov< Having selected lord Fevershamf for the mission, he 
Jo. gave lum instructions to deliver his message in the least 
offensive manner ; to state that the restoration of the 
seven towns was a condition from which nothing could 
induce the prince of Orange to recede ; that it was con- 
sidered necessary for the preservation of Flanders, to 

• James, i 510. 15’ — 15fi Temple, ii 4211 Tern pit*, indeed, 

affirms Out tlw km;,' pie Jird liunsell lo in. ike wai in ease of ;j refusal on 
tin* pail ol Louis (p. 4 k 2t») It is, howevet, evident, 1mm the letter of 
Dauby to Uie prince ul Dec 4tn, that up to that day no such pledge had 
been given ( p lt>2) It may he, tli.it 1 einple wilting fit mi memory has 
n<*casioiiaUv confounded dales and cncu instances. Dandy wimii^ at the 
time, and to the pr nee, r a speeting a negotiation in which they were both 
engaged, could not be in emir. 

+ Louis Dura**, niaiquN de Hlanquefnrt, and nephew to the great Tu- 
lenue, was a FieneJi pm'estant. naturalized in I’ngluml, and appointed 
e.iulain of Ins gii.ml by the duke ot York. He w as created baroc Duras 
( 19th January, 1(»73); and on thedeutli of his lather in law, the carl of 
J'evcisb.wn, succeeded to that tide tu 1077- 
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which Louis himself had given up aH pretensions ; that 
ihe people of England were so deeply interested in the 
fate of that country, that the king could “ never live at 
“ ease with them,” if he were to sutler it to he annexed 
to France either by war or treaty ; that, as the parlia- 
ment had already compelled him to withdraw from his 
alliance with Louis, so it was to be feared that they might 
at last force him into a war against that monarch; and 
that, should the project of peace be accepted, the acqui- 
escence of the French king in that point “ would remove 
“ all accidents that might obstruct the existing friend- 
“ ship between the two crowns.’' Feversham proceeded 
to Paris ; and, as he had nothing more in command than 
“ to desire the most Lhiistiau kings judgment on the 
f ‘ proposal,” it. was expected that lie would not be de- 
tained above two days : but a fortnight passed without^, 
any tidings of his leturn, and the prince of Orange was 23 * 
compelled by despatches from the continent to hasten 
back to the theatre of war *. 

In the French cabinet Colbert argued warmly in fa- 
vour of the project; Louvois, who spoke the sentiments 
of Ins sovereign, contended for the prosecution of the 
war. After several delays Feversham received this an- 
swer, that. Louis had read the proposal with surprise ; 
that to call on him to surrender the seven fortresses was 
as unreasonable as to amputate a man’s feet, and then 
bid him walk ; hut that, in proof of his moderation, 
he would consent to a truce for all the towns, whether 
they belonged to Spain or Holland, winch were situated 
between the Meuse ami the sea, according to the demar- 
cation of 1668 t. The envoy returned ; and the next • >u ‘ 

• Tlit* instt notions for lord Feversham have been published by lord 
John Russell, m his hie of William lord Russell, ii. 218 — 221. They show 
how incnneLt Temple is in Ins statement of the terms to he proponed by 
FeveVsli.ini to Louis. 

t D.uilty, i 101 By the treaty of Apt il ft, 1068, an. imaginary lino was 
drawn fiorri Os tend through Ghent, Kupleniond, and Mechlin to Argenteau, 
and it was agieed in the event of a refusal to make peace on the p.nt of 
Spain, that England and Holland should rauke conquests on the north, 
ami Fi'iiice on the south, of that line. See Dumont, vii. 89. 
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post brought advice, that in defiance of the season the 
French army had taken the field, and had invested Guis- 
lain, which was expected to fall in a few days. Such 
conduct irritated the pride of Charles ; he ordered the 
Dec. adjournment of parliament to be shortened from April 
X the 4th to January the 1 5th * ; and compelled Montague, 
the ambassador, who had obtained leave of absence, to 
4. return in all haste to Paris. lie was instructed to ex- 
press the surprise of the king, that the epithet “ unreason- 
“ able” should be applied to an arrangement which was 
necessary for the preservation of Flanders; his appre- 
hension that the rejection of the project would compel 
him to adopt measures which it was his most anxious 
wish to avoid ; his persuasion that the sacrifice demanded 
of Louis was trifling in comparison with the risk which 
lie himself must encounter from the discontent of his 
subjects; and his intention of meeting his parliament 
before the French army could have tune to extend its 
conquests in Flanders 'I*. On the same day Charles sent 
directions to Hyde, the ambassador at the Hague, to 
propose to the States a new treaty after the model of the 
triple alliance, by which the two powers should be bound 
to each other, not only to defend themselves against all 
aggressors, but also to declare war, England against 
Fiance, the Slates against Spain, if either Frauct <.r 
Spain should reject the proposed treaty of peace. Hie 
1 1* prince of Orange received this intelligence with feelings 
of astonishment and triumph. He had not expected such 

* That tins w. is the real cause is plain fioin tin* instructions to Hyde 
and Montague. Dauby, 161 327 I.ilc of Lmd Ru-sell, ii App 225. 
The shortening of the adjournment could not have proceeded, as Dalrj tri- 
ple assents, ip. L28,) tioin resentment on account of the stoppage of the 
French pension ; tor the hr-1 Look place on Dec 3, the lattei oil Dec. 17 
Neither is Dairy mple more collect in his .icunuit of the manner of ad- 
journment. The King announced by proclamation that the attendance of 
distant raemhcis on tin* did ol’ Dei ember would be uiuiec. ssary, as the 
house would meet only to udjourn to the 4th of Apnl : on account, how- 
ever. of the change ol cii cum stances, when the\ did meet, they adjourned 
at the king's lequest oulv to the 15th of Jan Journals, Dec. 3, 1667. 

+ See Life of William lord Russell, u. App 224-227- Montague’* 
message was taken by Loim and Louvois as conveying a tin cat ol hostili- 
ties to follow. Dauby, 41, 42. 
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a demonstration of vigour from the indolence of his uncle : 
his influence soon obtained the consent of the States- 
Gencral ; and in a few days the new treaty was concluded, ^|‘ c ' 
with the full but una\owed sanction of the Spanish 
government at Brussels + . 

Anxious as Louis had always been to prevent the union 
of Charles with his enemies, jet he did not suffer the 
apparent hostility of the English king to withdraw him 
from his purpose. 

1. A long time must necessarily elapso before the 
British troops could take the field. They were not yet 
levied, nor had any vote of credit been passed for their 
support. But a fleet might soon be formed of the ships 
in actual sei vice ; and therefore, as a measure of pre- 
caution, he despatched secret orders for the evacuation 
of Sicily, and the immediate return to Fiance both of 
his army in that island, and of his naval force in the 
Mediterranean *. At the same time he sought to damp 1 ' ■ 
the military ardour of his English brother, first, by sus- 
pending, though with many apologies and expressions of 
personal esteem, the payment of the yearly pension, of 
which 50,000/. was actually due: and then by proposing J9. 
a general truce for twelve months, during which expe- 
dients might, be devised to salisfy evciy interest. He 
assured Montague that no consideration would ever in- 
duce him to part with Condo, Valenciennes, andToumai; 
and left it to his minister to add that, if Charles could 
prevail on the prince to consent to the cession of those 
places, their full 'value should be paid to the English 
king in bars of gold concealed within bales of silk, and 
any sum which the lord treasurer might name as the 

* Diinby’s Lottem, 161. 162. 16G. 326. Dumont, vii. 341. C Jnuru 
M.xy 2, 1678. In the treaty both powers agreed to compel jointly Fiance 
and Spam to consent but in article ix the States asseit that they have 
sufficient assurance of the consent of Spain (softs cctti sunt), so that the 
treaty was in reality diieeled against France alone. Yet this important 
point w as concealed in the iihstiact of the treaty entered on the journals. 

f J’envovai le marcchnl de la Feuillade aveo ordre de raniener les 
troupes, et je bn union nai tie s’y preparer avee taut de secret et de diligence, 
que I union de 1’ Angleterre avec mes unuemis no rendit pas leur retour 
impossible. CEuvres de Lotus, \y. 143. 



110 


CHARLES IF. 


[chap. II. 


reward of his services should be remitted to him in the 
shape of diamonds and pearls. As another inducement 
a hint was thrown out of a marriage between the dauphin 
and Mademoiselle d'Orleans, the niece of Charles, with 
the remark, that the interests of that young lady ought 
to be as dear toiler uncle us those of his nephew William. 
Montague (if he had not already tasted of the bounty of 
the French king, he had at least received a promise of 
remuneration) was careful, in the letter which conveyed 
these proposals, to paint them m the most inviting 
colours*. But the king proved himself superior to 
temptation. On the one hand he was kept steady to his 
purpose by the representations of Danby, who ardently 
wished to provoke a war v\ith France, on the other by the 
Duke of York, who warmly espoused the quarrel of his 
son-in-law, and llatlered Ins own ambition with the hope 
of reaping an ample honest of military glory. At the 
duke’s suggestion instructions were sent for the return 
of the English troops sen mg in the pay of France; a 
strong squadron sailed to the Mediteiruuenn to reinforce 
the fleet under sir John Narborough ; commissions were 
issued for the completion of the old and the raising of 
new regiments, and possession of the poit of Ostend was 
demanded from the Spanish government as a depot for 
the use of the English army in Flanders t. 

2° But besides the sovereign theic existed another 
power, with which Louis did not think it beneath Ins 
ov. dignity to negotiate. The marriage of the princess Mary 
3* had convinced the popular leaders that the prince of 
Orange had abandoned their party. Some of them with- 
out delay sought the ear of the French ambassador : a 
new plan of opposition was devised ; and at his sugges- 
tion it was resolved to attribute the recall of the English 
troops from the French service (a measure which they 
themselves had repeatedly recommended in parliament) 
to an intention on the pait of the king of rendering him- 

• Dalrymple, n. P28 Danby, 40. 43 48 61 
f Dunby, 58. 171. 174. 1J6. 190. Dalrymple, 145. 
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self absolute with the aid of a standing army. With Jan. 
these men Barillon was ordered to continue his con- 1. 
nection : but several, and those the most influential, stood 
aloof ; and to them the younger Ruvignv was despatched 
from Paris, as a more acceptable instrument, on account 
of his relationship to lady Vaughan, and b is intimate ac- 
quaintance with the family of Russell *. On Ins arrival 
he waited on the king and the lord treasurer, to acquaint 
them that an equivalent might perhaps be accepted for 
Comic and Valenciennes, but never, in any circumstances, 
for Tournai. In a private audience with Charles, he 
made to him the most liberal offers of pecumaiy assist- 
ance, and begged him to be on lus guard against the 
pernicious counsels of Dauby, who sacrificed the interests 
of Ins sovereign to Ins own desire of popularity. To 
Danby himself he repealed assurances of the high esteem 
in which he was held by the French monarch, and ex- 
pressed a hope that the minister Mould employ the in- 
fluence which he so desen edly possessed both with the 
king and the prince, to extinguish rather than foment 
animosities and resentments. Finding, however, that 
his arguments and eloquence made no impression, he 
sought and obtained several interviews with lord Holies 
and lord Russell. The latter he found open and com- 
municative: the former was cautious and reserved, but 
a most bitter enemy of the court. Both seemed to ap- 
prehend that there might exist a secret and collusive 
understanding between the two monarchs ; that the 
present appearance of dissension was assumed merely as 
a feint to furnish Charles with the pretext of demanding 
a supply; and that the articles of peace' were already 
settled, and would be made public as soon as the money 
bill should be passed. But when this cause of jealousy 

* Ruvitpiy was mstiurted to apply first to the kinp, and then, if he 
failed nl success, to loul Russell, lie cunie about the middle of January, 
letuiued to Paris on the 8th ol Felnnaiy, mid came hack hefoietlie end of 
the month. Whether he explained himself to Holies uiid Russell in his 
first visit is uik ert.iin. The n tei views mentioned in the text are detailed 
in a memoir of llanllou of the 4Lli of Match. 
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was removed, they agreed to append to the supply con- 
ditions which should render it unacceptable to the king ; 
to bring forward charges against the lord treasurer and 
his friends ; to harass the duke of York and the catho- 
lics with the proposal of new disqualifications ; and to 
employ every means in their power to provoke the king 
to adjourn or prorogue the parliament; and Ruvigny, 
on the part of his sovereign, promised, that, if by their 
opposition Charles were compelled to renew Ins connec- 
tion with France, Louis should employ all his influence 
to procure a dissolution of parliament, and the ruin of the 
lord treasurer, two objects equally desired, as equally 
conducive to their interests, both by the popular party 
and the French monarch. There is no reason to suppose 
that Holies and Russell were betrayed into this danger- 
ous and illegal intrigue by pecuniary considerations. If 
was with them the elfect of party zeal and political re- 
sentment ; and when Russell was asked by Ruvigny to 
point out the persons among whom he should distribute 
the large sum wlneh he had brought with him from 
France, that nobleman indignantl) replied, tlmt lie 
should be sorry to have communication with men, who 
were to be bought with money. His friends, however, 
were less scrupulous, and it will subsequently appear that 
several of them accepted valuable presents from the 
French monarch 

3. From England Louis turned liis attention to the 
Hague. In the united provinces there was scarcely a 
man who did not wish for a separate peace. Even those 
who opposed it in the States were not restrained by 
principles of honour, but by the ascendency possessed by 
William, who still refused to hear of an) proposal, by 
which his allies should be abandoned to the resentment 
of their enemy. But, since Ins marriage into the royal 
family of England, Ins influence bad been on the wane ; 
and his countrymen began to suspect the object of his 


lJuliymplt*, 129 — 136 Duuln, Lettris, 50. 53. 5G 59. 
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connection with a monarch, whom of all men they con- 
sidered as their most bitter enemy. To strengthen this 
impression the French ambassador was plentifully sup- 
plied with money, and Ins agents weie instructed to 
throw out insinuations against the patriotism of the 
prince, to attribute his obstinacy in opposing a separate 
peace to his love of military command, and his frequent 
intei course with the English court ton joint design of 
establishing a system of arbitrary power, both m Eng- 
land, and in the Netherlands. The advocates of peace 
multiplied rapidly : tlieir numbers encouraged them to 
speak in a bolder lone, and the prince saw that without 
some very important change in affairs, he should he no 
longer able to control the general wish of Ins country- 
men *. 

When the parliament met, Charles informed the two Jai 
houses that he had made an alliance defensive and often- 
sive with the States lor the protection of Flanders ; that 
having failed in Ins efforts to procure peace by fair 
means, he would endeavour to procure it by force ; that 
for this purpose it would be necessary to put ninety sail 
of ships in commission, and to raise thirty or forty 
thousand men, and that he therefore expected from his 
faithful subjects a prompt and plentiful supply, which 
they were at liberty to appropriate to particular purposes 
in the most rigorous manner that, could be de\iscd. The 
popular leaders dared not directly oppose tins demand ; 
—for they had been the most clamorous among the advo- 
cates of war + — but to the address of thanks for the royal 
speech they artfully appended two very popular but un- 
palatable requests, that the king would never consent, 
and would hind Ins allies never to consent, to a*ny peace 

* Dnnliy’s Lrttci.s, -Ofi 254 329 351. Temple, u. 427- 

f 11s (hseut qu’ils n’ont j.im.us preteudu s’npposer out pi temp nt .idonuer 
<le I'.irjjent au Hoi } qup re smut It* mojende s’altiier la li.nnr cl n people, 
el le ipprtiche dp tout ce qm penned arrivei dans lu suite Dnlijiu id4 
James in a letter ol’ Feb 5, obseives to the prince, tli.it “ ihn-eulio’seemed 
" to be most zealous foi a w.u with France last session, aie those \»ho ob- 
'* ‘‘met most the giving a supply."’ Ilud 1^7 

V’C*L. XII. I 
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which did not confine France within the limits formerly 
settled by the treaty of the Pyrenees ; and that he would 
make it a condition of the confederacy, that all commer- 
cial intercourse with Franco should be prohibited, and 
all articles of French growth or manufacture should be 
destroyed wherever, either by land or sea, they might be 
found. Charles commented on this address with great 
PV 1 ,. severity of language. He had complied with their re- 
4 quest of the 20th of May by making an alliance with 
Holland ; but they seemed to have forgotten their pro- 
mise of supplying him with money to accomplish the 
object of such alliance, and had again invaded his pre- 
rogative by prescribing to him the conditions to be in- 
serted in treaties ; but they should know that he held the 
reins of government m his hand, and would continue to 
hold them for the safety of his people and himself. In 
addition they presumed to interfere with the commercial 
regulations of foreign and independent governments, 
which must be provoked by such interference ; and to 
dictate the terms of a future peace, as if they possessed 
a knowledge of the future contingencies of war ; and this 
loo at a time when not a ship, a regiment, a single 
penny had been voted to enable him to support the lan- 
guage which they wished him to assume. In the debate 
which followed, the country party maintained tha 1 they 
dared not grant money for the support of an aPttnice, 
the conditions of which had not been communicated to 
5 , the house : but the minister obtained a majority of forty - 
two voices, and a supply was voted in general terms for 
the maintenance of a fleet of ninety sail, and an army of 
thirty thousand men *. 

The extraordinary conduct of the house of commons 
induced the king to reflect seriously, before he suffered 
himself to be irrevocably drawn into the war. The 
French troops were already in motion : it was plain that 
his opponents, if they could not prevent, would at least 


C Journ. Jan. 8-t. 31 ; Feb, 4, 5 Pari. Hist iv. 8%, 915 — 925. 
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retard the supply, till it should be too late for him to in- 
fluence the events of the campaign: the States not only 
talked of a separate peace, they refused to furnish their 
quota of ships to the combined licet, and Villa Hermosa 
declared that a pacification on any conditions was better 
to Spain than the continuance of the war*. Charles 
began to hesitate : new expedients suggested themselves 
to his mind ; and he resolved to make another effort to 
procure a peace. As France had expressed a willing- 
ness to restore Gonde and Valenciennes, the single town 
of Tournai constituted the principal subject of dispute ; 
and the king persuaded himself that Louis might be 
brought to accept, William to yield, Charlemont in its 
place. With this proposal he despatched Ruvigny to Feb. 
Paris, Godolphin to Holland ; but with the intimation 
that the suggestion proceeded from himself, that he still 
intended to abide by the determination of his nephew, 
and that he should consider the investment by the 
French of any Spanish town before he received an 
answer, as a declaration of war against England. The 
reply of Louis was probably evasive, that of the prince 
of Orange, who had been privately instructed by Dauby, 
a direct refusal t. 

While the projects of Charles were paralyzed by 
doubts and jealousies, Louis displayed a spirit of enter- 
prize, which astonished, and ultimately subdued lus 

* See the insti actions to Godolphin, Dauby's LetteTs, 346. 

t Ibid also p. 197 204. Dairy tuple, ii. 147, 148. Clareiul. Coircsp. 
l. 5. On Feb 8th, Dauby wrote to the prince that “ there was no cau.se to 
" fear any alteration in the king . but that, if hib highness did not approve 
»• the having such conditions offered to France, he might be confident lie 
“ should hear no iuoie of them.” Dairy mple, n. 156. It is probable that 
this letter was wntteu by the king’s older; lbi the next day D.inby writes 
a second letter, which lie desires mav be burnt, exhorting the prince to le- 
liise the proposal, and instructing him to lrtuin two auswers, one pimite 
for tin* minibtei himself, and another fit to be shown to the king. Danbv, 

197 — 199. In .this second letter he says, that in parliament “ all doubt 
“ whethei his niujcsty will go freely into war, and not iwthout muse." 
words whence some writers have not hesitated to infer that Dunby thought 
the king insincere in his present professions To me, however, it appears 
from the whole context of his despatches that he does not charge him w ith 
insincerity, but feais that the offeis and persuasion of the Fiench envoy 
may induce him to have recourse again to negotiation .See also p 3li.ii 
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Jan. enemies. About the end of January he proceeded from 
Pans to Metz, and every eye was directed to the armies 
on the Rhine : in a few days Namur, and then Mons, 
were invested, and the prince of Orange and the Spanish 
generals hastened to the protection of these fortresses, 
next Louvois approached Ipres, and its numerous garri- 
son was confined within its walls: at last the marshal 
j ( d’Humieros with a large division sat down before the 
important city of Ghent., the real object of all these 
'W. movements : in three days the king arrived in the cam]) ; 
J7. the trenches were opened, and the inhabitants capitu- 
M,, plated. Soon afterwards Ipres fell, and Louis, satisfied 
1 .’). with these conquests, engaged to undertake no military 
operations during two months. He had opened a road 
into Holland ; he had placed himself in a situation to 
insult at any hour Brussels, the seat of the Spanish 
government, and he paused to ascertain what impres- 
sion tins change of cncuinstances might make on the 
confederates *. 

In England the reduction of Ghent provoked a general 
cry for war. The house of commons hastened to pass a 
bill, imposing a poll-tax as part of the supply ; but the 
popular leaders were careful to incumber it with pro- 
visoes thought to trench on the lawful authority of the 
crown, and to take from its value by the introduction of 
a clause, which prohibited the importation of l^uich 
commodities, and consequently lopped off one of the 
most productive branches of revenue. It was ex- 
pected that Charles would resent this artifice + : hut, 
guided by the counsels of his brother and the lord trea- 
. surer, lie silently accepted the bill, despatched three 
thousand men to Ostend, and issued levy-money to 
^twenty colonels, each of whom bound himself to raise 
a regiment of one thousand men in the space of six 

# I ouis, iv 123—162. 

t Charles adverted to Hut. artifice in the next MVisiun, and declared that, 
if such innovation were mummed ol “ lacking together ” matters of a dif- 
ferent natuie in the Mime hill, “ that hill should certainly he lost, Hi the 

impoitrtticu of it be nevei su great” C. Juurn. May 23, 1678. 
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weeks. His adversaries in parliament were surprised 
at lus vigour, but did not relax from their efforts to 
embarrass Ins proceedings. Lord Russell inveighed ^ dr - 
with warmth against popery, and a standing army ; sir 
Gilbert Gerard hinted a suspicion that, if the new regi 
metits were raised, they would be employed, not against 
the enemy, but the liberties of the country; a committee 
was appointed to inquire into the dangers with which 
the established church was threatened by the growth of 
popery ; and an addiess was voted, praying the king to 
declare war without a moment’s delay, to dismiss the 
French envoys, and to recall his own commissioners from 
the congress at Nimegucn. The object of the supply, 
and the tone of this address, provoked Ruvigny and 
Banllon to expostulate with their friends, the former 
with the lords Russell and Holies, the latter with Buck- 
ingham and Shaftesbury. They all returned the same 
answer, that they had violated no pledge ; that to oppose 
the grant of money would have been dangerous, but they 
had clogged it with conditions most offensive to the king ; 
and that in moving the address they had sought to draw 
from him tlie disclosure of Ins leal intentions, an object 
not more beneficial 1o themselves than to the French 
monarch ; for, were he once with the aid of an army to 
secure the persons of Ins political opponents, he would he 
able to obtain from a servile parliament whatever aid ho 
might demand for the prosecution of the war. Lord 
Russell carried up the address to the house of lords for 
their concurrence : but Ihey contended that it would be 
folly to plunge the nation into hostilities without some 
previous knowledge of the intentions of the allies. A 
conference followed : neither house was convinced by 
the other ; and the lotds in conclusion returned a direct 22. 
refusal *. 

The fact was that tlie success of Louis had subdued 
tlie obstinacy of the confederates. The emperor, the 

*C Join n Fob 18; Minch 8. 15. 22 L Journ. siii 186 192. 1%. 
rail. Hist iv. 940-956. Huulloii, 13* 137- 
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M.m. queen of Spain, the prince of Orange, acquainted the 
*'■ king by their ambassadors that they no longer objected 
to the cession of Tournai, and in addition of Valen- 
ciennes, if France would restore the other five towns, 
and with them her recent conquests *. Charles received 
the information with joy : of the acquiescence of Louis 
he entertained not a doubt, and instantly devised a plan 
ul’ providing for his own interests, while he seemed to 
!/> consult only those of the allies. Grilling for Danby, he 
compelled him to write to the ambassador at Paris the 
celebrated letter, which at a subsequent period led to the 
disgrace and ruin of that minister. By it Montague was 
told that m the official despatch lie would find instruc- 
tions to do nothing more than sound the disposition of 
Louis in respect to these terms ; because it was neces- 
sary to keep secret the real object of the king. He was, 
however, to make the proposal, and to pledge the word of 
Ins sovereign for the consent of Spain and the States. 
If it were rejected, he was to add nothing more; but, if 
accepted, to demand for Charles, as the reward for his 
good service, a pension of 600,000 livres during the three 
following years. A postscript was added in the hand of 
the king : “ this letter is writ by my order, C. R By 

* M. le due de Villa Hermosa a ropondu qu’il acceptpra les conditions 
.... Poui nous, nous feions de menu*, et ainsv vcnla la p.nx fane si la 
Fiance contitiue alavoulou siu copied , de tpimje doubte fort. The - i i.ee 
to Danby, March 17, p H14 See also Dauby's Letters (Ibid 210J ; and 
Hyde's from the Hague, Ibid. 329. 

*+ Danby, 70—76. The facts that the bill for the poll-tax received the 
royal assent on the 20th, and that the king proposed terms of peace to 
Louis on the 25th, have induced most writers to charge him witn deceit, 
with pi etendmg hostility to France till the money was voted, and then 
scekiug a peace, that he might put the money in ins pocket. Hut atten- 
tion to dates und events will not justify the m lei e nee. It was not before 
the 14th ol Mmch that the bill passed the lords, when it was known that 
a strong inclination to make peace existed in the Dutch ami Spunish coun- 
cils. On the 15th the two houses infoimed the king that they had pro- 
vided money, and wished luui to declare wui without delay. Tie waited 
four days before he returned an answer, expeetiug piobahly certain intel- 
ligence bom the continent. It did not, howevei ainve, and on the 19th 
he promised to pass the bill, w Inch he dul the next day The prince of 
Orange wrote his answer, staling that all puities would accept the condi- 
tions foimerly proposed, on the 17th, winch would iearli Loudon between 
the 20th and 25th, und on the receipt of this answei, the king ordered the 
proposals to be sent to Montague 
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Louis the offer was refused without hesitation : it came, 
lie said, too late ; his recent successes entitled him lo 
greater advantages ; he might, indeed, restore Guislam Apt 
and Ghent, but he would retain Iprcs ; and he had 1. 
given instructions to his envoy?, at Nimegucn to make 
an almost similar proposal to the confederates, by which, 
however, he should not hold himself bound unless it 
was accepted by a certain day. Charles was disap- 
pointed and offended: his warlike spirit revived, and he 
suggested to the foreign ministers at his court the con 
elusion of a quadripartite alliance, which lie would fol- 
low up with a declaration of war. The Spanish ambas- 
sador and the Imperial envoy assented with joy, hut the 
Dutch hesitated : he had neither powers nor instructions, 
and dared not act without them *. That he might have 
time to consult the States, the parliament, which had 15 
met after the Easter recess, was adjourned for a fort- 
night, and in that interval Van Bcuningen received the 
necessary powers, but without any instructions lor his 
guidance. It was before suspected, it now became 
manifest, that the States would enter into no engage- 
ment, which might throw obstacles m the way of a 
separate peace. Before a few days were passed, they 2'J 
voted a resolution to accept the terms offered by France. 

On the meeting of parliament, the lord chancellor, by 
order of the king, explained to the two houses the past 
course and the present state of these negotiations, and 
in conclusion solicited their advice, with a promise that 
it should be faithfully followed. But the popular leaders 
had not forgotten their engagement to the French am- 
bassador f. They induced the house to listen to a long 
and tedious report from the committee for religion, which 
had discovered that a dozen catholic priests resided in 
the counties of Hereford and Monmouth, and that the 

• Dalrymple, 155. C Journ. App 29 The next dnv D.mby complains 
to the punce — “ I do from ray bou! believe that our parliament and your 
“ States conti ibute more to the service of the French King tlmn ilie best 
" army he has could do.” }\ 219. 

f See p 38. 
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laws winch pave two- third parts of the estates of catholic 
recusants to the crown, were often evaded by means of 
secret trusts and conveyances. This was sufficient ; the 
alarming intelligence awakened the fears of the godly 
and the credulous; and a resolution was passed, that 
the house could not, consistently with its duty, lay any 
additional charge on the people, till the kingdom was 
“ secured, and the dangers were prevented, which might 
“arise from the prevalence and the countenance given to 
“the popish party*.” When the king heard of this vote, 
so unfounded in fact, and so insulting to his government, 
he burst into expressions of astonishment and indigna- 
tion ; he saw that the object of its authors was to fortify 
themselves with the passions of the people, and to con- 
nect the refusal of supplies with the security of religion ; 
and he openly charged with deception those among his 
counsellors who had urged him to enter into war on the 
ground that he would meet with the co-operation of par- 
liament. There remained, he said, but one resource for 
himself. The confederates were willing to accept the 
terms offered by France : they should have his assistance ; 
and he would demand money for concurring in the 
accomplishment of a pacification, which would equally 
be accomplished without his concurrence. 

With this view he wrote a conciliatory letter to Louis, 
May a nd ordered the lord treasurer to commence a negtUa- 
tion with the French ambassador. The subsequent pro- 
ceedings in parliament served to confirm him in his 
determination. The commons voted an address for the 
removal of the duke of Lauderdale, pronounced the al- 
liances lately concluded by the king inconsistent with 
the good and safety of the kingdom, advised him to 
comply with their previous addresses, and prayed him to 
banish from his presence the counsellors who had m- 

* The evidence, on which this vote was founded, occupies five folio 
pages in the printed jnurnuls, under the date of April 21), and deserves 
attention, as it shows whal tilfles may serve to raise the fieicest, ebullitions 
of religious animosity under the management of bold and aitful leaders, 
Journals, App. 29. 
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(lured lum lo reject their first advice. Charles on the «yj.,y 
other hand informed them that without a prompt supply li. 
n portion of the licet must he laid up, and a considerable 
reduction be made in the army. After some debate they 
refused to consider the subject, and the king sending j;{ 
for them to the house of lords prorogued the parliament, 
hul only for the short space of ten days* ** . 

Louis, in the mean time, aware of the impression 
which his victories and his emissaries had made on the 
public mind in Holland, despatched a letter of the most 
pacific tendency to the States, and awaited their reply in 
his camp at Wetteren, on the right bank of the Scheldt. 
They immediately consulted the English, Spanish, and 
Imperial ambassadors, who, by the secret advice of the jj 
prince, returned for answer that they ought to abide by 
Iheir engagements, and refuse to negotiate unless it 
were in company with their allies. But Louis had al- 
ready won a separate peace by the capture of Ghent*. 

The desire to remove the French army to a distance from 
the frontier, aided by the distribution of French gold, 
bore down all opposition ; and the prince himself, warned 
of the unpopularity of his resistance, and driven to 
despair by the recent conduct of the English parliament, 
gave a tardy and reluctant assent. Van Beverning pio- 13, 
eeeded to the French camp, and an armistice was con- 
cluded to allow time for the discussion of the articles of w, 
peace :£. 


* Temple, ii. 434. I Aims, iv 1G3 Dalrymplc, 172. G. Journ. Anp ‘29 
Mu\ -I, 7. H. 10,11 13 Tin* pailies weie so equally balanced, tli.it tin* 
fate ofeveiy question seemed (loulitful The vote toi nn address against 
Lauderdale was c lined by a majority of 4">. ()u the next duy the address 
itsell was leji cted by a majority ot six, and on the following it was iuscited 
as an amend men I in another addiess by n majority of right. 

t Sa piiseu lone mes eunemis a la jiaix, ies niettant hors d’etat de 
soutenn la guerie Louts, iv 14m Some of bis couucil thought it beneath 
ilie* kin}? to snlieit pence: mats, he adds with great romplaeeiu \, le lnen 
public, sc juignant a la gloire do me vnincro moi mftiie, Pirn port.i. 
Ibid 1G3 

J Ibid. lf)5, lf>6 Temple, ii 437. Clar. Corresp. i. 17 Dauby's Let- 
ters, 254 33S 341.358. “ The pi mce said to me alone, that finding the 

** distractions ntid divisions ineieaso every day in parliament, was that 
" which did mostof all discouiuge lum fiom struggling any longer aguiist 
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That he might not be disappointed of his object by the 
interference of England, Louis commissioned Barillon 
to make a new offer to Charles. Danby no longer ad- 
vised hostilities —he was deterred by the visible reluct- 
ance of the confederates, and the violence of his political 
enemies— the duke of York sacrificed his ambition of 
military glory to his fear that a war would enable the 
popular party to make new inroads on what he deemed 
May the legitimate authority of the crown * ; and Charles 
I7 * readily subscribed a secret treaty, by which it was sti- 
pulated, that, unless the States signified their formal ac- 
ceptance of the terms offered at Nimeguen within the 
space of two months, the English king should withdraw 
his forces from the continent with the exception of three 
thousand men, to form the garrison of Ostend, and 
should receive from Louis in return the sum of 6,000,000 
livrcs (450,000/.) by four quarterly instalments. Ba- 
rillon, however, was not forgetful of his engagement with 
the popular leaders, and therefore made the first pay- 
ment depend on two important conditions, the proroga- 
tion of parliament for four months, preparatory to a 
dissolution, and the reduction of the English army to 
the small force of six thousand men ■}. 

23. The moment the parliament met, the altercation be- 
27 # tween the king and the commons was revived. The latter 
proposed in an address to the throne that war should be 
23. declared, or the army be disbanded, without dplay. 
Charles replied that in one case he might be left to fight 
without allies, and in the other Ins allies might be com- 
pelled to fight without him. They resolved that all the 
June f° rces during the last seven months “ ought to be 

4 . paid off and disbanded forthwith” and voted the sum of 
200,000/. for that purpose, on the condition that the dis- 
banding should be effected in the short space of three 
^ weeks. He begged to learn whether it was their inten- 

“ th** inclinations of this whole country to the pence.” (iodolphin to 
Dauby, May 14. lbul. ]>. 361. 

* See Ins letters to the pi nice, Dalrymple, 172—173. 

t Ddlrymple, 15‘J— 1&*. 
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tion that the English garrisons in the towns of Flanders 
should be withdrawn before they could be relieved by 
Spanish troops ; and his opponents, ashamed of their June 
precipitancy, extended the three weeks to sixty days for 13 
the regiments serving beyond the sea, but passed a reso- 
lution that after three days no additional motion for a 
supply should be made during the session. The king 18 
then called them before him, reminded them of the 
public debt, which had been contracted some years before, 
and of the anticipations on the actual revenue, occasioned 
by his preparations for war, and condescended to request 
that, if they meant him to pursue hostilities with the 
petty state of Algiers, or to take that part in continental 
politics which became the dignity of the crown, or to lead 
the remaining portion of his life in ease and quiet, they 
would add to his annual income the sum of 300,000^. 

But this appeal to their feelings was useless: the house 
passed contemptuously to the order of the day*. 

In the meanwhile the negotiation between Louis and 
the States was transferred from the French camp to the 
congress at Nimegucn. Every question respecting the 
personal interests of the two parties was speedily and 
amicably arranged ; a day for the signature of the treaty 
was appointed ; and an armistice for six weeks allowed 
time for the Spanish government to signify its accept- 
ance of the terms previously offered by Louis. It chanced, 
however, that a question put by Doria, the Spanish am- 
bassador, drew from the F rench commissioners an avowal, 1 ^ 
that, though it was the intention of their master to restore 
the six towns to Spain, he would continue to hold them 
as securities for his ally, the king of Sweden, till the 
emperor should have restored the conquests which lie 

* C. Jonm May 2 7 , 28 j June 4 7 13. 15. 18. Pari. Hist. iv. 977 983 
986. 994 On the last day a test was pioposed fur the discover) of such 
membeis in that house as had received bnbes or any other coiiMdeiatiou 
for their votes, eitliei fioni the English government or foreign powers 
The popul .11 li .uleis spoke warmly in its favour, but before the last 
division took place, about 100 members slipped out. of the house, and the 
motion was lost by a majority of L4 C. Journ. June H. Pail. Ilist. iv. 

1000. 
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had made from that prince. This declaration put an end 
to the treaty. The States foibad their commissioners to 
June sign without new instructions; Charles expressed his 
-1. conviction that Louis sought only to divide, and by 
dividing to oppress, the confederates; and the council 
unanimously adopted the advice of the duke of York, to 
enter immediately into the war. The period for dis- 
banding the army was in consequence prolonged* ; four 
thousand men led by the earl of Ossory joined the Eng- 
lish regiments in Flanders ; another corps of equal force 
~ 7 held itself in readiness to embark under the command of 
July the duke ; and Temple hastened to the Hague, where, 
10. in defiance of French influence, he concluded a treaty 
stipulating that, unless France should recede from its 
new pretensions in favour of Sweden within fourteen 
days, the two powers should unite their forces to compel 
the acceptance of the proposals formerly made by the 
king of England, or such other conditions as the success 
of the confederates might entitle them to demand !'. 

* TIih prolongation revived a question of privilege between the houses 
lu the bill granting 200,000/ for the disbanding of the aimy, the loids in- 
lioduc'Ml nn amendment piolonging the time from three weeks to the eml 
of July, even for the forces iu Kngland The commons acknowledged the 
piopriety of the delay, hut denied the liglil of the buds to mate any al- 
teiatums in a muiev bill, mid theictoie leieetnig the amendment substi- 
tuted a proviso to the same pui post The toids rejected the pioviso in 
return ; and the common® passed a resohitiou that M all aids in pailmment 
“ are the sole gift of the commons, that all lulls fin that purpose ought to 
“ begin mill the commons, and that it is the undoubted and sole right of 
“ the commons to direct, limit, and appoint m such bills the ends, eon 
“ Nideratious, conditions, and qualification-, o! such grants, which ought not 
“ to be altered by the house ol loids” ((’ Jotirn. July 3 ) Tins doc 
trine was, how evei, denied by the buds. It was, they replied, founded 
soldy on the net of llerny IV entitled " Indemnity lies seigneuis et com- 
“ mimes,'' which took, indeed, fmm the buds their loitnei unlit of ongi- 
uatiiig such hills, but left all other legislative rights as full and bee to one 
house us to the othei The commons might keep it a wxnlu qutrsho, as 
long us they pleased; but the lords would never siineuder the exetuse of 
their heieditnry pm lieges Chailes bwred that he should lose the bill, 
and « it h it the sum of 200,000/ , no tutting consideration to the indigent 
monaich : but the louts led the bill at the conference, and icfused to take 
any further notice of it: aud the commons yielded so f,u as to mluiiluce a 
new lull, of which the i ejected amendment formed a part In this state it 
passed both houses. 

f Temple, u. 438 — 443. Jenkins, ii 389 Dumont, vii 34^. Chuend. 
CorTeip. 1 — 21 Daily tuple, n. 181 — 188. Danbv, 22f» 228 253 2iH. it 
appeals to ine that the king was sincere in these proceedings, as he mus* 
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Though Louis was disconcerted by this display of 
spirit, so unexpected on the part of the English king, he 
did not despair of subduing the obstinacy of the States. 
With this view his commissioners at Nimeguen employed 
for thirteen days every art which diplomatic finesse could 
devise. They declared that the resolution of their 
master was irrevocably taken ; they suggested forms of 
compromise, the substitution of an equivalent in favour , 
of Sweden, the discussion of the subject at Ghent or St. 
Quintin in the presence of Louis : hut on the fourteenth, July 
when every man looked forward to the renewal of hos- 31. 
tihties, they announced their willingness to yield, on 
condition that the peace were signed before midnight. 

Van llaren, one of the Dutch commissioners, hesitated, 
because he had understood that not only the peace with 
the States but also that with Spam was to he signed at 
the same time : his scruples, however, were removed by 
the authority of his colleague Van Btwerning, and both in 
conjunction with Odjek, the third commissioner, sub- 
scribed the same evening two treaties, one of peace, 
and another of commerce, between France and the 
United Provinces, without any particular stipulation in 
favour of Spaiu. The intelligence excited surprise at 
the Hague: hut it was believed that Bovernmg acted in 
pursuance of private instructions from the city of Am- 
sterdam; and peace was so welcome to almost e\eiy class 
among his countrj men that he had little to fear from 
the resentment of those who sought a continuance of 
the war *. 


have lOTT^mi, what accordingly happened, that he would forfeit of com so 
(lie 6,000.000 livres which had been piomised to him by Louis 
* Temple, n 444 — 435. Jenkins, n. 418— 4 0 Dumont, vn. 350 It 
v at* pioposed that Chailes should guarantee tho places m question to 
Swcdoii He was even induced to uidei Temple to go from the Hague to 
Nimeguen for that purpose. Thus the Freneli parly at the Hague n, is 
fieed liom the picscnce of n man whose influence they feared, and with the 
aid of De Crosse, the Swedish agent who hiought the order, circulated a 
report that a set let understanding still existed between Charles and Loins 
Tins, it was believed, led to the clandestine mission of lloreol fiom the city 
of Amsternam to Van Ueierniug Temple, n. 445— 449. Dalrymple, u. 
178. Dan b\ , 256. 289. 
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To this event, so unexpected by the other powers of 
Europe, succeeded another which excited equal surprise. 
On the fourth day after the conclusion of peace, the 
prince of Orange fought the fierce and sanguinary battle 
of St. Denis. Of the few fortresses, which still remained 
in the possession of the Spaniards, Mons was the first in 
strength and importance; but on the east of Monslay the 
hostile garrison of Bmche, on the west that of St. Guis- 
lain ; the country to the south was in the hands of the 
enemy ; and early in the spring a strong corps, passing 
the river llame, had formed an entrenched camp to the 
north, and intercepted the communication with Brus- 
sels. The blockade had already produced a scarcity 
within the walls ; and in the councils of the confederates 
it was resolved to make the relief of Mons their first 
object after the termination of the armistice. With tin-, 
view the prince, anticipating nothing less than the sig- 
nature of the treaty, oidercd his forces to assemble on 
Aug- the 30th of July, and on the 4tli of August led them 
■*' against the enemy, who were commanded by the duke 
of Luxembourg. In the valley in front of their camp 
the French held two fortified positions, the abbey of St. 
Denis, and the rums of a fortress called Casteau- the 
first after an obstinate struggle was carried by the prince 
of Orange, the second by the duke of Villa Hermosa ; 
but the enemy recovered the latter towards the evening, 
pursued the Spaniards into the plain, and would have 
cut off the retreat of the Dutch from St. Denis, had ihty 
nut been kept at bay by the desperate resistance of the 
English auxiliaries under the earl of Ossory. During 
the night the two armies resumed their former positions*. 

By many, this action, in which the lives of five 
thousand men were sacrificed, has been deemed a foul 
blot on the character of William f- That he was igno- 
rant of the conclusion of peace no man could believe. 

* For this battle see the memoirs of lord Castlehaven, who held .v com- 
round in Ihe Spanish army, App 52—56 
t See Louis, iv. 171, 172. James, i 511 
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The proceedings at Nimeguen, which were already known 
in London *, could not be unknown in the neighbour- 
hood of Brussels ; and his baste to commence the battle, 
though a British force of eight thousand men was on its 
march to his assistance, proved his anxiety to anticipate 
the arrival, if it had not already taken place, of contrary 
orders from the States. 

But even ignorance in his circumstances could not form 
a valid excuse : to justify the renewal of hostilities, he 
ought to have known that the French had suffered the 
term of fourteen days to elapse without accepting the 
conditions of peace. It is not, however, difficult to dis- 
cover the motives by which he was actuated. On the one 
hand, it was of the first importance to Holland that Mons 
should not fall into the possession of the French, and 
yet, though the garrison was reduced to extremity by 
famine, no provision had been made for its relief in the 
treaty : on the other a victory, obtained over the block- 
ading army, would probably prevert the ratification of 
the peace, and give to William himself the undisputed 
ascendency over his political opponents t. The attempt 
was therefore made ; and, though he gained no victory, 
the fortress at least was saved. The next morning the Aug. 
duke of Luxembourg announced to him the conclusion & 
of peace ; the armies, after several conferences, separated, 
t hat of the allies retiring towards N ivelles, that of France 
towards Ath, and the communication between Mons and 
the capital was once more restored 

In England the duration of the session and the ex- 
pectation of peace, had drawn from parliament several 
grants of money for the purpose of discharging the 
extraordinary expenses incurred by the preparations for 

* Seethe Duke of York’s letter of Aug. 4, in Dalrymyle, u. 189, and 
Dunby’s of Auk 5, Letters, 293. 

f Louis, iv. 167. Dalrymple, il. 189, 190. Dauby’s Letters, 232 “If 
“ God bless the prince in tins one enterprise of Mons, bo will be kit at nr 
“ heie than ever Ins ancestors were.” Temple, \u Dauby’s Leilas, 2o4. 

X Dumont, vii, 364. 
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.J'llv war. A prorogation followed: Charles found himself 
l 1 * at the head of a numerous army, with 800,000/. at his 
command; and lie resolved to keep his word to the 
prince of Orange, and to teach his brother of France 
the value of his friendship. Fresh bodies of troops 
were successively sent to Flanders: the Spaniards re- 
ceived assurances of the king's readiness to procure for 
them the conditions formerly offered at Nimcgucn . 
and the States were summoned m pursuance of their 
late treaty, to unite with England for the purpose of 
compelling the French king to stand to his promise *. 
But it was too late to kindle agam the dying embers 
of war. His interference, indeed, encouiaged the Spa- 
niards to demand more favourable conditions ; and it 
ga\e so much confidence to the Antigallican party in 
the States, that the prince still cherished a hope of 
recovering the ascendency; but Louis knew how to 
A"g. yield when it was for his interest. He had already 
ratified the peace on his part: his ambassadors were 
v instructed to assume a tone of unusual moderation; 
1. they receded from several of then* demands; and every 
subject of dispute with the Spanish ambassadors was 
referred to the decision of the Dutch. This policy suc- 
ceeded , and the confederacy was broken. Before the 
7. expiration of the six weeks the Spanish ambassadors 
^ reluctantly submitted to the terms dictated by their 
, ‘powerful enemy ; m a few months the emperor and ihc 
2n * empire followed their example; and an end was put to 

# Temple professes himself ignorant why Charles acini with so much 
vigour on this occasion; but says that he was advised ufterw ,irds that the 
king’s object was to please the piuliament on account of the discoveiy 
which was then made of the " plot." That, however, U impossible. For 
Hyde was despatched to Holland on the 12th of August (Dauby, 232. 
Dalrymple, 11 190), and it is certain that the first intimation ot the plot 
was given to the king on the following day From the letters of Dauby 
and the Duke of Yoik, it appears that the kiug could not learn the articles 
of the treaty signed by the Dutch, but knew that worse terms had been 
offered to the Spaniards than before; that he believed Louis did not in 
tend to make a general peace; and that the account of the battle of St. 
Denis sent by the prune taught him to expect a second battle, and a con- 
tinuation of the war. Dauby *» Letters, 232, 233. 23b. 296. 
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the war, which had raged for six years from the shores of 
the Baltic to those of the Mediterranean *. That the re- 
sult so glorious to Louis, so alarming to the other princes 
of Europe, was in a great measure owing to the indeci- 
sive, vacillating, and contradictory conduct of the English 
cabinet, cannot be denied. But the blame must not be 
laid exclusively on the king : it ought to be shared with 
him by the leaders of the country party. If his poverty, 
his love of ease, his fear of the opposition in parliament, 
taught him to shrink from the cares and embarrassments 
consequent on a declaration of war, their desire of popu- 
larity, combined with party spirit, perhaps with more 
mercenary motives, led them to act in opposition to then- 
professions, to urge the king to take part m the quarrel, 
and at the same tune to prevent him from following 
their advice by denying him the necessary supplies. 
In truth, the jealousy of the two parties was so deeply 
rooted, their strength in the house of commons so 
nearly balanced, that the powers of government became 
paralysed, and the crown of England lost its legitimate 
influence in the counsels of Europe. 

From continental politics the reader must now divert 
his attention to one of the most extraordinary occur- 
rences in our domestic history, the imposture generally 
known by the appellation of Oates's plot ; an imposture 
which, brought forward in a time of popular discontent, 
and supported by the arts and declamations of a nume- 
rous party, goaded tlie passions of men to a state of 
madness, and seemed for a while to extinguish the na- 
tive good sense and humanity of the English character. 

Its author and hero was Titus Oates, alias Ambrose, 
tlic son of a ribbon-weaver, who, exchanging the loom 
for the bible, distinguished himself as an anabaptist 
minister during the government of Cromwell, and be- 
came an oithodox clergyman on the restoration of the 
ancient dynasty. Titus was sent to Cambridge, look 
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orders, and officiated as curate m several parishes, and 
as chaplain on board of a man-of-war; but all these 
situations he successively forfeited in consequence of 
his misconduct, of icporls attnbuting to him unnatural 
propensities, and of the odium incurred by two malicious 
prosecutions, in each of which his testimony upon oath 
was disproved to the satisfaction of the jury. Houseless 
and penniless, Oates applied for relief to the compassion 
of Dr. Tonge, rector of St. Michael’s m Wood-street, a 
man in whom weakness and credulity were combined 
with a disposition singularly mischievous and astute. 
Tonge had proclaimed himself an alarmist: his imagi- 
nation was haunted with visions of plots and conspiracies ; 
and he deemed it a duty to warn his countrymen by 
quarterly publications against the pernicious designs of 
the .Jesuits*. In Oates he found an apt instrument for 
his purpose; and, as the example of Luzancy held out 
a powerful invitation to informers against the catholics, 
it was arranged between them, that the indigent cler- 
gyman should feign himself a convert to the catholic 
faith, and under that cover should seek to worm lnmself 
into the more secret councils of Ins instructors. He was 
1077. L’econciied by a priest of the name of Berry T, who ob- 
Jmie tamed for the neophyte a place m the college under the 
administration of the English jesuits at Valladolid in 
Spam. But the habits of Oates accorded not with t^e 
discipline of a college, and after a tiial of five months he 
^ was disgracefully expelled. By the advice of Tonge he 
30. made a second application ; his tears and promises sub- 
dued the reluctance of the provincial ; and the repent- 
ant sinner was received into the college at St. Omer. 
But Oates was still unable to govern his unruly disposi- 

• “ As nil n m.iu of my rank could do, I residual to oppose youily and 
“ quarWly, it possible, some small lieatisps in punt to alarm and awaken 
"his maiesty and these houses” Tonne's information to the house of 
commons, in I. listrauge, Buef Ihstorv, n 53 
t Herry, alias Hutchinson, was iiiat a elerpyman of the established 
church, ihen a Jesuit, next a secular pnest, afterwards a proteatant and 
curate of Berkiiig, and, last of all, a second time u catholic. It was gene- 
rally understood that lie was deranged. 
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tion ; again he suffered his real character to pierce the 
flimsy cover which his hypocrisy had thrown over it ; 
and Ins petition to bo admitted into the novitiate was 
answered by a peremptory order for Ins expulsion. From j u u e 
St. Omcr he repaired a second time to his patron : but J3. 
the information which he had been able to glean from 
the reports current among his fellow students ivats scanty 
and uncertain ; and the only thing of seeming import- 
ance which he could communicate was the bare fact, 
that several jesuits had, in the month of April, held a 
private meeting in London. On this foundation, how- 
ever, frail and slender as it was, the two projectors con- 
trived to build a huge superstructure of malice and 
fiction. The meeting was in reality the usual triennial 
congregation of the order: they represented it as an 
extraordinary consult for a particular purpose : it was 
composed of the provincial, and the thirty-nine eldest 
members: they introduced into it almost wery je&uit 
with whose name Oates was acquainted : it had been 
held with much secrecy, but imprudently enough, m 
the duke of York’s palace at St James’s*: they fixed 
it at an inn in the Strand, the former inmates of which 
were no longer to he discovered : it had for its object 
the nomination of the treasurer, and the arrangement 
of the internal concerns of the society ; they described it 
as a consultation on the most eligible means of assassin- 
ating the king, and of subverting by force the protestant 
religion. In support of this fable they subsequently in- 
vented an immense mass of confirmatory evidence, 
detailing the conveyance of treasonable letters, the sub- 
scription of monies, the distribution of offices, and the 
preparation of a military force ; and when the narrative Aug 
(so it was afterwards termed) had assumed the proper 1. 
shape, it was written in Greek characters by Oates, then 
copied in English characters by Tonge, and lastly com- 
municated under a promise of seciecy to one Kirkby, 
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who, having been occasionally employed in the royal 
laboratory, was personally known to the king* 5 . 

Aug. On the 13th of August, at the moment when Charles 
1^ was preparing to walk in the park, Kirkby stepped for- 
ward, and in an under tone begged him not to separate 
from the company, because his life was in danger. The 
alarming intelligence made no sensible alteration in the 
royal manner ; but it led to a private interview in the 
evening, when Tonge attended with a copy of “ the nar- 
“ rative,” divided into forty-three articles, and was im- 
14 mediately referred by the Icing to the lord-treasurer; to 
whose inquiries he replied that the original narrative had 
been thrust under the door of his chamber; that he 
knew not the author, but was possessed of a clue, 
which might lead to the discovery ; and that he would 
endeavour to learn the residence of Pickering and honest 
William who had undertaken to assassinate the king, or 
would point out their persons when they were walking, 
according to their custom, in the park. The coldness 
with which the discovery was received goaded the pro- 
17 jectors to new exertions : additional articles were sent 
in ; the da}s when the assassins might he apprehended 
‘JO. at Windsor were named; and excuses, to account for 
their non appearance, were successively framed. By 
J3. this time Charles had become incredulous; he laughed 
at the simplicity of Danby ; and when that minister 
solicited permission to lay the narrative before th<. privy 
council, hastily exclaimed, “ No, not even before my 
“ brother ! It would only create alarm, and may per- 
° haps put the design of murdering me into the head of 
“ some individual, who otherwise would never have en- 
44 lertained such a thought t.” 

• L’ Estrange. Hrief History, ii 81 91. 101. 102. The Shammer 
Shnmm’d, p 8. Preface to Tonge’s Royal Martyr, Castlemaine’s Apo- 
logy, 57.63. "Vindication of the Inplish Cathohks from the pretended 
“conspiiacy against the life & government of Ins sacied majesty, disco- 
'* venng the cheife Res and conti adictions contained in the nairative of 
"Titus Oates, M1H' LXXX.,” with an Appendix of twenty attestations 
oi affidavits; and Florus Anglo Bavarians, Leodn, 1685, p. 93 200 
f Brief Hist. 104. Ec hard, 947. Vindication, 20. Kukby’s '* Compleat 
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Danhy hail insisted on the inspection of aome of the 
numerous papers mentioned in the information. After 
repeated evasions, he was told that a packet, containing 
treasonable letters, would on a certain day arrive at the 
post-office, addressed to Bcdingfeld, the confessor to the 
duke of York. To intercept it, the lord treasurer Aug. 
hastened to Windsor ; but found the letters already in di- 
possession of the king : for Bedingfeld had previously 
received them, and under the persuasion that they 
were forgeries, had delivered them to the duke. A 
rigorous examination took place. One was evidently 
written by the same person who had penned the infor- 
mation presented to the king by Tonge : the similarity 
of the other four, though in a feigned hand, plainly 
showed that they must have been the work of one indi- 
vidual. In addition, they all presented the same absence 
of punctuation, the same peculiarities of spelling and 
language, and the same ignorance of the real names of 
the supposed writers and their friends, though thev pur- 
ported to come from five different persons of good edu- 
cation, writing some from London, and others from St 
Omor. It was impossible to doubt of the imposture, or 
of the office in which the letters had been forged*. 

Soon after the transmission of these letters, Oates 

•' and True Nan alive." with Paula’s impartial stale of Pis case, aud Ins 
plen m iht* journals of tin* house ol lords, \m. 538. 

• See th»‘ letters in L'Hstiange (OWrvator, n. 150, 151, 152, 153. ami 
Hriefllist.ii 7): also lames (Memoiis), i. 517—519 The fraud was bo 
manifest, that the crown lawyers thought u proper to suppiess the letters 
at the tuals which followed. On Oclobei 10th, the letteis, together with 
the other documents, were laid befoie sir William Jones, the attorney- 
general, with an ordei for him to make “ a state of the evidence ” His 
remark on the letters is singular f ‘ If they can be so proved as to lie be- 
•• lievecl to he the hands of the several persons by whom they aie smd to he 

written, they do tully make out the guilt of the w liters, and do much 
« confirm all the lest that hath been deposed by Mr. Otcs . . but against 
•• the truth of the said letteis there are many objections, some from the 
•* priBoueis, others hom the letters themselves, and the way of their coming 
J » to light, the particulars theieof, as they ate many, and some resulting 
** from the inspection of the letteis themselves, so I doubt not but the 
« same are fully remembered by your majesty.” Brief Hist. li. 5, 6. ^ et 
the man, who came to this lame and impotent conclusion, not only did 
not allow the prisoners the benefit of such objections, but repeatedly a» 
gerted to the court that, whoever doubled of the existence ot the plot, must 
be an enemy to the king, ami the religion of lus country 1 
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Sept and Tonge, under the pretence of concealment and se- 
2. curity, repaired to the lodgings of Kirkby at Vauxhall. 
That dupe repeatedly attended at court, and presented 
himself before the king; but Charles, who had already 
formed his opinion of the plot, invariably passed him by 
without notice. It was not, however, the intention of 
the projectors to suffer the discovery to be buried in 
6, silence. Distrusting the intention of the council, Oates 
made affidavit to the truth, first of the original narrative 
27. °f forty-three, and then to the improved edition, of 
eighty-one articles, in the presence of sir Edmondbury 
Godfrey. That magistrate, surprised to discover in the 
list of conspirators the name of his friend Coleman, 
revealed the secret to him, and Coleman immediately 
communicated it to the duke of York*. 

James had already persuaded himself that this pre- 
tended plot, if not originally devised, would subsequently 
be employed, for the purpose of excluding him from the 
succession ; and on that account had repeatedly conjured 
his brother to bring the informer before the council, and 
to institute a strict inquiry into the truth or falsehood 
of his testimony. Hitherto Charles, through his love of 
ease, and apprehension of the consequences, had re- 
fused his consent ; and (which seemed more surprising) 
Dauby himself concurred in praising the resolution of 
the sovereign. But the duke entertained no doubt that 
the real object of the treasurer was to suppress all Know- 
ledge of the plot till the meeting of parliament, and then 
to call for an inquiry into its existence, that he might 
divert the attention of the two houses from the impeach- 
ment which was still hanging over his head. The affi- 
davits of Oates confirmed his suspicions : he renewed 
his arguments and entreaties, and Charles with much 
reluctance ordered Tonge to produce the former before 
the privy council. 

At the appointed hour Oates appeared in a clerical 


Kirkby’s *' Compleut ami True Narrative,” Sept. 2. 5. 7, 8, 9. 27. 
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gown and a new suit of clothes procured for the occa- 
sion. The assurance with which he delivered his narra- 28. 
tive imposed on many of his hearers. He stated 1. that 
the order of the jesuits had undertaken to re-establish 
the catholic religion in the British dominions by rebellion 
and bloodshed : 2. that their plan of operation comprised 
Ireland, where some of thorn were employed in organiz- 
ing an insurrection and massacre ; Scotland, where 
others, under the disguise of Cameronian ministers, 
opposed the establishment of episcopacy ; Holland, where 
a third party sought to raise the adherents of France 
against the prince of Orange ; and England, where a 
fourth was plotting the assassination of the king, and 
not of the king only, hut aUo of his brother, if the duke 
should prove unwilling to join in the attempt : 3. that 
they were in no want uf pecuniary resources; for they 
had 100,000/. in hank, were in the yearly receipt of 
60,000/. in rents, and had obtained from Lesliee (La 
Chaise), the confessor to the French king, a donation of 
10,000/., and from de Corduba, the provincial of New 
Castile, the promise of an equal sum towards the ac- 
complishment of this holy undertaking: 4. that in 
March last a man named honest W illiam, and Pickering, 
a lay brother, were repeatedly com missioned to shoot 
the king at Windsor; and that, the failure being attri- 
buted to negligence, tlie first had received a severe repri- 
mand, the second twenty lashes on the bare back : 

5. that on the 24th of April a grand consult of jesuits 
from all parts met at the White Horse tavern in the 
Strand, to determine on the most eligible method of 
taking the king’s life ; that three sets of assassins were 
provided, the two persons already mentioned, two Bene- 
dictine monks, Corners and Anderton, and four Irish- 
men of unknown names, procured and instructed by 
Fogarty; and that in addition the reward of 10,000/., 
and subsequently of 15,000/., had been offered to Wake- 
man, the queen’s plijsician, if he w T ould poison the king. 

Of Wakeman’s answer he was indeed ignorant ; but had 
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heard that he gave his assent, and had frequently seen 
him since that period in the company of jcsuits : 6. that 
he had arrived at the knowledge of the conspiracy by the 
following contrivance. His feigned conversion had so 
far won for him the confidence of the superiors of the 
order, that they sent him in the first place with letters 
to the jesuits at Valladolid, which letters he had the 
curiosity to open and peruse at Burgos. From Valladolid 
he proceeded on a similar mission to Madrid, returned 
thence through Valladolid to England, was sent back 
to St. Omer, accompanied the fathers from St. Omer to 
the grand consult, went with them again to St. Omer, 
and returned with new instructions to England: on all 
which occasions, so great was the trust reposed in his 
faith and honesty, that the contents of the papers which 
he carried were communicated to him by Ins emplo\ers : 

7. that since his return he had learned, that the jesuits 
were the projectors of the fire of London in If) GO, and 
had spent seven hundred fire-balls in nourishing the 
conflagration; but, to indemnify themselves, had carried 
off’ one thousand caiats of diamonds, and made a clear 
profit of 14,000/.; that this success had encouraged 
them to set fire to Southwark in 1076, by which they 
had gained 2,000/. above then* expenses, and that they 
had now under consideration a plan for the burning of 
Westminster, Wapping, and the ships m the nwr: 

8. that the pope by a very recent bull had already ap- 
pointed certain individuals, whom he named, to all the 
bishoprics and dignities in the church of England, under 
the persuasion that by the murder of the king the 
catholic religion would rise to its former ascendency: 
and lastly that he had already made oath to the truth of 
this information “ in the whole and every particular 
“ thereof’’ before sir Edmondbury Godfrey*. 

While Oates was reading this long and alarming 
narrative, the members of the council gazed in astonish- 

* True Narrative of the Horrid Plot and Conspiracy, &c. London, 
1679. L. Journ. xiii. 313. State Trials, vi. 1434. 



137 


A.D. 1678.] HiS SUI1SEQUENT EXAMINATION. 

merit on each other. The facts, which it detailed, ap- 
peared so incredible, the means by which they had come 
to the knowledge of the informer were so devoid of pro- 
bability, and the character which he gave of himself 
exhibited such traits of baseness and dishonesty, that 
his hearers were bewildered and amazed. The duke of 
York hesitated not to pronounce it a most impudent 
imposture: but others contended that no man in his 
senses would come forward with a tale so startling and 
portentous, unless he could support it by proof ; that, 
although it were embellished with fiction, it might have 
a foundation in reality; and that it was the duty of the 
royal advisers, in a matter of such concernment, to sift 
out the truth from the falsehood, with which it had been 
mixed and confounded. Oates was asked to produce 
documentary evidence in confirmation of his testimony. 

He had been trusted with a multitude of treasonable 
letters at different tunes : his only object was to detect 
and defeat the conspiracy: undoubtedly then lie must 
have secured some of these papers as evidence against 
the traitors. He confessed, however, that lie stood 
there without a single document ; but promised to pro- 
duce evidence in abundance if he might be furnished 
with warrants and officers to arrest the persons, and 
seize the papers of the individuals whom he had accused. 

To this proposal the council gave its assent. 

The next morning the inquiry was resumed m pre- Sept, 
sence of the king. To the objections urged against the 29. 
authenticity of the Windsor letters, Oates ingeniously 
replied, that such was the practice of the jesuits ; they 
wrote m feigned hands, and witli orthographical errors. 
Their accomplices were acquainted with the artifice, 
and it supplied the writers with a pretence of forgery, if 
the letters were intercepted or discovered. Charles 
desired that he might be told to describe Don Juan, to 
whom, according to his narrative, he had been intro- 
duced at Madrid ; and Oates without hesitation replied, 
that he was a tall, spare, and swarthy man. The king 
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turned to his brother, and smiled ; for both know from 
personal acquaintance that Don Juan was low of stature, 
and fair of complexion. “ And where,” said Charles, 
“ did >011 see La Chaise pay down the 10,000/.?” He 
replied with equal readiness, in the house of the jesuits 
close to the Louvre. “ Man,” exclaimed the monarch, 
provoked at his effrontery, “ the jesuits have no house 
“ within a mile of the Louvre * !" 

The credit of the informer was now gone, unless he 
could support it by the discoveries to be made from the 
papers which he had seized. Much was expected from 
those of Harcourt, the provincial of the jesuits. They 
consisted of a cipher, of an immense collection of letters, 
of books of account, and of the acts of the very congre- 
gation which Oates had denounced : but among them 
no trace of the plot could be discovered ; not so much as 
a passage to which the ingenuity of the lawyers could 
give the semblance of an allusion to the treason in ques- 
tion t. Fortunately for the informer, it was otherwise 
with the papers of Coleman, the son of a clergyman in 
Suffolk, who had embraced the catholic faith, and wa: 
appointed secretary to the duchess of York. The man 
was vain of his abilities, expensive in Ins habits, and 
solicitous to acquire the reputation of a person of con- 
sequence. To extricate himself from his pecuniary em- 
barrassments, he sought to procure money from Louis 
XIV., in 1675, by offering his services in favour die 
catholic religion to father la Chaise, the confessor of that 
monarch, and in 1067, by another offer to father St. 


• James (Memoirs), i 520. Mncplier. i 87. *' The king told me, that 
“ he took it to be some artifice, and that he did not believe one word of 
" the whole storj .” Ileresby, 67- Where the compiler of the Memoirs of 
James refeis to the w n lings of that monarch, I shall, as I have done above, 
add the word (Memoirs), because such passages are of higher authority 
than the other parts of that wuik. 

f Florus Anglo- liav uncus, p 100 Two of tlw letters were, however, 
selected, and are to be found in the journals of the house of commons 
(Nov. 2). In one occurs the word " design,” in the other “ patents.” it 
was explained, (and the explanation is contained by the context.) that the 
first referred to the design of holding the congregation, the other to the 
patents of appointment to offices in the order. 
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Germain to prevent a rupture between the two crowns, 
which he represented as a natural consequence of the 
marriage of the princess Mary. In both these attempts 
he failed : but he was more successful with the bankers, 
whose money had been shut up in the exchequer, from 
whom he drew 3,500/. under pretence of procuring for 
them some parliamentary security ; with three succes- 
sive ambassadors from France, whom he supplied at a 
stipulated price with daily information of the proceed- 
ings in parliament ; and in particular during the last 
session with Barillon, from whom he procured 2,500/. 
for the purpose of strengthening the French interest m 
the two houses. Though James frequently reprimanded 
lnm for his busy intriguing disposition, he persisted in 
Ins course : his table was frequented by many of the 
Whig members while the parliament was sitting; and 
the “ fanatics ” at a distance recened from him weekly 
“ news-letters,” reflecting so severely on the ambition 
of Louis, and the measures of the English government, 
that Charles ordered the duke to dismiss him from the 
service of the duchess. Luzancy had formerly accused 
him before the council ; but he faced and silenced the 
informer ; and it was perhaps this success which induced 
him also to despise the deposition of Oates. But on the 
seizure of Ins papers he asked the advice of the duke of 
York, who replied, that if he had written any thing 
illegal, or even suspicious, he had better conceal himself; 
otherwise his spontaneous appearance before the council 
would he taken as a proof of his innocence. Ho chose 
the latter, and became the tirst victim sacrificed to the 
perjuries of the informer and the prejudices of the 
nation *. 

The fact was that, among several loose papers in a 
neglected drawer, had been found copies of Coleman's 
foreign correspondence m the years 1675 and 1676. 

# For this account of Coleman, see James (Memoirs), i. 533. C. ourn. 
1678, Oct 31, Nov. 7* D.ilrymple, ii. 199. 201. 314. Macpher j. 82 Brief 
Hist. i. 114. Burnet, ii. 94. 
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There was in it much to prove the restless and intriguing 
spirit of the man: but that which chiefly attracted the 
notice of the council was a proposal from him to la 
Chaise that Louis should furnish Coleman and his 
friends with the sum of 20,000/. to be employed by 
them for certain purposes equally conducive to the in- 
terest of France and of the catholic church. There was 
indeed no visible connexion between this proposal and 
the plot brought forward by Oates ; for the purposes 
specified in the letter were the restoration of the duke to 
his place of lord high admiral, and the establishment of 
liberty of conscience. But this was accompanied with 
expressions calculated to awaken suspicion. “ Success,” 
he maintained, “ would give the greatest blow to the pro- 
“ testant religion that it bad received since its birth.” 
. . . . “ They had a mighty work on their hands, no 
“ less than the conversion of three kingdoms, and by 
“ that perhaps the utter subduing of a pestilent heresy, 
“ which had so long domineered over great part of the 
“ northern world.” To a cool and dispassionate inquirer, 
acquainted with the state of parties at the tune, this lan- 
guage would have appeared a mere rhetorical Uourish, 
employed by the intriguer to interest in favour of his 
project the zeal of the old priest whom he addressed : 
but jealousy had been provoked by the disclosures of 
Oates ; more, it was suspected, might lurk under the 
words than immediately struck the eye : the great work 
mentioned by Coleman might be the commencement of 
the conspiracy which had been denounced ; the two ends 
of the chain were already in sight, and it was possible 
that the discovery of more of the correspondence might 
supply the link by which they were connected. Under 
this impression Coleman was committed to prison, where 
he found for his companions in captivity most of the in- 
dividuals named in the deposition of the informer *. 

It was obviously the interest of the king to bring the 


• C Journ. Oct. 31, 
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inquiry to a speedy termination, that of his minister to 
protract it till the meeting of parliament : because, if it 
were then pending, it would infallibly be taken up by the 
country party. Charles foresaw that they would employ 
it as an additional weapon of offence against his brother, 
while Danby hoped to convert it into a shield of defence 
for himself against the impeachment with which he was 
threatened. At the beginning of October, when the 
king was accustomed to spend a fortnight at Newmarket, 
the dukes of York and Lauderdale conjured him to re- 
main at Whitehall, and to prefer his duty to his plea- 
sures : but the opposite advice of the lord treasurer w 7 as 
most palatable to the indolent monarch; and he de- Oct- 
parted with the court to Newmarket, leaving strict orders - 
with Danby to prosecute the investigation with the ut- 
most expedition, orders which that minister was careful 
to disobey*. 

Hitherto nothing had transpired to connect the in- 
formers with any partv in the state; but subsequent 
events induced many to look upon them as mere puppets, 
whose motions were regulated by the in visible hand of 
some master artist. That artist was supposed to be the 
earl of Shaftesbury ; of whom, whether he were or were 
not the real parent of the imposture, this at least is certain, 
that lie took it under his protection from its birth, and 
nursed it with solicitude till it arrived at maturity. In 
conjunction with Ins political associates, he watched the 
progress of the alarm excited by the frequent meetings 
of the council, and the numerous arrests of the supposed 
conspirators ; converted with consummate art every suc- 
ceeding event into a confirmation of the plot, and gradu- 
ally contrived, by inflaming tile passions, to assume the 

* James (Mcmons,) i. 545 , 6 . Temple, ii. 478. "He hinryed by tile 
lielpe of bis pretended couspirncie, and cnin^ out against poppiy, ho 
should pass fui ,1 pilhu of the church, and ward the blow which he tofes.iw 
wus hilling on his shoulders; but my lord Shaftesbury, who soon found out 
his dufi, s.iyd, let tin* treasure 1 ciy as lowd as lie pleases against popei v, 
and think to put himself at the head ot the plot, 1 will ery a note iowdor, 
and soone take lus place j wlncli lie failed not to make good ” James 
(Memoirs,) i. o 4 G. 
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most extraordinary control over the judgment, of the 
people. 

It chanced that during the absence of the court, 
Godfrey, before whom Oates had made his affidavit, was 
missing from his family. From ins father, who died by 
his own hands, Godfrey had inherited a melancholy tem- 
perament ; and after the apprehension of his friend 
Oct. Coleman, was observed to labour under great depression 
of spirits. On the 1 2th of October, Inning settled his 
accounts, and burnt a large muss of papers, lie left Ins 
home at an early hour, and was met in different purls 
of the town during the day, walking with a burned 
pace, and apparently inattentive to nil that was passing 
around him *. That very evening it was rumoured that 
he had been murdered by the papists ; and five days 
17. later Ins dead body was discovered among some stunted 
bushes in a dry ditch on Primrose-lull. It rested on the 
knees, breast, and left side of the face : a short sword had 
been thrust with such \ iolcnce through the heart, that 
the point protruded a few inches beyond the back : his 
canc ivas fixed upright on the bank, Ins glo\es lay near 
it on the grass, and his rings remained on Ins fingers, 
his money in his purse. The extraction of the sword 
w as followed by a copious discharge of blood from the 
wound ; and, w hen the body w as undressed, a deep 
purple crease appeared lound the lieckt. In those cir- 
cumstances the question to he determined was, whether 
Godfrey had fallen by his own hand, in which case the 
tightness of the collar would satisfactorily account for 
discoloration of the neck, or had been first strangled, and 
afterwards stabbed by the murderers, to induce a belief 
Ilk that he was the author of his own death. After an in- 
quiry of two days before the coroner the latter opinion 
was adopted by the jury, but clnelly on the authority of 
two surgeons, whose testimony betrays their profound 

• Sec the uffidimlfl in Brief History. iii. 17G — 183 291) — 310. 

f Ibid. 97 — 99. 212. 22G. 264 — 271. Compare these wiih State Tiials, 
vi 1 . 184. 
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ignorance of the phenomena consequent on sudden and 
violent death. Even at the time, the verdict was deemed 
so unsatisfactory, that other medical practitioners solicited 
permission to open the body : but to this, the brothers of 
the deceased made the most determined opposition. 
They were aware that a return of felo r/c se would de- 
prise them of the succession to Ins estate, and on that, 
account had laboured during the whole investigation to 
impress a contrary persuasion on the minds of the 
juiors *. 

The result of the inquest imparted the stamp of au- 
thority to the reports previously in circulation. It was 
no longer safe to deny that Godfrey had been murdered, 
and murdered by the papists. He had indeed always 
shown himself their steadfast friend, and had recently 
given to the accused the first notice of their danger. 

But the absence of any sufficient motive for the crime 
was considered of little moment : and no man ventured 
to argue the quest ion, when the least intimation of dissent 
was taken as a proof of conscious guilt. The body, 
instead of being speedily deposited m the grave, w’as 
carried in public procession to the former habitation of Oct. 
the deceased ; the doors were thrown open during two 
days; and the populace were invited to gaze on the 
mangled remains of the protestant martyr. The sight 
inflamed their passions, and prepared their minds to 
believe in the bloody designs attributed to the papists; 
individual murders, a general massacre, the burning of 
the city, and the blowing up of Whitehall were hourly 
expected ; and the precautions employed by tlie magis- 
trates, the multiplication of the guards, the frequent 
consultations at the Guildhall, served to nourish the 
excitement and delusion t. 

It. was at this moment, when the public phrenzy had 21. 
reached its height, that Charles met his parliament after 
the prorogation. The presence of his forces m Flanders 


Hiief History, 335—237 242-250. 257. 


f Burnet, li. 154. 
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had procured for Spain more favourable conditions, but 
had entailed at the same time an enormous expense on 
the English government. The supply so lately voted 
was exhausted ; the ordinary revenue of the next year 
had been already anticipated ; and it was become equally 
impracticable without additional pecuniary aid to disband 
the army or to keep it on foot. This was the chief sub- 
ject which the king in his speech sought to impress on 
the attention of the two houses. To the plot ho made 
only an incidental allusion, stating it to be his intention 
to leave the guilt or innocence of the accused to the in- 
vestigation of the ordinary courts of law. Such, how- 
ever, was not the plan either of the popular leaders, or 
of his own minister. Under their guidance both houses, 
forgetting the king’s recommendation, listened with as- 
tonishment to the narratnes of Oates and Tonge ; and, 
as if their own existence, that of the sovereign, and of 
the nation were at stake, they placed guards in the cel- 
lars under the house of parliament, extorted from Charles 
a proclamation that all catholics, not householders, 
should quit London, prevailed on him to remove a Scot- 
tish regiment to the distance of forty miles from the 
capital, petitioned for the dismissal of every papist from 
his domestic service, conjured him to he careful that his 
meals were prepared b) none but orthodox cooks, and 
appointed committees to pursue the pretended conspiracy 
through all its secret and numerous ramifications *. By 
these proceedings the inquiry was taken out of the hands 
of the government, and in a great measure transferred 
to those of Sliaftesbuiy, and a committee appointed by 
the lords. Shaftesbury was always at his post, receiving 
informations, granting warrants fur searches and arrests, 
examining and committing prisoners, and issuing in- 
structions to the officers, informers, and jailors. But 
his zeal proved too industrious to escape suspicion. By 
many he was said to be actuated by a very questionable 

* L. Jo urn. 207 301. 303, 301, 305. 300, 307. 308, 309. 312.331. 335 3 r > 4. 
C Jouiu. Oct. 23, 24, 23, 2 ( 5 . 28. 30 , >Jo\ 1, 2. 
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motive, the desire, not of discovering the truth, but of 
establishing the credit, of the plot. The popular delirium 
had given to his party an ascendency in the two houses, 
which they could not otherwise have acquired ; and, 
that he might keep this alive, and direct it in accordance 
with his own views, he cared little to what perjuries he 
might give occasion, or what blood he might cause to he 
shed. 

Oates, at his examination before the commons, made Oct. 
a most important addition to Ins previous testimony. He ‘^3. 
informed the house that Oliva, general of the jesuits, 
had, by authority from the pope, already appointed to all 
the great offices of state, and to the chief commands in 
the army, both m England and Ireland ; that many of 
the patents of appointment had been seen by him, or 
passed through his hands ; that the office of lord chan- 
cellor had been conferred on lord Arundcll, of lord 
treasurer on the earl of Powis, of commander-in-chief on 
lord Belasyse, of lieutenant general on lord Petre, of lord 
privy seal on sir William Godolphin,of secretary of state 
on Coleman, of major-general on sir Francis Radeliffe, 
and of adjutant-general on Lambert, who had formerly 
distinguished himself in the service of the commonwealth. 
These constituted the new government for England. In 
Ireland the chancellorship was given to Peter Talbot, the 
chief command of the forces to Richard Talbot, the rank of 
lieutenant-general to the viscount Mountgarret, and the 
inferior offices were parcelled out among their friends and 
dependents. In this selection there was much to shake 
the confidence of those who possessed any knowledge of 
the parties, because several of the latter, from age, or 
infirmity, or character, were incapable of executing the 
different employments to which they had been appointed. 

But such objections weighed not with the commons . 
they sent for the lord chief justice, and instructed him to 
issue warrants for the apprehension of all the individuals 
named in the information. In other circumstances the 
lords would have interfered in defence of their privileges : 

VOL. XII. 
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now every minor consideration was sacrificed to the 
safety of the state ; and the earl of Powis, the viscount 
Stafford, the lords Petre, Arundel], and Belasyse were 
committed to the Tower*. 

Oct. The first bill introduced in the house of commons was 
23. the favourite measure of the popular party, the test for 
the exclusion of all catholics, and consequently of the 
duke of York, both from parliament and from the pre- 
sence of the sovereign. It proposed to enact, 1. that no 
person should presume to sit or vote in either house of 
parliament, or name a proxy to vote for him in the house 
of lords, unless he had previously, in presence of the 
house, taken the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, and 
subscribed the declaration that the worship of the church 
of Rome is idolatrous, under the penalty of a fine of 
500/., and of disability to sue in any court of law or 
equity, to receive any legacy or deed of gift, or to act in 
any manner as guardian, executor, or administrator; 
2. that every unqualified peer and commoner and popish 
recusant, coming into the house or presence of the king, 
should he liable to the same penalty, unless in the next 
term he should take the same oaths, and subscribe the 
same declaration in the court of chancery. In former 
sessions this bill had repeatedly miscarried : but now, 
under the auspices of Titus Oates, it could not fail of 
success. Day after (lay fhat informer was called in to 
inflame the passions of the members by new disclosures ; 
every speaker sought to give proof of his loyalty and or- 
thodoxy by the display of hostility to the papists ; and 
the bill passed through the house without opposition, 
when opposition could lead only to the forfeiture of 
character, perhaps of liberty and life *K 


* I,. Journ 299 308.300 311.327. O Journ. Oct. 23. 24, 25 28. The 
next iluy Dales accused the earl of Cahllemaine, that having obtained a 
divorce fiom Iiih wife on account of adulterv with tin* king, he was now 
a jesait iu pnebt’s orders, ami hail, m the hearing of Oates, wished success 
to the plot that he nnght gratify his revenge Castleni.unc was sent to the 
Tower, but acquitted on Ins tiial See Ins Manifesto, 7 10. 46. 

f C. Journ Oct. 23 24, 125. 26, 28. It h remarkable that this bill 
omitted the obligation of receiving the sacrament m the established chuich, 
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The moment the test was transmitted to the lords, care 
was taken to add new fuel to the llame by the communi- 
cation to the house of Coleman’s letters. The offensive 
expressions and the objectionable aims of that busy in- 
triguer were taken for those of the whole body to which 
he had joined himself ; and his constant use of the duke’s 
name provoked a general belief, that he had acted by the 
instructions, or at least with the connivance, of that 
prince. James, indeed, positively denied, and commis- 
sioned his friends to deny by his authority, all connec- 
tion between him and Coleman ; and Coleman himself 
at his examination faintly acquitted the duke: but the 
conduct of each was attributed to the necessity of his 
situation, and both houses voted a resolution that “there ^ ct * 
“had been and still was a damnable and hellish plot 31 * 
“ contrived and carried on by the popish recusants for 
“ the assassinating and murdering the king, and for 
“ subverting the government, and rooting out and de- 
“ stroying the protestunt religion 
To add to the impression made by the publication of 
this vote, it was accompanied with the funeral of the first 
supposed victim of the conspiracy. Godfrey perished on 
the 1 ‘2th of October : on the 31st bis corpse was borne 
in procession to the grave. As it passed from Bridewell 
to St. Martin’s-in-the-fields, it was preceded by seventy- 
two clergymen in their gowns, and followed by more 
than a thousand gentlemen in mourning, many of them 
members of parliament. In the pulpit appeared Dr. 
Lloyd, the rector of the parish, between two men of 
powerful limbs and determined aspect, habited as clergy- 
men, and stationed for his protection against the designs 
of the papists. He took for bis text the passage, “ As a 
“ man falletli before the wicked, so fellest thou ; ” — and 
undertook to prove that Godfrey had been the victim of 

which war required ns a qualification for taking office. The reason is 
evident It would have removed the dissenters fiom parliament, and 
without the aid of the dissenters the country party had no piospect of 
accomplishing their purpose. 

* O. Journ. Oct. 28. 30, 31. L. Journ. xiii. 333. Kcresby, 67 . 
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his attachment to protestantism, and must have been 
murdered on that account by its enemies. From this 
mournful but exciting spectacle the crowd returned to 
their homes, breathing vengeance against the assassins, 
and extolling Oates as “ the saviour of his country ; 55 
his fictions, absurd and incredible as they must appear 
to the thinking reader, were received without hesitation ; 
and men of every class suffered themselves to be agitated 
with the apprehension of dangers, the more alarming to 
the imagination, because they were wrapt in mystery, 
and expected from unknown and invisible foes *. 

Neither was the panic thus created lo<*al or moment- 
ary. The measures adopted by the government, in 
consequence of the addresses of parliament, served to 
give to it both diffusion and duration. In a short time 
the prisons in the metropolis contained two thousand 
suspected traitors ; the houses of the catholics (even 
that of the earl marshal could not obtain exemption) 
had been searched for arms ; and all papists who refused 
the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, amounting 
almost to thirty thousand individuals, were compelled 
to withdraw ten miles from Whitehall. For the security 
of the capital, posts were fixed in the streets, that chains 
might be thrown across on the first alarm ; the military, 
the trained bands, the volunteers, to the number of 
forty or fifty thousand, were occasionally kept all night 
under arms ; strong detachments occupied the most eli- 
gible posts ; numerous pal roles paraded the streets ; the 
guards were doubled at the palace ; batteries of field- 
pieces were planted for its protection ; and the great 
gates were kept constantly closed, so that admission 
could be obtained only through the wicket. From the 
metropolis the alarm spread into the remotest parts of the 
country : the order for disarming the catholics was uni- 
versally enforced; lists, containing their names, ages, 
and occupations, were delivered by the officers of each 


• F.ehunl, 950. North, 204. Keresby, 67, 68. 
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parish to the magistrates, and all were compelled either 
to take the oaths, or to give security for their good beha- 
viour. Precautions so general and extraordinary were 
sufficient to conjure up terror in every breast : Charles 
alone preserved his tranquillity in the midst of excite- 
ment: he hesitated not to declare in every company his 
disbelief of the plot, and to lament that his subjects 
should suffer themselves to be made the dupes of a bold 
and brazened impostor 5 *'. 

Encouraged by the state of the public mind, the po- 
pular leaders determined to throw off the mask, and to 
commence a direct attack on the duke of York. An Nov. 
address to exclude him from the presence and the coun- 2. 
cils of the sovereign was moved by lord Shaftesbury in 
the house of lords, by lord Russell in the house of com- 
mons. It was not that they charged him with any par- 4. 
ticipation in the plot : from that ground they had already 
been driven by Oates, who had declared at the bar of 
the house of lords that he believed the duke to he en- 
tirely ignorant of the design ; and, when he was ordered 
to denounce every individual cognizant of the conspi- 
racy, whatever the rank or station of that individual 
might be, bad replied upon oath “ That lie could name 

no other person than those whom he bad named 
“ already t.” The charge ol‘ treason was therefore aban- 
doned ; but they relied on the prejudice excited against 
him by the publication of the letters of Coleman, and 
contended that his presence at court encouraged the 
papists to persevere, and proved an obstacle to the 
adoption of those measures which were requisite for the 
security of the protestunt worship. Charles openly ex- 
pressed his indignation at this motion, and ordered his 
friends to oppose it with all their influence, hi the 
house of lords their efforts were successful ; in the com- 

• Set* “ Lei Oonspualions d’Angleteire, a Cologne, ]f>80,” j». 3.i8, etseq- 
The account in that woik is vunten by a foreigner, wlio resided in Lon- 
don, and appears to have kept a diury Also Florus Anglolluvancus, 

115. 1 IS : and Reresby, 67. 72. 

f L Jimru. 309. 311 389. 
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mons the debate was adjourned, resumed, and again 
adjourned. But the pertinacity of the party subdued 
the resolution of the monarch ; he sought to escape from 
the contest ; he advised his brother to submit to a com- 
promise, and to withdraw from the council while he 
remained at court : such a concession would mollify his 
enemies, and aid his friends in the support of his un- 
doubted rights. It cost James a violent struggle before 
he would yield ; but he deemed it. a duty to obey the 
will of the sovereign, and announced from his seat in 
the house of lords that he was no longer a member of 
Nov. the council. Charles then called the two houses before 
him, and assured them that he was as ready as then- 
hearts could desire to establish the security of the pro- 
lestant. religion, and to assent to any reasonable laws 
for that purpose, provided that they did not trench on 
the rightful descent of the crown, nor on his own autho- 
rity, nor on the just rights of his protnstant successors. 
This speech was received with expressions of gratitude ; 
and lord Russell immedialely withdrew his motion. One 
part of it, the removal of tlic duke from the council, had 
been obtained; the other part, his removal from the 
court, was included in the bill against popish recusants 
now pending in the house of lords * 

That bill, however, made hut little progress. The 
lords in general looked with jealousy on a measure 
which invaded the constitutional rights of the peerage t, 
and would create a precedent which, on subsequent occa- 
7 - sions, might he employed against other than catholic 
peers. To stimulate their indolence the commons, by 
repeated messages, reminded them that on the adoption 
of the bill depended the safety of the king and kingdom, 
and of the prolcsiant religion ; and Charles, weary of 
contending with clamour and intimidation, consented to 
sacrifice the lights of the other lords, provided those of 

• C. Journ. Nov. 9. James (Memoirs), i. 524. lleresby, 70. Burnet, 
n.157. Fail. Ilist iv. 1026. 
f Sue the standii)" older in the Lords’ Journals, xii. 673. 
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1ns brother were maintained. To the surprise of all Nov. 
men, on the third reading, when the rejection of the bill 
was generally anticipated, it passed without opposition, 
but with a proviso that its operation should not extend 
to his royal highness the duke of York. James, how- 
ever, immediately entered his protest against it; and 
was followed by the earls of Berkshire and Cardigan, 
and the lords Audley, Stourton, Hunsdon, and Teyn- 
ham *. 

To the popular leaders the exclusion of the catholic 
peers was a matter of minor interest: their paramount 
object, the exclusion of the duke of York, had been 
defeated by the proviso. They resolved, as a last re- 
source, to throw it out in the house of commons, and to 
mark their sense of the conduct of the lords by the man- 
ner of the rejection. Sixteen members rose in sucoos- 21. 
sion to speak in support of the amendment, before they 
could provoke an answer from the benches of their 
opponents. Waller was the first to move its rejection : 
he was followed on the same side by Meres and Capel, 
and answered by sir Robert Howard. The debate grew 
warm : high words, and even blows, were exchanged by 
Ashe and Trelawney; and when sir William Coventry, 
deserting his party, contended that the duke was en- 
titled to the indulgence, for his eminent services to the 
nation, he was put down with cries of “ Coleman’s let 
“ ters : remember Coleman’s letters !” Lord Cavendish 
closed the discussion. What were the reasons which 
recommended the proviso to the adoption of the lords, 
he knew not ; but till he both knew them and approved 
of them, he would never be a party to an enactment 
which should declare by authority of parliament that 
the king’s brother was a papist. The question was then 

• L. Journ. xin. 365. C. Journ. Nov 11 1G Reresby,71. Monmouth, 
to escape tin- necessity of voting m favour ot ln< uncle, left the house be- 
fore the division, which pave James a lair oppoitunity of complaining to 
tho kiug ol his son’s conduct, and of observing that lie was not only inti- 
mately connected with the leaders ot the opposition, hut suflered Ins flat- 
teiers to dtiuk to him by the title ot piiuee ut Wales. James ( Memoirs J, 
i. 5215 
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put, and, to the deep and bitter disappointment of the 
party, the proviso was carried by a majority of two 
Nov v °i ces - Charles gave his assent to the bill, but at the 
^0. same time remarked that he did it with reluctance, and 
merely through deference to those who were alarmed at 
the extraordinary excitement of the people*. 

By this statute, which owed its enactment to the per- 
juries of an impostor, and the delusion of the nation, the 
catholic peers found themselves, without any 1'ault of 
theirs, deprived of the most, valuable privilege of the 
peerage, the right which they derhed from their birth, 
of sitting and voting in the higher house of parliament. 
Nor were they the only victims: the unjust proscription 
attached to their descendants during a long lapse of one 
hundred and fifty years. It was reserved for a prince of 
the House of Brunswick, the fourth who swayed the 
sceptre of these realms, and an enlightened and liberal 
parliament, to erase the foul blot from the statute-book, 
and by an act of tardy but praiseworthy justice to restore 
the sufferers to the exercise of their ancient and here- 
ditary rights t. 

There was one circumstance, which greatly embar- 
rassed the patrons of the plot. Its credit still depended 
on the sole unsupported testimony of Oates. Though 
the prisoners had been successively interrogated at the 

* C Journ Nov. 21. L. Joinn. xm 304 Pail. Hist iv. 1030. 104 r > 
Soon alterwards the loids mule an Older tluit .lolm Iludleston, Charles 
(iiitaid, Fiuucis Yates and his wife, the five blethers of the name of Pen- 
deiell, Mr Whitgrnve ol Moseley, colonel Cailos, und Francis Reynold 
of Cai let ou, m ltedlordshuc, who had been instiuiuental in the preserva- 
tion ot the king after the battle of Worcester, should live us freely as any 
of his nniicRty’s piotesiant subjects without being liable to the penalties 
against popish lecuwauts, uml that a bill be piepared for that purpose. 
L Journ 408. 

■| The peers, whom this net deprived of their seats in the house, wore 
the duke of Norfolk, the earls of Shrewsbury, lleikshire, Portland, Cardi- 
gan, nud Powts, the viscounts Montague and Stafford, the lords Mowbray, 
Audley, Stourton, Petie, Arundel), liuiibdon, liel.i.syse, Laugdale, Teyn- 
ham, Carrington, Wuldiiiigton, Get aid of Bromley, and Clifford. We 
are told that three pielened their seats to their religion (Reresby, 73). 
Of these the marquess of Woieester was one: the other two, as far as I 
can ascertain, did not take the oaths till the next session, in 1679, viz., 
the loid Mowbray, son to the duke of Norfolk, and the earl of Berkshire, 
on his coming to the title after the death of lus brother. 
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bar, or before the committee of the house of lords, all 
had uniformly protested their innocence : the offer of 
pardon and reward had been made in vain ; each per- 
sisted in declaring his ignorance not only of the facts 
and designs charged on himself, but also of those 
charged upon the others. Thus eleven weeks passed 
away, and no prosecution was instituted, because, to esta- 
blish the guilt of the accused, the law required the con- 
current testimony of two witnesses. At last the diffi- 
culty was surmounted. The king hy proclamation had 
promised to the discoverer of the assassins of sir Ed- 
mondbury Godfrey reward, protection, and a full pardon, Nov 
even if he were an accomplice ; and in a few days the 1 - 
secretary of state received an enigmatical letter, dated 
from the town of Newbury, containing the singular 
request that the writer, William Bedloe, might be taken 
into custody in the city of Bristol, and be brought back 2. 
a prisoner to the metropolis. By order of the council a 
warrant for his apprehension was sent to Bedloe himself, 
with directions to delner it to the mayor of Bristol, 5. 
when and in what manner lie might think fit : the 
arrest accordingly took place in the open street, and in 
the presence of a numerous crowd ; and a report was 
circulated both there and in London that the prisoner 
had it in his power to devclope the whole mystery in 
which the death of Godfrey was still involved *. 

The character of Bedloe was not less open to objection 
than that of Oates. He had originally been employed 
in the stables, and afterwards in the household of lord 
Belasyse. Subsequently he travelled on the continent 
as a courier in the service of different gentlemen ; in 
which capacity ho became acquainted with the names 
and residences of many persons of distinction, and 
availed himself of that knowledge to raise money by 
artifice and fraud. His swindling transactions had 
repeatedly been visited with imprisonment and various 


* See the official papers in Brief History, iii 67- 
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punishments in different countries : judgment of death 
had been passed on lnm for a robbery m Normandy ; 
and lie had just obtained his discharge from confine- 
ment in Newgate, when the proclamation induced him 
Nov. to offer himself a candidate for the reward of 500/. * In 
his first deposition, taken before the king and the two 
secretaries of state, he declared upon oath that he knew 
nothing of the plot, but had seen the dead body of God- 
frey at Somerset -house ; that, according to his informant, 
the jesuit Le Fcvrc, Godfrey was stilled between two 
pillows by Le Fevre himself, with the aid of Walsh, 
another jesuit, of lord Belasyse’s gentleman, and of a 
waiter in the queen’s chapel ; that he had been offered 
two thousand guineas to help in removing the corpse, 
and that it was at last carried away on Monday night at 
nine of the clock, by three persons unknown to him, 

8. but retainers at Somerset-house. The next morning he 
related the same in substance before the house of lords. 
To a question respecting Oates, he answered by denying 
all knowledge of that informer: but added, contrary to 
Ins testimony of the day before, that he had been told by 
Walsh and Le Fevre of the commissions received by the 
earl of Powis and lord Belasyse, and of authority to 
appoint other officers given to lord Arundell. This pro- 
voked the king to exclaim : “ Surely the man has received 
“ a new lesson during the last twenty-lour hours ! t” 
The memory of the informer continued to improve. 

12. In another deposition, made also upon oath, he recol- 
lected that in the beginning of October he had been 
solicited to commit a murder for a reward of 4000/.; 
that Godfrey was inveigled into the court of Somerset- 
house about five in the evening ; that he was not stifled 
with pillows (that story contradicted the finding of the 
coroner’s inquest), but strangled with a linen cravat; 
that the body was deposited in a room which Bedloe 


Burnet, ii. 158. Echanl, 951. Floras Anglo-Bavaricus, 127. 
t Burnet, u. 157. L. Jouru. xm. 343. 
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pointed out to the duke of Monmouth ; that he saw 
standing round it the four murderers and Atkins, clerk 
to Mr. Pepys, of the Admiralty ; and that it was re- 
moved about eleven of the clock on the Monday night*. 

In two parts of this deposition he was unfortunate: he 
had selected for the time of the murder the very hour 
when Charles was at Somerset-house on a visit to the 
queen ; an hour when such a transaction must have 
been instantly discovered, because a company of foot- 
guards hud been drawn out, and a sentinel stationed at 
every door; and be had pointed out as the place of con- 
cealment of the body the room which was appropriated 
to the use of the queen’s footmen, who were there in 
waiting at every hour of the day 

But his succeeding reminiscences were of much Nov. 
greater importance. At first he know nothing of the 12. 
plot: now he remembered that during his travels he 
had become acquainted with English monks, friars, 
jesuits, clergymen, and 1111 ns, all of whom were anxious 
to acquaint lum with the particulars of the great design 
for the re-establishment of catholicity m England. 
From them he learned that at first it was proposed to 
confine the king in a monastery, hut afterwards to kill 
him ; that another person, unless he would consent to 
hold the crown of the pope, would be also set aside, and 
the government be administered by commission, with 
the lord Arundell at its head ; that the duke of Norfolk, 
the marquess of Worcester, and the earl of Shrewsbury, 
were too loyal to be trusted with any knowledge of the 
plot: that ten thousand men were to land at Bridling- 
ton, in Yorkshire, and put themselves under the com- 
mand of lord Belasyse ; that an army of twenty or thirty 
thousand friars and pilgrims was to sail from Corunna 
to Mil ford-haven, and to join the catholics of Wales 


* L. Jonrn 348. 350. 

+ James (Nfcmoiis). i. 527- “ The king told me,” says Hereby, “ that 
“ Bodloe wad a rogue, and he was satisfied that he had given some false 
“ evidence concerning the deatli of s>iv Edmondbury Godfrey. ’ Ucresby, 72. 
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under the earl of Powis and lord Petre ; that the king, 
the dukes of Monmouth, Ormoiul, and Buckingham, the 
earl of Shaftesbury, and the lord Ossory, were to be 
murdered by persons whose names he stated, the mili- 
tary in London by assassins stationed at the door of 
every alehouse, and the citizens by a force of forty 
thousand men secretly organized, and consisting of 
papists or protestants m the pay of the papists ; that all 
who refused to conform to the catholic worship were to 
be “ utterly extinguished and that there was not a 
catholic in England, of quality or credit, who had not 
received information of the plot, and been sworn on the 
sacrament to lend to it his aid, and to keep it secret*. 

It will excite surprise that in the three Kingdoms there 
could be found an individual so simple or so prejudiced 
as to give credit to this marvellous tale of bloodshed and 
treason. But in times of general panic nothing is too 
absurd for the credulity of the public The deposition 
of Bedloe was haded as a confirmation of that of Oates ; 
it served to fan the flame, to add to the national deli- 
rium ; new addresses were made to the king, and new 
proclamations and arrests followed. Yet the champions 
of the plot, those who sought to bring home to the ac- 
cused the charges against them, saw with uneasiness 
that there was nothing in these additional informations 
to constitute Bedloe a second witness in conjunction with 
Oates. The reader, however, will soon discover how the 

* L. Joutd 351.353 At this time Luzancy appeared again upon the 
stage; hut his residence loi tin last three yeais at Oxfoid disabled him, 
however he had been disposed, fioin acting an important part among the 
informers. He had already expelled from England St. Germain, almoner 
to the duchess of \oik : he now expelled I.a Colombieie, successor to St 
Germain. Having composed a memorial for DuVicqmer. a Fienchmnn, 
he introduced him first to the bishop oT London, und then to the lord 
chancelloi. La Colombieie was immediately arrested, and committed on 
the J6lh of November The foimer accused him at the bai of the house 
of lorda of having said that the king w as a ealhohe at heart, and that 
the power of the pailiument would not last for e\ei ; of Inning perverted 
protestants, ami scut missionaries to Vuginia. The loids noted that 
these weie matteis of dangerous < onsequence, nud on thp 2lst addressed 
the kiug to send Colombieie out of the kingdom. Foui weeks later the 
zeal of Luzaucy was rew aided with the vicaiage ot Duver-rdhrt. L. Journ. 
xiu. 367. 368. Conspirations d’Augleterre, 1680, pp. 360. 370. 
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difficulty was removed by the effrontery of the new in- 
former, who on the trials of the prisoners found it con- 
venient to forget much of his previous testimony, and to, 
substitute other particulars, which, though entirely new 
harmonized better with the fictions of his brother im- 
postor. 

These discoveries by Bedloc had served to occupy the 
public attention during the debates on the bill for the 
exclusion of Catholics from parliament: the moment 
the duke of York was excepted by the clause in his fa- 
vour, a new and most extraordinary intrigue was set on 
foot. The reader will recollect that Shaftesbury, in his 
zeal to prevent the succession of that prince, had ven- 
tured to propose to the king a divorce for the purpose of 
having issue by another wife; and now with the same 
view a Mrs. Lloyd, at the suggestion of Dr. Tonge, 
waited on Charles and solicited a private audience for 
Titus Oates, who wished to confide <o his majesty some 
secret and important information tending to criminate 
the queen. He heard her with tokens of incredulity and 
impatience; and, when she hinted the possibility of a 
divorce, sternly replied that he would never suffer an in- 
nocent woman to be oppressed*. 

Oates, however, was admitted to tell his tale to the 
king, then made his deposition on oath before secretary 
Coventry, and afterwards was twice examined by the 
privy council. He stated that in July he saw a letter in 
which it was affirmed by Wakeman that the queen had 
been brought to give her assent to the murder of the 
king ; and that one day in August he accompanied se- 
veral jesuits to Somerset-house, and was left in the an- 
techamber, when they were admitted to the queen. The 
door stood at jar; he had the curiosity to listen, and 
heard a female voice exclaim, “ I will no longer suffer 
“ such indignities to my bed ! I am content to join in 


Nov. 

23 . 


24 . 

25 . 


• L. Journ. xi ii. 381). .lames (Memoirs), i. 529. "Ht* said tome" 
(Dr. Unmet) "Hint cnusidmng his faultiness towaids her in other thing*, 
'* he thought it a horud thiug to Abandon her.” Burnet, n. 169. 
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“ procuring his cleatli, and the propagation of the catho- 
“ lie faith:*" soon afterwards the joints retired; he 
looked into the room, and saw no other woman than the 
queen. There was much to throw discredit on this 
story. Oates had never given any intimation of it be- 
fore ; he had not mentioned the traitorous letter, when 
lie made the charge against Wakeman ; and lie had 
solemnly declared upon oath that he knew of no other 
persons implicated in the crime besides those whom he 
N° v ‘ had already named. Charles ordered the earls of Ossory 
and Bridgewater to conduct the informer to Somerset- 
house, and oblige him to point out the room and ante- 
chamber which he had described. He was led into every 
part, he repeatedly visited every chamber, and was at 
length compelled to acknowledge his inability to discover 
the place. The king, convinced ihat the story had been 
suggested to him by some enemy of the duke, ordered 
the guards who had been assigned for his security to 
keep always in his company, and to allow no person to 
see him, or to speak with him in private*. 

Bedloe followed, as a second witness, to support the 
testimony of Oates. Ho too, if we may believe him, had 
been at Somerset-house ; he had witnessed a conference 
27. between Catherine and two French clergymen, in the 
presence of lord Belasysc, Coleman, and some jesuds ; 
and was subsequently told by Coleman that at the first 
proposal of the king’s murder the queen burst into tears, 
but that her objections had been removed by the French- 
men, and that she had reluctantly signified her consent. 
Bedloe, however, was more cautious than Oates. His 
former difficulty in finding the chamber, in which he had 
seen the body of Godfrey, proved to him a useful lesson; 
and he assigned for the scene of this consultation a 
place in which he could not be liable to error, the gal- 
lery of the chapel, while he, as he pretended, remained 
on the floor below. But why had he hitherto concealed 


* L. Journ. 388. 391. James (Memoirs), i. 529. Clar. Correa, i. 53. 56. 
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this important evidence? To the question he replied, 
that it had escaped his memory. If he recollected it 
now, it was owing to the impudent denial of Coleman, 
that he had ever been in the company of Bedloe*. 

But, whatever might be the convenor of the king, it 
was not, the intention of the party to lose the benefit of 
this additional testimony. Bedloe, having previously ob- 
tained a pardon for all offences committed up to that Nov. 
hour, delivered his deposition in writing to the house of 28. 
commons ; and then Oates, appearing at the bar, raised 
his voice and exclaimed, “ I, Titus Oates, accuse Ca- 
“ therine, queen of England, of high treason.” The 
members, not in the secret, were struck dumb with 
astonishment; an address was hastily voted for the 
removal of the queen and her household from White- 
hall ; and a message was sent to the house of lords to 
solicit their immediate concurrence. They, however, 
previously required to be pul in possession of the depo- 
sitions made before the council ; then severely examined 
the two witnesses in person, and, dissatisfied with then- 
answers, resolved to refuse their concurrence, and up- 2‘J. 
pointed a committee to state the reasons of their refusal. 
Shaftesbury with two others protested against this vote: 
but the majority of the party deemed it prudent to ac- 
quiesce ; a dissension between the houses might break 
all their measures, and, by bringing into question the 
credit of the witnesses, overturn the whole fabric of the 
plot. The charge against the queen was therefore 
buried in silence : but an address for the apprehension 
of all papists within the realm was voted, and impeach- 
ments of high treason against the five catholic peers in 
the Tower were carried to the house of lords f. 

I shall not detain the reader with a narrative of the 

• L Jpurn. 391, 392 

+ C. Journ. Nov. 28, 29, Dec. 5. L. Journ. 392. 403. The commons 
also addressed the king to restore Oates to his former freedom. He gave 
orders that any member or clerk of either house might have unrestrained 
access to him, hut not all persons without exception. They remonstrated, 
and he yielded. C. Journ. Dec. 6, 7> 
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partial trials, and judicial murders of the unfortunate 
men, whose names had been inserted by Oates in his 
pretended discoveries. So violent was the excitement, 
so general the delusion created by the perjuries of the 
informer, that the voice of reason and the claims of 
justice were equally disregarded: both judge and jury 
seemed to have no other object than to inllict, vengeance 
on the supposed traitors : to speak in support of their 
innocence, or to question the veracity of the accusers, or 
to hint the improbability of the informations, required a 
strength of mind, a recklessness of consequences, which 
falls to the lot of few individuals ; even the king him- 
self, convinced as he was of the imposture, and con- 
temptuously as he spoke of it in private, dared not 
exercise Ins prerogative of mercy to save Uie lives of the 
innocent. These unfortunate men were put on their 
trials under every disadvantage. 1 . They possessed not 
the means of rebutting the charges against them. Kept, 
in solitary confinement, debarred from all communica- 
tion with their friends, without legal advisers, and with 
no other knowledge than what they could collect from 
their previous examination, they received notice of trial 
on the evening, and were placed at the bar the next 
morning. 2. The point on which the imposture lunged 
was the traitorous consult supposed to have been held at 
the 'White Horse tavern on the 2 jtli of April, at nli ch 
Oates deposed that he was present. Now, to prove that 
no such consult was held, they could not appeal to the 
testimony of the landlord, who was dead, nor of his 
widow or former servants still living ; for, though the 
house of lords ordered the inquiry to be made, not one 
of these individuals could then he found * ; neither 
dared they show that the real consult took place on that 
day at St. James’s, because that would have been to ex- 
pose the duke of York to the capital punishment enacted 
against the harbourers of priests and jesuits. 3. They 
were condemned before their trial by the prepossessions 

* L Journ. xiii. 335. 
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of the court, the jury, and the spectators. The chief 
justice, Scroggs, a lawyer of profligate habits and in- 
ferior acquirements, acted the part of prosecutor rather 
than of judge. To the informers he behaved with kind- 
ness, e\cn with deference, suggesting to them expla- 
nations, excusing their contradictions, and repelling 
the imputations on their characters ; but the prisoners 
were repeatedly interrupted and insulted; their wit- 
nesses were brow-beaten from the bench, and ill- 
treated by the spectators ; and their condemnation was 
generally hailed with acclamations winch the court 
rather encouraged than repressed * . 

These trials were introduced with the prosecution of 
Stanley, the catholic banker, at the instance of Curstairs, 
a Scottish adventurer. Sta)lc\ was sitting in a tavern, Nov 
and conversing in French on the topics of the day with 
Finnm, a native of Marseilles, when Carstairs entered 
with a companion, and pretended to listen to their dis- 
course. The next morning lie waited on Stanley, and 
accused him of treason, but offered to suppress the 
charge in consideration of the sum of 200/. The banker 
laughed at the insolence of the man but in a few 
minutes he was arrested, and at the end of five days 
tried for his life. Burnet, when he heard the name of 
the informer, hastened to assure the lord chancellor 
that Oar stairs was a man of infamous character and 
unworthy of credit even on his oath : but Jones, the 
attorney-general, being present, asked Burnet who had 
authorized him to defame the king’s witness, and the 
timul divine shrunk from the frown of the barrister, and 
left the unfortunate man to his lute. The conversation 
in the tavern turned on the catholics, who had been 
charged witli the design of murdering the king, and the 20. 
question m dispute at the trial between the informer and 
the accused Was, whether Stayley had said that he was 
ready to kill him or them , whether he used the French 
article le or les. It is plain that Firmin might have 

* Sec in particular the e\ ulcnce of Fallds, State Trials, x 1275. 

VOL. XII. M 
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decided the controversy ; but cure had been taken to 
confine him m close custody, from which he was not 
dischaiged till four months after the trial. The juiy 
believed the informer, and S la) Icy suffered death at 
Tyburn \ 

The first victim sacrificed to the pci jury of Chiles and 
Ins coadjutor Bedloe was Coleman. In consequence ot 
an address from the house of commons Charles had 
promised that, if Coleman would make a satisfactory 
confession, he should have a full pardon ; if he did not, 
the law should have its course. With this information 
the committee visited him in Newgate. lie gave them 
the cipher to lus correspondence, and explained to them 
Ins pecuniary transactions, hut strongly denied that he 
possessed any knowledge of the alleged plot t. At his 
trial he maintained that his object in lus letters (that 
they were imprudent and unwarrantable he did not 
deny) was to procure money and the toleration of the 
catholic worship ; that lie had never seen either of lus 
accusers before his apprehension; and that both had 
perjured themselves in their testimony, Bedloe by swear- 
ing that he had taken a letter from Coleman to La 
Chaise in April, 1675, whereas it was plain from the 
documents on the table that there had been no corre- 
spondence between them before September m that year; 
and Oates by deposing to numerous transactions With 

* Stale Trials, m 15 U. ll'inet, n 160. Conspiiations *1’ A 

t It Jonrn Nov 2 4 7. Aecoutmg to the lepoit of the committee, 
Coleman s.ial that he hail leeeived 2,500/ fiom liaiillon, “todisiubuLe 
"to ineiiibeis of the house of commons, to prevent a liiptnre between 
“the two crowns,” but "h.ul applied the money to lus own use, 
" because he thought he wns as mudi out of puise upon the Eieneh ac- 
count m his way of hung: though he told Uuullon that he h id given 
" to Some menibeiB accoidmg to his piomise ” Jouru. p 5J4. I suspect 
some in ace m icy in this statement. Aflei t’nletiiau’s death his widow 
piesented thiough U.irilhm a petition to Louis, slating that 05,000 hvies, 
oi 5,000/. had been pioinised to her lin'd), md foi his sei vices in pi eventing 
the declaiution of war. that only one half, 2 500/, had been paid t<> him, 
ami that Barillou oh.edeil to |»ay to her the remaining half without mi ex 
pi e»s older from the king Dairy m pie, 201. On whut ground could she 
claim the money, if her husband were onh an agent to distribute it to 
ot hei . ' 
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lnm, though m presence of the council the informer was 
unacquainted with his person, and appeared to he igno- 
rant of these a cry transactions. Bedloe probably made 
no answer: Oates replied with some embarrassment, 
that hi* eyes were at the time so dazzled bv the lights 
on the table that ho could not see distinctly, and his 
mind so o\ei powered by fatigue, that lie was incapable 
of mollcction. Coleman was found guilt*,, and perished 1 ), <\ 
on the sci Hold, protesting his innocence with his last 3 
breath 1 

Whitbread, Fenwick, Ireland, Grove, and Pickering, ^ 
were soon afterwards brought to the bar. The evidence 
of Oates was positive against the whole live ; that of 
Bedloe, by some unaccountable mischance, affected only 
tlie three last. In these circumstances Whitbread and 
Fcnwuek were by law entitled to an acquittal ; but. the 
chief justice ordeicd 1 hem to be removed, and called on 
Ireland, Gro\o, and Pickering to proceed with their de- 
fence. The jury returned a verdict of guilty, and tlio 1 ^ 7*1 
three unfortunate men died like Coleman, asserting on Jan. 
the scaffold, as they had asserted at the bar, that before - J. 
their apprehension they had ne\er heard, never so much 
as thoughl, of the treason for which they suffered t. 

In these prosecutions Bedloe acted only a secondary ^g 
part as the auxiliary of Oates: with respect to the death 
of Godfrey he claimed the incut and reward of an 
original informer, but was compelled to spend two 
months m search of a second witness to confirm his sole 
and unsupported testimony. The deficiency was sup- p 
plied by the apprehension on some trilling charge of * 21 . 
Prance, a silversmith, who had occasionally been em- 
ployed by the queen. Bedloe, the moment he saw 
Prance, exclaimed “ that man is one of the murderers 
and the unfortunate silversmith w T as hurried to New- 
gate, where, under the influence of threats and promises, o;j 
he was induced to confess himself guilty, and to accuse 24 

* Stall 1 Tunis, mi 1 '78 Flouts An^lo-Btviuicus. 135. 

t Stale Ti uils, mii. 79. 113. 

M 2 
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as accomplices. Hill, Green, and Berry, three servants 
at Somerset-house *. But his mind was not hardened 
against the sling ot‘ remorse : he requested to be brought 
a second time before the king and the council, and on 
Dec. his knees, with the strongest protestations of horror and 
‘29. repentance, declared that the whole of Ins confession 
was false, and that he knew nothing of the murder or 
the murderers. The managers attributed this retracta- 
tion to the arts of the jesuits. Prance was remanded to 
Newgate and chained to the floor m the condemned cell : 
Ins terrors and his sufferings bereaved him occasionally 
of his i cason ; and Dr Llo)d, lately made deau of Ban- 
gor, and Boyce, the keeper, urged him to confess, the 
I 79 one employing spintual, tin* other worldly motives. At 
.1 an. last, lie consented : hut his disclosures were uov so numer- 
ous and portentous, that the neduhty of the dean was 
startled ; lie declined any further interference f, and left 
the unhappy man to the management of Boyce, with 
whose assistance a narrative was composed, professing 
to detail “ the manner and circumstances of the murder, 
“ the conspiracy to assassinate the earl of Shaftesbury, 
Feb. “ an( l the vile practices of several popish priestsj.” The 
JO. prisoners Hill, Green, and Berry, were now brought to 
trial: ignorant and unassisted, they were unable to 
detect and expose the glaring inconsistencies between 

* Like O ites and Uedloe, In- bad the folly to mention a room in Sumer 
set-house where the body lay, and being sent theie, like them was unablo 

10 lind i! L Jouin 43H 

t See L Jouin xm 431 436 438 James (Memoir), i. 535 Extracts 
from the journal of the committee, and the letters of 1‘ianee and Lloyd in 
Blief llist. in t.4-86 “ Firnn the timeol taking off my main amlelmug 

“ bit? mv lodging, which was upon my yielding basely to toi swear myself 
“ against those innocent persons who dy’d on my wicked eudenoe, Mr. 
“ lJoyce was the man that acled fui me. and writ main things which I 
“ oopyM .liter him I found by In** dneomse that he had been se\oial 
" time* with mv bvd Slulie^tmrv and willi Uedloe. and he told me that I 
“ should he ceitamly liang’d, it I agieed not with Uedloe s evidence” p. 
1^7 It is plain that hi lie u li-mre ran be plated on the words ol Tiauce : 
yet, as Dr Lloyd oh*erves ” he w an best able toielute his own fictions con- 
" ceruing the muidei in which In* woidmuy be of some ciedit, but otnone 
‘ in any thing else. ' p H5 

f “ A true Nanative and Discn\ery, by Mr Miles Piance, of L'o^ent- 

11 garden, Goldsmith. ’’ 1G79. 
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the depositions of the two informers; and all three re- 
ceived judgment of death. IIill and Green, who were 
catholic',, having resisted every attempt to draw from 
them an acknowledgment of guilt, suffered at T)burn:Feb 
to Kerry, a pro 1c. slant, the respite -d a week was granted: 21. 
but he, like Ins companions, disappointed the hopes of 
the committee, and died like them with asseverations of 1678 
innocence in his mouth*. 

But from these scenes of horror it is time to divert the 
reader’s attention to a new intrigue of a very d liferent 
description, which led in ns consequences to the dissolu- 
tion hot h of the imnistn and the parliament It will he 
lemembered that on the 25th of March the lord trea- 
surer, m opposition to his own judgment, wrote 1>\ order 
of Charles a letter to Montague, the ambassador at Pans, 
commissioning him m certain circumstance* to demand 
from Louis a pension of 6,000,006 uflivreb in return for 
the king’s sen ices m disposing the allies to consent to 
the conditions of peace. The demand was never made 
— not because it shocked the patriotism of Montague, for 
it had been suggested and recommended by Inmt— but June 
because the terms proposed were rejected by the French 24. 
cabinet. What secret overtures were afterwards made 
to the ambassador by Louis, we know not : but he felt 
or pretended to feel as an injur) the king's icfusal of 

* State Tunis, vu. 159 — 250. Ralph lias printed the dejiosil urns ol 
lied lot him! I’lanec m paiailel columns, tint the tendei may set* at on** 
glance how they eonliadiet each othei hi almost every cnninistance of 
tune, place, and tinny, i 419 IVihaps 1 should men lion th.it yieat en- 
deavours weu* m.itle to impluuie in the jilot Pepis, seetetniy ol the atimi- 
mlty to the duke of Yolk, and that with that view Atkins Ins clerk, was 
r Imaged and tiled as un accomplice in the muid< r ol (jodfiev. Iodine, 
befou* the lords, kwoh* that mu* ol the neeurii pines, “ who railed himself 
* # ALktus, was in all things \»»iv like the prisoner, bill because lie never 
“ saw him helme that tune, lie could not po*>itivelv sweai it, bill lie vuily 
41 belie. ed him lobe the man” I, Join n 551 Lleloie ihelnal. however, 
il tvas known tlial Atkin- that vei\ evening was dunking till he was m- 
toxieiled, on Ihm id one ol the king'' ships m Uie nvu , and lledloe then 
Mime that ilit ac a ompln e “ w ns not siu li a man as the pnsonei. He had 
'* a moie m ml\ Ian* and he mb’ State Tnah, vi 14,5 — 1492, in 242. 
Atkins (It emu sh w ,.s aeqmtteil. 

t 111*, let tei s an* published among those ol Danbv, 1 20, 21. 2(> 3(> 

VS 4UiO.62.82. 
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his request to purchase the office of secretary from sir 
Henry Coventry, and suddenly abandoning Ins situation 
in Pans, he returned without permission or notice to 
England. Dauby, apprehensive of Ins enmity, watched 
Aug. hi s steps with solicitude: it was discovered that he not 
only associated with the popular leaders, but held secret 
Oct. * ll, d nightly conferences with Banllon ; and Ins attempts 
-1. to procure a seat in the house of commons convinced the 
minister that, if Montague delayed to strike the blow 
which he meditated, it was only till he could shelter him- 
self from the royal resentment under the privileges of 
parliament. At the election for Gnnstead he was de- 
feated by the foresight of Danby : at that for North- 
ft ov§ ampton he was returned by the Mayoi ; his absent 
6. opponent sir William Temple by the sheriff: but Mon- 
tague petitioned, the popular party espoused Ins cause, 
1 and the house pronounced him duly elected *. 

Montague's real object was the ruin of the lord trea- 
surer. With the popular leaders it, had been arranged 
that he should bring forward the secret despatch of 
March 2 3tli : and that they should ground on it a vote of 
impeachment against Danby. With Banllon he had 
concluded a contract, that 100,000 livres should be spent 
by the ambassador in purchasing the aid of the most 
powerful speakers in parliament, and 100,000 crowns 
should be paid to Montague himself, if through Ins exer- 
tions Danby were removed from office within the com se 
of six months Still lie delayed. His timidity was 
not satisfied with the protection afforded by a seat in 
parliament, and he waited for the time when the dis- 
bandment of the army should render the king less able 
to violate the privileges of the members. But Danby 
had already received a hint of his danger : lie knew that 


* Ibid 7R.H3 HH li5, 116 C Journ Oct 21. N».v fi 11 2.1. 

+ See llurillon’s despatch in D.ili vmplc, i‘ij. II bums objected lo the 
100,0011 Clowns, lie was willing to accept a e.qnlal piolm i ti«; 40,1)00 livres 
ol rentes cm the Hot 1 de Ville, ui a pension ui 50,000 loi tile, at tlie opium 
of the king. Ibid. 



A.D. 1678 .] SEIZURE OF MONTAGUE S PAPERS. 


167 


Ins despatches had been secretly shown to some of his 
opponents, and it became to linn a matter of the first im- 
portance to gain possession of the obnoxious papers. 
With this view he laid before the council the informa- 
turn given by sir William Temple that Montague had 
pmately visited the papal nuncio at Paris, and might 
therefore he in some manner or other implicated m the 
popish plot * : it was immediately resohed to pursue the 
inquiry : messengers were despatched to make the seizure 
of his papers ; and Erneley, chancellor of the exchequer, 
delivered a royal message, announcing tins proceeding, 
and the information on which it was grounded, to the 
house of commons. 

The matter had been conducted with so much secrecy 
that Montague and his friends were taken by surprise. 
The ingenuity of Powle (he afterwards re. cived five 
hundred guineas from Barillon as a reward for his ser- 
vices t) relieved them for a while Pom then embarrass- 
ment. The seizin e he maintained was a hi each of pri- 
vilege, unless the information had been taken upon oath, 
and, at his suggestion, lord Cavendish wilh other mem- 
bers waited on the lung, to ascertain the fact as lo that 
particular circumstance. To their mortification Charles 
drily replied, that lie would return an answer after the 
two houses were risen. 

In the next place Ilarbord, another of Barillon’s pen- 
sioners, was deputed to visit Montague’s house, with 
private instructions from that member. HaUng ascer- 
tained that the letters, the only real objects of anxiety 
to both parties, had hitherto escaped the search of the 
officers, he returned; Montague immediately announced 
lhat lie had in his keeping papers containing indubitable 
proofs of the guilty projects of a certain great minister; 


* Dauby’*' Letters, 26, r » -IY>7. Dalrvmple, 198. 

t U.iruiou .i]ijh*:us Id haw made out in Dercmbei of each year an ao- 
r unto! tin* m<nic\ which lie dislmised for political pm penes 'I lit uccouui. 
)oi the piesent \eai up lo December has not been discovered : lhatloi the 
, 1C/.1 will be allerwaidb noticed. 
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lord Cavendish moved that documents of such high im- 
portance should he placed under the custody of the 
hou^e ; and Ilarbord, lord Resell, and several others 
were commissioned to proceed and take possession of 
the letters m question, in the name of the commons of 
England. They returned hearing a small casket, winch 
was placed on the table ; and Montague, selecting from 
its contents two papers, delivered them to the speaker, 
protesting at the same time that it had been Ins inten- 
tion to have communicated them through secretary 
Coventry to the king, and that he should not have pre- 
sumed to make them public even now, were it not in 
obedience to the express commands of tin house. Both 
bore the signature of the loid treasurer. One, of the 
date of Jail. 16, stated that the adjournment lor thirteen 
da)s had been adopted in the hope of discovering in the 
interval some expedient for a peace ; the other proved to 
be the celebrated despatch of March 25, wuh which the 
reader is already acquainted. 

The reading of these papers electrified the house. 
They were described as a continuation of Coleman’s in- 
trigue ; they proved that the same objects were kept in 
view, and the same manoeuvres employed ; that the 
king’s ardour for war had been a mere pretext to wring 
money from his people ; and that, the moment money 
was voted, he had offered to sell the nation to a forego 
sovereign. The debate was long and stormy ; and no 
one expressed more virtuous indignation against pecuni- 
ary transactions with France, than those who were then 
in the pay, or who had planned the prosecution with the 
advice of the French ambassador. The house, carried 
Dec. awa y by the impulse of the moment, voted by a majority 
l f ). of sixty-three voices that the lord treasurer should be 
impeached of high treason, and that his letters should 
bo entered on the journals *. 

Thus far the cunning of Montague had triumphed 


* Join ii. D«c 19. llerobh), 74— /H l J nil Hist. iv. 1051— 1067 
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over tlmt of the minister. He was not, however, with- 
out apprehension. He knew that the charge which he 
hail brought might be retorted with tenfold energy 
against himself, and that the lettei s m which he had 
originally suggested, and afterward,' advised, the mea- 
sure, were still in existence: hut he gave credit to his 
adversary for a more delicate sense of honour than lie 
possessed himself, and trusted that Danb\ would be 
restrained tiom the publication of those documents by 
the tear of betraying at tlic same time the secret views 
and negocialmus of the sovereign. In this respect he 
argued correctly ; for out of the whole correspondence 
the treasurer could find hut two letters, which he might 
produce in his vindication without compromising the 
king, Both were forwarded to the house The first, 
dated Jan. 1, N. S. gave information that Ruvigny was 
sent to London to treat through lord Russell with the 
popular leaders ; the other of the 18 f li contained a pro- 
posal from Montague respecting a demand of money on 
a conclusion of peace, and a request that he might be 
furnished with instructions on that head. They were j> ( , 
publicly read by the speaker, hut no attention was paid 20 
to them by the house, nor were they entered on the 
journals The next day the impeachment was voted, 
and sir Henry Capo! received orders to carry it to the 
house of lords *. 


* Dauby says t1i.it Hie letters were not read (Danhv, 102) ; lmt this, il 
appears liom the journals (Dee 20), is a mistake. They wen* mot cover 
entered, and, what is still more extraordinary, the entry ul' Danin’s letters 
omits the \eiy important postscript m the hand ol ihe king, testifying 
that the lettei was wnlten by his order. Whs it then intended to keep 
this circumstance from the knowledge of Ihe house ? It Inis been ansvieied 
no: that the lettei, which had been read and was cnteied, was a copy 
only wanting the postscript, loi lord U u^si-11 said, “ Montague cannot 
“ com*: at the originals now, but he has a eopv of them ” W hetlier that 
copy hail, 01 had not the postscript, is immaterial for lord hussell spoke 
before the messengeis weie sent Inr the bov, anti meaut to luloim the 
house that, if the onginals had been seized, leitheieuas still a copy at 
then sen <ce. Ibil no use was made of that copy because the messengers 
letumed with Ihe box, out of which Montague himself took the anginal*;, 
and delivered them to the speakn, who u*ad them to the house Mr. Wil- 
liams immediately asked, “ will anv niemhei aver this to be the trensitrei’s 
" lettei ?” Montague ie plied, “ l louu'ivc tt to be Ins hand} for 1 lu\e 
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This instrument accused the earl of Dan by of high 
treason and other high crimes, misdemeanors, and of- 
fences : and in particular 1. of traitorously “accroolung ” 
to himself regal power by acting without communication 
with the secretaries of state and the other counsellors; 
2 of endeavouring to subvert the ancient government by 
keeping on foot a standing army; 3. of negotiating a 
peace in favour of France to the prejudice of England, 
that he might in return obtain money from France for 
the support of that army ; 4. of being popish] v inclined, 
and of having concealed the popish plot; 5. of having 
wasted the royal treasure in secret services and useless 
pensions ; and, lastly, of having obtained for himself 
grants from the crown contrary to the act o f parliament*. 

Of Montague’s perfidy and baseness in ibis proceed- 
ing there can be but one opinion. He had charged the 
counsels, of which he was himself the author, on one by 
whom they had always been opposed ; he had betrayed 
the confidence reposed m linn by his sovereign, and had 
sold Ins services to that very power, whose intrigues he 
had been commissioned to watch and unravel. Nor can 
much he said m favour of the leaders by whom he was 
supported. They lent, their powerful aid to the malice 
of a disappointed individual and the policy of a foreign 
court ; they sought to interest the passions of the house 
by clamour and misrepresentation; they voted ebuges 
which were, on the very face of them, false and absurd ; 
they affixed the penalties of treason to an offence which, 
when fully proved, could amount to no more than a mis- 
demeanor; and this sacrifice of honour, truth, and 
justice, they made for the paltry purpose of ruining the 
adverse leader of a political party. Their intemperance, 
however, had its usefulness. It taught succeeding minis- 
ters to recollect that, besides the sovereign whom they 

had setcr.il lettorc from him in tin* same Intrid” 1’ail. Hist. iv. 1001 
Hence it is plain Unit tin* oii-inul irtteis writ- lead ,unl piohuhle, tli.it 
the puatsci qit, us it w us not allei wants entered, had been suppressed at 
the leading. 


C Joiun Dec. 21- 
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served, there existed another power, before which they 
might be compelled to answer, if, through obsequious- 
ness to the royal will, they should presume to violate the 
existing laws, or to act in opposition to the acknowledged 
interests, of the country. 

In the house of lords l)anby defended himself with 
spirit and eloquence. It was, ho owned, a misfortune to 
he under an impeachment by the house of commons; 
yet even with that misfortune upon him he deemed him- 
self more happy than his accuser, abhorred as that ac- 
cuser must be by ever) honest man, for Ins duplicity, 
his pci fitly, and his ingratitude. Of the charges against 
him he spoke with contempt. ITe denied them all : he 
defied his adversaries to the proof: he asked lor nothing 
but an equal and a speedy trial. The commons insisted 
that ho should be committed a prisoner to the Tower ; 
but it was argued that not one of the otfences specified 
in the impeachment amounted in law to high treason: 
after an adjourned debate the demand was refused, and 
a day was appointed on which the treasurer should give ^ 
his answer*. 

The parliament had now lasted eighteen years. In its 
infancy it had been distinguished by a habit of blind 
obsequiousness, m itsnn.ie mature age by a system of 
determined hostility, to the court. The duke of York 
long ago advised a dissolution : but Charles had listened 
to the contrary suggestions of the minister, who felt little 
for the personal embarrassments of the king’s brother, as 
long as he hoped by promises and bribes to mould the 
majority to bis own purposes. Now, however, this hope 
had vanished. An impeachment was hanging over liis 
head : he could have no certain reliance on his innocence, 
at a time when the jealous and vengeful passions of the 
people were in the keeping of his adversaries ; and there 
was reason to fear that the king, however resolute he 
might profess to be at the moment, would ultimately 


* L. .Tom n. Mil, 432— 435.441 . Pail HUt iv. 1069. Kerestij, 
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yield to his habitual love of ease, and his constitutional 
apprehension of resistance. The treasurer’s host chance 
of safety depended on an imraediale teimination of the 
session. It would, indeed, be accompanied with an in- 
convenience, the loss of a bill of supply for 640,000/. for 
the disbanding of the army : but for this might be sub- 
stituted the surplus revenue of the year and a loan from 
j> ec the prince of Orange. Danby ventured to bring forward 
the proposal in the council ; and Charles readily pro- 
rogued the parliament for the space of five weeks *. 

* li Join n. 447 Rnrsby, 78 Tin* savings to the amount of 000,000/. 
had lulheito been iqqdicd to winds the gradual extiuciion of (he debt in 
cuued by tin* btoppu^c of the exchequer in J67‘J lloiesb\, C 7 Pai.. 
Hist lv. 1063. 1071. 
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T!ic «luke of Yoik quits the kingdom— Dauby par<lonc*<l hy the kmp, but 
impri'tourd — New council — Debate on tin* bill of exclusion— Pioroj'utiun 
— Execution of Mitchell in Scotland — Mauler of .nch bishop Shdip— 

Vietoiy and dete.it ot the Co\cihuiUmr- T ual and execution of the 
Jesuits — Of Lamjhoi tie— Acquittal of Wakemau— Dissolution ol p.uluu 
incut— Petitioners and ubhorieis— Hill of exclusion lostiu the bouse ol 
louls — Trial uud execution of useounl St.dloid 

From the prorogation the lord treasurer derived this 1679. 
important benefit : it suspended the proceedings against 
him, and afforded lnm a -breathing tune to provide for 
his own security. His first care was to break the com- 
bination of Ins enemies by entering into a private treaty 
with some of the leaders: the lord Holies in one house, 
and Littleton in the other, were induced to make to him, 
under certain conditions, a promise of neutrality, if not 
of suppoit, on the question of impeachment; and the 
king hy his advice dissolved the parliament, summoning Jan. 
at the same time another to meet at the ex piration of forty 
days. Never perhaps did a general election take place 
at a season of more intense excitement. The llame 
kindled in tlie capital had spread to the remotest corners 
of the country ; and the minds of men were agitated hy 
rumours and jealousies the most extraordinary and un- 
founded. They believed at the same time that the king 
was a party to the conspiracy, and that his death was 
one of the great objects of the conspirators ; they suffered 
their judgments to be swayed by words instead of facts, 
but by words apparently of tremendous import, though 
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without any definite meaning; and the candidates in 
the interest of t lie court were everywhere assailed with 
erics of the danger of protestantism, and the bloody 
designs of the papists. The returns proved that the in- 
fluence of the minister was no match for the phronzy of 
the people. 11 is adherents were rejected with marks of 
inform, and their places supplied with men breathing 
vengeance against the catholics, and against an adminis- 
tration by which they believed that the catholics weie 
secretly supported 5 *'. 

The unfavourable result of the elections suggested to 
Dauby the necessity of some expedi°nt to propitiate and 
disarm liis opponents. They bad failed to exclude the 
duke of York f rom the house of lords ; he undert ook to 
remove lnm from the kingdom. To sound the disposi- 
tion of that prince, certain persons, some Ins known 
friends, others consideied as neutral, were employed to 
explain to him the expediency of a voluntary but tem- 
porary exile; and, when lie refused to purchase lmpumtv 
for the minister by liis own disgrace, Dauby advised the 
king to send him an order to quit England, and to fix 
his residence at Brussels But the good nature of Charles 
recoiled from so harsh and ungracious a proceeding ; 
the suggestion of an attempt to convert his misbelieving 
brother was adopted as less offensive to Ins feelings; 
and tlie aichbishop with some of his hretlnen receded a 
commission to bring back the strayed sheep to !!>• fold 
of the established church. These prelates waited on the 
duke : they represented to him the pam which it gave 
them to behold the son of a martyred king absenting 
himself from the national worship; they inveighed in 
sharp and hitter terms against the principles of the 
Roman church; and they maintained that she “both 
41 taught and practised doctrines destructive of salvation 
an assertion which, with his permission, they were pre- 
pared to establish, “ not by perplexing him with the sub- 
“ tleties and niceties of the schools, hut by a plain text 

* tiuuiet, ii. 177 L .Tourn. xiu 448. Ninth, 50 i, 503. 
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“ or two, and a plain obvious mat tor of fact.” James 
replied that he doubted not the uprightness of their 
motives, though he knew that the suggestion came from 
an enemy: that it would be presumption in ban, a lay- 
man, to enter the lists against professed theologians ; 
that he had not changed his religions creed without a 
serious examination of the distinctive doctrines of the 
two churches, or a clear foresight of the sacrifices which 
that change would entail upon himself; and that to ie- 
new the investigation would require more leisure than he 
at that time possessed, and more deep and continued at- 
tention than he could under existing circumstances com- 
mand. The failure of the prelates and the importunity 
of the treasurer subdued the reluctance of Charles, who 
at length mustered sufficient courage to hint to James 
that his expatriation for a short time offered the most 
probable means of mitigating the hostility of his enemies. 
The duke professed himself ready to submit to the royal 
will, but at the same time solicited two favours ; one an 
order in writing to quit the kingdom, that he might not 
appear to steal like a coward from the contest ; the other, 
a solemn promise that his rights should not he saei diced 
m Ins absence to the pretensions of Monmouth, who, it 
was now reported, had provided four witnesses to 
establish, in the event of the king’s death, a contract of 
mairinge between his father and mother. The order ^ 
was immediately given in the form of a most affectionate 
letter; and Charles, having assembled the council,^ 
declared “ in the presence of Almighty God that he had 
“ never given or made any contract of marriage, nor was 
“ over mained to any woman whatsoever but his wife, 

“ queen Catherine, then living." For greater security he 
subscribed this declaration, commanded the counsellors 
present to attest its execution with their signatures, and 
ordered the instrument with their testimony to be en- 
rolled in chancery*. James, accompanied by the 

* Tim declaration, as well as another made on the 6th of January, has 
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jM«ir. duchess, departed the next day for Brussels: his 
daughter Anne was left under the care of her uncle, 
that it might not he said that her father meant to 
seduce her from the protest ant worship*. 

The parliament opened with a violent altercation 
f; respecting the choice of a speaker. Seymour, who had 
discharged the office in the last, was re-elected by the 
new house of commons. This, however, accorded not 
with the designs of the lord treasurer, and it was resolved 
that when, according to custom, he should beg of the 
king to be excused, his prayer should be granted : but 
^ Seymour, aware of the intention, omitted in his speech 
the usual disqualifying expressions, and merely stated 
that he stood there to receive his majesty ? approbation. 
The chancellor was disconcerted : Charles had more 
self-possession ; he whispered in the ear of that officer, 
who answered that Seymour was reserved for a different 
employment, and that the commons must proceed to a 
new election. 

This affront to the speaker elect has been represented 
as the consequence of a private quarrel between him and 
the lady Danby. But it. is scarcely credible that the 
treasurer, with an impeachment hanging over his head, 
would wantonly plunge into another quarrel with the 
house of commons merely to gratify the resentment of 
his wife; and the subsequent proceedings appear to 
show that the attempt was made in consequence of tie 
secret understanding between lmn and some of the 
popular leaders. The person whom lie sought to substi- 
tute in the place of Seymour was sir Thomas Mercs, one 
of his most active and eloquent opponents in the late 
parliament ; but the commons adhered to their first 

been published by Mr. Rose fiom the rolls in chancery. Observations on 
Fox, App p m. 

* lames ; (Memoiin), i. 530. 536. 537 511. Dalrynipto, n. 5212. Hornet, 
m 194 The discumse of Lbr prelates is in Clai Coiresp ii App 467 — 
4/1. The (loke afterwards wiote to the archbishop uti account of lus con- 
tention, which did m»t take place till nttei the Restoration, auil meunse 
ipieuce ol the iullusl conviction. James iMemous), ». 539, f>40. 
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choice ; and to their petition, that the king would not Mar. 
invade their undoubted right, an answer was returned, 
bidding them not to waste the time but to obey. They 12. 
requested him to reconsider their petition, and he pro- 
roguod the parliament for two days. When the house 
met again, Seymour was never mentioned : as if no dis- 
pute had previously existed, serjcant Gregory, on the 15, 
motion of lord Russell, seconded by lord Cavendish, was 
placed in the chair, and the new speaker immediately 
received the approbation of the king. By this arrange- 
ment Charles saved to the crown the right of refusing 
the person elected; and the commons took from the 
privy counsellors, by whom it had hitherto been exer- 
cised, the privilege of proposing the name of the speaker, 
and extended it to any member of the house *. 

The moment the last parliament was prorogued, 
Montague, apprehensive of the royal resentment, had 
endeavoured to escape to the continent in disguise, but 
had been apprehended on suspicion at Dover, and com- 
pelled to give security that he would not quit the king- 
dom. Again, however, he absconded, till his election 
for the borough of Huntingdon in the new parliament 
reinvested him with freedom from arrest, and placed 
him in a situat ion to resume the prosecution of Dan by t. 
Fortunately for this purpose the lords had resolved that 
“ the dissolution of the last parliament did not alter the 
“ state of the impeachments, brought up by the commons 
“ in that parliament and the majority of the house 
were so irritated by the late contest respecting the 
speaker, that they offered themselves to become the 
willing tools of Ins policy or malice. Charles saw, and 
sought to avert, the impending storm. Having com- 
pelled the treasurer to resign the staff, he called the two 
houses into the royal presence, and informed them that, 

* Reresby, 80—82. Pari TIist. iv. 1093—1113. Burnet, ii. 194. 

t Danby, 118 

t L Join n. xiii. 464. 466. We may infer from the ipport of the committee 
that this resolution was not founded on any ancient precedent, because no 
inquiry into precedents was made. 

VOL. XU. N 
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whatever Danby had done in the writing of the letters, 
or the inquiry into the plot, had been done by his ex- 
press order: that ihoy were in reality his own nets, and 
he was therefore bound to shield his minister from 
punishment on his account. There existed, indeed, 
other reasons why lie should exclude the earl from his 
counsels and presence ; but, with respect to the offences 
of which he had been impeached, a full pardon had 
already been granted him, and that pardon should be 
renewed a dozen times, if a dozen renewals should be 
found necessary*. 

If Charles assumed on this occasion so decisive a tone 
in favour of his late minister, it was not that he any 
longer looked upon him with feelings of friendship and 
esteem. For some months the chief object of Danby's 
proceedings had been Ins own preservation ; to his ob- 
stinacy in the inquiry into the plot the king attributed 
all his present embarrassments; and the duchess of 
Portsmouth, whose industry had been quickened by a 
threat of impeachment, laboured by her suggestions to 
strengthen the alienalion of the royal mind'K But a 
sense of honour and justice (so it was pretended) forbade 
the monarch to allow that the servant should suffer the 
penalty of a transaction, m which lie had done nothing 
more than obey the command of his master ; though, if 
we believe Danby himself, the king was actuated by 
another and more selfish motive; it was for the royal 
interest to prevent a trial, because a trial would probably 
lead to the exposure of the secret treaties between 
Charles and the king of France. Had it not been for 
this inconvenience, D.mby would have refused the 
pardon : he wanted no shield for defence; he was ready 
to fight his enemies with such arms as innocence sup- 
plied However that may be, by the house the very 
mention of a pardon in bar of an impeachment was taken 

• Ibid. 466 Rere^hy, 84. Burnet, li. 196 The pardon was dated or 
Mdch 1 Se»* it in Join rials, xni 5JIL 

f Temple, li. 4/8. t Dauby, 109 111 
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as a wrong and an insult. Having searched in vain for 
a copy of the instrument in the different public offices, 
they interrogated the lord chancellor ; and learned from ^' ,r 
him that Dan by offered the pardon ready drawn to the “ * 
king, who immediately signed it. and ordered the person, 
who carried the bag, to affix the great seal in bis pre- 
sence *. In the debate which followed, Powle (the 
reader will recollect that he was at the very tune the 
secret pensionary of Baril Ion) called in hold and indig- 
nant language for the punishment of a perfidious minister. 
Dauby, it was said, had brought the nation to the very 
brink of ruin : it was to his mercenary policy that Louis 
owed the victories winch made him master of Flanders, 
and to bis arbitrary maxims that the last house of com- 
mons was indebted for the sharp and vitupcratory an- 
swers which had been returned to its addresses. He had 
raised a standing army with the intention of defraying 
the charge for three )ears with French money ; he had 
drained the treasury to enrich himself, and to bribe 
others; and he had first concealed the plot, then tam- 
pered with Bedloe to prevail on him to abscond, and 
afterwards had spoken of Oates in terms of obloquy and 
contempt. The king possessed, it was true, the power of 
pardoning, when he was the prosecutor : but, had he the 
same power when the prosecution proceeded from the 
house of commons ? He could not deprive an injured 
individual of his remedy at law ; and by parity of reason- 
ing he could not take from the representatives of the 
nation their remedy against the national enemy. By the 
courtiers it was replied, that the right of pardoning was 
vested in the crown ; that up to that day the exercise of 
such right had never been called in question; that, if 
any inconvenience were experienced, limitations might 
he imposed by a prospective law, but such limitations 
could not operate to the prejudice of pardons already 

* Hence the chancellor argued that the seal was not in his possession, 
but in the possession of the king, and that of com sc lie was not responsible 
C. .tom it. March 24. 

N 2 
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passed. After a stormy debate the house resolved to 
represent to the king the irregularity and illegality ot 
the pardon, with the dangerous consequences of pardons 
in cases of impeachment by the commons of England ; 
and at the same time to send a message to the lords, 
demanding that the accused might be sequestered from 
parliament, and committed to safe custody. The repre- 
sentation was not made ; but the votes of the house 
served to alarm both the king, who saw that by sup- 
porting the minister he had involved himself in a new 
contest respecting his prerogative, and the lords, who, 
that they might not seem to act from intimidation, or- 
dered in great haste the usher of the black rod to take 
the earl of Dauby into custody, and then in answer to the 
message, replied that they had already of their own 
motion anticipated the wishes of the commons *. 

"gj? 1, * To prevent the trial, now became the chief object of 
the court. Dauby, with the king’s connivance, had 
i» 7 . secretly taken refuge at Whitehall, while the lords passed 
a hill disabling him from holding office, or sitting in par- 
liament, to which was afterwards added a clause banish- 
Apul lll & him fr° m the kingdom. By the commons this bill 
1, w'as rejected on the first reading, and one of attainder 
substituted, unless he should surrender himself for trial 
against a certain day. This, however, in its progress 
through the upper house, was by successive amendments 
converted into a hill of banishment, similar in its pro- 
^ visions to the former. The commons rejected the amend- 
7 ments ; conferences followed between the houses, and 
y * private meetings between the leaders of the parties ; the 
king’s friends, among whom, for reasons to be presently 
related, Shaftesbury now took a prominent part, offered 
to consent to additional severities, to the loss of the 

10 

* peerage, to the confiscation of property, to any thing 
except a trial on the charge of high treason ; but their 


* C. Journ March 24. L Journ xiii. 475. Pail. Hist. iv. 1115. Bur 
net, i) ]%. On the 10th of April the loids resolved that the preiions 
.i fusal to commit Danin should not be dinwn into piecedent. L. Journ. 510 
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adversaries were as eager to acquire, as the king was to Apnl 
conceal, the knowledge of the secret negotiations with 
France : the lords found themselves compelled to ac- 
quiesce, and, as soon as the bill had passed both houses, ir>. 
Danby surrendered himself to the black rod, and was 
committed to the Tower. A few days later he put in his 
answer, in which, having complained of the generality 
and uncertainty of the articles, he successively denied 
them all; and then, reciting at large the pardon granted 
to him by the king, pleaded it in bar of the impeach- 
ment, and m discharge of all the offences of which 
he was accused *. 

The eagerness with which the popular leaders hunted 
down this unfortunate minister did not cause them to 
relax in their pursuit of the supposed conspiracy. The 
t/wo houses still appeared to contend against each other 
in the race of orthodoxy and loyalty. Informers and 
arrests were multiplied ; (‘very prison in the metropolis 
was filled with the victims of perjury and suspicion; 
throughout the kingdom all catholics, not merely those 
of rank and influence, but artisans, sen ants, and la- 
bourers, were summoned to take the oaths, or give 
security for their behaviour ; every priest whom the 
officers could discover was committed to take his trial on 
the charge of high treason : and the king was harassed 
with addresses for rewards to informers t, for the ejection 
of papists from the inns of court, and for the removal 

• 1,. .Imirn 476 479 481 496,497 .">03. 509, 510. 513, 514 516 520.521 
537. (J. Join n. March 27 , Api) 1,7.8 12.14. Burnet, 11 . 11)/. Reiosht, 

84-86 

t In consequence nt repeated ad dt esses, Oates and Bedloe were not 
only lodged and 1 maided at the public charge, they also leceived lm^o 
sums ot money , Bedim*, in pailicul.n, tlie reward ol 500/. piomiscd lbi the 
discnveiv of the tnuideieis ol Gndlrey In 1 lie Appendix I shall give the 
hills of expenses deli' ere I in hy lliese men ; hy Oates on the 11 th, by 
Bedloe on the 15th ol Kehrinuy That b\ Oates amounted to 6 ,'H/ 12s Grf., 
that by Bedloe to 21 U When the leader has pciused them, he will be at 
a loss' which to udinue the most, the impudence ol these unpnstois. 01 the 
ciedul'tv of the men who condescended to be their dupes Oates dial gel 
the nation 50/ lot .1 pretended manuscript of the Alcxandune copy ot the 
Septuauint, which he alleged Hint he had given to the Jesuits 111 older to 
tun their confidence! See note (A). 
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from employment of all protestants who suffered any of 
their children to be educated in the catholic faith. Both 
houses again declared that there had existed, and did 
exist, a horrid and treasonable conspiracy, contrived by 
those of the popish religion, for the murdering of the 
king, the subverting of protcstantism, and the ruin of 
the ancient government of the kingdom ; and, the more 
to inflame the passions of the people, it was ordered that 
ibis vote should be prefixed to ihe public form of prayer 
appointed to be read on the day of the national fast. So 
general, indeed, was the infatuation, so violent were the 
antipathies of those who partook of it, that even the few 
who doubted or disbelieved the existence of the plot, con- 
cluded “ that it must of necessity be pursued as if it were 
true, whether it, were so or not : and that, without the 
king’s uniting with his people on this point, he would 
never grow into ease at home, or consideration abroad *. 

The articles of impeachment against the catholic peers 
in the Tower were at length forwarded by the hands of 
lord Russell to the house of lords. This instrument 
^L 11 charged them, that, in union v ltli cardinal Howard, the 
provincial of the Jesuits, and a number of persons, whose 
names were mentioned, they had conspired to imprison, 
depose, and murder the king, and to reduce the kingdom 
under the tyranny of the pope ; and that for this purpose 
they had employed persons to take lus majesty's life, 
had provided men and arms, had corresponded with other 
conspirators beyond the sea, had accepted commissions 
from the pope, had caused their priests to administer 
oaths of secrecy, and had incited their adherents to 
io. assassinate sir Edmondbury Godfrey. The lord Petre 
pleaded at once that he was not guilty ; the others that 
they could not be expected to answer a charge so general 
and uncertain, which specified neither the times when, 
nor the places where, the offences were supposed to be 
committed, and which consequently, by keeping them in 
ignorance, disabled them from providing witnesses, or 

* Temple, ii. 491. 
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preparing their defence. That there was much reason 
in this objection, can hardly be denied : but the com- 
mons pronounced it an evasion, and resolved to demand 
judgment against the four lords unless they put in a 
different answer. They deemed it prudent to yield, and, 
sawng to themselves the benefit of exception to the 
generality, uncertainty, and insufficiency of the articles, 
severally pleaded not guilty *. 

On the preceding day bad been tried, under a special -h 
commission, and at the request of the house of commons, 
Nathaniel Reading, a protestant banister, once secretary 
to Massaniello in the celebrated insurrection at Naples, 
but now practising the law m London. He was ac- 
quainted with Bedloe, had often given him the benefit of 
his advice, and occasionally supplied him with money. 

In Trinity term he had been employed in procuring the 
discharge on bail of several among the pusoners on 
account of the plot, and after the dissolution had been 
consulted on the same subject b\ nine of the lords in 
the Tower. In a private conversation between Reading 
and Bedloe it, was suggested (but from winch of the two 
the suggestion originated is uncertain) that, in considera- 
tion of an adequate rewaul, the ln/ornier might pare 
down the evidence which he had already given, so as to 
render it insufficient to convict the accused of tieasoti. 

For this purpose., Reading, with the concurrence of 
Bedloe, wrote out an amended form of testimony to 
be produced on the trial, took it with them to the Tower, 
and on Ins return delivered it to ins associate. But that 
associate had previously betrayed him to the committee 
of inquiry: witnesses hud been concealed to overhear 
their discourse, and the paper m lii» writing was in- 
stantly, but secretly, transferred to the custody of a third 
person +. The fact could not be denied * Reading sought 

* C. Journ App ,1 2.'i, L. Jourti. 500. 517- 521 5.‘15 542. 

t Tin* account is taken hom the eudence at tilt* tual , but. Heading, 
after lie had st<>wl in the pilloiy, presented a petition to the king, stating 
that he hull been employed by iledl.ie to draw up his pa i dons, that l»y tree 
conveisatton with hint lie uiacuveied nut only his piaclices against muo- 
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to extenuate the offence by protesting that the first pro- 
posal came from his accuser, and that he joined in it for 
no other purpose than to prevent the shedding of innocent 
blood. He was sentenced to stand in the pillory, to pay a 
fine of 1000/., and to suffer a year’s imprisonment. Much 
appeared on the trial to expose the prolligate character 
of Bedloe, but the punishment of the pillory disabled 
Reading from being afterwards produced as a witness to 
depose to his frauds and perjuries. Fortunately for 
the three lords, Powis, Stafford, and Petre, they had re- 
fused to send money, or to give any written promise to 
the informer : yet. in the public mind the conviction of 
Reading created a strong presumption against them, 
accompanied with a persuasion that the attempt must 
have proceeded from their consciousness <>*' guilt. It 
must he confessed that in ordinary times, when justice 
is fairly administered, such an influence is obvious ; but 
it is not warranted in cases where innocence can afford 
lo protection against the perjuries of witnesses and the 
prejudices of the court and jury. The accused foresaw 
that, if Bedloe were permitted to give his evidence, their 
lives would he sacrificed : it is no wonder, then, if they 
were willing to purchase Ins silence with money, the only 
object which he sought by becoming an informer *. 

Ever since the short prorogation the king had been 


cent men, but his design of accusing the queen, unit tli.il lie had inter dee 
to disclose it to tlie king, when, to prevent him. Hedloe and his iierompi i*s 
chm ged him falsely o( the ci.mc loi whuli lie lmu been condemned and 
■punished, which punishment lie might have escaped if he would have 
turned nilmmer against the inuo< eni . wherefore lie p raved that he might 
he admitted to piove t l ie said pi net ice of Hedloe and Ins eotif delates. 
June 4, 1(579 To this petition no answer was letmued T'lom a copy of 
the petition in the hand-writing of lord viscount Sta fluid, now in possession 
of lord SiufToid. 

* State Tiials, \n 2VJ — 310. In aiiswet to the questions put by Reading, 
Hedloe was compelled to at- know ledge that he had intended, and even 
made piepnintious, In hum the uty of \\ estmmstei ; hut that offence, lie 
nuu n tamed, was enveied 1>\ the King’s p.udon. He ronfessed also that he 
had Ixen guilty of peijmvon the trial ol Wlmhiead, in sweating that he 
knew nothing of consequent «■ against that je-mL, hut this he nttrihuted to 
the pel suasion ol Hi .idmg 'File fact was, he meant now to appear uh a 
witness at the second trn) ol W'hithieud, and invented tins answer as an 
excuse foi the con' rad ict ion which would then appear in his testimony, 
lbul 27b 291, 294. 296. 
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occupied in devising and arranging a most important 
change in the administration of t lie government. The 
exile of his brother and the disgrace of Dauby had left 
him 'without an adviser to whom he dared unbosom 
himself with freedom and confidence. He had sent for 
Temple from the Hague to succeed Co\ entry as secre- 
tary of state But Temple feared the responsibility of 
such an office in the excited state of the public mind, 
and suggested to the king to govern for the future with- 
out a prime minister, or cabinet councd, or committee 
for foreign affairs ; to dissolve the present council of 
state, consisting of fifty members, as being too numerous 
for secrecy 01 despatch ; to establish in its place a new 
council of thirty individuals, to whom all public affairs 
should be referred, and by whose opinion the proceed- 
ings of government should be regulated : to give a place 
in this council to fifteen officers of state in virtue of their 
respective employ menls ; to select the other fifteeii from 
the popular leaders in the two houses ; and to take care 
that the annual income of the thirty counsellors should 
amount to 300,000/, that it might bear some proportion 
to that of the house of commons, which was estimated 
at 400,000/. It was expected that the billowing benefits 
would be derived from this institution: 1. the deter- 
mined hostility of the popular party would in all proba- 
bility be neutralized by the infusion of their leaders into 
the new councd ; 2. m the event of a rupture between 
the house of commons and the court, the authority of 
the first would be balanced by the contrary authority of 
a body almost equal m point of property: for it was 
assumed as a political axiom that influence always 
accompanies property ; 3. and the king would be still 
secure of the ascendency in the council, because he 
might at, all times command the votes of the fifteen 
officers of state, w’lio depended on his pleasure for the 
possession of their respective employments *. 

When this had been determined with Temple, Charles 
* Temple, n. 493. 495 554. 
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called in tlie lord chancellor, the earl of Sunderland, who 
had succeeded Williamson as second secretary of state, 
and the earl of Essex, who by the interest of Monmouth 
had been placed at the head of the treasury. The first 
difficulty in the nomination of the new counsellors arose 
from the mention of lord Halifax. To him the king 
expressed the strongest dislike; nor was his consent 
extorted without repeated and most earnest, entreaties. 
Immediately, to their surprise, he himself proposed the 
lord Shaftesbury, alleging, as the reason, that Shaftes- 
bury had it in his power to be still more mischievous 
than Halifax ; and, when they objected that lie would 
never be content to sit down as one among thirty, 
replied that he should be president of the council'*'. 
Temple was silenced by the authority of th° king and 
the approbation of his three colleagues, and the new 
■Ap r, l council was instituted, containing, besides the officers of 
* state, two lords ironi each rank m the peerage, the 
dukes of Albemaile and Newcastle, the mai queues of 
Winchester and Worcester, the calls of Salisbury and 
Bridgewater, the viscounts Fnlronberg and Halifax, 
and the lords Robaites and Holies; and in addition 
to Temple himself the lords Russell and Cavendish, 
with Seymour, the late speaker, and Powle, from the 
21. house of commons t. Charles deemed the event of 
sufficient importance to announce it in a set speech to 
both houses of parliament. In the city and the coun*! \ 
the intelligence excited the most tumultuous joy, 
which was testified by bonfires, and the usual mani- 
festations of national triumph; and in Holland and 

• Temple doe* not attempt to account for this choice on the p;irt of the 
king: perhaps it may be explained by tbe n'rourk of James, that “he 
“thought to keep Mialfcslmij from «lom^ him hurt by keeping him in 
“ his service M J.imet, ( Meinoiis,, i 55S. 

t Set* tlieir names iu«l olhees in (’ouileuiiy’s Mem. of Temple, ii 3S. 
Of the officeis ol slate, Mi.ilie-.liui j piusitlcut ol the couueil, Monmouth 
m.i->lei ot the horse, Es s e\ fust loid ol the treason, uml Ins brother 
Cupel first lout ol ihe admu.ill\ belonged to the opposition, and of the 
ten peeis, if we may fudge horn the signal u es to the piotests in the 
journals, Winchester, Salihbuij, b'alcunbcig, lialitax and Ilolles. 
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Flanders it was hailed as the harbinger of a reconciliation 
between the king and his people, which would enable 
England to oppose an effectual barrier to the ambitious 
projects still attributed to the king of France. There 
were, however, many who looked on it with very dif- 
ferent feelings. The catholics anticipated the aggra- 
vation of their present miseries ; the most loyal of the 
old cavaliers believed that the king bad delivered him- 
self bound and gagged into the hands of Ins enemies, 
and the duke of York from Brussels foretold the 
downfall of the monarchy, or the horrors of a second 
civil war. But, what created universal surprise, was 
the air of sullen indifference with which the announce- 
ment w'as received by the house of commons. The other 
leaders thought themselves entitled to a seat in the new 
council as much as their colleagues. They declared that 
they did not understand the measure: it was probably 
an artifice of the court to lull them into a fatal security; 
it would be advisable to suspend their judgment till time 
had shown in what manner the new system would work. 
It soon appeared that Capet, Cavendish, and Powle, by 
their greater moderation, had forfeited ihe confidence of 
the house : lord Russell, who continued »u speak with his 
usual warmth, alone retained his former influence *. 

The alteration had certainly been wrung from the king 
by the necessity of his situation. But though he was 
prepared to make the most painful sacrifices for the pur- 
pose of appeasing the jealousies of ihe nation, he had re- 
solved to he, and to show that he would be, the master. 
One of tho first measures recommended by the new 
counsellors, was to weed out of office, and in particular 
out of the courts of law, and the commission of lieuten- 
ancy and the peace, all persons suspected of a secret 
leaning to popery. A new board of admiralty was 

* Temple, ii. 497. 556. C .Tnnrn App 21. I. Jonrn R30. Thiliymple, 
216, 217 “ Thu’ gre.it p.iti lots before >n the esteem ut both houses, most 

*' of thorn began to loose their creilit ui'li both , so tine it is. then* is no 
“ worn mg the court and cuunliy lnerv together.” lleresby, 89. Sydney’* 
Letteis, 16 50. 
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already appointed, four of the twelve judges were dis- 
placed, when Charles persuaded himself that the real 
object was to remove from power all the real friends of 
the crown. He took his seat at the board, called for the 
rolls, and, wherever he found the name of a “bad man 
to be removed," assigned in his favour some' reason so 
very ludicrous and inappropriate, as to convince the 
council that lie came theie not to argue the question, 
but to he obeyed. This policy succeeded ; and after a 
few meetings the attempt was abandoned*. 

The unexpected elevation of Shaftesbury had in- 
ci eased Ins power without mitigating Ins hostility. It 
was supposed by his adherents that he owed his good for- 
tune to the fa \ our of Monmouth, and that the counsels 
of Monmouth had now that weight with tl»e sovereign 
which report had formerly attributed to tho.se of the 
duke of York. Hence the agitator had little difficulty 
in persuading the popular party that Charles was not 
unwilling to concede the exclusion of Ins brother, hut 
that he would rather have it appear to be extorted from 
him by the importunity of the house, than to be offered 
\pril spontaneously by himself t. The plan of proceeding was 
2 U. arranged with Shaftesbury’s usual ingenuity. A report 
from one of the committees informed tlie house of a re- 
cent. attempt of the papists to burn the capital by setting 
fire to a press in one of the houses in Fetter-lane $. I" 
was immediately contended that these eternal enemies 

• Temple, 557. Ninth, ?7> ‘'He found *ome jocular reason to let him 
“ stand, as that hi* was a good cocker, undei stood hunting, kept a good 
" house, hud good chines of beef, or Kept good lox hounds, or some 
“ such indifferent matter that it was ridiculous to coutiadict or dispute 

*' upon.” 7 8 * 

f Templi, ii. 4?8 

j A sen ant maid confessed that she had been induced to set (ire to the 
press by one Stubbs, who had endeavoured to pervert her, and had pro- 
mised her a lew aid of 5/. Stubbs confessed that he had been hired by 
Giffoid, Ins conlessor, who said that it was no sin, and promised him 100/. 
reward out of the monies belonging lo the church, he added that two 
Inshnien were lo teed the. conflagration with (ire balls, that the English, 
lush, and French papists in London would form a large army, and that 
the king of Fiance hud sixty thousand meb lendy to land to tlieir assist- 
ance. C. Journ. App. 26. Tins absurd tale served its purpose for the 
moment, and wub then suffered to be forgotten. 
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of protestantism had not abandoned their flagitious de- 
signs, though so many of their agents had been convicted 
and executed ; that the life of the king was daily in the 
most imminent danger; and that his fall would be 
inevitably followed by the conflagiation of the city, the 
massacre of the orthodox inhabitants, and the ascend- 
ency of popery and arbitrary power. At the same time 
information was conveyed to the committee of secrecy, 
that several bodies of French troops had been ordered to 
march to the coast, to be placed under the command of 
the duke of York, for the purpose of making a descent 
in England ; and, when the minds of tlie members were 
sufficiently excited by these reports and harangues, votes 
were moved and carried to provide means for the secu- 
rity of the royal person and of the protectant religion ; 
to address the king for the revocation of nil licenses 
granted to papists to reside m the capital ; to order for 
execution Pickering, who had obtained a respite, and all 
priests who had been convicted of having exercised their 
functions within the realm ; to send by the lord Russell April 
to the house of lords for their concurrence a resolution 
that “the duke of York’s being a papist and the hope of 
“ his coming to the crown had given the greatest coun- 
“ tenance and encouragement to the conspiracies and 
“ designs of the papists:” and to prepare for the infor- 
mation of the house an abstract of all the evidence which 
tended in any manner to afi’ect that prince *. Charles, 
aware of the real object of these votes, thought it time 
to interfere, and to moderate by concession the violence 
of the party. He proposed in the council to enact that, 
in the eumt of a catholic succeeding to the throne, all 
presentations to church livings should be taken from 
him and vested in protestant trustees ; that the parlia- 
ment in existence at the time of the last king’s demise 
should continue to sit, or, if none were then sitting, the 

• Jum<»s, i. 546. Com. Journ. App, 26, 27- Pail Hist. iv. 1125. A)«j. 
Syduey’s Letters, 36. 
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latest parliament that sat should re-asscmble ; and that 
no judges, no members of the council, no lord-lieutenants 
or their deputies, and no officers of the navy should be 
appointed or displaced but by authonly of parliament. 
Shaftesbury declared against such expedients ; they were 
an attempt to bind Samson with withes; they were 
shackles from which any king might disengage himself 
April without difficulty. But the majority of his colleagues 
expressed their approbation, and the chancellor m the 
presence of the king laid the plan before the two 
houses*. The lords returned an address of thanks; 
the commons passed to the order of the day, and attended 
to the report of the committee, appointed to search for 
May evidence against the duke. It stated on the authority 
lb of Coleman's letters that lie had corresponded with the 
pope ; that Ins first communication was lost on the way : 
that the second drew tears of joy from the pontiff*; and 
that in the thud lie excused the consent which lie had 
given to the marriage of Ins daughter willi the protest- 
ant prince of Orange. Tins report provoked an order 
to prepare a bill for his exclusion from the English 
throne, and a vote that the members would stand by his 
majesty with their lives and fortunes, and “ if lie should 
come by a violent death, would revenge lus death to the 
utmost upon the papists t.” 

The bill of exclusion provided that, “whereas the 
emissaries, priests, and agents of the pope had seduced 
James duke of York to the communion of the church of 
Rome, and prevailed on linn to enter into negotiations 
with the pope and his nuncios, and to advance the 
power and greatness of the French king, to the end 
that by the descent of the crown upon a papist, and by 
foreign alhanc.es, they might be able to succeed in their 
wicked designs, the said James should be incapable of 

• Temple, ii. 501. .lames (Memoirs), 548 I,. Jo urn 547 C. Journ. 

App. 80. Temple joined Sliufiediury in the council, but on u diflerent 
ground: that, if such lest mints were imposed on a catholic kin^, they 
would never he bhaken off by his piotestu.nl successors. Temple, 5(r2, 

+ C. Jouin May 11. Rcresby, 8U. Sydney’s Letters, 65. 68. 
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inheriting the crowns of England and Ireland ; that, on 
the demise of his majesty without heirs of*his body, his 
dominions should devolve, as it the duke of York were 
also dead, on that person next in succession, who had 
always professed the protestant religion established by 
law; that if the duke of York, who was then in foreign 
parts, should ever return into these dominions, he should 
be, and was thereby attainted of high treason ; and that 
if any one, during the king’s life or aftoi wards, should 
aid or counsel the said duke, or should correspond with 
him either within or without the realm, or endeavour his 
return, or pronounce him the lawful heir, every such 
person so offending should be adjudged guilty of high 
treason *. 

In support of this measure it was argued, 1. that the 
legislative power residing in the parliament was entire 
and supreme, extending to all matters of policy, and un- 
controllable by former enactments : whence it followed 
that the present parliament was a* capable of revising, 
modifying, repealing laws, and consequently of regulat- 
ing the succession to the crown, as any preceding par- 
liament by which that succession had been established ; 

2. that the great end of government was the common 
welfare, and that it was therefore the duty of parliament 
to exclude the duke of York, if it could be shown that 
such exclusion was necessary to the safety of the nation; 

3. that the great inducement to the papists to attempt 
the assassination of the king, the conflagration of the 
capital, and the destruction of the protestant religion, was 
the knowledge that the duke was the next heir to the 
crown ; which inducement, and with it the dangers 
which it threatened, would by that bill be taken away ; 

4. that the preservation of the protestant religion, re- 
quired the exclusion of a prince who would deem himself 
bound m conscience to labour for its subversion ; 5. that 
he had in fact disabled himself; for the king by law was 

• Narrative of divers remarkable Proceedings in the last Sessions, u. 
20. London, 1679. 
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head of the church ; and the duke could not take upon 
himself to be that head, because ho professed to believe 
that the supremacy resided m the pope. 

The duke’s advocates replied, 1. that there were cer- 
tain fundamental laws, such as the law of Magna Cliarta, 
and the law of succession, which no parliament was 
competent to alter: 2. that the houses had no right to 
commit injustice : the crown was the inheritance of the 
duke ; it belonged to him as truly as the inheritance of 
an entailed estate belonged to the next in the entail ; 
that to deprive him of it was to punish ; and to punish 
without charge or trial was contrary to justice : X that 
the dangers to the protestant religion, anticipated from 
the government of the duke, were not necessarily con- 
nected with the succession, because they might be 
obviated by the adoption of the expedients which the 
king had suggested : 4. that the exclusion itself pre- 
sented dangers of a very formidable nature: the Scottish 
would not submit to the dictation of the English parlia- 
ment : James would still succeed to the crown of 
Scotland ; he was a brave and persevering prince ; he 
would undoubtedly claim his right by force of arms; he 
would find a strong party within the realm, and power- 
ful aid from without; and, if he were to obtain the 
crown by conquest, the protestant religion would be 
exposed to greater danger, than if he should succeed m 
the proper course, and under the limitations which had 
May been recommended from the throne *. The great strug- 
-I. gle between the parties was reserved for the second 
reading, preparatory to which the committee of secrecy 
made its report. Out of the immense mass of papers 
seized in consequence of the plot, sixty-four letters had 
been selected : extracts from these, or the substance of 

• 0. Journ. May 15, 21. lluinet, it 203. Uercsby, 90, 91. Pari. Hist. 
1131. 1136. “T»odi)s after tin* committal of the bill," srvb Reresby, 
“I was at the king's couchSa, and wondered to sec him quite cheerful 
“ amidst such an intricacy of troubles, but it was not in his nature to 
“ think or perplex hiniselt much about anything.” 95. 
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certain passages in them, were collected under separate 
heads ; and this collection was read to the house as 
satisfactory proof of the dangerous designs attributed to 
the duke. A division followed, and the bill was passed 
by a majority of seventy-nine *. 

This result cast a deep gloom over the cause of the 
duke of York : but his adversaries forfeited by their 
imprudence the benefit of their victory. They pursued 
too many objects at once ; they were embarrassed and 
retarded by the necessity of dividing their attention, 
which was incessantly called from the bill of exclusion 
to the impeachment of Danby and the catholic lords, 
and to the angry disputes which speedily grew out of 
those impeachments. 1. The commons, with the speaker 
at their head, proceeded in a body to the house of lords, 5/ 
and demanded judgment against the earl of Danby ; hut 6. 
the lords, on his petition, assigned to him a day to show 
with the aid of counsel the validity of his pardon, and 
the commons, in a moment of irritation, passed a vote, 9. 
that if any commoner, without the permission of their 
house, should speak in support of that pardon, he should 
be accounted a betrayer of the liberties of Englishmen. 

2. It was observed that, in all questions connected with 
the impeachment of Danby, the crown, with the aid of 
the prelates, could rely on a majority in the house of 
lords ; and to deprive it of that majority, the new doc- 
trine was set forth, that the bishops had no right to sit 
and vote on the trials of peers in capital cases. Its 
advocates maintained that the prelates, though lords of 
parliament, were not. the peers or equals of the temporal 
lords, for the following reasons : l. they sate in parliament 
only as the actual possessors of certain ecclesiastical 

* A copy was sent to the loids, and after wards the collection was pub- 
lished for the information of the people, under the title of “The Popish 
" Damnable Plot against our Religion and Liberties fahly laid open and 
“ discovered in the liieviats ot Threescore and Four Letteis, & c. i6S0.” 

To an 1 n 1 p 1 ut 1 . 1 l reader these bievints a ill not offer a shadow of proof, 
though men whose passions were already inflamed saw in them wnh tno 
aul of the accompanying comment, mncli that wore such an appe, nance. 

The numbers oil the division were 207 uud 128 Journals, May 21. 

VOL. XII. O 
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benefices : they did not come there by inheritance ; nei- 
ther could they transmit their scats to their descend- 
ants: 2. there was no instance of a bishop since the 
Reformation having been tried by the house of lords : 
all such trials had been by a jury of commoners : com- 
moners were then their peers, and of course they could 
not be the peers of the temporal lords; 3. it was ad- 
mitted that they never voted on judgment of death : 
now the final judgment often depends on the preliminary 
proceedings, whence it followed that they ought not to 
vote on such preliminary proceedings. It wus answered 
that m the ancient rolls of parliament, the spiritual lords 
were styled peers of the realm no less than the temporal 
lords : the only difference admitted between them was, 
that in one case the peerage was personal and trans- 
mitted by succession to the benefice, in the other 
hereditary and transmitted to the heirs of the body; 
and that if they had not voted in cases of blood, it was 
not because they had no right in law, but because in 
conformity with the canons of the church they had 
M.iy waived their claim. The lords decided that the bishops 
* 3, had a right “ to stay in court in capital cases, till judg- 
“ ment of death came to be pronounced that is, “ till 
14 the question of guilty or nut guilty were put.” That this 
decision was in strict accordance with the constitut : on, 
cannot be doubted ; but its propriety was questioned by 
the commons*; pamphlets of the most defamatory 
description were published, and the chief among the 
16. prelates expressed a wish to abandon the contest. When 
orders were given for the trial of the lords in the 
Tower, they asked leave to vvithdiaw after the usual 
protestation: but the king insisted that they should at 
least be present and vote at the trial of the validity of 
Danby’s pardon. His prerogative, he observed, was at 

• L Journ. 570. 572. It was in conformity with the eleventh of the 
ronctitiitions of Clarendon that the bishops, in virtue of their baronies, 
are bound to be present till “ sentence is about to be pronounced of life 
" oi limb.’’ 
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stake, and experience must have taught them that their 
interest was closely bound up with that of the sovereign ; 
the debasement of the crown would be quickly followed 
by that of the mitre. The commons persisted in de- 
manding that ttoe trial of the pardon should precede that 
of the five lords, and that the bishops should be excluded May 
from such trial; but their efforts were fruitless: the 2 3 . 
lords repeatedly adhered to their former vote *. • 

To the colleagues of Shaftesbury in the new council, 
even to those of his own party, it was evident that he 
sought through the agency of his adherents in the 
house of commons to create embarrassment and confu- 
sion, that he might compel the king to accede to his 
favourite measures, and place himself with Monmouth, 
whom he governed, at the head of the administration. He 
had now brought into play a new engine, the secret com- 
mittee of the house of commons, which in its endeavour 
to affix the charge of bribery and corruption on the late 
treasurer, had traced the annual payment of numerous 
sums under the denomination of the king’s bounty, and 
of secret service money, to several members of the late 
parliament. The intermediate agents were Bertie, an 
officer m the excise, and Fox, treasurer of the navy. J3 
The first refused to answer the committee without the 
royal permission ; the second, a member of the bouse, 
was ordered to proceed to Whitehall in the custody ol‘ 
three of his colleagues, and to bring back to the house 
his books, notes, and acquittances. But the king did 
not sit down tamely under the insult : they had come to 
search his palace without his permission, and the lord 
chamberlain by his order commanded them in courteous 
but peremptory language to withdraw without the ex- 
pected prize. On their return a list of the members of 
the last parliament was put into the hands of Fox : he 
was asked to which of those persons he had ever paid 
any sum of money, and he named seven ar.d-twent} 
individuals, many of whom immediately rose, and de- 

• C Jjourn. May 15. 26. L. Juurn 575.5/7 580. 564. 586,587.:>90 :»J4 

o 2 
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dared that their pensions had been granted to them in 
exchange for offices or beneficial interests which they 
May had resigned to the king. The house resumed the sub- 
21 ject the next morning, and, having ordered the attend- 
ance of witnesses, adjourned the debate for three days *. 

Enough had occurred to convince the king that con- 
cession served only to inflame the hopes, and embolden 
the efforts of Shaftesbury and his adherents. He already 
thought of a prorogation to prevent the prosecution rf 
this new inquiry, when he received advice that an ad- 
dress of thanks to the commons was circulated for sig- 
nature in the city, and that a remonstrance of a most 
inflammatory tendency was already prepared in one of 
the committees. His resolution was instantly formed : 
that the document might not be made public lie con- 
1 !7. coaled his purpose from the council ; and, sending unex- 
pectedly for the commons, prorogued the parliament for 
the term of ten weeks. It was a sudden and unforeseen 
stroke to the popular party. At first they stood mute 
with astonishment: in a few minutes they gave vent to 
their indignation, and Shaftesbury declared, before he 
left the house, that the advisers of the measure should 
pay for their presumption with their heads t. 

There remains, however, to be noticed, what has since 
proved the most important event of tins session. Th? 
writ of habeas corpus had been provided by the common 
law as a remedy against illegal imprisonment ; hut the 
benefits which it promised were gradually impaired ami 
reduced by the ingenuity of lawyers, and the oppression 
of men in power. The judges assumed the right of 
granting or refusing the writ at discretion ; the sheriffs 
and keepers invented pretexts to elude obedience ; and 
the privy council hesitated not to send an obnoxious 
individual into some of the king’s foreign dominions, 
and consequently beyond the jurisdiction of the courts. 
These abuses had been frequently exposed and lamented ; 

• C. Juurn May 23, 24. Pail. HUt. iv. 1 136-1 1 46. 
f L. Jouru. xui. 593. Temple, ii. 504. Rereuby, 96. 
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and in almost every session of parliament, after the 
administration of lord Clarendon, attempts to remove 
them had been made : but bill after bill was lost, fre- 
quently by the marked opposition of the court, frequently 
in consequence of dissensions between the houses, and 
of successive prorogations. If it passed in the last ses- 
sion, it is chiefly to the exertions of Shaftesbury that 
we are indebted for the benefit : a benefit so indispen- 
sable for the security of personal liberty, that it may be 
thought to atone for much that was unjust and disgrace- 
ful in the career of that celebrated statesman. Its suc- 
cess depended on the result of a conference between the 
two houses : they fortunately agreed ; and the king, 
who waited the return of the managers, gave the royal 
assent to the bill immediately before the prorogation. It 
made the granting of the writ, and the acceptance of 
hail for offences bailable by law, imperative on the chan- 
cellor and the judges even during the time of vacation ; 
it took away all pretexts of disobedience on the part, of 
officers holding persons in custody ; it provided for the 
speedy trial or discharge of prisoners committed for 
felony or treason ; and it abolished the practice of send- 
ing persons out of the country, and consequently out of 
the jurisdiction of the courts, by making such expatria- 
tion an offence subject to the most rigorous penalties, 
and rendering the offender incapable of receiving pardon 
from the sovereign. Si til (so powerful was the influ- 
ence of prejudice) care was taken to exclude all persons 
imprisoned in consequence of the plot from the benefit 
of the act, by limiting its operation to such commitments 
as should take place after the first day of the month of 
June *. 

But from England our attention is now called to 
Scotland, which was still the theatre of civil and reli- 
gious dissension. The covenanters, particularly in the 
western counties, continued to defy the authority of the 

• Purl. Hist iv. 661. 1148. Stat 31 Car. II. c. 2. By the 66 of Geo. 
III. tins act has been considerably improved. 
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law ; their obstinacy, partly through motives of interest, 
partly through attachment to the kirk, was counte- 
nanced and supported by the lords, who professed them- 
selves enemies to Lauderdale ; and the resistance of the 
people provoked the government to acts of vigour, 
which, if all that is related of them be true, betrayed 
an equal disregard both of the rights of the subject and 
the claims of humanity. Yet the historian who seeks 
to review these transactions with impartiality will ge- 
nerally find himself at a loss to determine what he 
ought to believe, and what to reject. On the one hand, 
the accusers are personal enemies, or men actuated by 
the wildest and most implacable fanaticism; on the 
other the trial of Mitchell disclosed, on the part of Lau- 
derdale and his associates, a scene of prevarication and 
depravity which inclines the mind to give credit, to what- 
ever may be alleged to their prejudice. Mitchell, the 
reader will recollect, was the man who made the attempt 
on the life of archbishop Sharp. For some years he 
wandered through Holland and England : at length he 
returned to Edinburgh, married, and rented a small 
shop underneath the very lodging of that prelate. It 
happened one day that the eyes of Sharp met those of 
Mitchell ; he thought that he recognised the features of 
the assassin; the object of his suspicion was appre- 
hended, and on the person of the prisoner were found a 
small sword, and a pistol loaded w'ilh three bullets. At 
first he denied the charge; hut having, in a private 
Jfi74 conference, received from Rothes, the chancellor, a 
Pel 1 , promise of life, he repeatedly acknowledged his guilt in 
presence of the council. When, however, he under- 
stood that it was still intended to punish him with the 
amputation of his hand and imprisonment for life, he 
revoked Ins confession ; and the council in return, by 
an act entered in their register, revoked their promise* *• . 


* “ He did altogether refuse to adhere to his said confessions, notwith- 
" a'andm;.' he was told . . . that if he would adhere, he should have the 

*• benefit ol' the said assurance, aud, if otherwa^s, he should lose tho 
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The lord advocate accordingly indicted the prisoner; 
but whether it was that he distrusted the force of his 
proofs, or that he yielded to the desire of Sharp, who 
refused to prosecute unto death, he deserted the diet, 
and Mitchell remained three years a prisoner in the 
Bass. In 1677 he was again summoned before the 
council, interrogated as to his participation in the rising 
on the Pentland lulls, and subjected to the torture of one 
leg in the boot *. He persisted in his refusal to answer, 
and was again remanded. But the archbishop had to 1677. 
fear for his life from the fanaticism of others as well as •^H 1 * 
of Mitchell. There were many, who believed that they 
had a clear call from God to execute the justice of the 
Lord on the traitor, who for so many years had wrung 
Ins hands in the blood of the saints; “ the Judas who 
“ sold the kirk of Christ for an annual rent of 50,000 F - 
“ marks t.” It nrobablv to mtunidate such reli- 
gionists tb 
to prosecn 


contession beiore the council could not he withdrawn, 
because it was not extrajudicial, and that if any promise 
were made to induce the accused to confess, that promise 
must be fulfilled, because the benefit of the contract 
was not to be taken without payment of the considera- 
tion. The jury found, on his confession, that he was lo. 
guilty of the otfence, and on the testimony of Lau- 
derdale, the archbishop, the lord chancellor, and Hatton, 
that no assurance of life had been given. Mitchell 
received judgment, and died, justifying the attempt for 16. 

" same. Therefore the lords commissioners .... do declare that they are 
" free, and that the stud Mr. James ought not to have the benefit of any 
" such promise or assurance * Act of Counc'l in State Trials, vi. 1259. 

* Tlie toiture of the boot is thus described in two original letters in my 
possession. Sunt ocre® h® equulei genus crudehssimum, quo tibi® homi- 
nis qui torquetur, aictissime restring uuntur, qnoadusque ad sanguinis et 

medullas enusionem. 30 Jul. 1611 Crucifmgiorum torture, qua, ossi- 

bus coufmctis, raedullam a plantu pedis exprimuor. 13 J an. 1615. 

f Kussoll, at the end of Kirktou, 415. 
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which he suffered, from the command of Moses to put 
to death the false piopliet, who should turn the people 
from the worship of the Lord God *. 

This execution, instead of diffusing a salutary terror, 
acted as a stimulus to revenge. It taught the people to 
look on the four lords, who gave evidence on the trial, 
not only as persecutors, but as false witnesses, who had 
not hesitated to perjure themselves, that they might 
shed the blood of their victim. It is, indeed, impossible 
to doubt that, a promise of life had been given. It was 
asserted by the sufferer with liis Iasi breatli ; it was 
recorded by lord Hatton in Ins private and confidential 
correspondence ; it stood enregistered among the acts of 
the council ; and yet the four lords positively swore that 
they knew nothing of any promise, or of any wairant 
for such promise. Did they by subtle and unmeaning 
evasions seek to silence their own consciences and im- 
pose on the good faith of the assize? Even on this 
hypothesis their conduct will deserve the execration of 
every honest man •!*. 

The boldness assumed by the covenanters in the west, 
and the success with which they had resisted every 
attempt to suppress their meetings, provoked the council 
lf,78 to adopt the most powerful means of reducing them to 
J.in. obedience. A committee of eleven persons was ap- 
Js - pointed to proceed to the refractory districts, accompanied 
bv two thousand men, partly regulars and partly militia: 
there they were joined by six thousand highlanders under 
their respective chieftains; and, to be ready in case of 
rebellion, an English force was drawn towards the 
borders, and an Irish force was stationed opposite the 
western coast of Scotland. The commissioners called 
before them and punished delinquents, apprehended sus- 
pected persons, disarmed all the inhabitants but noble- 

* State Trials, vi. 1207 1202 Funntninhall, note to Kirkton, 384.387. 
Wodruw, 373 512 514. 519 App. 195. 204. Ellis, Ong. Letters, series li. 
col iv. 49 55 Hornet, 11 . 125 132. 

* See State Tiiuls, 1258 1263. Hornet, ii. 299, note. 
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men, gentlemen of quality, and officers in the service of 
the crown, and summoned the heritors and feuars to 
subscribe bonds of conformity for themselves and their 
families. Multitudes, however, refused to obey: their 
contumacy was punished by an act of council requiring * 
the recusants to give law-burrows, or legal security for 
keeping the peace ; and, with a \ iew to enforce submis- 
sion, the troops were permitted to live at free-qu aiders, 
fines were imposed, property was distrained, and judg- 
ments of outlawry were published. The fierce and pre- 
datory habits of the highlanders had always been subjects 
of terror to the more civilised natives of the lowlands: 1 
but these formidable auxiliaries were soon dismissed ; Fu b. 
and in their place a permanent force of militia was dis- 
tributed in numerous small garrisons through the disaf- 
fected counties. For its support a convention of estates 'hdy 
granted an aid of 30,000/. sterling for Ihree years, to be 
levied by monthly assessments, aftc the plan originally 
introduced under the commonwealth ; and Lauderdale, 
having obtained the approbation of the king, exhorted 
the council to persevere m their exertions, and to subdue 
by force those whom they could not allure by con- 
ciliation *. 

The men of Fife on the eastern coast did not yield to 
their western brethren in attachment to the covenant: 
neither did they suffer less for their contumacy from the 
seventy of the council. Among them was James Rus- 
sell of Kettle, whose fanaticism had been inflamed by 
perseciftion, till he mistook the cravings of revenge for 
the “ outlettings of the spirit.” During a fortnight he 
spent much of his time in prayer; he felt that he was 
destined to render some extraordinary service to God; 
and he renewed his former engagements against papists 
and prelatists and all other enemies of Christ. Under 

• Kirklon, 385-393. Wodrow. 460 4G3. 466, 467. 528 App. 171 208. 
Unmet, li 134. It is remarked by the editor of Kirklon, that, notwith- 
standing nil I he complaints made of the conduct of the highlands s, not 
o/w WhiB lo«t his lilt- by them, Kirklon, 391. The only blood spilt was 
sp-dt by the covenanters. 
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1 H 79. the influence of these feelings he sought the company of 
A P rl * similar enthusiasts ; consultations were held to prevent 
j'g* the extinction of the gospel ; and it was declared a duty 
22. to put to death their chief adversaries, the archbishop of 
29. St. Andrews, and Carimchel, commissioner from the 
council, and commander of the forces. With this view 
nine of the brethren, having Hackstonc of Rathillet for 
their leader, undertook to surprise the latter while he 
^ was enjoying his favourite amusement of hunting : but 
a friendly voice admonished him of his danger, and by a 
timely flight he escaped from the field to his garrison in 
Cupar*. The saints were employed in lamenting the 
disappointment, when a boy, pointing to a carriage with 
six horses at a distance, cried out, “ there goes the 
“ bishop !” “ Truly,” they exclaimed, “ this is of God : 

“ the Lord has delivered the wretch into our hands ; we 
“ must not go backwards, but execute the justice of God.” 
“ Gentlemen,” said Rathillet, “ 1 am ready to venture 
“ all that I have for the interest of Christ : hut I will 
“ not lead you to this action ; fur I am the personal 
“ enemy of the bishop, and shall be accused of seeking 
“ revenge : but I will not prevent you from obeying the 
“ call of God, neither will I leave your company.” “ Then, 
“ sirs, follow me,” exclaimed John Balfour, a most 
desperate and barbarous enthusiast ; and instantly 
mounting their horses, they crossed Magus-muir, m 
pursuit of their victim +. 

Their approach was soon announced to the prelate, 
who, turning to his daughter Isabel, his only companion, 
said, “ the Lord have mercy on me, my dear child, for I 
** am gone.” The coachman lashed his horses to their 
utmost speed : but the ruffians overtook them, discharged 
their pistols into the carriage, wounded the postillion, 

* It is deponed also that at parting, when one of them kissed ** Rob. 
" Blacks wife” (the meeting was in their house), " she prayed that God 
” might bless and prosper them, and added those words, if Long Leslie (the 
“ minister ut Ceres) be with him, lay him on the green also: to which the 
" ruffian ausweied, lioldaig up his hand, There is the hand that shall do 
* it.” Russ. 413 note. 

t See Russell’s own account at the end of Kirkton. 403—410, 
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and cut the traces. Sharp had received but a slight 
injury from the shot ; and Russell at the door cried to 
him, “ Judas, come forth.*’ A short parley ensued. The 
prelate declared that he had wronged no man ; he offered 
them money, and promised them a pardon : they replied, 
that they bore him no private malice, but, God had im- 
posed on them a duty which they dared not transgress ; 
Ins time was come ; he must make himself ready for 
death, judgment, and eternity. His daughter alighted 
with him ; both fell on their knees, and the archbishop 
most piteously begged for mercy , if not for himself, at 
least for his poor child. Guillon, one of the number, 
but the meanest among them, was moved with pity : he 
cried, “ spare those gray hairs,” and solicited, but in 
vain, the interposition of Rathillet, who stood near, 
rnufiled in Ins cloak. Isabel was in no danger except 
from her efforts to save her father : the prelate offered 
his hand to one of the ruffians, who with a blow of his 
sword nearly severed it from the arm ; and Balfour aimed 
a stroke at Ins head, which, though parti v broken by the 
hat, inflicted a severe uound along the cheek. He fell 
on his face, and lay apparently dead : but, his daughter 
incautiously remarking that life was in him still, the 
words caught the ears of Russell, who was employed in 
rifling the carriage. The assassin immediately returned 
to the body, hacked the scull into fragments, and ordered 
the servants to take away their priest, and convey lnm to 
his home*. It might have been expected that the per- 
petrators of the bloody deed would flee from the vengeance 
of the law: but they only withdrew to a neighbouring 
cottage, where they devoted several hours to prayer, first 
in common, and afterwards separately, and m pmate. 
They felt no fear, no compunction ; their minds were 


• See tlip several accounts of this murder by authority, by the actors, 
by Russell, and by the archbishop's brother, in Wodrow.ii 2*, 29, HO, 3L 
App. 8. Russell, 416, aud 419—422, note, 483. Ralph, 458, note. " One 
of these hellish rascals cut my sister in the thumb, when she hud him 
“ b\ the bridal, begging liei father's life." Letter from William Sharp, 
May 10. 
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composed, their hearts enlarged ; they blessed their God, 
that his hoi) Spirit had led them stop by step to the ac- 
complishment of this glorious work, and solicited liis 
grace and strength, that they might, if it were necessary, 
seal its truth with their blood, as became valiant soldiers 
of Christ. Nor were their prayers poured forth in vain : 
Danziel heard a supernatural voice saying, “ Well done, 
“ good and faithful servants ! * and from that moment 
till the hour of his death (it happened in the course of 
the month) the soul of the enthusiast was rapt in a 
transport of joy *. 

May To discover the assassins the council offered the most 
-}• tempting rewards, and compelled all the inhabitants of 
Fife to compear on stated da) s, and clear themselves 
30 * before their respective presbyteries. But the men 
whom they sought, had wound their way by a circuitous 
route into the west, and at Glasgow their leaders met 
2(1. Hamilton, Cargill and Spreul. The two last were minis- 
ters of the most rigid notions and most daring fanati- 
cism ; Hamilton was a young man of* family, who had 
repeatedly exhorted his brethren to draw the sword in 
support of the gospel of Christ. According to appoint- 
ment, on the 29th of May, the anniversary of the king’s 
29. restoration, they entered, to the number of sixty men in 
arms and on horseback, the little burgh of Ruthergb*n 
and extinguished the bonfires kindled in honour of the 
day. A sermon and prayer followed ; the several acts of 
parliament subversive of the liberties of the kirk were 
read by Hamilton, and committed with much solemnity 
to the flames ; and the copy of a declaration or testimony 
against them was left affixed to the cross in the market 
place +. 

June On the following Sunday they held a field conventicle 
at Hairlaw, but the exercises of the day were interrupted 
by the approach of the celebrated Graham ofClaverhouse 
with three troops of cavalry. The covenanters hastened 


• I repeat almost the veiy words of Russel! himself, 422. 426. 
f Wodrow, ii. 41 Russell, 4.1J. 439. 
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to meet him at Drumolog, where a narrow slip of swampy 
ground divided the two parties. The dragoons, in then- 
attempt to pass, fell into confusion : their opponents 
charged them with halberts and pitchforks ; and Gra- 
ham was compelled to make a precipitate retreat upon 
Glasgow. Of the military thirty men perished in the 
action, besides one, a prisoner, slain in cold blood by 
order of Hamilton, who had forbidden his followers to ask, 
or to give quarter. The conquerors lamented the loss of 
six of their brethren, but, of no one with more sincere 
regret than of Danziel, the murderer, who cheered his 
last moments with the assured hope of an everlasting 
reward *. 

At Ruthcrglen the fanatics had thrown down the June 
gauntlet of defiance ; at Drumclog they had won the 2. 
laurels of victory. By most men it was believed that the 
conllagration would rapidly spread to every quarter of 
the western counties. But no plan of operations had 
been arranged, and the leaders despised the counsels of 
worldly wisdom. God liad called on them for their 
testimony against the enemies of the kirk. They had 
given it, and cheerfully left the consequences to him, 
who was able to save with a few as well as with many. 
Though the council, uncertain of the extent of the 
danger, had withdrawn the military towards Edinburgh, 
the insurgents moved not to any distance from Glasgow. 
Volunteers, indeed, continued to arrive, for many thought 
it a sin to remain idle at home, while their brethren 
ventured their lives in the field : hut the accession of 
numbers added only to their weakness ; the new comers 
differed in religious opinion from the victors at Drum- 
clog ; the time, instead of being devoted to preparations 
for the approaching contest, was consumed in useless 
but irritating controversy ; and both ministers and 


* Wodrow, n. 46. Russell, 441—446. " Russell speired and said, Dear 
1 brother Will, ye many times told me ye was sure enough of heaven ; 
“ have ye any doubts now ? lie scarcely could speak, but Huid, No doubts, 
“ but lully assured— fully assured." Ibid, 545. 
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leaders spent day after day in discussing tlie obligations 
of the covenant, the lawfulness of the indulgence, and the 
grounds on which it was proper to rest the justice of 
their cause. Never was insurrection so rashly com- 
menced, or so weakly conducted *. 

Jui e In the meanwhile the duke of Monmouth, after many 
16. objections made in council, arrived from London to take 
the command of the royal forces, and encamped with 
5,000 men on Bothwell-muir within two miles of the 
2 J. enemy. An attempt to negotiate was made by the more 
moderate among the covenanters. Hamilton would con- 
sent to no message unless its object wore “ to represent 
“ to the duke the king’s, his own, and his associates’ 
“ rebellion against God, and to desire him to lay down 
22. “ the weapons which he had taken up against the Lord 
“ and his people : ” hut a less offensive petition was 
composed by Welsh the minister, and presented by Hume 
and Murdoch, who received for answer that no proposals 
could be accepted from rebels in arms ; if they wouid 
submit, they might expect merev ; but that one half 
hour only would be allowed for their final determination. 

It seems to have been the object of Monmouth to 
spare the insurgents, whether he had received such in- 
structions from the king, or followed the advice of his 
political friends, who certainly at a later period, perhaps 
even now, looked for aid from the discontented in Scot- 
land. He refused to pass the Clyde by the ford at the 
foot of the Aven, where no guards had been placed, and 
whence he might have charged the enemy in the rear ; 
nor did he attempt to cross by Bothwell bridge, till some 
hours after its defence had been abandoned by Rathillet 
through want, as it is said, of ammunition. The cove- 
nanters, drawn up on a neighbouring eminence, still 
continued to consume their time in theological contro- 
versy. but a discharge of cannon, which killed fifteen 
men, warned them of their danger ; instantly they 


R-.i5Sfll.448 4.)3— 456. 
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turned their backs to flee ; above four hundred fell 
during the pursuit, and twelve hundred yielded them- 
selves prisoners of war, of whom, those who promised to 
live peaceably, were set at liberty : the others, about 
two hundred and seventy, were transported as slaves 
across the Atlantic. Rathillet with the men of Fife 
returned to their own county, w hence after many perilous 
adventures most of them escaped by sea to Holland* . 

In England the fanaticism and adventures of the 
Scottish insurgents excited but little sensation. The 
attention of the public was absorbed by subjects of more 
immediate and commanding interest, the investigation 
of the pretended plot, and the punishment of the sup- 
posed conspirators. By order of the council, the two June 
jesuits Whitbread and Fenwick, who on their former 13 
trial had been illegally remanded to prison, were placed 
at the bar with three others, Harcourt, G avan, and 
Turner ; and against them was marshalled a host of 
formidable witnesses, Oates, Bedloe, Prance, and Dug- 
dale, once steward to loul Aston, and now, on his dis- 
missal from the service of that nobleman, a subordinate 
informer. Oates, indeed, could only repeat with a few 
embellishments bis former story ; but Bedloe felt him- 
self at liberty to make additional disclosures ; better 
cheer and more indulgent treatment bad wonderfully 
improved the memory of Prance ; and the situation 
which Dugdale held in the family of lord Aston was sup- 
posed to have supplied him with much secret and valu- 
able information. The prisoners rested their defence 
chietiy on the utter worthlessness of their accusers, par- 
ticularly of Bedloe and Oates. 1. Against the first they 
urged that, according to his own showing, he must have 
perjured himself on Whitbread's former trial; nor did 
he attempt to deny the charge, but pleaded in excuse 


* Russell, 465—482. Wodrovr, ii. 62— 67 . Sydney’s Letters, 95— 99. 
The “ Exact Relation published by authority" differs in several particu- 
lni« irnru (lie preceding authorities See also 11 A Historj of the Ren 
couulei at Drunielog,” &c. by W. Alton, 1S21. 
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that his prevarication at the tune was necessary for the 
success of his intrigue with Reading; and this plea, as 
far as appears from the printed copy of the proceedings, 
was admitted as satisfactory by the court and jury. 2. 
They met the testimony of Oates by pointing out its 
variance in several points from his former depositions 
before the council, the two houses of parliament, and at 
the preceding trials in the court of King’s bench : but 
the judges answered that they had not those depositions 
before them ; the prisoners might have indicted him for 
perjury; and if they had omitted to do so, must abide 
by the consequences of such omission. 3. In answer to 
his assertion that on the 24th of April he had waited oil 
the accused at their treasonable consult in London, they 
produced sixteen young men who deposed that they dined 
on that day in the same room with him at St,. Omer, and 
that during the four preceding and the two following 
months he was never more than twenty-four hours absent 
from the college. To rebut this powerful attack oil his 
veracity, Oates had provided six witnesses to swear that 
in the month of May they had at different times seen him 
in London, or some one like, or who bore his name * ; 
and it, was argued that in judging of contradictory 
evidence more credit was due to men who were pro- 
testants, who spoke upon oath, and who were hound to 
deliver the truth, than to papists, unsworn, and accus- 
tomed, so it was pretended, to obtain dispensations for 
the utterance of falsehood. 4. Again he had given the 
names of three persons, in whose company he crossed the 
sea to come to England. Of these, one deposed in open 
court that he never saw Oates during the voyage, and the 
servants of the other two, that their respective masters 
had not on any occasion in the months of April and May 
been a day absent from their places of abode on the con- 
tinent. But the minds of men were still too highly ex- 
cited to give due weight to such testimony : the voice of 

• Oo tl»e credibility of these fix witnesses, see North, 239. 240 ; and 
State Trial* x. 1189. 
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reason and innocence was stifled by passion and preju- 
dice ; the chief justice delivered his charge with his 
usual partiality, and the jury without hesitation returned 
a verdict of guilty *. 

The next evening the place of these unfortunate men 
was occupied by Langhorne, the celebrated catholic 
lawyer. His case presented an instance oi extraordinary 
hardship. He had been committed to Newgate without 
any previous examination before a magistrate or the 
council; and, until the week preceding his trial, had 
been kept in solitary confinement, and in complete 
ignorance of every passing event : yet he was now called 
upon to plead for his life without any other knowledge 
of the facts to he charged against him in evidence, than 
what he could hastily collect from the printed narratives, 
and the reports of his friends. The moment he appeared, June 
the crowd received him with hooting and hisses; his hi 
witnesses were abused, beaten, and intimidated; 1ns 
objections to the credibility of the informers, and hw 
remarks on the inconsistency of their evidence, were 
overruled by the court; and when the foreman ol the 
jury pronounced the verdict of guilty, it was leeened by 
the audience with loud and repeated cheers. The other 
five were then ranged at the side of Langhorne; Jeffreys 
the recorder, pronounced on them judgment of death, 
and the hall resounded a second time with the acclama- 
tions of the spectators f. 

The jesu its were the first, who suffered. They were 
already tied to the gallows, and expected each moment 

* Slate Tunis, vii. 31 1 — 418. Unmet, li. 216. 

f State Trials, vn 417—490. Bui net. u 218 In the life of lord l i ml 
loid we tuhl in defence of tin* judges, " that the prejudice was so uni- 
“ ver«>nl and so strong tli.it. if an apostle had spoken against it, no impies- 
” sion would hate taken place, mu had it done the prisoner*, any set vice 
" but on the other side not only the nibble, hut e\cn the paiJj.iment itself, 

'■ had flounced at it. which coiisideiation turned the scales of tlieii dis 
“ action, and made those judges let a vessel diive which they could not 
“ sl op. and leseive themselves fui lauer oppoi tunnies Again they said 
" t y '»t not they but the jmy were judges ol the fact, and therefoic they 
“ allowed Seioggs to do as he pleased." (Vol i. 327 .) The falsehood ol 
these pretences was plowed by the next trial Scroggs behaved with 
moderation, and the accused were acquitted 
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t0 b e launched into eternity, when their attention was 
awakened by cries of “ a pardon, a pardon.” A horse- 
man rode up at full speed, and delivered to the sheriff a 
paper which proved to be a pardon on condition that 
“ they should acknowledge the conspiracy, and lay open 
“ what they knew thereof.” With thanks to the king 
they replied, that it was not in their power to fulfil the 
condition, because they could not disclose that of which 
the) possessed no knowledge. The piety which they dis- 
played, and the composure witn which they resigned 
themselves to their fate, gave additional weight to this 
their last declaration *. 

Other arts were employed to shake the constancy of 
Langhorne. He received an offer of pardon, first, if he 
would confess himself guilty, and then, if he would make 
a discovery of the property of the jesuits, witii which he 
had become acquainted in his professional capacity, To 
the last proposal he assented; his books were restored 
to lnm ; and from them lie extracted a statement, which 
was forwarded to the king. It is probable that the 
amount, a sum between 20 , 000 /. and 30 , 000 /. fell short 
of expectation. In a personal interview Shaftesbury 
informed him that this discovery was not thought of 
sufficient importance to redeem his life; lie must in 
addition disclose the particulars of the plot, and in return 
lor that disclosure he should receive any reward which 
July he might ask. The honest) of Langhorne withstood t! e 
*'l. temptation, and he suffered the punishment of a traitor, 
assorting like the others his total ignorance of the con- 
spiracy t. 

• State Tu.ils, 490 — 451. 11m net, 11 . 217- Cliallonei, u 404, Three 
other Jesuits, Mho, Nevil, and Bedingficld, died in prison; a fourth 
Jewison, pejished m consequence of the injuiy which lie leceived from the 
violence of the pursuivants. 

t State Tiuls, vn 501—530. Burnet, u. 218 Oates and Bedloe after- 
wards charged the chief justice Scions hetme the council with having 
huh! nl the assizes at Monmouth “ that he did believe m his conscience 
1 that Richard Langhorne, whom he condemned, died wrongfully, to the 
“ great dispaiHgemeiit," &e. Scroggs replied, that lie wasmoie unsatis- 
fied about Mr. L.inglioi lie’s case than all the rest, the moie so that he was 
credibly informed that partot Bedloe’ s evidence, about Langhorne s writ 
iug iu his presence, could nul possiblv be true. State Trials, vm. 172, i7J, 
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Still the thirst for blood was not satisfied ; and four 
other prisoners, sir George Wakeman the queen’s physi- 
cian, and Corker, Marshall, and Ruinby, Benedictine 
monks, received notice of trial. They came, however, to 
the bar under more favourable circumstances than those 
who had preceded them. The testimony of the witnesses 
from St. Omer, and the protestations of the victims who 
had suffered, had shaken the credit of the plot ; and 
even the chief justice himself had at last resolved to act 
the part of an indifferent judge. To the statement of July 
the informers they opposed so many objections, drawn Im- 
parity from the improbability of the information itself, 
partly from the contradictions with which it teemed, 
that both Oates and Bedloe, from being accusers, were 
reduced to the necessity of defending themselves from 
the imputation of perjury. The chief burthen lay upon 
the former, who displayed considerable ingenuity in the 
manner of qualifying his evidence, so as to elude the 
objections of his adversaries. Though his vexation 
occasionally betrayed itself in passionate and irreverent 
expressions, lie maintained the contest without Hi null- 
ing, and in a tone of conscious supenonty, till he was 
unexpectedly confronted with sir Philip Lloyd, clerk of 
the council, who deposed that, when the lord chancellor 
asked Oates if he knew anything personally of sir George 
Wakeman, he raised his hands to he:i\en, and protested 
before God that he did not; and yet that very morning 
lie had charged him with several overt acts of treason, 
committed, as he said, in his own presence. This was 
a blow which he could not parry : feigning indisposition, 
he asked leave to withdraw, and the jury acquitted all 
the prisoners *. 

To the patrons of the plot, who were preparing for the 
trial of the lords in the Tower, such a result was as 
embarrassing as it had been unexpected. It became 
necessary not only to support the credit of the informers, 
but also to prevent the persons acquitted of coming for- 

• State TikiIs, mi 5‘il— OB/. 
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ward to convict them of perjury. To effect the first of 
these objects,, the chief justice was charged with manifest 
partiality m favour of the prisoners, and reports were 
circulated that he had received a valuable bribe from 
their friends; the second was accomplished by inducing 
Wakeman, through the menace of a second prosecution, 
to withdraw 7 beyond the sea, and by committing the 
three monks to Newgate under a new charge of high 
tioason, for having received orders in the church of 
Rome *. 

But the men accused of a participation in the plot 
were not the only \ictims sacrificed to the delusion of 
the people. It seemed as if there existed a design of 
wholly extirpating the catholic religion. Rewards were 
offered by proclamation of 10/. for the discovery of am 
papist or reputed papist within any one of the royal 
residences, of 50/. for the discovery of money or lands 
belonging to any pnest, chapel, college, or religious 
order, and of 100/. for the discovery of any priest or 
jesmt; the magistrates received authority to visit and 
search the palace of St. James’s at any tune, and that of 
Somerset-house, whenever the queen should be absent; 
the judges were empowered to rewind at their discretion 
the prosecutors of popish recusants out of the forfeitures 
of the sufferers, and lists of the catholics or suspected 
catholics in each county, which had previously been 
furnished to tne committee of the house of cora.m ns, 
were delivered to commissioners with orders to tender 
to all such persons the oaths of allegiance and su- 
premacy. Their zeal and cupidity were stimulated by 
reward, and the time of the judges during the circuit 
was chiefly employed in the prosecution of catholic 
priests or recii-ants. The latter paid the line of ‘20/. 
per month lor absence from church, or forfeited two- 
thirds of their estates to the king : of the former twenty- 

* Stale Tunis, vu. 702 Noith. IH5 Oaten and IIimIIop declared that 
they would nevei niou* mve evuleucu in ati\ comt iu which Neiog^h jue- 
mded, and oxlubited ai tides agaiu-t him before the council. Echard, yb8 
The arlicleb are in State Trialb, viu. 103— 1J4. 
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four received sentence of death for the exercise of their 
functions. Most of thorn after condemnation were sent 
to London to undergo the ordeal of a private examina- 
tion before Shaftesbury, and lus assistants Oates, Bcdloe, 
and Dugdale. But their innocence was proof against 
the influence of threats and promises. Not one admit- 
ted any knowledge of the supposed conspiracy ; not one 
could be seduced to lend lus aid to the informers. The 
house of commons grew impatient under the delay . 
several of the members called aloud for their bloud ; 
and an address was presented to the king soliciting then- 
immediate execution. The council remanded them to 
their former prisons : and having granted reprieves to 
some, abandoned the remainder to their fate. Pleasing- 
ton suffered at Chester, Evans and Lloyd at Cardiff, 
Lewis at Usk, Postgate at York, Mahony at Ruthin, 
Johnson at Worcester, and Kemble at Hereford. Of 
these, two had passed their eightieth year*. 

In the council the ambition of the popular leaders had 
divided them into opposite parties. Shaftesbury, though 
aware of the king’s aversion, still cherished the hope of 
acquiring the ascendency through the influence of his 
disciple the duke of Monmouth, who had returned from 
Ins Scottish expedition, proud of his success against the 
insurgents, and of the title of highness with which he 
was addressed by his flatterers. But he saw that he had 
to contend with two powerful adversaries, Essex and 
Halifax ; to their advice he attributed the late proroga- 
tion; nor did he hesitate to threaten them with the 
vengeance of parliament m the next session. At first 
they sought to mollify his resentment by admitting him 

• C Journ A|»vil 27, Mav 22. L Journ. xni 5H7 Stall* Trials, vu. 
715 726. 740 811 Kennel, 3WU, 381 391 Challonei, u. 411— 449 James, 
1 . 500 . “ l thought the execution ol the quests wholly unjust, without 
giving them public w suiting bv piot_laniution to he gone, or to expect 
" the penalties oi the law w lLhiu mich a time, since the connuaiiet had 
'* lasted now through llnee kings’ icigiis upon this point lord Fan tax 
*' and I had ho sharp u debate Unit he told me, if I would not coucm in 
** points w Inch weie so necessity lor the people’s satisfaction, he would 
tell eveiy body I was a papist , nflirnnug that the plot niu-t be handled 
as it it weie true, whether it w us so ot uo.” 'Temple, u. 506. 
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and Monmouth to their secret meetings ; but there was 
no trusting to his friendship, and they knew that his 
power in the house of commons was irresistible. They 
consulted Sunderland and Temple, and it was resolved 
to suggest the expediency of a dissolution. The advice 
met with the approbation of the king, who was well 
acquainted with Shaftesbury's intrigues, and with his 
intention of bringing forward new charges against the 
July queen and the duke of York*. For the sake of form 
10* the question was proposed in the council : but by some 
mismanagement the “king's friends’’ had not been 
apprised of the royal wish, and a decided majority had 
already pronounced against the measure, when Charles, 
taking advantage of an expression dropped by Temple, 
suddenly turned to the chancellor, and ordered him to 
prepare a proclamation for the dissolution of the pre- 
sent, and the calling of another parliament. This act of 
vigour struck his adherents with surprise : it threw the 
lords Shaftesbury and Russell into a paroxysm of 
“ rage +.*' 

In the mean while the duke of York bore with impa- 
tience his exile at Brussels. His dearest interests were 
► at stake ; and yet, instead of being on the spot to oppose 
the intrigues of Ins enemies, he was detained in a foreign 
land, and compelled to trust to the promises of a brother, 
whose easy wavering disposition had so frequertlv 
yielded to the united and reiterated efforts of his oppo- 
nents. It was true that Essex and Halifax, the most 
influential of the ro>al advisers, professed themselves his 
friends: but their conversion was very recent, and they 
were friends only after a certain fashion : that is, as far 
as might suit their personal interests. They exhorted 

• Monmouth's cook had made oath that he heard a person desire 
Antonio, sen ant to the quiM-ii's, confessor, to take caie of the lout Irish- 
men, w ho were to do the business. Anlouio was aecnrdinirly committed 
fur high treason Moieover.a Vi nctmn mei chant a^seited that bit Henry 
Tichbouine owned to him, that the object ol his journey to Home was to 
prosecute, by order of the duke, the design mentioned in the letters of 
cardinal Howard James (Memoirs), i. 561. 
f Temple, n. 609—512. 
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the king to maintain the duke’s right to the succession, 
because they knew that the success of Monmouth would 
infallibly lead to their own disgrace : but they sought to 
avoid the appearance of advocating the duke's cause, 
because they feared to share with him the dislike of the 
people. On every favourable occasion, at the proroga- 
tion, on the acquittal of Wakeman, at the dissolution of 
parliament, James renewed his solicitations for leave to 
return: but he received invariably the same answer, 
that the time was not yet come ; that his presence would 
probably lead to insurrection ; that he must wait till the 
public excitement, raised by the plot, had subsided. 

“ Indeed," said Charles m one of Ins letters, “ I should 
“ be very unwilling to have a question brought upon the 
“ stage, whether or no you should be secured, and you 
“ at the same time present, considering how easy it is to 
“ have false witnesses, till Oates and Bedloe have their 
“ due*.” 

It chanced, however, that in August the king was 
confined to his bed by a violent fever. Monmouth was 
then at court m the zenith of his popularity : he held the 
office of commander-in-chief; and he had the face to 22. 
solicit from the sick monarch an order for the duke of 
York not to remove from Brussels. His object under 
these circumstances could not be misunderstood. Essex 
and Halifax met Sunderland, H)de, and Godolphin at 
the lodgings of the duchess of Portsmouth ; and Charles r\ 
by their advice despatched a message to James to return 
to England, but on condition that he should come on his 
own responsibility, and should go back to Brussels after 
the king’s recovery. The duke lost not a moment : he 29. 
travelled under a feigned name, reached Windsor in 
disguise, and was the first to announce Ins arrival to Ins 1 1 . 
brother. Charles, who was now in a state of convales- 
cence, received lmn most affectionately, and the courtiers 
crowded round to offer their congratulations. Mon- 
mouth alone appeared awkward and embarrassed. On 
* .l.imes (Mrinojrs), i 556, 557. 559 561,562. 
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the suggestion of Shaftesbury he rejected the proposal 
of a reconciliation with Ins uncle, and occasionally 
dropped menaces of vengeance against those counsellors 
who had advised the recall of the duke. By them, 
to save their popularity, it had been determined that 
James should immediately go back to Brussels; but at 
the same time the threats of Monmouth induced them 
to think of securing themselves from Ins resentment. 
For this purpose they called the attention of the king to 
t he hard case of his brother, the presumptive heir to the 
crown, compelled to live m banishment without office or 
lutiuence, while Ins intended competitor, who had no 
other claim than the interest of a factious part}, resided 
m the capital, held the command of the army, and was 
always ready to seize, as opportunity might offer, the ob- 
ject of his ambition. Chailes acknowledged the justice 
Sept of the suggestion ; and, sending for Monmouth, told him 
that circumstances required him to resign his office of 
lord general, and to withdraw for a season to the conti- 
nent. The young man betrayed in his answer a pettisli- 
ness of disposition, and a feeling of disrespect, winch 
offended the pride though it did not extinguish the 
affection, of his father but in the evening he met 
Shaftesbury, Montague, and the leaders of Ins party, 
who advised him to obey ; for his banishment would 
raise him to the dignity of a martyr in the eyes of the 
people, and the parliament would not fail to demand 
justice for a prince, whose only crime was Ins attacli- 
ment to the religion and liberties ofhis country *. With 
reluctance he yielded to their authority, and repaired to 
Holland, where he was coldly received by the prince of 
Orange, whose claim to the crown m the event of the 
exclusion of James, taught him to look upon Monmouth 
m the light of a rival. After dinner they walked to- 
gether in the garden. Monmouth showed the prince a 
letter from the king promising that the time ofhis exile 

• .Tames (Memoirs'), 1. 56G 570 Temple, it 513. 518. Burnet, ii 132. 
Dalrymple, 247. 249. 
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should be short, attributed his disgrace not to the jea- 
lousy of the duke of York, but to the arts of the duchess 
of Portsmouth, and of Essex, Halifax, and Sunderland, 
and solemnly declared that he never had cherished, never 
would cherish a thought of aspiring to the crown. 

They parted with mutual protestations of friendship, 
to which it is probable that neither gave the smallest 
credit *. 

It was evident that considerable inconvenience might 
arise if, at the king’s death, the heir to the crown were 
resident in a foreign country, and under the control of a 
foreign prince. This was lepresented with so much 
force by secretary Coventry, that the duke received per- 
mission to exchange the place of his exile for the capital 
of Scotland, lie returned to Brussels, for the ostensi- 
ble purpose of conducting his wife and family to Edin- 
burgh, and his intention of residing in that country was 
announced by authority in the Gazette : but instead of 
sailing from Holland to Leith, lie anchored m the 
Downs, and requested permission of his brother to re- 
main in England. He had been secretly informed that 
Charles had no objection ; hut Essex and Halifax were 
inexorable ; instead of the answer which he expected, 
he received an invitation to court, and after a short visit 1‘L 
proceeded on Ins voyage. At Edinburgh he was received 
with the respect due to his rank, and took his place in Dec. 
the council, but carefully abstained from all connexion 
with either of the parties which divided that kingdom*. 

It had been ascertained that the geneial result of the 
elections was unfavourable to the court ; and Shaftes- 
bury waited anxiously for the meeting of the new par- 
liament, in which he promised himself an easy victory 
over his political opponents. But it was equally the in- 
terest of the king and the two confidential mityeters to 
defeat his designs $. To deprive him of the means of 

* TVAvaux, i 24 32. 34 

t James (Memoiis), i 571.575.580. Dahymple, 230 G« to tic, 1449. 

i Tho name by which he was designated in the cunespondeuce ot the 
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annoyance which he derived from his office of president 
of the council, he was unexpectedly superseded by lord 
Oct. Robartos, lately floated earl of Radnor; and to extin- 
1^>- guish his hopes from the superiority of his party in the 
lower house, the king m council, without any previous 
notice, ordered the chancellor to prepare a commission 
for the prorogation of parliament during the long space 
of twelve months. At this announcement the members 
gazed on each other with signs of astonishment ; some 
rose to speak, but Charles commanded silence; he had 
foreseen and weighed every objection, had taken his 
resolution, and would be obeyed. No one ventured to 
remonstrate ; and on the very day appointed for the 
17. opening of the session, the parliament was prorogued 
for a few weeks, and afterwards by repeated commissions 
for a lull year*. 

The real motive of the king, which was unknown to 
the council, may be discovered m a secret intrigue be- 
J one tween him and the French ambassador. A little before 
^ the dissolution in July, Charles had applied to that 
minister for relief from the pecuniary embarrassments 
with which he saw himself threatened. Louis was, 
indeed, offended at his past conduct: hut lie did not 
allow his resentment to stand in the way of his in- 
terests. He accepted the apology of his English brother : 
he even listened to his proposals ; but at the same time 
affected to set no great value on any services .winch 
could then be rendered to lnm by the English crown. 
It was to quicken lus tardiness that Charles summoned 
a new parliament when he dissolved the old one. The 
Oct. negotiation then proceeded more rapidly : it was at last 
17. agreed that the king should receive from France a pen- 

royal brothers was " Little Sincerity," the first of which words alluded to 
his person, the other lo Ins prolessmn* of a virtue for which tlie\ gave 
him no credit. Cluules sani ol him that "he had nuriltdicd a snake in 
" lus bosonic, that Slultesluirv began to pl.i\ the devil, aud could no 
“ longer be buffered." James (Memoirs >. i. Slt.'l 
* Temple, u. 521. L. Journals, xm 597 609. Ilulstrode, 304. The 
reason why short prorogations aoie preferred may be seen in the Life of 
James (Memoirs), 585, 586. 
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sion of 1,000,000 of livres during three years ; and it was 
under these circumstances that Charles, being no longer 
at a loss for money, prorogued the parliament. It 
chanced, however, that the treaty was not )et signed, 
and Louis grasped at the opportunity to append to it 
new and moic humiliating conditions. The pride of the 
king revolted ; James advised him to substitute m lieu of 
the French pension a system of the most rigorous eco- 
nomy; and Charles following his counsel, not only Nov. 
rejected the conditions, hut refused to listen to Barillon, 
when he proposed to resume the negotiation *. 

That minister, in his despatches to his sovereign, i) eCi 
affected to make light of the disappointment. He had 4. 
a party in parliament sufficiently powerful to prevent 
any grant of money to the king, or any accommodation 
between the opposition and the government t. To se- 
cure the fidelity of that party, he was careful to remu- 
nerate the services of those who had given him their 
aid during the last session. The army had been dis- 
banded ; the lord treasurer had fallen ; they had gained 
a right to the rewards which had previously been pro- 
mised. To the duke of Buckingham he paid the sum of 

1.000 guineas; and another sum of 2,500 guineas he 
distributed m equal portions among Baber, Sydney, 
Harbord, Lyttleton and Powle. Montague demanded 

100.000 crowns, according to the terms of the contract. 

The ambassador rejected Ins claim. Danby w-as, in- 
deed, in prison; but Ins trial had not taken place; 
it remained yet to be seen whether the lord treasurer 
were ruined or not. Montague, on the other hand, 
complained of such chicanery ; he pretended that, to 
purchase the votes of those who supported him in the 
house of commons, he had mortgaged the larger por- 
tion of the money ; and at last, by dint of importunity, 
obtained 50,000 crowns, one half of his demand J. 

• Dnlivmple, 220, 230 233 244 254, 255. James (Memoirs), i. 564. 

i H.irillon. 5 Dee in M azure, i 261. 

} Dulryuiple, 25J. 255. 314. From HaulUm's despatch it appears that 



220 


CHARLES II. 


[CHAP. III. 


Henceforth, that the reader may form a distinct notion 
of the events which occurred between the prorogation in 
October 1679 and the meeting of parliament in October 
1680, it will be convenient to arrange them under two 
heads, of which the first will comprehend the struggles 
of the two political parties to acquire the ascendency, 
the other the discoveries and prosecutions which con- 
tinued to grow out of that fruitful stock of imposture 
and injustice, the fictitious narrative of Titus Oates. 

I. Shaftesbury and his associates resolved to keep 
alive the fears and jealousies of the people, and to harass 
Nov. and intimidate the king. 1. On the 1 7th of November, 
17 the anniversary of the accession of queen Elizabeth, a 
most extraordinary pageant, calculated to make a deep 
impression on the minds of Ihe populace, was exhibited 
at the expense, and under the superintendence, of the 
green ribbon club. First appeared the bellman walking 
with slow and solemn pace, and exclaiming at intervals, 
“ remember Mr. justice Godfrey:” next came a man 
dressed in the habit of a jesuit, bearing on horseback 
the figure of a dead body; then followed represen- 
tations of nuns, monks, priests, catholic bishops in 
copes and mitres, protestant bishops in lawn sleeves, 
six cardinals with their caps, and last of all the pope m 
a litter, accompanied by his arch-counsellor the devil. 
In this state the procession set out from Moorgate in the 
dusk of the evening, amidst the glare of several thou- 
sand flambeaux ; perambulated the city in the presence 
of two hundred thousand spectators, swearing eternal 
hatred to the principles of popery, and calling for ven- 
geance on the heads of the papists ; and at last halted 
at Temple-bar in front of the King’s Arms tavern. The 
clubbists instantly appeared at the balconies; fire works 

Buckingham demanded 20,000 crowns ; that Haber u\»it ete fort utile en 
beaucoup d ’occasions, ft 1’ntoit merit k terns de ce qm se passim duns let* 
differente6 cabales ; qu’il avoit une rtroite liaison uvec L\Uletou— qu’il 
avoit consenc une correspondence jiarticuliere av i* c le sieur Powle, que le 
sicur Harbord avoit beaucoup bri dans l’affaue du grand Trlsoncr.et quo 
M do Sidney avoit ele d'une grande utdite en bien des occasions, ibid. 
256 , 257 . 
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were exhibited ; and, at a given signal, the pope and his 
attendants weie precipitated into the llames with a tre- 
mendous shout, “ the echo of which,” it is observed in 
the official account published by the party, “reached by 
continued revet berations to Scotland, and France, and 
Rome itself, damping them all with dreadful astonish- 
ment.” Tlie effect of the exhibition answered the hopes 
of its authors: and it was repeated with variations m the 
two succeeding years: hut in 1682 Charles recovered 
the government of the capital, and put down the nui- 
sance *. 

2. Within eight days after this pageant the duke of 
Monmouth returned to England. Shaftesbury had sent 
for him under the pretext that the time of his exile was 
determined by that of the duke of York: James had 
obtained permission to reside within the king’s domi- 
nions, Monmouth had a right to the same benefit. He Nov 
entered London at midnight; hut the watch announced 2/. 
his arrival ; the hells were rung, and bonfires kindled. 
Charles resented deeply the disobedience of his son and 
the manner of Ins reception. lie ordered him to quit the 
kingdom immediately, under the penalty of perpetual 
exclusion from the royal presence; be rejected the 
petitions of the dueliess and of her friends ; and he 
deprived Monmouth (but successively, and after short 
intervals, that he might have time for repentance) of his 
several offices of captain of the guards, of lord lieu- 
tenant of Staffordshire and of the north riding of 
Yorkshire, of governor of Hull, and of master of the 
horse. Still the young mail set at defiance the dis- 
pleasure of his father, and pretended to justify his 
obstinacy under the plea of filial piety. His presence, 
he said, was necessary. He would either preserve the 
king’s life from the daggers of the papists, or revenge 
his death, if he should fall by their treason*. 

* See “ Tendon's Deflanre to Rome.” Ralph, 484 ; also Nuith, 571. 575. 
Fchnrd, 985. 

t J times, i 578, 582. Evel>u # iii. 20. Bulstrode, 310. Kcnuet, 37b. 
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3. At the same time, to prepare the public mind for 
the future pretensions of Monmouth, was printed and 
circulated a most seditious libel, under the title of “on 
“ appeal from the country to the city for the preserva- 
“ tion of his majesty’s person, liberty, property, and 
“ religion." The writer called on the citizens to as- 
cend the monument, to contemplate from its summit 
the magnificent scene which lay at their feet, and then 
to imagine that they beheld their houses m Hamcn, their 
children and neighbours massacied, their wives and 
daughters violated, and their ministers and teachers 
tortured by the papists. Let them not he deceived : 
this imaginary spectacle would be infallibly realised 
on the succession of a popish monarch. Their present 
safety could last no longer than the life of the king, who 
(such was the benevolence of his disposition) gave no 
credit to the plot, and thus exposed lumseif to tin; dag- 
gers of the assassins. 1( was therefore time to prepaie 
for the approaching crisis, to select a man who should 
lead them against French invaders and popish rebels. 
That man was the duke of Monmouth, eminently quali- 
fied tor command by his birth, his conduct, and his 
courage. Let the citizens stand by him, and lie would 
stand by them. His fortune was united with theirs. 
Nor should they forget that “ the worst title makes the 
best king,” because, what the prince wants in right, h< 
must supply by concession *. 

4. Another expedient suggested by the fertile brain of 
Shaftesbury, was to petition that the parliament might 
be permitted to sit at the end of the first short proroga- 
tion. Willi this view the kingdom was parceled out into 
districts, to each of which particular agents were assigned. 
They informed the people that, if the king were per- 
mitted to govern without a parliament, the ascendency 
of popery, and the establishment of despotism, would in- 
evitably follow ; and for the prevention of these evils 

• State Tracts in the reign of diaries II., vol. u. 491. Pari. Hist . vr. 
App xcv 
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tliey solicited subscriptions to the petitions with which 
they hud been furnished from the head committee m 
London *. Some of the grand juries set the example ; 
the common council followed : and most of the counties 
and populous towns hastened to tread in the footsteps of 
the capital. The king at first relumed for answer, that 
it was his province, and not that of tile petitioners, to 
judge of the proper time for the sitting of parliament : 
but Ins patience was gradually exhausted, and his alarm 
daily excited. He sought in vain to escape from the 
approach of the petitioners — they way-laid him wherever 
he went, and thrust their papers into his hands at the 
most unseasonable times and places — nor could he fore- 
see the consequences of the extraordinary ferment winch 
prevailed m every part of the kingdom, conjoined, as it 
was, with the pretensions of Monmouth and the boldness 
of his partisans. To provide against insurrection he 
furnished Portsmouth, Sheerness, Full, and other for- 
tresses with trusty garrisons, and to free himself from 
annoyance lie sent for the loul mayor and aldermen, to 
whom in the royal presence, ihe chancellor explained, 
wh.it he Icrmed the law on the subject ol petitions, with 
a strict injunction that they should see it enforced 'K 
The next day a proclamation was addressed to all I)oc. 
magistrates throughout the kingdom. It is remark- 10 
able that this instrument did not deny the right of ^ 
petitioning, nor pretend that the sitting of parliament 
was an improper or illegal subject. It attached itself 

• From Noi tit’s account it appears that the art of gettiug up petitions 
arrived at perfeitiou in Us \ cry infancy. The agents traversed llie districts 
allotted to them, procuring the signatures of those who could w ule, and 
" the hieroglyphics ol downs;*’ adding m many cases the names of the 
absent, or ol persons not m existence When the petitions had been re 
tinned to the committee in London, the " head tolls wore cut oil’, and glued 
'* in succession to each olhei," and the whole collection attached to one 
form of petition similar to that which had been sent into the country 
North, 34L\ 

t This txnhination consisted of the resolutions of the judges in the 
second yem ol James I. and the proxisions of two acts in the nign oi 
Charles 11. Sotueis’ Tucts, vm 1'JU — It would, howeier, requne 
no small portion of ingenuity to show that either the resolutions or the 
■lututes weie at all applicable to the petitions in question 
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solely to lire manner of procuring signatures, and threat- 
ened with the utmost rigour of punishment all who 
should subscribe their own names, or procure the sub- 
scriptions of others contrary to the common and known 
laws of the land. A more unmeaning document could 
not have been published, and yet it produced an effect 
which its framers had never anticipated. It turned the 
popular current into the opposite direction. Numbers, 
who from the similarity of the late proceedings to those 
of the year 1641 had foretold a second revolution, were 
awakened by it from their apathy ; the cavaliers and the 
churchmen, the majority of the gentry and of the mer- 
chants, suddenly came forward; and multitudes in every 
quarter crowded to subscribe addresses to the king, ex- 
pressing in the most forcible terms their reliance on his 
wisdom, and their abhorrence of the practices of the pe- 
titioners. Westminster set the example ; Essex, Mid 
dlesex, Surrey, Somerset, Shropshire, and Norfolk fol- 
lowed ; and the last county ventured even to offer thanks 
to the king for the recall of the heir appaienl from 
Flanders*. 

By Charles tlie.^e addresses were received with joy 
and gratitude. They dispelled the doubt and appre- 
hension which bung over his mind ; they convinced him 
that he still retained a strong hold on the affections of 
his subjects, and they encouraged him to adopt a 
measure as unexpected by his friends as it was by his 

• Noitli, 342. James, i 581 Buhtuxlo, 310. Mnepherson. l. 100. 

Her** it mnv be obseivcd that the licensing act, an net which was incom 
pntible with the liberty of the piess, had not been lcnewed in the last 
scssioi of p.iiliamcnt. and theietoie ox pued of course at the proingnlmn on 
the 27lh of May, 1070 Authors and punters lin'-trued to avail themselves 
of theii fieedom, and publication sol every description weie poured without 
intermission from the press The judges, however, undeiiook. to check 
what they considered an evil They lesolved, without a dissentient voice, 
that not only books lellecting sr audalously on the government and private 
pet sons may be seized, and the autbois and publishers punished, hut that 
no man could lawfully punt and publish boohs of news without nuthoiity, 
and that whoevei did so, w.is auswciable lor the falsehoods contained 
therein. State Tunis, vh 929 1127: vni. 187 198 In conformity A-itli 
tins resolution, the printing of news without licence was prohibited. See 
fJazette, Mav 17, 1680. 
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opponents. Entering the council chamber, be stated 1680 
that lie had derived little benefit from the absence of his 
brother; that he could not understand the justice of 
taking from a prince, whose rights were assailed, the 
opportunity of defending them m his place in parliament ; 
and that he had therefore ordered the duke of York to 
quit Edinburgh, and to return 1o Ins former residence at 
St. James’s. This declaration revealed to the lords 
Kussell and Cavendish, and to Capel and Powle, the 
degraded situation to which they had been insensibly 
reduced. When they accepted seats in the council, they 
probably cherished the hope of gaining the ascendency 
through the easy disposition of the king, and the prepon- 
derance of their party in the two houses. But time had 
dispelled the delusion. The parliament was not per- 
mitted to sit ; Shaftesbury, their leader, had been dis- 
missed ; they themselves were no more than nominal 
counsellors ; their presence served only 1o give a sanction 
to measures which they never advised, and which, had 
the opportunity been given, they would have strenuously J*m. 
opposed. They tendered their resignation, and Charles ^1. 
replied that he accepted it “ with all his heart*.'’ 

Jn a short time the duke of York returned to the 
capital, and had reason to be gratified with his reception. 

I’lie recorder presented to him a congratulatory address p e i,. 
in the name of the city; a sumptuous entertainment 24 
was gneii to the royal brothers by the lord major ; and 
a general illumination testified the public joy at his 
presence. To check these demonstrations of reviving 
attachment in the people, Ins enemies began to calculate 
new rumours respecting the king s pretended marriage 
with the mother of Monmouth. It was said that the 
witnesses of the ceremony were still alive; that the 
contract itself, enclosed in a black box, had been entrusted 
by the late bishop oi Durham to the custody of his soti- 
m-law sir Gilbert Gerard ; and that several persou* were 


* Kenuet, 379. Jaim". (Mvmoirs), i 587. MucpluTMin, KM. 
\OL. XII. (i 
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ready to depose that they had both seen and perused the 
important document. Bv order of Charles every indi- 
vidual named m these reports was sent for, and interro- 
gated before the council, and each disclaimed all know- 
ledge whatsoever of the box, the contract, or the marriage. 
April In conclusion two royal declarations were published in 
-» the Gazette, in which the king related all these par- 
ticulars, repeated the deposition which he had formerly 
‘hiiui subscribed, and to silence the ca\ tilers against, it, called 
God to witness that he had nevei been married to Lucy 
Barlow, or to any other woman besides the queen *. 

5. To parry this blow*, the earl of Shaftesbury, on the 
2t)tli of June, proceeded to Westminster hull in compuuy 
If) with the eail of Huntingdon, the lord Grey of Werke, 
the loid Geraid of Brandon, the lords Russell and 
Cavendish, nine commoners, and the arch informer, 
Titus Oates. Being admitted before the grand jury, he 
described to them the dangers to be appiehended from 
the possession of the post-oflice in lee by the duke of 
York, and the benefit to he domed fiorn the forfeiture of 
two-thirds of his estate accoiding to the popery laws ; 
offered six reasons why they should look upon him as a 
papist, and present him for a recusant ; and in addition 
advised them to indict the duchess of Portsmouth as a 
national nuisance. The last part was intended only to 
excite alarm m the king’s mistress ; and the object of 
the first part was defeated by the addiess of the judges, 
who discharged the jury, while a portion of their number 
was closeted in private consultation with Shaftesbury. 
K, v. In the next term the attempt was renewed; and the 
20. duke, on the oath of Oates that he had seen that prince 
receive the sacrament at mass, w as presented as a re- 
cusant, at the Old Bailey ; but advantage was taken of 
some irregularity m the proceedings, and the cause was 

* J.irrn'^, i 589 Mutphorson, i 101. London (Ja7elte, 1507 151*0. To 
tli esc solemn appeals «>1 ilie km" i' vkis aaiswt ml by his ndvcis ii n*s that, 
if the eye and le.n ul Nod could not restrain him 1mm Innij; in adiilleiv, it 
could nut be expected that they should lestiam him bom sueaini" Ldhely. 
Somers’ Tracts vni 187—^8 wnh sii Waitei Scott s iinte.%. 
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removed by writ of certiorari into the court of King'* 
Bench *. 

It was during this period that the appellations of 
Whig and Tory became permanently affixed to the two 
great political parties which foraemtun and a half have 
divided the nation. The first had long before been given 
to the covenanters in the west of Scotland, and was sup- 
posed to convey a charge of seditious and anti-monarchical 
principles. The second originally designated those na- 
tives of Ireland who, having been deprived of the estates 
of their ancestors, supported themselves by depredations 
on the English settlers; and was now employed in con- 
versation to intimate a secret leaning towards popery and 
despotism. Hence the abhor rent branded the petitioners 
with the name of Whigs ; and the petitioners m revenge 
bestowed on their opponents the name of Tories. But 
in a short time Whig and Tory ceased to be terms of 
reproach; the) were checi fully adopted by the parties 
themselves, and became hallowed in their estimation as 
indicative of the political principles which they respect- 
ively professed 1o cherish and uphold a K 

II. To puisne the “ Popish plot ” through its succes- 
sive ramifications, would be to impose an liksome task 
on the feelings and patience of the reader. But out of 
the new informers, who daily grafted their own dis- 
coveries on the original narrative of Oates, two will claim 
his attention, not so much on account of their superior 
jnfani), as of the purpose to which their evidence was 
subsequently applied. 1. The first was named Danger- 
field, a voting man of handsome person and of creditable 
acquirements, but who, m the course of a few years, bad 
run through a long career of guilt. In different places 
and for different crimes, he had been condemned to fine 
and imprisonment, bad suffered the punishments of 
whipping and being burnt m the hand, had stood in the 
pillory, and had been repeatedly outlawed. Mrs. Collier, 

* State* Tnali, vin. 1J9. C .Toutn. Dec 23,1680. Jmnes (Mornoir^V, i 
666. U ali'M, l. 304, note. 

+ Sri* Vol x. 360, note. Vul xi 30J 
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a catholic midwife of eminence, who collected alms for 
the relief of the prisoners, found him among the debtors 
in Newgate, and received from him a petition l'or pecu- 
niary assistance, with a promise that lie would in return 
purloin the papers of Stroud, a fellow captive, supposed 
to have been suborned by Shaftesbury as a witness 
1 ( t p) against the lords in the Tower. She satisfied his credi- 
J ime lors, and on his discharge employed him to collect certain 
6* monies due to her husband. In this occupation lie pre- 
tended that, by visiting the different colloe-liuuses, he 
had discovered the existence of a most dangcious con- 
spiracy. Collier, through the agency of lady Povvi&, in- 
troduced him to the earl of Peterborough, and Peter- 
borough to the duke of York, to whom he declared that, 
during the kings indisposition, the principal presby- 
terians had conspired to raise an army, and sc rze on the 
government; that the design, though frustrated for the 
moment by the king’s recovery, was not yet abandoned ; 
and that tiie paper which he then delivered to his royal 
highness, would show that commissions had already been 
distributed, and the plan of a revolution in the govern- 
ment had actually been arranged. James heard lum 
with jealousy and reserve. He gave him indeed twenty 
guineas as a reward lor Ins good will ; but translerred 
him with Ins document to the king, who, having ordeicd 
him an additional picseni of forty guineas, coriinussioij''d 
secretary Coventiy to watch Ins conduct, and luvesti'Mf j 
the ti utli or falsehood of lus story. Coventry tiiought 
it unworthy of credit. He gave bun back Ins paper, and 
demanded something inuie satisfactory : but Dangerficld 
could produce nothing besides two letteis written by 
Bulslrode, the envoy at Brussels, to the call of Shaftes- 
bury. The letters were on nidiHerent matters ; but that 
they should he in the possession of Dangerlield was very 
extraordinary. The king gievv uneasy; theie was, he 
declared, some daik and mysterious plot m agitation *. 


* Dangpi field in his “ P.i:lii-ulur Nmr.itive” (p. 39) cays th.it ho w.ulod 
on Lnul KlcifU-sLmry to kilt lmn at tlu* n mi» itinu of tin- papiii'-.iiiid heinjr 
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A few days later, in consequence of an information Oct. 
lanl by Dangerfield, the revenue officers searched the 20 
lodgings of colonel Munscl, the quarter-master of the 
supposed presbylenan army, and instead of a prize of 
foreign lace which had been promised them, discovered 
a bundle of treasonable papers concealed behind the bed. 

That these papers were forgeries appeared on the first 0.3. 
inspection; Mansel traced the contrivance to Danger- 
field ; and the council committed him to Newgate In 07 
prison he appealed lobe agitated with the most uolent 31 . 
remorse. lie acknowledged that, at the instigation of 
Lady Powis and Mrs. Collier, he had been engaged 111 a 
sham plot for the purpose of covering a real one : the 
presbyterians were innocent, the papists guilty : lord 
Arundell had ottered him 2000/. as a reward for the 
murder of the king — that bribe he had the virtue to 
refuse — then lord Powis ottered him 500 /. to assassinate 
the earl of Shaftesbury — he yielded to the temptation : 
but twice his heart haled him, and lord Peterborough 
reproached him with cowardice. In conclusion, as a 
proof of the sincerity of his repentance, he declaied that 
the original of the notes shown by him to the king, the 
document on which the sham plot was to have been 
founded, lay concealed in a meal-tub in the house of 
Mrs. Collier. There the paper was accordingly dis- 
covered ; and thence, the whole transaction is known in 
history by the name of the meal tub plot. 

In consequence of these disclosures lady Powis was 
committed to the Tower, but escaped the danger of a 
trial, the bill against her being ignored by the grand ^ 
jury of Middlesex. Mrs. Cellier was imprisoned 111 j ’ 
Newgate, where Shaftesbury, ?»ir William Waller, and ]Gsti. 
Dangerfield himself, solicited her to turn informer: hut May 
her resolution set them at defiance ; and, 011 her trial, she 2-t. 
satisfied the court, that her accuser was too infamous in^ une 
law to be admitted as a credible witness*. Iler ac- 1 

• Dan^ei field having published Iih narrathc, Mis Cel her, who as a 
writer wus muie than a match foi him, published a vindication of herself , 
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quittal induced the attorney- general to postpone for a 
few days flic trial of lord Castlemaine, who had been 
charged with high treason; and in the interval another 
pardon — the first had not included felony, burglary, or 
forgery by name— was granted to Dangerficld, that lie 
might he brought forward as a second witness m support 
of the evidence of Titus Oates against that nobleman. 
Bui no pardon could remove the stigma which had been 
impressed on his character by sixteen convictions m dif- 
June ferent courts ; the jury refused to give credit to Ins oath, 
-3. and lord Castlcmaine also obtained an acquittal *. The 
informer, however, was not abandoned by his patrons* 
they kept him m reserve till the meeting of parliament ; 
and hoped to influence by lus testimony, infamous and 
degraded as he was, the deliberations both of the louts 
and commons. 

The mystery which covered the meal-tub plot has 
never been completely developed. Theic were many, 
who believed that the catholics, indignant at the unjust 
persecution which they sufiered, sought to retaliate on 
their accusers by forgoues similar to those which had 
been employed against themselves. Others looked on 
Dangcrfield as the mere tool of Oates ; and that the 
real object of both was to inveigle some catholics into ail 
attempt to (ix a pretended plot on the presb) tenans, 
that, by denouncing them, they might prop up th » 


with an account or tier tiial, under the litli* or " Ma.ice Defeated ; ot .1 
Uriel' Relation of the Act us itmn and l)eli\eianee ol El 17. 1 belli (Yllier ” 
Some passages in tin* had, iespet t:n*f the tieairneiit ol the ptiMineis m 
Newg.Ui* l>y Captain ltu h.mlson, the pitlei, exposed lier 1 o a second tii.il 
^Sppt. 13 ) (01 a libel Slie was iomid ymlij , and condemned to pay a line 
to the kilifj of 1 000 / and to si mil 1 In ■< c in the pilloiy Slide Inals, vu. 
11 S 3 — 12 1 H Stic li.id h**en an impoM.int witness at l In tnal o( lowl (*.Mle 
muinc, and we arc told hy Nmili tli.it the ieal nhjei t of the second pt use- 
rut uni was to disable liei lioin becoming a witness also 111 Uvom of the 
luids in tic* Town Noi'h, 1) >d 

* State Tiuls, vn. \t)i 7. and lud Casllem.une's manifesto, who bitterly 
complains tliiil 111 tlie punted repoi is ol his own nnd ol the ol 1 ei tiuls 
respecting the popish plot, }*ieal p.11 luibiy lo the mloimeis m slmwu hy 
the publislieis, mid much ni|iny done to ihe i.mse of the incused 1*. — 

From his statement it appeals that ,» prison committed to the Tower, if he 
was a peei ol England 01 Iichmd, paid in lees 1001. to the henleiiant, 10/. 
to the gentleman poitei, mid 5 / to the gentleman jailer. See hisMmnf. 1 C 3 . 
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declining credit of tlie original imposture. But tlie king 
was com inced that Ins real instigators, whoever they 
might be, aimed at a higher quarry ; that they sought 
to draw the duke of York into some practice which 
might add fuel to the popular prejudice against him, and 
minister additional arguments in favour of the bill of 
exclusion. The use winch was afterwards made of 
Dangeifield seems to confirm this conjecture*. 

2. A short notice may sutlice for Bolion, fiom whom 
was derived the Yorkshire branch of the plot. He had 
been the manager of sir Thomas Gascoign’s coal pits, 
had made free with the money of Ins employer, and had 
been threatened with a prosecution for felony by lady 
Tempest, the daughter of sir Thomas. In his alarm he 1^79 
sought to shelter himself under the mantle of an in- June 
former: but the county magistrates, before whom lie 24. 
laid his information, convinced by their personal know- 
ledge of its falsehood, refused to grant the warrant which 
he demanded. Bolion hastened to L union, made a second 
and more ample deposition before the earl of Shaftes- 
bury, and subsequently added a third, which supplied 
the deficiencies, and reconciled the inconsistencies of 
the preceding. From London the mil inner was sent^ u ^ 
back to Yorkshire to procure a second witness, whom jt,. 
he found in Mowbray, a servant lately discharged from 
the family on suspicion of theft. Sir Thomas Gascoign, 
who was in his eighty -fifth yeai, was tried at West- 
minster before a jury of Yorkshire gentlemen. The two j [in . 
witnesses deposed that he, his son Thomas, Ins daughter 24. 
lady Tempest, his nephew Mr. Thwinge, sir Miles 
Stapleton, Mr. Tngleby, and some others, had subscribed 
money towards the assassination of the king, and the 
propagation of the catholic faith, and that they them- 

• Fin till', account of the meal tun plot, I must rein my readeis to the 
notes of the chief justice Norlh, written at ilie lime (North, 1o Dan- 
gerfieliPs, “ Pnilie'ular Nairntive” in 16/9, Collin's'* M.iliee Defeated” 
in 16X0, D.wu'erheid’s Ah-vmm to a eeit.un scandalous, lying Pamphlet, 

” pntltled, Miil.ee Defealed,” lliSO, Celiiei'^ lejoinder of “ Matchless* 

* Rogue, ’’ 1080, tin* Lords' Journals, xm. 667, C.istlemuine's Manifesto, 

1681, and State Trials, vn. 104^—1112. 
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selves had been initiated in t lie conspiracy by taking 
what the informers called “ the papists* bloody oath of 
“ secrecy.” For the defence it was proved bj the pri- 
soner’s solicitor, that Bolron never made any charge 
against his master till be had been threatened with a 
prosecution ; by the two magistrates that Ins deposition 
before them bore very little resemblance to bis evidence 
in its present improved form : and by a host of unim- 
peachable witnesses, that neither he nor his associate 
Mowbray had any claim from their previous character to 
the belief of the court. The old man was acquitted ; 
and the other cases were sent back to be tried m the 
county. Lady Tempest proved equalh fortunate with 
her father, but a third jury convicted Thvwngc, while a 
fourth acquitted Inglcby, and a fifth sir Miles Staple- 
ton *. It was evident that if the others were innocent, 
Thwinge could not be guilty; and the king, under this 
conviction, granted him a reprieve: but the ministers 
dared not face the house of commons, as long as a single 
individual under condemnation for the plot remained 
alive, and on the day aflci the meeting of parliament, 
in consequence of their remonstrances, Thwinge suffered 
at York the death of a traitor t. 

The summer passed away amid the hostile prepara- 
tions of the two parties*. The king (satiety bad now 
blunted ins appetite for pleasure) spent bis time iv 
privacy at Windsor: and, as if he had no subject of dis 
quietude on bis mind, amused himself with angling, 
walking in the park, and superintending 1 he improve- 
ments in the castle and the adjoining grounds;);. But 

• State Trials, vn 959 — 10411 Tin* nan alive of Lawn-rice Mowbr.iy, of 
Leeds, Gent 1680 The Narrative ol Robert Bolron of Shipponluili 
Gent 1680. 

t Low as the credit of Bolion was sunk, he was a^ain brought iorward, 
and made io publish, with permission of the house o! commons, a most 
infamous forgeiy entitled, " The Papists’ Bloody Oath ol Seciecv. and 
"Litany of Intel cession,” 16*0 Seethe tract and the journals of* Dec 
16. 1680 The publication was well-timed ; it look pl.ice in the intcnal 
between Ihe condemnation and tin* exet iiLinn of lord ^ulToid. 

J “ Certnin," savs Reiesln. "it is, that he was much better pleased 
“ with retirement than the liuiry ot the %ny and busy wotld.” Keruaby, 
100 . 
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James was more anxiously employed. He watched 
with solicitude the intrigues of the party, and laboured 
to impress on the royal mind a persuasion, that the real 
object of his enemies was the subversion of the monarchy, 
and the re-establishment of the commonwealth. He 
observed that many of them were men, who, having 
acquired power and iulluence m the revolution, still 
cherished, under the mask of patriotism, their former 
principles ; that they put forward the safely of religion, 
as they hail done during the rebellion, for the sole pur- 
pose of intlaming the people; that they had begun with 
llie hill of exclusion to make the monarchy elective ; 
and that, when they had accomplished that object, they 
might, indeed, gratify Charles with the title and the 
revenue of a lung, but would reduce him in point of 
power to a level with the doge of Venice *. Tlieie is no 
doubt that James was couvct, us tar as regarded the 
views of Algernon Sydney, and his confidential fiiends t; 
hut the majority of those, who nd located the bill of ex- 
clusion, were not unwilling to perpetuate the monarchy, 
though tlieir leaders sought to strip it of mem powers 
which it still possessed, and which thc\ deemed incon- 
sistent with the rights of the people. l>.it if James were 
relinked from the succession, whom did they intend to 
substitute m his place? They were dmded between 
the two competitors, the prince of Orange in right of 
Ins w ife, the eldest daughter of James, and the duke of 
Monmouth, as the son of the king. That the ambition 
of the former was not insensible to the splendid prize 
which fortune seemed to offer him, is certain ; and much 
lias transpired to provoke a suspicion that lie secretly 
promoted the plan of exclusion. With ibis intention 
Van Lewen was sent to England, in quality of envoy 

• I.imcs (Memoirs), i 595 59H 613,014 (>32. Dnli\mple, 266- 

* .1. inn's (Menimm). 033 l).ilr> niple. 25 J 28‘J. 312 I )’ Waiur i 9 
Barillon dp^rnbes lVnn, le chel des DPinhlMiis, ns united mill Sidney, 
nml a In it if* il’im Imt gi and p.i i 1 1 . D.ilivinpli*. 2H2. Se« also Penn's 
letteis oil election in.itleis (o Svdnev, in llie Sydney Papeis, i Memoir, 
pj>. 154, 155 , ami Mrs. (’eliier’s examination. Malice DoJeatod 31 
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from the States, but with instructions to press on the 
mind of the king the necessity of preserving a good un- 
derstand 11112: between him and the pailiament. Fnmans 
followed \',ui lit 'wen in a private capacity, but for the 
purpose of treating clandestinely with the leaders of the 
country party. Among the ministers Godolphin and 
Sunderland, both high in the rouil confidence, were 
already won to Ins interest, and Ibdc, though devoted 
to James through gratitude and attachment, felt no in- 
clination to oppose the rau>e of his niece, the princess 
of Orange *. The hopes of Monmouth rested on the yet 
unextinguished affection of the king, who 111 a private 
interview' had forgiven his past conduct, and on the 
assurances of support from Slialteshun, trum Montague, 
and perhaps from their intimate associate, lord Russell. 
Of himself he put forth no pretensions : he had nothing 
in view hut the common welfaie of the nation. Laying 
aside all political on inurements, and assuming the ap- 
pearance of a man of pleasure, he made a tour of the 
kingdom, andvisilnl the most celebrated fairs, races, 
and assemblies of amusement. II is ii lends, however, 
were careful to announce bis coming beforehand, to 
sound forth his praises and pretensions, and to collect 
multitudes to greet Ins arrival. O11 one occasion, when 
he visited sir William Portman, near Taunton, he is 
said to have been met by twenty thousand person-,; 
and afterwards, when lie accepted an invitation to dme 
with the city, it was observed that, the royal arms were 
emblazoned on bis carnage, without the bar, the heraldic 
token of illegitimate birth 

In June Charles had concluded a treaty with the king 
of Spain, by which the contracting parties had engaged 
to maintain the peace of Nimeguen, and to aid each 
other with their whole force in the case of aggression on 
any part of their respective dominions in Europe:):. This 
treaty had been devised by the prince of Orange, to curb 

* D'Avanx, 1 . 34. 43 4.",. 49. 53 Dnlrymplo. 205 209 271- 

i Sydney’s Lcllcrs, .)4 t Dumont, vu jui.ii ]». 2 
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the ambition of Louis, who was still behoved to cherish 
hostile designs against the Spanish territories in the 
Netherlands ; and i1 \v:b strongly seconded by the 
advice of Temple and Sundciland, as calculated to refute 
the general opinion that the king still suffered him- 
self to be swayed by French counsels In August he j\ u 
announced Ins intention of meeting the parliament on 23 
the 21st of October, and tin* announcement stimulated 
the opposite parties to new exertions preparatory to the 
contest. It was eudent that the adversaries of the duke 
had acquired in the interval a considerable accession of 
strength. The boldness of Shaftesbury in presenting 
that pm.ee lor recusancy, had indissolubly bound ihe 
noblemen and gentlemen, a ho accompanied linn, to Ins 
party — they had gone too far to withdraw: they must 
ruin the presumptive heir or be ruined by him — and it 
confirmed the vvaveiing fidelity of some among their 
followers, who conceived that no reasonable man would 
have ventured on such an allempt without full assuianco 
of success. In addition they could now command the 
services of Sunderland and (mdolplnn, who, from the 
moment that they devoted themselves to the interests 
of the prince of Orange, had pledged themselves to the 
leaders to promote the bill of exclusion. They had won 
a still more powerful auxiliary in the duchess of Ports- 
mouth. Iler terrors had been excited by the threat of 
an indictment, and were kept alive by the publication of 
articles of high treason and oilier misdemeanors against 
her *. She sought, a reconciliation through the agency 
of lord Howard of Escrick, and to lull the suspicion of 
Charles, attributed her interviews with that nobleman to 
her desiie of mitigating the hostility of the party. A 
treaty was concluded between licr on one side, and Mon- 
mouth, Shaftesbury, and Russell on the other: it was 
stipulated that they should suppress all proceedings 
against her, and that she should employ all her influence 
with the king in aid of the bill of exclusion. With this 

* See it m Somers, Tuicts, \m. IliJ. 
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view hlie was commissioned to offer him a large supply 
of money, with tie* power of naming his successor in the 
same manner as it had been conferred on Henry VIII. 
Gn.duall\ he was brought, or at lea-*! pretended, to listen 
to these terms. Monmouth had little doubt, that he 
should he the person named by his father : the duchess 
was supposed to indulge a hope that her own son by the 
king might prove the successful competitor*. 

Though James was not without suspicion, he was kept 
in ignorance of this intrigue, till the court returned from 
Newmarket, when Essex, Halifax, Sunderland, Godol- 
plnn, and the duchess of Portsmouth took opportunities 
to represent to the king, separately and, ,^s it were, with- 
out. concert, the necessity of his brother’s departure be- 
fore the opening of pail lament. He permitted them to 
signify their opinion to James, who received it with 
strong expressions of displeasure. Experience, he said, 
had convinced him that his presence proved an en- 
couragement to his friends, his absence to his enemies. 
The question was then laid before the council, where 
eleven out of eighteen members spoke in lus favour ; but 
the king, with those in the secret, contrived, by putting 
hypothetical cases, to embarrass the deliberation, and 
the next day informed t lie duke that reasons of state 
rendered his absence indispensable during the approach- 
ing session. At these words the unfortunate pnnee 
appeared sunk in despair : and to console him Charles 
most solemnly promised that he would never surrender 
but with Ins life the righlful descent of the crown, the 
command of the naval and military force, and the power 
of calling, proroguing, and dissolving parliament. James, 
for a last favour, solicited a general pardon, as a protec- 
tion against impeachment during his absence: but the 
king replied that a pardon was unnecessary. If the 
commons talked of an impeachment, he would meet the 
attempt w r ith a dissolution. Convinced that he was 

• Temple, ii. 531. James (Memoirs), i. 591, 594. 599. G15. Macpherson 
i 104. iJalrjmple, 264. 270. 272. 2<9. 
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abandoned by his brother, the prince with a heavy and Oct. 
misboding heart went on boaid his yacht, and sailed for ^0. 
Leith, the day Indore the meeting of parliament *. 

Bardlon had carefully watched the progress of these 
intrigues, and leceived instruction** from his court to 
make it his chief object to pre\cnt any giant, of money 
in support of the Spanish treaty, and for that purpose to 
foment, by every expedient in his power, the dimension 
among the seveial parties. He informed the popular 
leaders that. Louis considered it as much Ins interest as 
theus, that the powers of the crown should he confined 
within the narrowest limits ; and would therefore he 
always ready to aid them in their efforts to secure the 
liberties of the people. To Janies he made the oiler of 
pecuniary aid, whenever that prince might deem it ex- 
pedient to draw the sword in support of his own rights. 

If the king should seem disposed to an union with the 
popular part), the ambassador was authorized to prevent, 
it by offering a 3 early pension, provided he would with- 
draw from Ins treat) with Spam, and govern without, a 
parliament : and should the lull of exclusion be carried, 
and a necessity exist of choosing between the prince of 
Orange and Monmouth, he was instructed to support the 
former, though a personal enemy, 111 preference to the 
pretensions of a bastard. Baiilkm immediate!) began 
1o intrigue, and with the disli llnition of a few thousand 
pounds, purchased the services, or a promise ot the 
services, of several among the more influential niembeis 
of the house of commons *1*. 

# .lames (McmmisJ, t 594— (00 1), Olympic. 205 208 Mac phei -on, 

l 105 In com citatum with Bardlon Union 1 his dopaituie .lames say-., mi 
loirne* ploms de colon* et do n-ssentimont quo si on Ip pous-i* a bout, ft 
qu’il *e \oit fu et.il d'etre rntieK'incut linin' 1 p.n si's enueniis, il timnm 
le s moyens clc 1 li*s c«u f.me repoutu .... ffla \entdiie t(u’il oa.^ ire pruvem 
excitoi ties troubles i*n Ecosse el on Irlaudc. lienee Dairy m pie (209) 
amt Heywood (.‘Mi) lepioseut him us intending In omiIo u tohollioii 
ogamst ins biolhei ; mi mfeienee winch certainly is not wui runted by tins 
sudden bui'-t ol pus sioii. 

t Dalr\ Triple, 271 -77- 278,279,280 285. Besides Montague, "hose’ 
services weie secured by othei payments, 11 .imliden membei for Buck- 
inghamshire, Titus for Ilunlinydouslnro, lleibert foi Wilton, Hill for 
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It was the intention of the Whigs that the bill of 
exclusion should originate m that house. The plan of 
operations was traced by the hand of Shaftesbury, and 
did honour to the ingenuity of its author. As soon as 
the members had taken the oaths, Dangerfield appeared 
at the bar to accuse the presumptive heir to the crown. 

Oct, Though he stood there with the accumulated infamy of 
26. sixteen convictions on his head, though his testimony 
had boon rejected by the \enliets of three successive 
juries, lie was receixed with approbation, and listened to 
with credulity. He solemnly ailirmed that the duke of 
York had been privy to his imposture of a presby terian 
plot, had given him msti uctions to forge and distribute 
the lists and commissions, had made luni a present of 
twenty guineas with a promise of a more substantial re- 
ward, had turned into lidicule his scruple of shedding 
the king’s blood, and had commanded him to persevere 
without dread of the consequences *. Before the indigna- 
tion excited by this disclosure had subsided, lord Russell 
rose, and moved that it should be the first care of the house 
“effectually to suppress poperv, and prevent a popish 
successor. ’ lie was seconded by sn Henry (‘a pel, who, 
in the whole reign of the king, during the lapse of 
twenty years, could see nothing hut the prevalence of 
popish counsels. Whethoi toleration was gi anted or 
denied, whether war was declared or peace eoncl id *d, 
whether the king sought to conciliate ihe two houses by 
concession, or cut short their debates by a prorogation 
or dissolution, every measure, whatever might be its ap- 
parent motive, proceeded from the secret influence of the 


Agmoudeshiim, If.irbnid fin C'.umilfoid, Ainistiong foi sl.dloid, and Hor- 
cawen lor Trogony, villi Algernon *qdu. y .uni Halier, him I lift ol whom 
wat m this paiiiament, infixed maim. illy 500 "mums. Kucheieiell mem- 
ber foi Derby-line, Folev fin Bcwdley, Bide for licit fin (I, Helmet fin 
Shaf'eshuiy, ilotham lor Beveilev, (lanow a\ lot Aimidel, Fr.mklaml lor 
Thirsk, and H.nlex lor llncfi.nMiiu*. with Hicd.ill uud Compton, two 
agents, wine satisfied \nih die smallei sum ol .'{00 guineas. Set* Baril- 
lon’s ammnt, dated December 4, O s m D.iliy tuple, 316. 

* L. Journal, xm. 667 , and *' The Inloimation ot Thomas Dangerfield, 
Gent. 1680.” 
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papists in the prosecution of their great objects the de- 
struction of protestantism, and the elevation of a popish 
prince to the throne. From the same impure source he 
derived the many acts of arbitrary power, which marked 
the king’s reign, the burning of London, the destruction 
of the tleet in the river, the attempts on the life of the 
protest ant monarch, and that hellish plot, for the dis- 
covery of wlucli they were indebted to the mercy of Pro- 
vidence and the agency of Titus Oates. Montague and 
others followed m the same tone of invceti\e and elimi- 
nation, and the resolution was adopted without a dissen- 
tient voice*. 

It was of importance not to suffer the vindictive 
feelings, kindled by these harangues, to cool through 
procrastination, or the want of additional excitement. 

Two da)s later the deposition of Bedloe on his death- Oct. 
bed, confirmatory of his former testimony, was read to 
the house soon afterwards Franc ^co de Fuiiu, a con- 30 
verted Jew, came forward to declare that a proposal to 
assassinate Oates, Bedloe, and Shaftesbury had been 
made to lmn by the late Portuguese ambassador, to 
whom be had acted as interpreter J : then Dugdale re- Nov. 
lated at great length his proof, of the guilt of the lords L 
m the Tmvir: next came Pi aim* to make additions to 
bis old tale of the murder of (iodtrey ; and last of all 

* (1 .lourn (lot 2G. I'.ul Hist t\ 1UU — 1172 J arm's, i Mil 

Bedloe (lniiuL r his sickness at Bnstnl sent lot the ehirl justice Ts 01 til, 
and befoie linn and several ollieix dei kind lli it the e\ u'enc e wlsuh he 
had “iveii vs .is tiue, and lamented Lhe d.i»j;ei to which the piolestunt le- 
ligion a as exposed, lie tlieu expressed a wish to eoniiiinincale important 
inhumation to Noilli alone all bin lus wife and North's cleik left the 
room , the sk k man was sworn, and declared that the duke of York was 
a paitv to the plot, with the exception ol the lnindei ol the kiny, and th.il 
the queen liad^neu money lot die piopag ittmi ot the catholic faith, but 
was, .is lar as lie knew, ignoiaut ol anj niisclnel d«'Sii;ued to the kill},' 

This deposition was r<*.id ovei to him; lie appiovod of it, and declared 
that he had nothin!; to add to it I is piihncation greatly disappointed the 
expectation of lire pa> ty State Tnals, \i 1 U).‘i Ninth, ‘J52L. ‘255. 

+ Gasp , 11 de Alneu de Freitas, lhe amti.issudoi. left England in 
Fehriruy De Faria without emplov merit yiew poor - he pretended to 
full into fits', in which he otien repealed the names ot Shultexbiuv, Oates 
and Bedloe, and .it last turned liiloimer. He insinuated that loid Fowls, 
lady Abeij; ivenny, and cliiet prstice Serous weie leugucd with the am- 
bassudoi. See his pi mted infoimation, and narrative. 
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Mr. Treby made a full report of the several informations 
respecting llio plot, which had been collected by the in- 
dustry of the committee appointed in the last parliament. 
In conclusion the house passed the three following 
votes: ]. that the conspiratois had been led to engage m 
the plot by their knowledge that the duke of York was 
a papist ; 2. that if any violence were ottered to his ma- 
jesty’s person, it should be ie\enged on the whole body 
of the papists ; 3. that a bill should he introduced to 
disable the duke of York from succeeding to the im- 
perial crown of England *. 

Had tho adherents of the court united m his defence 
with the “ party volant” (so the independent members 
were called) James might yet ha\c hidden defiance to 
the formidable host which stood in an ay against him. 
But means were devised to intimidate the one and to at- 
tract the other. The expulsion and imprisonment of 
sir Francis Wythcns, for the presentation to the king of 
the Westminster address expressive of “abhorrence ot 
“ the petitions,” and of sir Robert Caiinc, because at 
Bristol he had hinted an opinion that a presbjterian was 
more probable than a pojhsli plot, showed how dangerous 
it was to provoke the displeasure of the leaders; and a 
number of petitions against undue returns, petitions 
levelled chiefly against the eourtieis, taught them to 
tremble for the possession of their seats, and to nropi- 
tiate those on whose votes their subsequent fate must 
depend. On the other hand the party volant was in- 
duced to give their aid to the Whigs, on considerations 
drawn from the sudden depaiture of James, and the 
warmth displa\ed by lonl Russell and William Jones. 
The king, it was argued, would never have banished Ins 
brother a second time, had he not seen the necessity of 
yielding to the popular ferment ; nor could it be sup- 
posed that a nobleman so cautious as lord Russell, with 
such a princely fortune at stake, or a lawyer so eminent 
in his profession as Jones, with such a brilliant prospect 

* C J.iuin, Oct ‘JS. 30, Nov, i, J 
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before him, would have embarked so eagerly, so violently, 
in the cause, without, some secret assurance of being able 
to bring it to a successful issue*. 

In the debates respecting the bill of exclusion, the Nov, 
speakers on both sides did little inoie Ilian repeat the 1 
arguments which they had cnfoiced in the last par- 8 
liament. The principal novelty was an allusion to the jo 
unacknowledged claim of the duke of Monmouth. Why, 
it was asked, did the bill contain no provision in ease the 
duke of York should return to the protestant church? 

For what purpose had all mention of his children been 
so cautiously avoided ' J Why was not the right of suc- 
cession declared to reside in them? “They talk, in- 
“ deed,” exclaimed colonel Legge, afterwaids earl of 
Dartmouth, “of another successor in a black box; hut, 

“ if that Pandoras box is to ho opened. 1 hope it will be 
“ in my time, and not m that of my children, that I my- 
“ self ma\ have the honour of drawing my sword in 
“ support of the right! ill heir. ' The advocate* of the 
bill were content to reply, that as it named no one but 
the duke, the disability would apply solely to him; he 
would bo dead in law ; and the crown would of course 
descend as if he were naturally dead-K 

In the mean time Shaftesbury, to the surprise of the 
uninitiated, paid several visits in public to the duchess 
of Portsmouth: and yet the negotiation, which had 
commenced under her auspices, proceeded but slowly. 
Charles had descended from the demand of 800,000/. to 
the sum of 000,000/. : hut neither party dared to place 
confidence in the good faith of the other; lie insisted 
that the parliamentary grant should precede, the Whigs 
that it should follow, the exclusion of the duke J*. The 

• C. .Touin del 28,29. Temple, li. 5:19. 

+ State Tiaets, H.» Pail Hist iv 1175 1215. Janies, G01— 613 Tin* 
bill proposed to enact, that, it James survived the knifj, the crown should 
descend and be erijoved .by such peiMmoi put sons successively, during 
the hte ot the said Janie* duke of Ymk, as would have inherited and en 
■joyed tile same in case he were naturally dead. See it in Stale Tiact*., n 91. 

t James (Memoirs), i. 640. 645. 13m net, ii. 254, and note. Dalryniple, 

270 . 
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king, at the suggestion of Halifax, sought to bring the 
question to an issue by a message to the house of com- 
mons, in which he professed his readiness to concur with 
them in any measure of precaution, which did not 
infringe on the lawful descent of the crown. But it 
was determined to pay no regard to this message, 
and while the committee prepared an answer, the 
managers added a new stimulus to the fears and preju- 
dices of the members by the announcement of another 
conspiracy lately discovered in Ireland. 

From the very beginning, it had acted as a drawback 
from the ciedit of the English plot, that there existed no 
trace of any similar design in Ireland, where the catho- 
lics were so much more numerous, and had experienced 
so many more grievous and more recent causes of- irri- 
tation. Ormond carefully executed the orders of the 
English council, though he was convinced that they 
were not called for by any fault of the natives. He dis- 
armed the catholics, suppressed all schools and convents, 
shut up the chapels in the principal towns, and com- 
manded by proclamation all catholic priests to quit the 
island by a certain day. Next, in obedience to new in- 
structions, hut in opposition to his own judgment, he 
offered rewards to informers respecting the plot, and im- 
mediately a few men of desperate fortunes and aban- 
doned character came forward. But they met with htt'.e 
credit among their countrymen. Most of the accused 
were dismissed after examination by the Irish council, 
and the others, who took their trials, were acquitted by 
protestant juries*. The li lends of the plot were not 
discouraged. They summoned the disgraced informers 
to England, sent them back with new instructions to 
Ireland, and now, having recalled them from their mis- 
sion, exhibited them at the bar of the liou»e of commons, 
where Ilethcnngton, Murphy, and Fitzgerald detailed the 
particulars of an imaginary plot in Ireland, the exact 
counterpart of that supposed to have been discovered in 
* Cai'e, n. 477 408 5K5— 51G. App. 9*J , 
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England. The moment they departed, an address com- 
plaining of evil counsellors, and begging the king to 
trust to his faithful commons was adopted, and a motion 
made to read the hill of exclusion the third time. The 
duke’s friends yielded to the torrent: they did not even 
call for a division, and the bill passed amidst the shouts 
and congratulations of its advocates*. 

Here, however, for some reason, of which we are ig- 
norant, a pause of four days ensued ; and the inter- 
mediate time was spent by the opposite parties in pre- 
paring for the contest in the house of lords. Charles 
took a most decided part, openly solicit mg votes in favour N° v - 
of his absent brother ; and the popular leaders procured 
numerous petitions, and were careful that Dangeriield 
should he in attendance. It had been artfully arranged 
that Ins charge against the duke should immediately 
precede the introduction of the hill of exclusion. But 
liis testimony failed to produce the desired effect: for 
lord Peterborough, who was named as a party, vindicated 
himself so victoriously, that even Essex, one of the op- 
posite leaders, pronounced the informer unworthy of 
credit f. When lord Russell brought up the hill, he was 
accompanied by the great body of the commons, and his 
announcement of its title, “ to disable , lames, duke of 
York, from succeeding to the crown/* was followed by a 
cheer of approbation from behind the bar. The house 
resolved itself into a committee, and the commons re- 
mained to hear the debate. Essex and Shaftesbury, 
particularly the latter, distinguished themselves by the 
force and eloquence with which they urged the expedi- 
ency of the measure, and were followed not only by the 
accustomed leaders of the party, hut by the carl of An- 

* C. Journ. Noy 11 

+ In the Memoirs of James (i. 617) we arc assured from his collection 
of lettcis (hat the minimal ion of Pangerfield preceded the debate on the 
bill , and that such was the case is evident from the time at which the 
division took place, nine or eleven at night. It is probable that the clerk 
entered both the information and the debate on lord Petei borough’s puilt 
or innocence allcrwaids I’m his own convenience. L Journ. 667 — 0/0. 

R 2 
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glesey, who seems to have been intimidated by the 
evidence of Dangorfield, and by the earl of Sunderland, 
who took this opportunity to announce Ins apostacy *, 
Prudence might have closed the lips of Monmouth: but 
he spoke boldly, and uttered sentiments which gave un- 
pardonable offence both to his father and uncle. He 
should vote, he said, for the bill, because he knew of no 
other expedient to preserve the life of the king fioin the 
malice of the duke of York ; anexpiession which Charles, 
who was present, likened, m a loud whisper, to “ the kiss 
of Judas.’’ On the opposite side appealed a champion 
of matchless prowess, the eail of Halifax. He exposed 
the hypocritical ambition of Monmouth with all the 
powers of wit and sarcasm . he leluitted the argument ■> of 
Shaftesbury with an eloquence and energy winch sur- 
passed the most partial expectations of his friends: and 
he developed the arts and mtiigucs of the exclusiomsts 
m a manner which was keenly felt and deeply resented. 
At nine at night, after a debate of six hours, the house 
divided, and the bill was rejected, on the first reading, 
by a majority of sixty -three to thirty voices f. 

To console themselves under tins disappointment the 
popular leaders resolved to hunt down those whom they 
con&idcred as its principal authors. Halifax in one 
house, and Seymour in the other, were marked out f or 
the objects of vengeance. Against Halifax the < om- 
inous piesented an address, tlnit he might be fur ever 
removed irom the royal councils and pitscnco, not be- 
cause lie had so successfully opposed the bill of exclusion, 
but under the pretence that lie line! advised the late dis- 
solution. Chillies briolly replied, that whenever they 
could show that either Halifax, or any other of Ins coun- 
cillors, hud committed a legal offence, he would never m- 

* “ I .on .issuifil,” s.iys Lwhri, u (lord Sundci land ) did not do tins 
“ out ul lTirlin ition, 01 loi n »■ pir-enntion ol th<* pintrst.mt religion, but 
“ by mistaking tin* ability of ilif panv to mm it ” I>t lvu, m f»U. 

t L Joinn 6f6 .Faiio- (Mrn.mm j, i f.J7, f.lH M .rpii.TMin, 108, Ui», 
Iti'H' In. 1 0*1 . Iluriu't, ii 2 HI. in tt* .i Fmni Llieso iiulhuiitu's it appears 
that nil Lite bishops pr** taint, fourteen in uiimbei, voted against the bill. 
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terpose to screen him or them from punishment. Sey- 
mour, the most powerful advocate of the duke in the 
council, they impeached of peculation m the execution of 
his office of treasurer of the navy ; a charge the truth or 
falsehood of which was never ascertained, because he 
was never brought to a public tnal. To the king him- 
self, who had asked for pecuniary aid towaids t lie de- 
fence of Tangier against the Moors, they replied by an 
address, which was m reality meant to be an appeal to 
the people. The papists, the) told him, “ that bloody 
41 and restless party,” not content with the private exer- 
cise of their idolatrous worship, had brought over multi- 
tudes of priests and Jesuits to pervert the consciences of 
his subjects, and to corrupt those whom the\ could not 
pervert; had gradually usurped the control over (lie in- 
ternal and external polity of the kingdom ; had juevailed 
on him to make peace or war, to call or dissolve parlia- 
ments, as suited their purposes ; and having before them 
the prospect of a proselyted prince to succeed to the 
throne, had formed the design of assassinating his ma- 
jesty, of destroying the protestants m England, and of 
executing a second massacre m Ireland, that by these 
means they might accomplish the suppression of religion, 
and the overthrow of the got eminent. To prevent these 
evils, the house of commons had proposed the exclusion 
of the duke as the only remedy. Let the king adopt it, 
and he would find them ready to vote him pecuniary 
assistance: if not, they should at least preserve them- 
selves guiltless of the blood and desolation likely to 
ensue *. 

In the house of lords Shaftesbury proposed, what lie 
described “ as the sole leinainm; chance of security for 
“ liberty and religion,” a Lull of divorce, which by sepa- 
rating the king from Catherine, might enable him to 
marry a protectant princess, and to leave the crown to 


C Jtjimi Nov 17 112 26, 2/. 
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his legitimate issue *. The earls of Essex and Salisbury 
and the lord Howard of Escrick supported the motion ; 
which was as warmly opposed by the earls of Halifax 
and Bridgewater. Charles, however, declared that he 
would never consent to the disgrace of an unoffending 
woman ; he openly solicited the votes of the peers against 
the measure ; and its originator, despairing of the result, 
suffered it to sleep for a while, with the hope of bringing 
it forward again under more favourable auspices, and 
with a better prospect of success *K 

Hitherto the session had brought to 1 lie popular leaders 
nothing but disappointment and defeat: the prosecution 
of William Howard, lord viscount Stafford, gave them a 
victory, hut a victory which covered them with disgrace. 
Of the victims sacrificed to the perjury of Oates and his 
brother informers not one had died without protestations 
of innocence ; and the truth of these protestations had 
been strongly confirmed by the repeated acquittal of their 
surviving companions during the last summer. The 
credit of the plot, the credit of the majorities in both 
houses who had so loudly and so frequently pronounced 
their belief in its existence, and the credit of the states- 
men who had employed it as an engine to move the 
passions of the people, and as a weapon of offence against 
the duke of York, were evidently at stake. To maintain 
the reputation and the mtluenco of the party, a convic- 
tion was necessary, and to obtain such conviction no art 
was left untried, which the desire of victory could suggest. 
Hence it was, that when the lords in the Tower, after 
their long and rigorous confinement % demanded a trial. 


• It should V tomarl.ed th.it tin* exelusionnls novel attempted to move 
the question of Monmouth's legitimacy, whence Ralph justly inluiB that 
they kuew it would not be.u iticjimy . ’ Ralph, 5* 0. 

+ James (Memoirs'), 1 618 Maepheison, i. ](W 

t On tin* 21st of May, 1680, laid Station! was biouyht by habeas corpus 
before the court of King's liench, and demanded to be disrh.n»ed on bail, 
as he had l>eeii eighteen months in prison without being brought to trial. 
The chief justice lelu-ed, on the ground that the louU had declared that 
impeachments continued trom pailiament to pailumeut. Lord Stafford 
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the commons did not bring them together to the bar, 
but selected the lord Stafford, who on account of his age 
and infirmities appeared the least able to make a power- 
ful defence ; and in addition the\ exposed linn, during 
the proceedings, to insults capable of unnerving the 
stoutest heart, and refused to him those indulgences 
which humanity, if not justice, seemed to demand. 1. 
Each day, as the noble prisoner proceeded to the hall, or 
returned to the Tower, he was constantly surrounded and 
assailed by crowds of miscreants, sounding in his ears 
the most hideous yells and most appalling imprecations. 
He complained to the court of such treatment, but com- 
plained in vain. These cries, he said, wounded his 
feelings, and disturbed his thoughts ; they disabled him 
from attending to his defence ; they took from him that 
calmness of mind so necessary to a man pleading for his 
life. 2. On the second day, when the witness Dugdale 
came to the capital offence, and deposed to the* assent, 
said to have been given by lord Stafford to the design of 
assassinating the king, a cheer of congratulation, an 
expression of feeling suited more to savages than civilized 
men burst from the members of both houses, and ran 
through the hall. “ What,” exclaimed the lord high 
steward, “ is the meaning of this ? For the honour and 
“ dignity of public justice, let us not carry it as if we 
“ were in a theatre.” 3. The counsel of lord Siaffoid 
attended to argue points of law, if any such points should 
arise. Yet so captious was the jealousy of the managers, 
so ardent their desire of a conviction, that they would 
not permit the counsel to stand within a certain distance 
of the prisoner, lest they might b) a whisper or sign sug- 
gest to him some question or remark, useful lor his 
defence, or embarrassing to their witnesses. 4. AVhen 

replied Unit lie allied lor nothing but wh.it the law granted to even Lug 
lishman : l»v law he had .1 ilyhi to he hailed; nor would the gi. tilling of 
his demand mliinge the oidei ol the louts, lot, whe'hei he ueiein pusou 
or out on bn 1 , lie hliould be equalK toilbeoming when called upon. But 
the judges weie unwilling to mtei I’ere, and advised him to petition the 
king See Ins letter to Ins sou 111 the possession ot lus descendant, the 
present loid Stufloid. 
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the commons had concluded their case, and the accused 
solicited the refute of a day to prepare his answer, 
urging his fatigue, tns infirmities, his want of sleep, and 
the precedent of a similar indulgence in the case of lord 
Strafford, they sternly withheld their assent; and the 
lords, through fear of giving offence, had the inhumanity 
to refuse a request, winch was originally suggested by 
the high steward, and had been pronounced by him rea- 
sonable and just *. 

Westmmster-ball had been fitted up for the trial after 
the form which had been adopted during the proceed- 
ings against lord Strafford. The interior exhibited an 
exact resemblance of the house of lords ; on each side 
ascending rows of benches were appropriated to the 
members of the house of commons ; the managers, the 
witnesses, arid the accused were stationed near the bar, 
in face of the lord high steward ; on the right of that 
officer the king with lus attendants, on the left the 
queen with heis, occupied a private box ; and abo\e them a 
spacious gallon accommodated the foreign ambassadors, 
and other privileged individuals. Finch, the chancellor, 
discharged the office of lord high steward ; and the 
managers for the commons were Mavnard, who forty 
years before had been similarly engaged m the trial of 
lord Strafford, Wmnmgton, Treby, Jones, Powle, ai d 
Trevor, the most distinguished lawyers in the house. 

On the thirtieth of November (it was his sixty-ninth 
birth-day, but whether the coincidence arose fiom design 
or chance is unknown) this venerable nobleman w’as 
placed at the bar to plead against the informers, and 
politicians, and zealots who thirsted for lus blood. The 
Nov. day was spent In the managers in an attempt to establish 
3 ^‘ the existence of the plot. With tins view they detailed 
to the audience all those pernicious doctrines which have 
been so often, and so falsely , attributed to the church of 
Rome, that faith is not to he kept with heretics, that he- 


Tiia.1 of lonl Stiilfmil, folio, IGH0-1, p. 40. 42 G5. 
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terodox sovereigns may be lawfully deposed and mur- 
dered by their subjects, and that actions, vicious of their 
own nature, become virtuous, when their object is the 
benefit of the church. They then reminded their hearers 
of the persecution under queen Marv, of the gunpowder 
plot, of the massacre of the French Huguenots, and of 
the rebellion in Ireland, they attnluited to the catholics 
the burning of London, the destruction of the fleet at 
Chatham, and the subsequent fires in the metropolis; 
they painted in vivid colours all the horrors disclosed by 
Oates and his associates, the intended assassination of 
the king, the massacre of the protestants, the auxiliary 
armies of Fiench papists, of wild Irishmen, and of Spa- 
nish pilgrims ; and they urged the death of Godfrey, the 
correspondence of Coleman, and the com ictions of that 
intriguer, of Langhorne, and of the jesuits. In the next 
place the) threw out menaces of xengeanee against all 
who should presume to defame the king's witnesses, or 
n Hi nil the innocence of tnc peers in the Tower ; called 
on the lords to d.spla) llieir hue oi truth, and zeal for 
the protestant cause, and predicted that, if justice were 
done in this case, popery would he for ever banished out 
of the English world, llaung thus prepaied the minds 
of the audience, they called five witnesses, Dugdale, 
Oates, Prance, Turberville, and Denis, men whose \ery 
characters weie a sufficient condemnation of the cause 
w hioh they appeared to support. They deposed to things, 
many of them utterly incredible, and many morally im- 
possible ; that the pope, the cardinals, and the jesuits 
had for several years made this, their design of assassi- 
nating the king, the subject of common discourse and of 
public sermons in Italy ; that the moment the king 
should fall, the papists, confessedly a small body of men, 
would rise and cut the throats of the protestants, and 
that such protestants as had the good fortune to escape 
the knives of the assassins would nevertheless fall by 
the swords of the popish arm), though whence that army 
was to come, or by what means it was to be raised, no 
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man could describe or conceive. To the testimony of 
these men lord Stafford was content to reply, that no part 
of it was m any manner applicable to him *. 

On the second day the managers undertook to bring 
*j C ' the charge home to the accused. Dugdale deposed to 
three facts : 1. that lord Stafford, at a consult at Tixall, 
had given his consent to the king’s death ; 2 . that on a 
subsequent Sunday, coming from Stafford to Tixall to 
hear mass, he met the deponent, and told him that the 
catholic worship would soon be established in England; 
and 3. that on the 20th or 2 1 st of September, sending 
for the witness to his chamber, be offered him 500/. if he 
would undertake to assassinate the king. Dugdale was 
repeatedly urged to name the time of the coiiault: but 
he kept himself on his guaid ; though a latitude of ten, 
and subsequently of fourteen days was offered, still no 
ingenuity could extort from him any other answer than 
that it was held about the end of August, or the begin- 
ning of September, 1078. 

Oates followed. Besides Ins pretended acquaintance 
with many letters, in which lord Stafford had expressed 
his adhesion to the plot, lie .'.wore positively that he saw 
Fenwick deliver into the hands of the prisoner a patent 
from the general of the jesuits, appointing him pay- 
master to the catholic army. To Oates succeeded Tur- 
berville, a younger son of a catholic family in Glumuigan- 
slnre, who, finding himself reduced to poverty, lmd con- 
formed to the established church, and put in Ins claim 
for the reward promised to lnformcis *E Tins witness 
declared that in Paris lie had been three weeks with lord 
Stafford, who earnestly solicited him to murder the king. 
Iiis deposition closed the case for the prosecution; and 
the prisoner was called upon for his defence. lie ob- 
served, that he had good reason to believe that the 

• Trial, 7 - 6 % 

t According to In-, sworn " information,” lie was at first gentleman 
usher to lady M.ny Molnieux, and ulierwards sent to Douai to become h 
fn.ir, but ran away fiom the coin rut, which bo enraged lus relations, that 
his bruther disinherited him. Inlorm. 5. 7. 
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doctrines so ostentatiously put forward by the managers, 
were not tho doctrines of the church of Rome : at all 
events, they were not Ins doctrines; he had always 
looked on them with abhorrence, and therefore was not 
answi ruble for them ; that Ins pa*>t life had borne wit- 
ness to his loyalty, and had earned for him the approba- 
tion of lus sovereign ; and that his conduct on the first 
discovery of the plot was a satisfactory proof of his inno- 
cence. Had he been conscious that Oates the informer 
saw him accept the traitorous commission, and that others 
had been suborned by him to murder the king, would 
he not have sought to preserve bis life by flight or con- 
cealment ? Yet seven days afterwards he came publicly 
to London, and continued to attend his duty m parlia- 
ment, till he was taken into custody. Again, two com- 
missioners from the house of lords, and subsequently 
others from the council, had come to him in the Tower 
with a promise of a full pardon, if lie would only confess 
vvliat lie* knew of the coiinpiiacv . Was it to be conceived 
that, with the knowledge of the fate which had befallen 
lliose who were found guilty, and of the fate which 
awaited himself in the event of conviction, he would have 
refused the pioposal, if he had been conscious of guilt? 
These things he ottered as strong presumptions in his 
favour; and then requested the respite of a day 1o pre- 
paie for his defence. That the request was refused is 
already known to the reader*. 

The following morning he boldly met the charges 
against lmn. Each of the three witnesses was, he mam- 
tamed, a peijured villain ; and whoever impart tally con- 
sulers his proofs must admit the truth of the assertion f. 
Of Dugdale he showed that the informer knew nothing 
of the pretended consult at Tixall, when he made his 

* Tual, 58-56. 65. 

f 01 ronise I must con line myself to the more important points of the 
case. Unfortunately lout StalToid mg' d m addition a gi eat variety of 
proofs, many of them more liable to ubje< lion horn an ingenious opponrnt. 
This enabled the wanageis b\ disputing tin* aecuraiy of his statements, 
and Ihe credit of Mime of his witnesses, to withdraw the ntlention of the 
Coin t fiom that which constituted tho must nupoitaiit part oflns defence. 
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original deposition upon oath m December, J G 7 S. It 
was seven months later, at the trial of sir George Wake- 
man, that he fust aim mured its existence to the public ; 
but then he fixed it, m the month of August, now he 
sought to transfer it to the beginning of September. 
But this artifice would not avail him. Lord Stafford, 
as was cleaily proved, spent the month of August m 
Bath, and did not arrive at Tixall till the 12th of Sep- 
tember, much too late to attend a consult there about 
the end of one month or the beginning of the other. 
Again, of the pretended oiler of 500/ on the 20th or 21st of 
September for the muider of the king, Dugdale was 
equally ignorant at the time of hisoriguiid information, 
lie then, indeed, mentioned ail interview vv.th lend Staf- 
ford on the 2 (Mb ; and dunged him with say mg, “that 
“ there was a design m hand, and that, if Dugdaie would 
“ undertake it, lie should have a good reward, and would 
“ make lnmself faiimu* , * but to learn the nature of this 
design, lie hastened Irom lord Stafford 1o livers the 
josuit, and by him. Inning previously taken an oath of 
secrecy, was informed that it had for its object the as- 
sassination of the king*'. How could that deposition be 
reconciled with his testimony on the present trial ? How 
could he he ignorant of the design if he had already as- 
sisted at tlie consult m which it was determined, and had 
even received an oflei of 50ii/. to cany it into execution : 

Against Oates lord Stafford objected, 1. that this 
witness, accoi ding to lus own testimony, not only pre- 
tended to be a catholic while he was in reality apiotest- 
ant, but during Ins voluntary transactions with the 
jesuits had lived in the practice of a religious worship 
which m his conscience he believed to be idolatrous. 
Was a man of this degraded character, a miscreant of 
such deep dissimulation and hypociisy, one who would 
even commit idolatry for the accomplishment of his pur- 
pose, admissible as a witness in a court of justice? 

* Tn.il, 69 — 95. 103. Thib mfuimatiun m.\y be seen in the I.oide' 
Journals, xm. 442. 



AD. 1680.] 


HIS DEFENCE. 


253 


2. Oates hud slated that, ii‘ ho had descended to such 
discreditable arts, it was to discover the seciets ot the 
jesmts; that he had succeeded in obtaining their con- 
fidence, had been employed by them to arrange all their 
papers, and to distribute tlien treasonable commissions, 
and )ot. out of the multitude of documents w hu h passed 
through his hands, he had nor preserved a single line, 
to prove the truth of any one of Ins pretended dis- 
coveries. 3. This was not the first tune that Oates had 
charged lord Stafford upon oath. In one deposition he 
had made linn secietaiv of state, in another he had 
named lnm without am office; and now' he comes for- 
ward and swears that, tluee months Indore ln». first 
affidavit, lie saw lord Stafioid receive trom the hands of 
Femvick, the jcsuil, a commission appointing him pay- 
master of the arm} . How was it possible to reconcile 
these different oaths, oi to attach credit t,o the testimony 
ot a man who bad voluntarily taken them all*’ 

To the evidence of Ti.rbervilb* the prisoner opposed, 
1. a solemn assertion that he was a peifcet stiu'igor to 
the person and name of the informer ■ 1 the testimony 
of the two servants, who attended him in Paris, that 
they never saw Turbervillc m tlu-ir master’s house ; 

3. the acknowledgment of Turherx illc hinisell at the bar, 
that lie knew not the servant, nor could describe I ho 
house, or the rooms, or their furn.Uire; and, lastly, the 
depositions of different persons, that Turbervillc, alter 
lie had conformed to the established cliuich, repeatedly 
asserted, and sometimes with oaths, that be knew 
nothing respecting the plot. In addition to these. Dr. 
Lloyd, the bishop of St. Asaph, at whose table Tui be r- 
ville, after his conversion, dined for the space of three 
months, might have testified the same, and with stdl 
greater effect : but a menace, artfully thrown out by 
Winnmgton in his opening speech, had terrified the 
prelate, and he thought it belter to allow innocent blood 

* Tii.il, 95— 102. Scribe depositions in State Tiiuls, w G12, and L. 
Journ xin.d27 
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to be shed, than to encounter in its defence the displea- 
suie of the house of commons 

ec Three of the managers were heard in reply. They 

4 . maintained that the reality of the plot was now proved 
beyond dispute, awl that the evidence against the pri- 
soner was clear and conclusive; they dwelt minutely on 
all the weak points of his case, and the apparent in- 
accuracy of a part of his statements ; and they urged 
the contradiction which had been g’vcn to some of his 
witnesses, and the probability that others, who were 
catholics, had been previously tutored to serve Ins pur- 
pose: but the most important feature in the case, the 
charge of perjury against their own witnesses, seems 
almost to have escaped their notice. The pretended 
consult at Tixall, a manifest loigcry, they were content 
to waive, because the prisoner objected the uncertainly 
of Dugdale as to the time ; and on the glaring incon- 
sistency between the testimony of that witness, as well as 
that of Oates, and their original informations, they made 
no comment whatever. The condemnation of an inno- 
cent man seems not to have alarmed their consciences. 
They acted as if they thought it their duty to employ all 
the powers of their eloquence, all f ho resources of their 
ingenuity, to procure a conviction ; leaving it to the court 
to detect the fallacy of their reasoning, to unravel the 
web which they had so artfully woven, to sift out me 
truth from that accumulation of chaff under which they 
had buried it. If injustice were done, the judges, not 
the advocates, w T ere to be responsible t- 

# Llovd, hom having boon Turbcrville’s religious instructor, was 
enabled to judge that Ins testimony at the trial was nothin'? but fiction. 
Unfortunately, In* had leccntly published a 1 rent iso, m whn h, to cie.ite 
dissension among the c.itholir cleigv, Iip bail praised the secular priests 
at the expense ol the leligums nideis (Unmet, u 23D), and Wmningtun, 
to tej nly the bishop, complained of this book in Ins opening speech, as 
"artificially wntten m Uvnlii of popery, and deseiving what if would un- 
** doubtedly leceive, a pai'icnlm consideration ” The prelate, uiged by 
conscience ou one side, ami dctcurd by fear on the oilier, consulted his 
fnends whether he was hound to come torward in the deleuceol innocence 
at the risk of hiuif'inf' on hi- own hc.nl the vengeance of the house of 
commons, mid they veiv indulgently resolved the ease ill iuvour of his 
timnlily Unmet, ii. 258 

t Tual, lf*9 — 192- 
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The prisoner now made his exceptions in point of 
law; of which the principal were, that impeachments in 
parliament determine at the dissolution of parliament, 
and that two witnesses are necessan to prove an overt 
act of treason. The lirst of these the lords would not 
allow to be argued — it had already been decided by then- 
house ; on the second the) consulted the judges, who 
replied unanimously that it was sufficient it one witness 
proved one overt act, and a second another, both being 
directed towards the accomplishment of the same trea- 
son. Il is difficult to believe that such could be the 
original meaning of the legislature, if we consider the 
real object for which the statute of treasons passed. But 
this explanation was first given under the common- 
wealth m the trial of Love before the high court of jus- 
tice ; it was adopted b> the judges at the restoration in 
the trials of the regicides, and has ever since continued 
to he the doctrine of the courts*. 

On the seventh day the lords assembled in the hall : Bee. 
the high steward called on them in order, beginning with 7 ‘ 
the junior baron ; and each, placing liL right hand on 
his breast, pronounced his judgment “ upon his honour.” 

Out of eighty-six voices, oiie-and-tlurty declared the 
prisoner innocent, fifty-five guilty. lie was now mtio- 
duced, and informed of the unfavourable result. It proved 
far different from what he had anticipated : but he 
mastered his feelings. “ God’s holy name be praised,” 
was his answer. ” I confess I am surprised at it ; but 
“ God’s will be done, and your lordships’ : I w ill not 
” murmur at it. God forgive those who have sworn falsely 
“ against me.’’ The commons m a body, with the speaker 
at their head, demanded judgment ; and the high 
steward, after a laboured speech, which showed, if he 
spoke his real sentiments, how miserably prejudice had 
benighted liis understanding, or, if lie did not, how 
anxiously he sought to conciliate the victorious party 

• Trial. 101— 198. 

t I should think the Iasi was hi? object, bV v> hat other purpose could 
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adjudged the prisoner to suffer the usual punishment 
of traitors. “ My loids,” said the unlortunate viscount, 
“ give me leave to speak a few words. I thank you for 
“ all your favours tome. I do here, in the presence of 
“ Almighty God, declare that 1 have no malice in my 
“ heart against those who have condemned me. I know 
“ not who they are, nor desire to know. I forgive them 
“ all, and beseech your lordships all to pray for me. 
“ But I have one humble request to make, that for 
“ the short time 1 have to live 1 may not be a close pri- 
“ soner, as I have been of late, but may be allowed to 
“ see my wife and children, and friends.” The request 
was granted, with a pionnse that the lords would also 
be suitors to Ins majesty to remit every part of tne 
punishment but the striking of! Ins head. At these 
words he hurst into tears ; but, suddenly collecting 
himself, said: “My lords, it is not your justice, but 
“ your kindness, tliui makes me weep*. 0 

That loid Stailord sliould have been condemned by so 
numerous a majority mu -4 have provoked the surprise 
of the reader. But he should lecolleet that the same 
object will often appear m a very dissimilar light to the 
spectator who views it calmly from a distance, and 1o 
the man who acts under the influence of public excite- 
ment, and with a judgment swayed by the view-. and 
prejudices of party. It is also to be reinembeied that 
lord Stafford was not arraigned before a jury of indif- 
ferent individuals: his late was decided by the vote? of 
men who were parties to the prosecution, and interested 
in his conviction. The hom*e of lords had been em- 
ployed for two sessions in investigating the plot, m pro- 
curing evidence, in forwarding the trials of the accused. 
They had excited the passions of the people by their 
votes, had published their conviction of the existence of 
the plot, had made that conviction the giound of a severe 

he tell lord Stafford that imw no man ronld donhr that London wai burnt 
by tile papists -n subject on .vhirli not one tittle of evidence had been 
given at the trial Sute Tnals. 1556 
• Tiial, 209—214. 
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persecution of the whole body of catholics, and had 
I hrown into piison the persons who ventured to express 
a doubt of the honesty of Ihe informers. Had they now, 
in opposition to the positive oaths of the same informers, 
acquitted the prisoner, they would have done what they 
so arbitrarily punished in others ; they must have 
acknowledged that the plot was a fiction ; they must 
have taken shame to themselves for the excitement, the 
miseries, and the bloodshed which they had caused. It 
should, moreover, be observed, that the trial came on at 
a moment most unfavourable to the noble prisoner, im- 
mediately after the rejection of the bill of exclusion, 
when one party was goaded almost to madness by the 
sting of disappointment, and the other, alarmed bv 
the threats, sought to pacify the vengeance of their ad- 
versaries*. It will not then excite surpuse if, under 
the influence of such motives, many were disposed to 
look rather to the testimony of the witnesses than to the 
objections against their veracity ; and to persuade them- 
selves that, if they judged wrongly, the blame must 
rest, nut with themselves, but with those by whose oaths 
they bad been deceived t. 

Among the friends, or pretended friends, who visited 
lord Stafford after Ins condemnation, were do» tor Burnet 
and the bishop of London. They exhorted him to attend 
to the welfare of his soul, and offered to point out to 
him the erroneous doctrines of the church of Rome. He 
replied that his time was so short, and therefore so pre- 
cious, that lie could not afford to spend it in religious 
controversy. From the care of the soul they descended 
to that of the body. To one of their inquiries he replied. 


* This* certainly appears from their refusal of granting loid Stafford a 
day’s piepaiation foi ins delonee. 

t Ninth, lixumen, 219. " V’eiy few of the lords who found him guilty 

would own that they gave full credit to the witnesses The chief justice 
North usked how, then, they could condemn him ? In answer, he was 
told that they were bound by the legal proot ot facts, uud the witnesses, 
by swearing to the facts, had furnished such proof to which he replied 
that peers, like juries, hud to weigh the credibility hotlinl the persons and 
the things '• Lives ol the Norths, i. 328. 

VOL. XLI. S 
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that of a conspiracy against the king he had neither any 
knowledge nor so much as a suspicion. Many projects 
for the purpose of obtaining toleration had, indeed, been 
agitated among the catholics. These he might disclose 
as the price of his life, though that disclosure would 
earn for him the displeasure of the duke of York. This 
last hint produced its effect. Burnet brought him a 
message from lord Essex, lord Russell, and sir William 
Jones, that if he would discover what he knew respect- 
ing such designs, particularly respecting the conduct of 
the duke, he should be excused from confessing the 
Dec. charges against himself; and the carl of Carlisle in- 
18. formed the lords that lus unfortunate kinsman would be 
ready in the course of two days to give full information 
of all that he knew in reference to the plot. But the 
house refused to wait ; and, with the king’s permission, 
lord Stafford was immediately placed at the bar. He 
saul, that the catholics had made several attempts to 
procure an abolition, or at least a mitigation, of their 
sufferings. Long ago he himself had proposed 1o ex- 
change the fines and penalties, to which they were sub- 
ject, for the annual payment of 100,001)/. to tho king. 
Lord Shaftesbury, who was then chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, approved the offer : hut the catholics objected 
to so large a sum, and the project wa-. abandoned. Sub- 
sequently a measure of relief, founded on a new nVh of 
civil allegiance, was brought into parliament, but lost 
through the obstinacy of lord Bristol. After this the 
opposition of lord Clarendon and the bishops to the 
declaration of indulgence extinguished his hopes, which, 
however, were subsequently rekindled by the report of 
the conversion of the duke of York to the catholic faith. 
It was then proposed to form a coalition between the 
catholics and the country party, for the purpose of pro- 
curing, in the first place, the dissolution of the parlia- 
ment, and in the next the toleration of the catholic wor- 
ship. This plan obtained the approbation of all to whom 
he had submitted it, of the duke of York, of the lord 
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chancellor, and of lord Shaftesbury. But Iho moment 
Shaftesbury was mentioned, the house interrupted lus 
discourse. He was brought there, not to defame the 
great champion of protest-autism, but to disclose the 
particulars of the plot ; and, on his s demn protestation 
that he had never any knowledge of the plot, he was 
remanded to the Tower *. 

The same day the sheriffs received the warrant for 
his decapitation, but disputed its validity They could 
not conceive why the king should mteilere at all with 
the execution. The cause hud not been tried before 


him • the home tf lords had pronounced the judgment, 
and it was for the same court to enforce it. In this Bee. 
protended perplexity they applied by petition to the 


lords, and received for answer that “the king’s writ 


“ ought to be obeyed.” They were not, however, satis- 
fied : they began to question the authority of the lords 
also; and solicited the direction o r the house of com- 
mons. At their request the four following queries were 23. 
laid before that, house: “Can the king, being neither 


“ party nor judge, older the execution? Can the lords 
“awaid the execution? Can the king dispense with 
“ any part of the execution ? If' he cun dispense with a 
“ purl, why not with idl v * But the majority of the 
commons buruyed no wLdi to cnlcitain a subject, which 


would have drawn after it an alln cation both with the 


king and the lord* ; and, on the motion of sir William 
J ones, the petitioners w ere informed, that “ the house 


* I ords' Journals, 721 IUn^l.j, 10‘» Ecliaul, 99;. Iluniei, u 264 
Loid Si. .fluid lelt be iimi him an «iuto"iui> 1 » copy of this eomniunuatiou 
The latfei p.ut o!’ it h is been lo-d fioni I lu* liist portion ol it 1 have bum 
enabled to eonert home rnoisof Ihc preceding authorities. 

t * 1 think it a temble thing,” sa>s .Limes, “ to sign a warrant lor put- 
" ting a mini to death upon the testimony of such peri lived villains as 
« those who deposed iganist hud Siaflord, and I hope his m.ijest} will 
>• ] l(nc considered 1 lie trouble it was e^*r after to the king his lather 
"the hating signed the wiuiant for the execution of lord Struffoid; 
" and, if it he not too late, whj should not yon put him in mind of it, 
" it being a temble flung the shedding the' blood of an innocent man, 
“ as L am most coulident loid Stuflord is.” Luttei to Ilyde, Clar 
Cor l. 50. 


S 1 
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41 was content the sheriffs should execute William, late 
44 viscouut Stafford, by severing his head from his body 
“ only.” The suggestion obtained for Jones the repu- 
tation of ingenuity: a vote more insulting to the sove- 
reign could not easily have been devised *. 

Much conjecture was expended respecting the motives 
which actuated the sheriffs. They were Cornish and 
Bethel, who after a long contest had been returned in 
opposition to the court t ; and their professed devotion 
to Shaftesbury and his more intimate associates pro- 
voked a strong suspicion that they were advised and 
guided by that nobleman. But what was the object? 
It could not be that any doubt was seriously entertained 
of the king’s right. That right had been unifoimly ex- 
ercised without dispute by preceding monarchs. Scarcely 
a reign had passed without the conviction or attainder 
of some peer for treason ; and in every instance, when 
the judgment was carried into effect, the execution took 
place i si virtue of a similar warrant, and by the same 
manner of death. It is equally difficult to believe that 
the same spirit of remorseless bigotry, which displayed 
itself by the burst of congratulation at the trial, could 
pursue its victim after condemnation, and seek to in- 
crease the bitterness of Ins death by adding to the 
poignancy of lus sufferings and the ignominy of bis 
punishment. Perhaps it was one of those dark and 
dangerous contrivances, which teemed in the prmilic 
brain of Shaftesbury, and of which the object was to 
point the clamour of the people against the court by 

• L. Jnurn xm J24. C Journ Her 23 Pail Ilist iv 12 r -l State 
Trials, vn 1362. North, 219 It is obsen ed In Mr ILugravr, that in 
this vuirraut (see it, Tnal, 2l5j the judgment against lonl StalVoici in 
stated tu be, not by the kill", oi the king and loids, oi w ith the assent of 
the king, but by the loids only, not the loids lenipoial oi spiritual, oi the 
lords generally, but cxpiessly by the lords temporal. Opinion and Argu- 
ment of Mr. Haig rave, p 8G. 

+ They weie tluiM*n at the usual time, midsummer day, but, us they re- 
fused to ieeei\e the saci ament and abjure the eo\enaut, a new election 
was fixed lor the 14th ol July Before that time they qualified, and were 
opposed by Nicholson and Box in the interests of the court. At the close 
of the poll the numbers stood fur Cornish 2483, Bethel 2276, Box 1428, 
and Nicholson 1230. Echard 989 
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holding out the king as the friend and favourer of the 
papists i ‘. 

Supported by the consciousness of innocence, and by 
the persuasion that he was about to perish a martyr to J>«c. 
his religion, Stafford proceeded with a steady step and 
cheerful countenance to the place of execution. The 
severity of the weather induced him to ask for a cloak, 
lest, as he said, if he should tremble through cold, it 
might be taken for a symptom of' fear. At Ins appear- 
ance a few y ells and groans were heard: and to Ins re- 
quest that the sheriffs would interfere, we arc told that 
Cornish returned this brutal answer: “I am ordered to 
“ stop no one’s mouth but your own.” As, however, he 
passed on, the people treated him with respect, and many 
uncovered their heads. From the scatfold he delivered 
a long speech with a firm voice and much animation. 

He indignantly repelled the foul calumnies which had 
been uttered against Ins religion his trial, and as- 
serted his ow n innocence in the most energetic terms, 
lie declared on his salvation that he had never in Ins 
life spoken to either Oates or Turbervillc. nor more than 
twice or thrice to Dugdale, and then only on trifling 
matters, and always in the presence of others t. Falling 
on lus knees he pronounced aloud a prayer composed 
for the occasion, and rising, once more protested his in- 
nocence. The spectators listened to him with hare heads, 
and answered with cries of “ We believe you, my lord — 
“God bless you, my lord!” Having embraced his 
friends, he knelt down and stretched himself on the 
block. The executioner poised the axe in the air, as if 
he were taking aim; but suddenly checking himself, 

* If we may believe Echnid (p. 10351, "lord Russell ’s real against lord 
" St.illoL'l transported him so l.ir, that ho was one of those who, with He- 
“ thel, furnish, &r. questioned the king’s power in allowing that laid to 
“ be only beheaded.” lu another place lie says that Charles, alluding to 
this, said, when lie grunted the same mitigation to him at lei Ins condciii' 
nation. “Mv lord Russell will now see tliat 1 hu\c a powei to change Iks 
sentence” Id p 1034. 

f See “ The -peech of ffm, late Lord Viscount Stafford, London, punted 
for Wm Hailey, 1680 ” Four drafts of this speech, in the l»and of the un- 
fortunute viscount, ate in the possession of loid Staffoid. 
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brought it down again to his feet. Lord Stafford, raising 
his head, inquired the cause of the delay ; and was told 
that he waited for a sign : “ Take jour own time,” he ic- 
plied ; “ I shall make no sign.” “ Do you forgive me, 
‘‘sir? 1 ’ said the executioner. “1 do,” was Ins reply. 
After this short dialogue ho resumed his former posture, 
and at one stroke his head was se\ored from the body. 
The spirit with which he had defended himself at his 
trial surpassed the expectations of his friends and con- 
founded the hopes of his enemies ; and his Christian 
piety and fearless deportment on the scaffold confirmed 
the growing opinion of his innocence. The patrons of 
the plot derived no benefit from his death 


* TimL 218 State Tii.Us, vn 1503 1508. Huincil, 11 200. Krlnud, 
997- Ileiesby, 1 12 Tile lust wutu, u lew days l»elou (Jlee. 94), “l 
tended the king's cow In’ e foi two hems Chmles “ seen.ed (pule bee 
“ from e.'iTe and trouble, thnueh one would have thought ul Mi's, tune he 
‘ should haw* been owrw tielmed lln-iewilli loi e\ei«hody nov\ unarmed 
" he must eitliei dismiss the p.uh.tmeut in a lew days, oi delner himself 
" up to then pressing desiies ; but the sti aits he was in seciued no way » 
‘ to enibuirass him." P 110 
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Project iif limitations — \ loleiue of tin* house of commons — Dissolution of 
fiaili. uncut — New ] mil lame ill at Ox lord — Rejection of expedients — 
Impeachment ol Pit/h.uns — Dissolution — Trial and execution of Kitz 
hums —of riunkett — ol College — Discharge ol Howard, House, Shaftes- 
bury— Affairs ol Sc t\ laud— Parliament — Argylc refuses the test — Is 
tiled, eomleimied, .mil escape*— Flight and ilpath of Shaftesbury — 
Rye-house plot — Executions — Lord William Russell — Colonel Syd- 
ney— Paidon ol Monmouth— Power of the duke of York — Intngues of 
IlaliJax — Death and chaiacter of Charles. 


Though Charles by his spirited opposition lo the bill 
of exclusion bad proved his determination to support 
the interests ot his brother, there were many who, 
judging fimn his poverty, his love of ease, the facility 
with vlii'di he changed his resolutions, and the mge- 
nuit\ with which lie vindicated those changes to liis 
ow n satisfaction, \entured to predict that after a short 
struggle he would, according to his custom, yield to the 
impoitunity and perseverance of Ins opponents. Under 
this persuasion the cxelusionists continued to appeal to 
the public in helialf ol' their favourite measure, by the 
circulation of pamphlets, speeches, and addresses, and 
at the same time laboured to make an impression on the 
mind of the king by the representations of his ministers, 
of his mistress, of his nephew, and of his allies. 1. Sun- 
derland and Godolphm ceased not to inculcate that his 
pecuniary wants imposed on him the necessity of pro- 
pitiating his opponents in parliament. 2. The duchess 
of Portsmouth, as often as he sought relief from care in 
her company, harassed him with the repetition of her 
fears and misgivings. 3. The prince of Orange had not, 
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indeed, the face to advocate openly tlie exclusion of a 
prince who was his uncle and father-in-law ; but he 
sufficiently manifested his real wishes, by imploring the 
king on the one hand to come to a good understanding 
with his parliament, and on the other to refuse every 
project of a bill of limitations, because such a bill would 
necessarily subvert the very foundations of the mo- 
narchy *. 4. The Spanish ambassador represented to 

lnm the unjust and ambitious views of the French 
monarch, and lamented, but in guarded and respectful 
tei ms, those internal dissensions, which rendered the king 
of England unable to attend either to his own interest 
or to that of his allies. 5. Last of all came the Dutch 
ambassador, with a long and laboured memorial, in which 
the States general declared, that they were at last com- 
pelled to speak out by tlie danger to which they were 
exposed ; that they had endeavoured to please nitn, till 
they had drawn upon themselves the enmity of other 
powers ; that the lung of France was manifestly aiming 
at ihe conquest of the Spanish Netherlands, and of the 
Dutch commonwealth, while the king of England, from 
whom the} had a right to expect assistance, had tied up 
his hands by dissension with his parliament, and thought 
proper to sacrifice the welfare of Europe, of all the 
protestant powers, and particularly of the United Pro- 
vinces, “ for so uncertain a matter as a future succes- 
sion.” It was not their office to dictate his conduct t- 
him ; but they certainly might pray that, if he were re- 
solved to sacrifice his kingdom, his royal person, and the 
union of his subjects, he would say so at once, that they 
might know what they had to expect, and might devise 
some means to save from destruction the republic and 
the poor people committed to tlicir care. The tone of 
this instrument was offensive to tlie feelings, injurious 
to the character of the king. He complained of it in 
strong and resentful language to the States, by whom it 


liolrymplr, 307- 
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was immediately disavowed ; and Charles, after some 
investigation, believed that he had traced it to its real 
authors, Sunderland, and Sydney the ambassador at the 
Hague, on one part, and the prince, and Fagel the pen- 
sionary, on the other. It failed of its intended effect. 
Instead of intimidating it offended, ai d resentment im- 
pelled him to refuse what otherwise his indolence might 
perhaps have conceded *. 

The bill of limitations, to which the prince of Orange 
alluded, was the work of lord Halifax, who sought by 
this expedient to win the friendship, or ward off the 
vengeance of those whom lie hail made his enemies by 
his successful stand against the bill of exclusion. Under 
his guidance the house of lords spent the rest of the 
session in framing a bill for “the security of the pro- 
* f testant religion;” and in the committee, which sat 
from day to day, it was proposed that an association of 
protestants should he formed to watch over the king’s 
life, and to revenge his death on the papists, if he 
should perish by poison or violence ; that all catholics 
whose rental exceeded 100/. per annum should be 
banished for lifct, a clause which offered so many 
difficulties in the detail, that it was postponed for future 
consideration; that the duke of York should he dis- 
abled from holding office in England, or any country 
dependent on the crown of England ; that al the king’s 


• The memorials of the Spanish ami Dutch ambassadni s aio in Ralph, 
1.548 — 551. See also d’Avaux, i 59 62,6,1 James, i. (>41—643 The com 
plaints against Louis giew out of the new claims which lie advanced 
under the heads of “ reunions” and “ dependencies.” lie had established 
two cliambeis of justice at 11 usac and Metz, w huh adjudged io turn as 
lord of Alsace and of the tlnee bisliopiics of Mel*, Toni, and Veulun, all 
the llefa, which ioimeily belonged to tlie ancient lords of those commie*, 
though sepuiated liom them centuries bcfoie By those “ reunions ’ the 
kings of Sw edeu and Spain, the elector or Treves, the count palatine, and se- 
veral princes and pielnles weie forcibly dispossessed of their ancient lights. 
Thu ” dependencies’’ were questions respecting the limits of the tern- 
tones belonging to the places which the kings of Fiance and Spain had 
restored, or ceded by tlu- treat} of Ninu-guen. and a-, these limits were 
not specified in tlu* uoat}. Louis detoinuned them according to his own 
interest, and took possession by Toiee. Of the injustiee ol Ins pretensions 
undei these two heads no doubt can exist 

t This was a favoume pio|ecl with Halifax James (Memoirs), i 594 
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death the parliament then in being, or, if none were in 
being, the last parliament should sit for six months; 
that neither James himself, nor any catholic successor, 
should possess any negative voice on lulls passed by the 
two houses ; that the right of treating with foreign 
states, and of appointing to all offices, civil, military, or 
ecclesiastical, should be reserved to the paihament, 
while it was sitting, or to a council of forty-one indi- 
viduals at other tunes, that the duke of York should 
be liable to the penalties of tieasen if he came 1o 
England during the king's life, and to the forfeiture of 
all his property if he resided within 500 miles of the 
British shoies. When these limitations were communi- 
cated to James, he rejected tin m with indignation and 
scorn. They might leave him the title, but they stripped 
him of the power of king. They made the monarch a 
mere pageant, and converted the monarchy into an 
oligarchy, lie w r rote to his brother, reprobating the 
plan in the most vehement language; he conjured him 
to be on his guard against Ins republican advisers, and 
he ceased to consider as his friend the statesman by 
whom the limitations were devised *. 

The loss of the exclusion hill provoked much angry 
discussion m the house of commons. Some charged the 
bishops, who opposed it, with having “ torn out the 
“ bowels of their motliei the church ; ” lord Russell de- 
clared that if his own father had voted against it, he 
would have been the first to have impeached lus parent 
of high treason ; many called for the immediate banish- 
ment of all catholics of pi opertv , whether men or women ; 
and others, maintained that popery was “ so clenched and 
“ riveted among us,” that neither God nor man could 
prevent it from being established in the kingdom t. 
With their passions thus excited the commons proceeded 
to gratify their vengeance. At the commencement of 
the session they had \er\ justly resolved that to petition 


* L JiMirn. x;u GH4 740. .lamps (Memoirs), j. 635. 
| i J nl Iliai 1234-1251. Ech.ud, 1000 
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for the sitting- of parliament, or the redress of grievances, 
is flic right of the subject : and now, under the pretence 
of vindicating that right, they scrupled not to invade 
other rights still more valuable. By their orders the 
chief of the “ abhorrers ° were dragged from their homes 
in distant countries, brought as delinquents to the bar, 
and committed to prison during the pleasure of the 
bouse. But these arbitrary and illegal arrests were at 
last checked by Stawcll, chairman of the grand jury of 
Devonshire, whose offence consisted in the delivery of 
an address to the judges at the assizes. He set the mes- 
senger at defiance ; lie know of no authority in the 
commons to arrest him for doing his duty ; and the 
house, to escape from the difficulty, allowed him a month 
for Ins appearance under the pretence that he was in- 
disposed*. At the same time they instituted a severe 
inquiry into the administration of justice. They pre- 
sented an address for the removal of Jeffreys, the 
recorder, who had the good sense to propitiate 1ns ene- 
mies by a speedy resignation •{■ : and they voted impeach- 
ments against Scroggs and North, the two chief justices, 
against Jones, a puisne justice of the king’s bench, 
and against Weston, a baron of the exchequer. That 
these prosecutions originated in political resentment 
cannot be doubted: yet they proved beneficial to the 
country, by reminding these petty despots (for such at 
that period they generally were m the courts of law), 
that there existed a higher authority than themselves, 
watchful of their conduct, and ready to punish their cx- 


* Compare the Journals, Nov. 20, Dec 4, with North, Examen, 5f>I 
This put u stop to the ui rests of ** abhorrers,” ami the name of Stawcd 
became a standing toast at the tables ot the courtieis. 

■f Though Charles was displeased at the pusillanimity of Jeffreys, he 
good-humour edly observed, that the recordei was not " pail lament proof ” 
Tieby. .1 whip, suceeuied. Soon after, at a couit lor registering liocmen, 
Ilcthcl the sheriff, in right of his office, named the duke 01 Mueking- 
li.im , anil Corinsh, tho other sheriff, was piepaied to name the e.ul of 
Shaftesbury, had not the couit of aldermen declared Ihiekrngham 
ineligible. The intention was to make these noblemen lieemeu, and atter- 
waids lord m ivors Sec Seymour’s letters 111 Macpheisou, r. 112, and 
James ^Memoirs), i. 651. 
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orbitances. But from the judges the house descended to 
notice the sermons and private discourse of an obscure 
curate, who had the temerity to call in question the 
virginity of queen Elizabeth, the patriotism of Hampden, 
the loyalty of the petitioners, and the reality of the plot. 
For these four heinous offences Richard Thompson was 
brought up from Bristol : his answers at the bar did not 
Dec. give satisfaction ; and a committee was appointed to im- 
15. peach the heterodox divine. But Charles requested their 
attention to his wants ; he was ready to assent to any 
measure of security consistent with the legal descent of 
the crown ; and demanded to know in return what as- 
21* sistance he might expect from Ins people. After some 
violent resolutions an address was presented slating the 
dangers to be apprehended from t Lie succession of the 
duke of York, praying the king to recede from the limit- 
ation expressed m Ins speech, and promising on Ins com- 
pliance to furnish him with money for the equipment of 
the fleet, and the preservation of Tangier. Charles re- 
plied, that he did not stand alone, for lus objections to 
the bill of exclusion had been confirmed by the judg- 
ment of the bouse of lords: but the carriage of this 
j ^ ' answer was suceessi\ely declined by Jenkins *, Can, and 
‘4’ Godolplnn; and its delivery by Temple pro\oked the 
7. following resolutions: that unless the duke of York 
were excluded, there could he no safety for the govern- 
ment, the life of the king, or the protestant religion : that 
in such circumstances the house could not conscienti- 
ously vote any supply to his majesty ; that the marquess 
of Worcester, the earls of Halifax and Clarendon, the 
advisers of the last answer, and the earl of Fcvcr&liam, 
were promoters of popery, and enemies to the king and 
kingdom; that Worcester, Feversham, Lawrence Hyde, 
and Seymour (lie had been called to the council, and 
warmly advocated the rights of the duke of Yoik), ought 


* Jenkins was son ol a WVlsli yeoman, had gradually men to the ofliet 
of judge of the prerogative court ol ('unterbui), ami was made secictarv 
in 16H0 
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to be removed from public employment, and from his 
majesty’s presence ; and that every man who should lend 
money to the king upon any branch of the revenue, or 
accept or buy any tally of anticipation, should be ad- 
judged to hinder the sitting of parliament, and be made 
responsible for the same in parliament. These votes 
alarmed the royal advisers, and Charles, in concurrence 
with their opinion, determined on a dissolution. But 
whatever passed in the council was immediately com- 
municated to the leaders of the opposition; the com- Jan. 
mons met at an early hour the next morning, and under 
the excitement of passion and vexation a series of factious 
and intemperate resolutions was hastily adopted. They 
voted that the advisers of a prorogation were traitors to 
the king, to religion, and the kingdom, promoters of the 
French interest, and pensioners of France ; that the city 
of London was burnt m 1G66 by the papists for the in- 
troduction of popery and arbitrary power ; that his 
majesty should be addressed to res ore the duke of Mon- 
mouth to the offices of which he had been deprived by 
the influence of the duke of York ; and that the enforce- 
ment of the laws against dissenters was an encourage- 
ment to popery. At this moment the black rod sum- 
moned the members to wait on the king in the house of 
lords: the speaker rose and followed him ; and the lord 
chancellor, by Ihe royal command, prorogued the parlia- 
ment for the short spare of ten days. A petition, that 13. 
it might be allowed to sit again at the expiration of that 
term, was hastily presented from the city : but Charles 
adhered to Ins resolution ; and a proclamation was pub- 18. 
lislied, dissolving the parliament, and calling another to 
meet at Oxford at the end of two months *. 

This selection of Oxford disconcerted, perhaps alarmed, 
the popular leaders. It would deprive them of the 
powerful aid which they derived from the agency of 

* Temple, n. 53G, 53?. C .Jomu Oct 30, Dec 15 20, J.ui 1 / 10 
L. Juuiu xni. ?43. Somers, Ti acts, \ in. 143 State Tine Is, n li 13 



270 


CHARLES II. 


[chap. IV. 


several clubs, and of a numerous faction in the city, 
and would remove them to a place, where they hardly 
possessed a single pail ism, and where the fidelity of 
their followers might he shaken by the offers of the 
couit. or subdued by the presence of the military. 
Pamphlets in condemnation of the measure issued from 
tin' pres^ ; the aul of supematuial apparitions was em- 
ployed * ; and a petition to the king, remarkable for the 
Jau. boldness of its language, w as subscribed by sixteen peers, 
" J - and presented h) loid Essex. It attributed the choice 
of Oxford to the counsels of wicked men, favouiers of 
popen , piomoters of French interests, u.d enemies to the 
happiness of England : it stated that m M.eh a place the 
two houses would he doprned of freedom of debate, aiul 
exposed to the swords of the papists, who had crept mlo 
the ranks of the king’s guai ds; and it therefore prayed 
and advised that the parliament might he held at the 
accustomed j, lace m the cm of Westminster. Charles 
instantly replied, “ Thai, my lord, may he your opinion ; 
“ it is not mine : ° and soon afterwards sent the secretary 
to demand the names of the catholics who served among 
his guards. Essex was not prepared to answer that 
question : he knew of none : yet the petition was pub- 
lished m the very words, in which it had been presented ; 
and the falsehoods which it contained wore circulated 
through the kingdom. In opposition the carl of II ah fax 
published a tract under the title of “ A Seasonable W- 
,l dress to both Houses of Pai haincnt concerning the Suc- 
“ cession, the Fean of Popen, and Arbitrary Govcrn- 
“ merit.’' It was written with apparent candour, but 
severely arraigned the niolnes of the petitioners, and 

* A figure, supposed to Ik* tin* mot tier of Monmouth, appeared to 
Eh/ahelh FiiTni.ui, ol Uatlielil, on the ^4lh ol Januaiy, ami said,* 1 Sweet* 
“ heart, the 15th of May is appointed lot the loyal blood to In* poisoned.” 
The next day the same appall turn '..ml to hei, "Tell Kin" Uhuiles lroin me, 
“ and bid him not leni.ivi* his puili.niieut, and si. mil to hiscnuneil /’ oil the 
following, “ Do yuui message.” This tale she swuie Ijeloie two mui>ls- 
tratos, who sent it to the king At the same time it wua printed, und 
spread over the kingdom. Si e Ralph, 5G2. 
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charged them willi sacrificing the tranquillity of the 
country to the resentment ol’ disappointed ambition *. 

The interval was employed by the king in endeavours to 
escape tioni the difficulties, m which he found himsclr 
entangled. By his emmnand everv individual, believed 
to possess any influence with the duke of York, ad\ is'ed, 
conjured, that pimee to lake the tests, and conform to 
the estabi slied religion. But dames was inflexible. 

He could not, he said, yield to the roval wish with a safe 
eoiiseieoee, or in sound policy. The reasons which o, igm- 
al!y witlidiew him fi.nn the elnireh of England forbade 
him to return ; nor would Ins conversion at tins period 
be thought sincere, but, instead of disarming Ins enemies, 
would furnish them w ith a new weapon, the charge of 
hypocrisy, of attempting to impose by a feigned con- 
formity on the credulity of protestants. From James 
the king, according to the advice of that pn no, turned 
Ilia eyO'. t’-waiJ.i the French inotuv’di, hut insisted 1 hat 
the fust step should he made by h 1 hi other, who repre- 
sented to Lunts his own foilorn conchlion, and eaineslly 
solicited Ins protection. If that monarch listened to his 
prayer, it was not through feelings of compassion, hut 
through considerations of personal interest; for he saw 
that a reconciliation between Charles and Ins opponents 
would he followed by an offer of aid to the king of Spain. 

In a shnit time it was agreed that the Fu ndi king^j 
should pay to his English brother a subsidy of 2, 1(H), 000 pj 
of lures for the current year, and of 500,000 crowns for 
the two following years, and that Charles should gradu- 


* If we mn\ believe him, the two ^re.it pillars, us they weie reputed of 
tht 4 jnolest.mf religion. Buckingham and Shaitohhury, h.ui no retigum ai 
all. Essex had joined their party, bee.in.so he could not obtain the 
tieasum’s stall, 01 the government of Iielaud, Shalteshmy, oul\ a few 
months he line, had offered Ins hen ires In the duke of York, if he might lie 
restoied to the office of Chancellor ; llie earl of Bedford, “ whose son (_h rd 
“ Russel 11 in the othei house was the "re.it tribune of the people, would 
" have had a dukedom added to the garter, to make both sing to auotlier 
“tune,” sir Willnun Joues.su Fiancin Wiunmgton. colonel Titus, &c 
&c. “ weie disobliged, and, if taken into favour, would stand up for the 
“ court, as much as they now do against it.” Sumers, Tiacts, vni. 222 
See the petition in State Tracts, li. 12?. 
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ally withdraw himself from the Spanish alliance, and 
not permit himself to be led into measures incompatible 
with his present engagement. This was a most singular 
treaty. No man was privy to it but Charles and Hyde 
on the one part, and Louis and Barillon on the other. 
No signature was required: even the terms themselves 
were not reduced to writing; each prince was satisfied 
with the verbal obligation of the other contracting 
party *. 

Mar On the very day of this agreement Charles proceeded 
1 to Oxford, escorted by a tioop of horse guards: the earl 
jy, of Shaftesbury, the representatives of the city, and the 
chief of the popular party followed, armed themselves, 
and attended by armed men, w earing round their hats a 
ribbon with the inscription “ No popery, no slavery.” 
Their unusual appearance excited surprise and suspicion. 
They were charged with the secret design of placing the 
sovereign in durance, till he should assent to their de- 
mands ; but replied that they had no other object than 
to protect themselves, in the case of aggression by an 
armed force t. 

The king, secure from the apprehension of poverty by 
lus recent treaty with France, address’d the two houses 
21 with the tone and authority of a sovereign. IIeud\crted 
with some show of bitterness to the unwarrantable pro- 
ceedings of the last parliament. He did not claim arbi- 
trary power himself, nor would he permit it to be 
exercised by others. He had called them before him 
that he might give one proof more of his readiness to 
concur in any reasonable measure for the security of 
religion and property. He was willing to assent to any 
expedient, by which, in the event of a catholic prince 
succeeding to the throne, the administration of govern- 

* James (Memoirs^, i (564 Dalrymple, 101—301. Hume, note to 
ch. i j*. lxix Though James and the rail of St Alban’s were employed, the 
one by Chailes, the otliei hy Louis, there is tcuboii to believe that they 
were kept iu complete ignuiance of the real treaty between llyde and 
Jlanllun. 

t North, 100—102 Dalrymple, 294. Kereshy, J20. hut net, ii 274, 
note a. 
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merit might be retained in the hands of protcstants. But, 
as he had always made the law the measure of his own 
conduct, lie had a right to insist that they should make 
it the measure of theirs. He would never consent that 
unnecessary fears should be a pretence for the subversion 
of the ancient government, nor would he ever depart 
from his resolution of keeping the succession unbroken. 

The expedient, the promised substitute for the bill of Mar. 
exclusion, which had been suggested by Halifax, and 24. 
appro\ed by Charles, was immediately laid before the 
house. It proposed to alia) the jealousy of the anti- 
catholics without interrupting the descent of the crown, 
by enacting that James duke of York should he banished 
to the distance of five hundred miles from the British 
dominions during the term of his natural life, that on the 
death of the reigning monarch he might assume the 
title of king, but that all the powers of government 
should be transferred to a regent, to be exercised by that 
regent in the name of the absent prince; that the re- 
gency should belong in the first place to the princess of 
Orange, and after her to the lady Anne, and if James 
should lui\ (' a legitimate son educated in the protestant 
faith, should continue during the min >uty of such son, 
and no longer ; and that at the sime time all catholics of 
considerable property should be banished by name, the 
fraudulent conveyances of then' estates should he de- 
feated, and their children should he taken from them, 
that they might be bred up m the doctrine of the 
established church*. 

The king had persuaded himself that this expedient 
would satisfy the opponents of his brother. By it he 
yielded the substance of their demands. James, indeed, 
would inherit the title of king, but it was a mere title, 
without a shadow of power, or the means of acquiring 
it, ; and his banishment, with the banishment of the prin- 
cipal catholics, and the protestant education of their 

* S**o it in Ralph, 577 i and Life of Jame. j , ii. Loudon, 1703. App p. 

44 Rnesby, 1 17. 
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children, promised a security against the establishment 
of popery, siiiUeicut to have tranquillized the jealousy of 
the most timid, and to have appeased the zeal of the 
most intoleiant. But when the Whig leaders looked 
around them, and saw the benches covered with the 
same persons who had supported them in the last par- 
liament, they were betrayed into an overweening con- 
fidence of victory, and, whatever might be the motives 
by which they were privately actuated, undertook to 
compel the king to assent to their own measure of total 
exclusion. They maintained that, except m cases of 
physical or mental incapacity, the exercise of the regal 
power was inseparable from the possession of the regal 
title ; that according to the doctrine of the lawyers the 
crown takes away every civil disability; and that of 
course, if the duke of York ever became king, he would 
have an indefeasible right to the sovereign authority. 
Their adversanes replied that similar arguments might 
be employed with equal force against the hdl of exclu- 
sion. If the power could not be separated from the title, 
how could the title he separated from the right of 
governing? If James could be treated as civilly dead, 
and the title on that account he given to another, why 
might he not be treated as physically incapable, and the 
liar P ower 011 that acc °unl he transferred to another? After 
* 26. a debate, however, of two days in the house of commons 
the expedient was rejected, and a resolution passed 1o 
bring m a hill which should disable James duke of \ ork 
from inheriting the imperial crowns of England and 
Ireland, and the dominions thereunto belonging*. 

But here it will be necessary to interrupt the narrative, 
and call the reader’s attention to a dark and mysterious 
intrigue, the work of two obscure individuals, Fitzharris 

• C. Jomn. Marcli 24. 2G Ilurnet, ii. 269. Pail, llist. iv 1308. 1317— 
1332. It was lcpejteilly asked in tin; house why, if religion weio the real 
cause of exclusion, the bill should apply personally to the duke of York, 
anil not geneiully to e\ny catholic successor? An amendment to that 
effect was moved, but was rejected on the suggestion of llnmpden, tliut by 
aiming at too much, thev might peihaps lose all. Somers, Tracts, vui. 
257. Pari. Hist. 1332. 
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an Irish, and Everard a Scottish adventurer. They 
originally became acquainted as volunteers in the French 
army, and both met some ) ears later in London, to 
which city each had returned in the hope of bettering 
his fortune. Fitzliarris married the daughter of a naval 
officer, who had perished in the service of his country ; 
his cousin Mrs. Wall had obtained the important situa- 
tion of confidential servant to the duchess of Portsmouth ; 
and a pension of 200/. granted by the king to Ins wife 
in consideration of her father’s death, together with the 
iniluence supposed to be possessed by his cousin, taught 
Fitzliarris to attach himself to the interests of the court. 

He watched with care the secret manoeuvres of the 
opposite party, made important discoveries respecting 
a libel entitled “ The King Unveiled,” brought to the 
duchess the first information of the design to impeach 
her, set on foot the negociation between her and the lord 
Howard, aud obtained from the king, as a proof that his 
services were not unwelcome, a remuneration of 200/. or 
250/. Everard was less fortunate. He had scarcely 
reached Loudon, when lie was committed to the Tower 
on a charge of conspiring to poison the duke of Mon- 
mouth ; nor did that nobleman consent to his enlarge- 
ment till the expiration of four years, when Everard 
offered to bolster up by bis evidence the declining credit 
of the popish plot. He accordingly made his deposition 
before sir William Waller, was admitted to read his 
“ narrative” in piesence of both houses, and claimed as 
Ins own the merit of one or two scurrilous pamphlets 
against the administration. Soon after the dissolution ^ ^ 
it was agreed between these worthies to publish, pre- ’ 
paratory to the meeting of the new parliament, a libel 
with the title of “ The True Englishman speaking plain 
“ English,” which should charge the king himself with 
being the accomplice of the duke of York, and should 
summon all true protestants to unsheathe the sword, 
and stand by the parliament against the two popish 
princes. The substance was furnished in notes by Fitz- 

t 2 
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tiarris; the language and arrangement were intrusted 
to the superior talent of Evcrard. There is reason to 
believe that the sole object of each, in the com position 
of this work, was to obtain credit and reward by betray - 
Feb. big his associate. As soon as it was finished Fitzharris 
28. hastened with a copy to the lodgings of the duchess, but 
was unable to obtain admission. Kvcrard, more astute. 
Mar. had secreted witnesses in liis room during their inter- 

1. views: the next day one of these, sir William Waller, 
laid an information against Fitzharris before the coun- 

2. cil; and the unlucky intriguer was appichended, ex- 
amined, and committed to Newgale. 

In prison it was either suggested, or it occurred to 
him, that his case was not jet. desperate: there still 
remained an expedient which, had saved many of his 
brethren from the gallows: he might turn informer 
against the duke of York and the catholics. His will - 
*’■ mgness to give evidence was mentioned bj Cornish, the 
sheriff, to the king, and the two secretaries were ordered 
8. to take his examination. He deposed, in substance, 
that the muiderof the king was a matter determined 
on in the councils of the papists ; that he himself had 
received an offer of 10,000/. to undertake the task, from 
Montocuculli, the late agent of the duclie&s of Modena ; 
that the French army m Flanders was designed to land 
in England, while another army under Marshal Belle- 
lbnds should sail To li eland, both in support of the 
catholic cause ; and that it was proposed, in case of suc- 
cess, to boil down the bodies of the protestant leaders, 
and make of them a saint c ampoule for the coronation of 
future catholic rnonarchs. Tins information was too 
important to be left to the discretion of the secretaries : 
10 two days later Treby, the recorder, and alderman Clay 
ton, who had distinguished themselves by their zeal in 
the prosecution of the plot, visited Newgate, and in their 
capacity of magistrates took a second time the prisoner’s 
deposition. It was intended to make Fitzharris act the 
same part as Dangei field had done in the last parlia- 
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ment, and to aid the progress of the bill of exclusion 
through the two houses by the excitement which might 
arise from the disclosures of the new informer. Charles 
saw, and resolved to defeat, this object. To cut off all 
access to Fitzliarris, he was transferred from Newgate 
to the Tower ; and to prevent him from being brought 
to the bar of either house, the attorney-general received 
instructions to proceed against him for high treason in 
the court of King’s Bench *. 

But the ingenuity of the Whigs proved a match for ^ ^ 
that of the cabinet. At Oxford, on the first mention of 
the bill of exclusion, the examination of Fitzliarris taken 
by Clayton and Trcby was read to the house of com- 
mons ; and it was contended that lus intrigue with 
Everard was nothing less than a continuation of the 
“ old popish plot for the destruction of protcstaiitism 
that it had been the intention of those by whom the pri- 
soner was employed, to send a copy of the treasonable 
libel to each of the popular lenders, and then to appre- 
hend as traitors every individual in whose possession 
such copy might he found ; and that the sole motive for 
the incarceration of the libeller in the Tower w as to stop 
his mouth and suppress the knowledge of this execrable 
design. But would the commons suffer themselves to 
be cheated in this manner ? Let them impeach Fitz- 
harris before the lords : he would then have the oppor- 
tunity of declaring the truth, and the whole mystery 
would be explained. The suggestion was immediately 
adopted; and the victorious party in ihe wantonness of 
triumph resohed that secretary Jenkins, who had signed 
the warrant for his committal to the Tower, should carry 


*Foi these particular see the Nairatnes of sir Robert Walsh, lf>79, the 
Depositions and the Narratives of Mr. Edmuml Evcruid, Lb'/J; the 
examination ofEdwaid Fitzliarris, in C Journ Match 25, 168L; Hawkins, 
Confession of Edwaid Pitzh.um, 1681; Hawkins, Ihscouise with Fitz- 
h an is in the Towel, 1681 ; The En^l^hmau speaking plain English, in 
State Tunis, vm 3 j 7; and Pari. J J 1 st. iv. App 123. Burnet, u 271. 
James (Memoirs), i 668, 669. The render will observe tli.it 1 h.ivo (rou- 
tined myself to n plain relation of facts, without noticing the opposite in 
terpretations put upon them by the adverse parties. 
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up the impeachment to the house of lords. With reluc- 
tance he obeyed, but was followed by the attorney- 
general, who produced both the order of the king for the 
prosecution, and the indictment, which in consequence 
of that order he had prepared *. 

In the house of lords the question was argued with 
vehemence and obstinacy. By the Whigs it was main- 
tained that the commons had m all ages exercised the 
right of impeachment against any subject ; that an im- 
peachment was at the suit of the people, an indictment 
at that of the king : wherefore, as the house of lords was 
the only court in which the people could sue, to reject 
the impeachment would be a denial of justice ; and that, 
inasmuch as the peers in cases of impeachment proceeded 
in virtue of their judicial not their legislative authority, 
they had no more right to reject a legal complaint 
brought before them, than the judges in Westminster 
Hall, or in any other court. On the other side the lord 
chancellor produced from the rolls an accord made before 
Edward III. in full parliament, stating that the judg- 
ment given by the lords against the murderers of Edward 
II. should never be drawn into a precedent, by which 
they might afterwards be compelled to judge any others 
than peers; and the house, founding its decision on this 
instrument, resolved that “ Fitzharns should be pro- 
“ ceeded with according to the course of common law, 
“ and not by way of impeachment in parliament at th?t 
“ timet.’’ This answer set the house of commons in a 
llame : they declared by successive votes that it amounted 
to “ a denial of justice, a violation of the constitution of 

* O. Journ March 25. L Journ xiii. 755. Pari. Hist. iv. 1313 — 1317. 

+ L. Jourii. 755. In the house of commons it was contended that this 
accord meant nothing more than that the lords should not be called upon 
to coudenui the accused in their absence, as they hud done in that instance. 
Such most certainly could not lie the real meaning of the uiiginul . yet so 
many centuries had elapsed since the loids hud mailed themselves of the 
accord, that it might I.uily be considered as no longer in foicc. The fact, 
however, was, that neithei party cared (or privilege or precedent The 
impeachment arose not fiom the quality ol the offendei or of his offence, 
but from a wish to take the prosecution out of the hands of the court, and 
the real giound of the refusal to receive the impeachment was a desire to 
prevent the commons from interfering with that piosecutiou. 



A.D. 1681.] PARLIAMENT SUDDENLY DISSOLVED. 279 

“ parliament, and an obstruction to the farther discovery 
“ of the popish plot ; that, if any inferior court should 
“ proceed to the trial of Fitzharris, it would be guilty of 
“ a high breach of the privileges of the house of com- 
“ mons ;** and ordered that hills should be brought in for 
the better uniting of all lus majesty’s protestant subjects, 
and the banishment of “ the most considerable papists 
“ of England b) name*.” 

The popular party, founding their hopes on their 
notion of the king’s pecuniary distress, and the assur- 
ances of some in the council, had promised themselves a 
long session, and a certain victory. Charles on the con- 
trary had determined in Ins own mind to make the 
duration of parliament depend on the adoption or rejec- 
tion of “ the expedient and it so chanced that the vote 
respecting the bill of exclusion and the dispute respect- 
ing Fitzharris followed each other on the same day, a 
circumstance of which he dexterously availed himself, to 
conceal from the notice of Ins adversaries the measure 
which lit* had m contemplation. During the Saturday, 
the day of debate, lie repeatedly visited and directed the 
workmen in the public theatre, to which it was intended 
that the commons should transfer then sittings; on the 
Sunday he made the accommodation which he had pro- 
vided for them the frequent subject of his discourse ; 
and at an early hour on Monday morning hastened m a Mar. 
chair, followed by a second chair containing the royal 27. 
robes, to the house of lords. Not a whisper of his inten- 
tion had been heard ; not a suspicion had bekn raised in 
the minds of those by whom he was surrounded and 
watched ; even the duchess of Portsmouth, in whose 
apartment by means of a private communication he 
spent much of lus lime, was kept m complete ignorance. 

The commons, having ordered the second leading of the 
exclusion bill, were listening to a learned aigumeut of sir 
William Jones on the accord of the 4th of Edward III., 
when the usher of the black rod summoned them to the 
* C. J mu 11 . March 26. 
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other house. They found the king seated on the throne : 
he told them briefly that no good end could be expected 
when the very beginning was marked by dissension be- 
tween the two houses; and immediately (he chancellor 
by his command dissolved the parliament. The sur- 
prise, the disappointment, the rage of the leaders may 
be conceived. Shaftesbury called on las friends not to 
quit the house : let them stop and sign a protest against 
the dissolution : lie sent to the commons, entreating 
them to wait, for the loids were still sitting. But all Ins 
efforts were fruitless. The popular party m the lower 
house gradually withdrew, and the Whig lords, deprived 
of support from them, abandoned the attempt. Charles 
mounted las carriage, was met on the road by a party 
of his guards, and proceeded to Windsor with a rapidity 
which had the appearance of flight, and gave birth to a 
notion that this hasty dissolution had been provoked by 
the disco\ery of some dangerous conspiracy against his 
person, originating with the opponents of the court *- 
Such was the abrupt termination of this, the last, par- 
liament in the reign of Charles 11. ; and it may be con- 
sidered a fortunate circumstance for the country that it 

# Seo L. .Tourn. 757- Reresby, 12(1. North, 104. Maepheison, i 11G. 
Royal Decimation of April 8. Lord Grey’s. Confession, 12,13 14. Jty 
the dissolution the king spared himself the tumble ol a dispute with both 
houses. In the last puiliament a bill bad been passed b y t ho loids and 
commons tepeuliiig the 35tli ot Klu c. 1 (\ol. vm. 303 ), the act for the ic- 
piesung of “ sectaries *’ or piotv-tant recusants. According to the c‘*an 
cellor it had never been put in execution that lie luvud ol but cun i , i id 
“ w as j edged by most l.nvyeis to be expired till the act of uml'oii. ay.” 
Several of the bishops liovievei defended it as “the only means the church 
“ had now leit to ud heist 11 ol sth. sin.” The bid ol iope.il ought 1o liuvn 
been presented to the king loi his assent on the last day ot die last pailia- 
ment : but, hefoie lie entered the house, lie sent (or the cleik, and, huv- 
mg consulted a while with hud Il.ililax, oideicd hun to leave that lull 
behind, and to piesent the olheis 'I’o these lie g ive his assent, and im- 
mediately pioiogucil the paili.unent. At Oxford, loid Shaftesbuiy did not 
fail to denounce tins piucredmg as a new kindoi veto; and on hismotum 
the lost bill was twice read, and the cleiks of the down and ol the parlia- 
ment wen* examined betoie the house The commons took up the ques- 
tion with equal spirit, Contended that the substiaetion of the bill was a 
violation ol the constitution, and pioposed a ]oint eoniuiilLee of the two 
houses, to discover the guilty, and lo bung them to condign punishment. 
This was on the Satuid .y : on Monday the king dissolved the pailianieut 
See Jour mi Is, xiu. 7 1 7- 19 48 51 56 and Locke’s loiter ol 26 Match, 1681, 
in Mr. Cooke s life of Sliatles-bury, ii. 270. 
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never brought to a termination the important question 
of the succession. James was not of a temper to ac- 
quiesce either in the expedient or the exclusion : he 
Mould have appealed to arms in defence of what he con- 
sidered his right; and so profound was the reverence 
felt for the principles of the ancient constitution, so 
strong the prepossession in favour of the divine right of 
hereditary succession, that lie would have found multi- 
tudes ready to draw the sword in his cause. Had he 
succeeded, he would have come a conqueror to the 
throne, armed with more formidable authority than he 
could have possessed in the ordinary way of inheritance ; 
and if he had failed, there was reason to fear, from the 
political bias of the popular leaders, that the legitimate 
rights of the sovereign would have been reduced to the 
mere name and pageantry of a throne. It is probable 
that the dissolution preserved the nation from a civil 
war, and from its natural consequences, the establishment 
of a republican or of an arbitrary government. 

In a few days the king published, at the suggestion of 
Halifax, a declaration of' the causes which induced him 
to dissolve the two list parliaments*. After an enume- 
ration of the several offers which he had made, offers 
calculated to satisfy any reasonable man, yet received 
with expressions of discontent, and answered in a tone of 
crimination and reproof, he summed up the offences of 
the house of commons, their illegal and arbitrary orders, 
by winch they had taken Englishmen into custody for 
matters that bore no relation to parliamentary privilege ; 
their declaration that several distinguished individuals 

* \uare that he would b * accused ol favouring the catholics by ihm dis 
solution, Chiii lea on the Siime day decl.ued in council his icBnhition lli.tf 
tin* laws n gai list popeiy should be ngorously executed The aummuce- 
inent filled at i hludinp Saunoft, who was present, " with satisfaction and 
“ joy .” and by a eiicnlur to the other bishops he called upon them, lo con 
bidci ■' how hc. ratable it would be to Almighty God to assist lua m.iiestv 
“ in bis pious purpose ol i educing the i>a pints ti, the bosom of the chinch, 
"oidnving Ihcm out ot the kingdom:” and he tlieieloie retimed his 
brethren to waieh over the due execution ofthc thioe canons ol king 
J unes, pi oud m ^ loi the conversion or punishment of recusants W ilk. 

i\,m. 
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were enemies to the king and kingdom, on bare suspicion, 
without hearing proof against them or admitting them 
to their defence ; their unconstitutional vote that all 
persons who should lend the king money in anticipation 
of his revenue, should be responsible for such conduct 
to parliament ; their usurpation of the power of suspend- 
ing the law by resolving that the prosecution of the penal 
statutes against dissenters was an encouragement to 
popery ; their obstinacy in rejecting all “ expedients,” 
and insisting on the exclusion of the duke from the 
succession; their design of making important changes 
in the government of the realm ; and their endeavours 
to create a quarrel between the two houses, by pro- 
nouncing the lords demers of justice, because the latter 
would not consent to interrupt a prosecution which the 
king had ordered. This declaration was read in all the 
churches: the people learned from it to look upon the 
sovereign as an injured man, oppressed by a party 
whom no concessions would satisfy ; and addresses ex- 
pressive of attachment to his peison, and of confidence 
in his government, were presented to him from all 
quarters cf the kingdom *. 

It was not to be expected that the popular leaders 
would sit down tamely under these imputations. To 
the declaration they opposed an eloquent and powerful 
reply, under the title of “ A just and modest V indie al .on 
“ of the Proceedings of the Two last Parliaments , 1 the 
joint production of Sydney, Somers, and Jones, men 
capable of imparting strength to a weak, and of ensuring 
victory to a righteous, cause. They professed to refute 
each particular charge ; and it must be confessed that 

* Keimet, 3 q H Tlir following exlrnrt fiom the speech mntle by tin* vice- 
chancvlloi of Cainhndt'c In tin* king in llu* name ol the uimcisity.in.iy 
give some notion ol the sentiments «d the addicsseis. “ No cm tlily power, 
“ vu 1 hope, nor nu n >tcs, nor moiuy, shall cvci be able lo make Uh loiget 
**our duty We will still believe and maintain that our kinys derive not 
“ their titles born the people, but bom (iod, that to him only they me 
"accountable: that it belong not to suLjccIh eitliei to create 01 ceuyuie, 
“ but to honour n ml obey t licit sovereign, who rornes to be so by a him la - 
" mental hereditniy light of succession, which no religion, no law, no fault, 
“ uo forfeituio can alter or diminish.” Wilk. (Juncil. i\. b07. 
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assuming, as they did, the truth of the informations 
sworn by Oates and his fellow-labourers, their reasoning 
is always plausible, and frequently conclusive *. It 
failed, however, to persuade the nation. The plot had 
long, though slowly, been falling into discredit; in pro- 
portion as the first excitement died away, men began to 
wonder at their own credulity in believing such a mass 
of improbabilities and fiction ; and the insulting lan- 
guage, the arbitrary arrests, the passionate and unpro- 
voked resolutions of the house of commons, joined to the 
known connection between the leaders and the presby- 
terian parly t, forcibly recalled to the public mind the 
proceedings which led to the civil warm the reign of the 
first Charles. The tide of popularity had turned : it now 
ran in favour of the court ; the fear of republicanism 
banished that of arbitrary power ; and the demagogues, 
who for so many 3 ears had bidden defiance to the au- 
tliorit}, now began to quail before the resentment, of the 
sovereign. 

Charles was not slow to display his contempt for the 
votes of the late house of commons, by ordering the at- 
torney-general to proceed with the trial of Fitzharris. 

That adventurer still clung for protection to the popular 
leaders, and sought to interest their passions in his 
favour by a succession of disclosures, some of them 
charging with treason or other offences sir Richard 
Bellings, some the earl of DanbyX, and others the 
queen and the duke of York. By their advice at his 
arraignment he pleaded the impeachment in bar of the April 
jurisdiction of the court of King’s Bench; and immedi- SjJ 
ately all the legal talent of the party started forth m his 4 “ V 
defence, not, it was pretended, ior the purpose of shield- 7 
ing him from punishment, but to preserve the rights of 11 . 

• Pari Tlist. iv App. No. xv. 

-f See dilleient lulls m favour of the dissenters brought into parliament 
C. Journ. Dee 15, 16 24. InOCI J.tu 3 , 1801. 

X A true bill was found oil h>s testimony against the rail of Dauby lor 
the inurdei ol fiodliey Kill the rh.iigc was uituh incredible. I'rlzluims 
hud never nienlioued it beloie, when he alliimed lh.it he had stated every- 
thing that he knew. James (Memoiis), i. 684. llurnet, n 278. 
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the people by maintaining the privileges of parliament. 
As the commons of England had impeached Fitzharris 
before the house of lords, they contended that no inferior 
court could withdraw the cause from the cognizance of 
that, the highest tribunal in the land. The crown 
lawyers did not fairly meet, they endeavoured to elude 
the objection. The impeachment, they said, lay for 
treason in general ; it specified no particular act ; and 
the court had no means of knowing that the offence laid 
m the indictment was the same as that intended by the 
impeachment*. After several hearings, Pemberton, 
the chief justice t, declared it his opinion, and the 
opinion of his brethren, that the plea was not sufficient 
to bar the court of its jurisdiction. The spectators were 
greatly disappointed. The) had come prepared to hear 
a learned and elaborate judgment; but Pemberton, in 
the expectation of a severe scrutiny into his conduct in 
the next session of parliament, deemed it more prudent 
to abstain from any statement of the reasons on which 
this judgment was founded $. 

At the trial it was proved beyond contradiction that 
June Fitzharris had furnished the substance of the libel ; and 
his plea, that he had no other object than to procure 
information for the king, was repelled by the jury. 
The verdict of guilty opened his eyes to the weakness 
of the party on whose protection he relied: be en- 
deavoured to retrace his steps ; he pretended that the 
real author of the notes which he gave to Everard was 
lord Howard, and brought forward his wife and servant 
to prove his connexion with that nobleman. But these 
efforts w’ere fiuitless: Charles had resolved that the 
Ju Jy intriguer should suffer; and yet, when hope was extinct, 
on the very morning of his execution, he gave a written 

* It appeals. to me that the true question vu«s, whether uti impeachment 
by the commons, after it had been refused In/ the lords, was a bar to the 
jurisdiction of the court? lint this was not noticed in the pleadings on 
eitliei side 

f I’emherton owed lus elevation to the fact that Serous himself lay 
under an impeachment, and was therefore an improper person to iy the 
question. He retired on a pension James, 1 623. 

t State Tiials, vm. 213. 330. North, 2&7 288. 
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confession to the divine who attended him, and at the 
gallows referred to it as a record of the truth. It stated 
that he procured the libel fur the king’s service, that the 
charge against the lord Howard was correct, and that 
his depositions before the trial were fables, suggested to 
him by the sheriffs, and by Cla)ton and Treby. Little 
credit is due to one who had always accommodated lus 
testimony to his hopes and his interest : yet it was the 
confession of a dying man ; he had renounced the 
mercy of God if it were not true, and the impression 
which it made on the public induced the four citizen* 
whom he had accused to come forward in their own 
vindication, and to assert that, as far as they were con- 
cerned, the statement of Fitzharris was made up of mis- 
representation and falsehood *. 

With tins informer suffered a much better man, 
Oliver Pluuket, the titular archbishop of Armagh, a 
prelate whose loyalty had been attested b) four succes- 
sive chief governors of Ireland. He had been thrown 
into prison on the usual charge of having received orders 
in the church of Romo; when the promise of reward to 
informers induced some of the king's witnesses, as they 
were called, 1o select him for a principal conspirator m 
the pretended Irish plot i\ But they dared not face the 

• State Tints, vm 330- 339 In Kuppor* ol the confession was published 
“ A N. amove, being n tun* Relation ot vvh.»t Diseouise passed between 

•• l)r. Hawkins and Edwaul Fitzhains, Esq , late piisom i m the Towm,” 
In opposition, a ti act called “Truth Vindicated, or a Detection of tin 
“ Aspersions and Scandals .... in a Paper published in the name of 
" Di Ilawkins 108 J ” 

■f The same was the case with another Irish prelate, Pelei Talbot, the 
catholic aiehbisliop of Dublin. He had formerly lendeied important 
services to tin* loyal broth**is dmiug the time of then exile , and mi lf»7.t, 
when Talbot repiuied to Fiance, inconsequence of a proclamation loi the 
banishment of catholic pnests, both had united in u commending him to 
the ia\our of boms. Aftei lus leturii, he was apprehended in an mhrm 
slate of health at the house of his toother in the county of kvldun*, and 
committed bv the council to Newgate in Dublin (Sept 8, lf>78.) It was 
just aitci Oates had made his pretended diaeoveiy; and Talbot was re- 
peaiedly examined with respect to the Irish pot non of the plot. 1 hough 
nothing appealed to criminate him, Clwiiles dared not to show him any 
favour oi sympathy, but allowed him to lingei two years in pnsou, when 
death leleascd the old man horn his sufferings m 1(581 Net* Hiborn. 
Donnn. 131 710, and Oliver, Collect. 248. 
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man, whom they had act-used, in their own country : at 
the trial it appeared that they were gone to England, and 
Plunket, instead of obtaining his discharge, was com- 
May polled to follow them. At Ins arraignment the chief 
3 ' justice granted him a respite of five weeks to procure 
evidence from Ireland ; hut his messenger was driven 
hack by contrary winds ; his witnesses were delayed by 
the difficulty of obtaining passports; the officers in 
Dublin refused copies of any document without an order 
from the council in London ; and in consequence of these 
delays his means of defence did not reach the English 
June coast till the third day after his condemnation. The 111- 
formers deposed against him that he had been raised to 
the dignity of primate for the purpose of preparing a 
way for the invasion from France ; that he had made a 
survey of the coast, and fixed on the harbour of Carling- 
ford for the debarkation of the French army ; Unit he 
had collected large sums of money, had ordered musters 
of all catholics able to bear arms, and had oiganized a 
force of seventy thousand men to join the invaders, mas- 
sacre the protestants, and establish the catholic worship. 
Plunket replied that his was a most extraordinary case ■ 
for, had he confessed lnmself guilty of these offences m 
his own country, yet an Irish jury must have acquitted 
him from their personal knowledge that the charge 
could not by any possibility he true. Bui he had been 
brought away from a place, where his own character, 
the conduct of his accusers, and the state of the counin , 
were know'n, to he tried before men whose ignorance of 
all these things rendered them incapable of forming a 
correct judgment of his guilt or innocence. Ilad Ins 
evidence arrived, he should have shown, that the wit- 
nesses against him were men undeserving of credit, 
apostate friars whom he had punished for their immo- 
rality, and convicted felons who had forfeited their repu- 
tation, But of such aid it was not in his power to avail 
himself, because it was still on the road. The only thing 
which he could now oppose to the oaths of the accusers 
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was the solemn asseveration of his innocence, and the 
utter improbability that he had been able to collect 
sufficient money for the support of an army, when it was 
well known that he could never rau*e an income of 70/. 
a-year for his own subsistence. The jury, however, found 
him guilty, and when the carl of Essex, who had been 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, solicited his pardon, declaring 
from bis own knowledge that the charge against him 
could not be true, the king indignantly replied, “Then, 

“ my lord, be his blood on your own conscience. You 
“ might have saved him if you would. 1 cannot pardon 
11 linn, because I dare not.” Plunkct suffered, and was 
the last of the victims sacrificed to the imposture of the 
popish plot ; for the day of retribution was now rapidly 
approaching, and the storm which bad so long raged 
against the catholics, was about to burst on the heads of 
their oppressor?. *. 

Of the popular leaders introduced into the council some 
\ears before, not one at present remained. The earl of 
Salisbury bad voluntarily withdrawn ; Essex and Sun- 
derland, and even Temple himself, had been dismissed ; 
and the statesmen, who possessed the loyal confidence, 
were the lord chancellor, and tlie lord president, the earl 
of Halifax, Jenkins and Conway the secretaries, Sey- 
mour the late speaker, and llyde, lately created a vis- April 
count f. All these agreed, or appeared to agree, in 23. 
opinion with the king, that many among their opponents 


• State Tiiuls, viii. 447— 500. Cfaalloncr, ii 401— 472. Burnet, ii 279. 
t .1 ames (Memoirs), 1 677. I ought perhaps 1o notice the .11 rival ol Hie 
pi nice ol Change in England during this summer, llis osleuoihlc object 
was to pievail on the king to unite with Spam and the States in oppo- 
sition to the encroachments of France; to which Charles objected tho 
disputes "between himself and the parliament The prince held several 
conferences with the ministers and with tho popular leaders under the 
pretence of ellecting a reconciliation, and then departed, as the king be- 
lieved, with different sentiments fiom those which he formerly cherished. 
What passed between lum and the opponents of the court, we know not, 
but when Charles invited linn the next year to meet the duke of York, he 
excused lmnself on some pretext or other, but, as was believed, because 
lie did not think it foi Ins luterest m England 1o be on good terms with 
his father-in-law. James (Memons), i. 690. 692. Dulrymulc. 1—13. 
D’Avaux, i. 80. 83. 118. 
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meditated a change of dynasty, if not of government, and 
that, despairing of success by legal means, they had 
determined on the employment of force during the late 
parliament at Oxford. Under this impression the coun- 
cil sought out proofs of their presumed guilt; and many 
of the same arts winch Shaftesbury had practised to 
prop up the forgeries of Oates, were employed to procure 
evidence of treason against Shaftesbury and Ins associ- 
ates. The witnesses, who hitherto had shaped their tes- 
timony at his nod, observed with dismay the recent 
change of public opinion : they began io fear the punish- 
ment of their perjuries from the jus lien of their sove- 
reign ; and, as the price of their safety, they readily 
devoted their future services to the stronger party. To 
have refused the offer would have been uptight and 
magnanimous : hut it was manifest that these men from 
their past connexion with Shaftesbury and lus friends 
must have become acquainted with their practices, 
perhaps with their objects ; the hope of discovery and the 
desire of vengeance prevailed ; and to the objection that 
the depositions of such witnesses would deserve hut little 
credit, it was replied, that the value of their testimony 
became a question for the consideration of the jury. 

The first to experience the effects of this re-action 
were the lord Howard ; College, surnamed from lus zeal 
the protestant joiner ; House, the marshaller and leadi r 
of the mob fiom Wapping; and the great agitator, th.* 
earl of Shaftesbury ; all of whom placed their principal 
reliance for safety on the protection of the grand juries, 
returned by sheriffs attached to their party. 

June 1- Lord Howard had been committed to the Tower on 
12. the denunciation of Fitzharris: but there was an im- 
portant discrepancy between the evidence of the wife 
and of the sonant of the informer, and the grand jury 
refused to find the bill of indictment. The attorney- 
general, however, had the address to withdraw it before 
it had been endorsed ; and by this artifice prevented the 
prisoner, though he claimed his discharge, though he 
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claimed bis discharge, though he took the sacrament on 
his innocence, from being admitted to hail till he had 
suffered an additional imprisonment of five months*. 

2. The accuser of College and Rouse was Bryan 
Haynes, who first offered his services to Shaftesbury, 
but had subsequently the sagacity to discover Ins error, 
and to range himself under the banner of the court 
Aware of the political principles professed by the persons 
who composed the grand jury, the attorney- general dc-’*^ 
manded, and the chief justice ordered, that the proceed- 
ings on the bill of indictment against College should 
be taken in open court. But the experiment failed. 
Though the witnesses had been held worthy of credit in 
the prosecutions on the popish plot, the jury refused to 
believe them against the protestant joiner. The crown 
lawyers, however, discovered that some of the offences 
with which the prisoner was charged liad been com- 
mitted in Oxfordshire; a new bill against him was 16 
found by the grand jury of that county ; and College 
w r as tried in Oxford on the charge of having gone in 
arras to that city, for the purpose of seizing, in conjunc- 
tion with certain of his associates, the person of the 
kingt* Tins trial exhibited a new and extraordinary Aug. 
spectacle: the men, who had hitherto been accustomed 17. 
to lend to each other the aid of their oaths, m confir- 
mation of their numerous forgeries concerning the 


• Nu Piolestant Plot, m. 111. Ralph, 600, note, 606. 
f lu the case ot Athms, Shaft fshuiy hud oideied the pnsouci to he 
furnished villi pen, ink, and paper, and then took Ins wutings from him, 
that the pioseculois might become acquainted with his defence ; in con- 
sequence ol which 1 hey sent for mid examined lus witnesses. ( Slute 
Tunis, vi 1404.) As u setoff a gainst this act of oppression lias sometimes 
been mentioned the taking away College’s pupeis after his arrival at 
Oxford. Hut tlieie is a considerable ihifeieuce between the two. Aaron 
Smith, the Whig attorney, ottered the gaoler a biihe of loin guineas foi 
admission to the prisonei. lieing let used, lie obtained an order 1‘iom the 
chief |ustiee, and wus observed to place a parcel of papers in the hands of 
College. These weie wiml, and after the piisonei hud pleaded, weie ex- 
amined by the court. They proved to be mstiuctioiiH bn hjs defence, with 
objections in lav, .aid a s\icech cuutaimng lefleelious on the government. 
Thu judges ordeied a copy to be made, omitting such passages as they 
deemed seditious, and delivered it to the prisonei. State Tunis, vm 
570. 5S2 5S7. 
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popish plot, appeared in court divjded into two bodies, 
and tuarshallod m hostile array against each other, under 
the guidance of their respective leaders, Dugdale and 
Oates. Dugdale, Turhenille, and Smith, swore posi- 
tively to the guilt of College ; Oates, Bolron, and others, 
contradicted their testimony, and vilified then* charac- 
ters*. It is evident that no credit v as due to eithei 
party : but the charge against the prisoner derived a 
feeble support from the known activity of College, 
the intemperance of his language, and Ins habit of 
singing songs, and distributing prints, reflecting on the 
character of the monarch. That he had been engaged 
m many unjustifiable practices cannot he doubted; but 
the impartial leader of his tr.al will dispute the propriety 
of the verdict returned bv the jury, and assent to his 
Aug. Milemn as-c\eration under the gallows, that he died m- 
31. noccnt of any treasonable act or intention t. 

(< t t. 3. His associate Rouse was more foitunatc. The 

)!>. grand jury ignored the hill, and there existed no charge 
against him m any other county, lie recovered Ins 
liberty: bul, incapable of profiting b} experience, he 
suffered in If) 83 for a new offence the same ignominious 
manner of death from which he had escaped in 1681J, . 

4. The inform ation against the earl of Shaftesbury 
was furnished by lus throe Irish witnesses, who accused 
him of having suborned them to give false testinn m 
against the queen, 1 lie duke of York, the lord lieutenant, 
and llie lord chancellor of Ireland. Ills scornful and 
threatening carnage before the council intimidated some 
of the members: hut Ins boldness forsook him when the 
warrant for his commitment was signed, and the very 
I ulv rabble hooted him on lus way to the Tower. There he 
yielded to the suggestions of prudence or despair: but 
lus offer to oxpatiiate himself, by repairing to his plan- 

• To punish (lute's lor ins conduct at this trial, ins pension was takeu 
from him, ainl lie was turned out of his lodging at W liiteh nil. Bulstrode, 
3J9. Loyal Protestant, No 52 

f State Ti mis, mu. 5411 74t>, Bulstrode, 325. North, 587- 589. 

t North, 5H6. James (Memoirs), i 713 
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tation in Carolina, was refuted : and the king avowed Ins 
determination of bringing linn to a trial before Ins peers. 
Every exertion was made to defeat the royal purpose by 
procuring the rejection of the liulHment bv the grand 
jury. The new sheriffs Shule a>.d IMkington sum- ^ v ' 
moned for that purpose men, known to be violent enemies 
of the court : pampblels and muratives and Distinctions 
for jurymen of the most inflammatory tendency were 
published; and the hall was filled w ith the retainers of 
the paity fioin Wapping and the suburbs. The pro- 
ceedings, as in the case of College and Rouse, were held 
in public in presence of tbe judges: yet, so violent was 
the conduct of the spectators that the witnesses repeat- 
edly complained of danger to their lives, and the judges 
themselves did not feel m safety on the bench. Tile in- 
dictment (‘barged the earl with having made warlike 
preparations for the purpose of compelling the king to 
yield to the wishes of the parliament at Oxford ; and 
was supported by the testimony of Booth who pint ended 
that he had been actually engaged for that sen ice, of 
Haynes, whom Shaftesbury himself bad recommended to 
the king as a person ol honour and conscience, and by 
several of the witnesses whom he had bi ought from 
Ireland to support the pretended Irish plot. That the 
jury had previously determined to disbelieve their evi- 
dence is highly probable • but there was so much in their 
conduct and characters to awaken suspicion, that any 
twelve impartial men would have come to the same 
conclusion. The bill was returned “ ignoramus : ” the 
hall shook with applause ; and the day was closed with 
the ringing ol bells, the kindling of bonfires, and shouts 
of “ a Monmouth, a Shaftesbury, and a Buckingham V' 

This triumph, however, was of short duration. While 
the party congratulated themselves on the escape of their 
leader, the publication of two papers, found in his pos- 

* James (Memoirs'), i. f»?7 7^- Mneplierson, 122. 124 State Trials, 
mu 759—842 North, 110—115. liuiuel, u. 289, Ueresliy, 124. 127- 
Coke 309-J13 
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session, and produced in court, awakened the spirit of 
the tories, and gave a decided superiority to llicir cause. 
Of these one was the form of an association for the pur- 
pose of maintaining the protestant religion, and of ex- 
cluding James, duke of York, and e\cry other papist, 
from the succession : and for that end the subscribers 
were made to vow before God that they would pursue 
unto destruction all who should oppose their just and 
righteous intention ; and, for the better success of this 
p»ous work, would follow such orders as they should 
receive from parliament, while it sate, or from the major 
part of the members of parliament, being associators, 
after its prorogation or dissolution, and would obey such 
officers as by the same persons should he st t over them 
in their respective counties, cities, and boroughs. The 
other paper purported to be an alphabetical lisl of the 
most considerable individuals in every shire, divided 
under two heads into* 4 worthy men ” and “men worthy,” 
designations interpreted to mean, “ worthy of trust and 
“ worthy to he hanged*.” The knowledge of these papers, 
the treasonable tendency of the first, and the invidious 
distinction made in the second, threw the nation into a 
ferment. The form of association was not, indeed, in 
the writing of Shaftesbury : hut no one doubted that it 
was either drawn by him, or under his direction, and 
that it perfectly accorded with the real views of 
party. Of the “ worthy men," numbers hastened to 
prove that they had no claim to the honourable designa- 
tion ; and the “ men worthy v felt the stigma put on 
their characters, and eagerly sought for revenge. In a 
short time addresses poured from every quarter into 
Whitehall, expressive of the most fervent attachment to 
the sovereign, and the deepest abhorrence of the associa- 
tion and its abettors. Its object was pronounced treason 
not only against the person of the king, but the constitu- 
tion of the kingdom, and more ruinous to the nation than 

* SUte Trials, Mii. /82— 7S7. N-iitli, 112 I/I£str.ing«', Uriefllis>t. 100 
1.' iinrd, lOW 
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“ the old hypocritical solemn league and covenant;” tlie 
men who refused to find the bdl against its author or 
contriver were declared to have perverted the laws, and 
“ to have aimed at a tyrannous dominion over both the 
“ sovereign and his people and Charles w as assured 
that Ins faithful subjects held all such illegal unions in 
detestation, and would defend to their utmost ability both 
him and his lawful successors from all traitors and con- 
spirators whomsoever *. 

The king hastened to improve this enthusiasm of the 
people to tlie piejudicc of his opponents. 1. The most 
obnoxious oi the “ worthy men ” were successively and 
silently weeded out of tlie commission of the peace, and 
their vacant places supplied from the list of “ men 
“worthy,” or from those clergymen, who hud distin- 
guished themselves hy their advocacy of the doctrine of 
passive obedience. 2. As the majority of the dissenters 
had lnthcito lent their aid to the popular leaders, they 
were now made to pay the penalty of their disaffection to 
the court. At the request of the magistrates of Middle- 
sex, tlie king ordered the la\vs“ against conventicles and 
“ unlawful meetings, under prclence of religious wor- 
ship,” to be put in immediate execution : the loyal and 
the zealous, the interested and the vindictive, availed 
themselves of the opportunity ; and the fines, distraints, 
and nnpiisonments ol funner pounds were immediately 
revived t, 3 Lastly, an attack was meditated on the 
privileges of the city, Ihe stronghold of the exclusionists. 
At the election of the chief magistrate the court had pre- 
vailed in favour of Sir John More, a quiet and inoffensive 
citizen, who, though lie had been an addresser, met 
with little opposition from the party, on account of his 
timul and retiring disposition. But the election of 
sheriffs, considering all circumstances, was a matter of 
greater importance. On them depended the choice of 

* Sir the addresses in tin* London Gazette, and particularly those from 
the magistrates at Hide's Hull, and the hemheis ol Guy's Inn, and i lie 
Inner Temple 

i NlmI, n.',:j7 
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individuals to serve on juries ; and a general persuasion 
prevailed that, as long as the sheriffs were devoted to the 
opposition, no verdiet against the loaders or their associ- 
ates would he obtained i>y the crown. On this account 
it was proposed to the king in council to lay an infor- 
mation, in the nature of a quo warranto , in the King’s 
Bench, to inquire by what authority the city claimed the 
rights and privileges which it exercised. In that case, 
either the fear of forfeiture would induce the corporation 
to solicit the roval favour, or the judgment of the court 
would deprive them of the powers which they employed 
to the prejudice of the royal authority. The king gave 
his assent, and in Hilary term the information was 
filed: hut, what with the plea and answer, the rejoinder 
and the surrejoinder, the rebutter and demurrer, and 
the dilatory forms of proceeding, more than eighteen 
months elapsed before the question was argued and 
judgment, given *. In the mean time the reader may 
turn his eyes towards Scotland, and take a rapid view of’ 
the most interesting events which had occurred in that 
kingdom. 

The defeat at Bothwell-bridge had tamed the spirit of 
the couumnteis. lly frequenting the churches of the 
indulged ministers 1 hc\ succeeded in screening them- 
selves from the notice and severity of the government * 
and in a lew weeks it appeared as if the party, which 
recent!} excited such general alovm, had entirely ceased 
to exist. There was however left a remnant of faithful 
Israelites, inconsiderable in number, and despicable m 
point of mtluenee, hut men of wild fanaticism and in- 
domitable zeal, win* followed their spiritual guides, 
Cargill and Cameion, into the desert, and were fed by 
them among the glens and morasses with the manna of 
the divine wand. The contemplation of their forlorn 

* James fMemnii-), i. 714 North, 629 Stale Trials, vin. 1039—1086 
S*e in Jenkins, n (is l, a sensible leUer (rom that statesman to the duke of 
Voik. stating his hmsohs lor dissenting fiotn the rest of the council on tho 
■ 1 iestuin of i he policy and mstic" o( this prosecution. 
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condition naturally led the enthusiasts to inquire into 
the authority of those by whom their sufferings were in- 
flicted : they discovered that it was not in the power of 
their ancestors, who had made the succession hereditary U J L 
in a particular family, to hind posterity, or to purchase 
their own liberty with the slavery of tlieir descendants ; 
and they argued that, since Charles Stuart, by rejecting 
the covenant, had broken the condition on which he re- 
ceived the crown of Scotland, he had therefore forfeited 
all right to the exercise of the regal authority *. Con- 
vinced of the truth of this doctrine Cameron, accompanied 
by twenty of his disciples, proceeded to the small burgh 
of Sanquhar, and, having publicly read, affixed to the 22, 
cross, “ a declaration and testimonie of the true presbi- 
“ terian, anti-prelatic, auti-nrastian, and persecuted party 
“ in Scotland/* In this singular instrument they “ dis- 
“ owned Charles Stuart, who several year-s before for his 
“ tyrannic should have been denuded of being king, 

“ ruler, or magistrate ; and under the banner of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Captain of their salvation, 

“ they declared war with such a tyrant and usurper — 

“ they also disowned and resented the reception of the 
“ duke of York, a professed papist in Scotland, as re* 

pugnaiit to tlieir principles and vows to the most high 
“ God ; — and ui conclusion the) hoped that no one would 
“ blame them if, as llie Lord gave opportunity, they 
•* should reward their opponents m the same munuer as 
“ had been done to them f.” 

The host of Israel, the men prepared to support this 
bold defiance, amounted to six-and-twenty liorse, and 
about forty foot: but they prayed, when others would 20. 
have watched, and were surprised by three troops of 
dragoons at Airmoss in the county of Kyle. At the ap- 
proach of the enemy Cameron exclaimed, <l Lord take 

* WoiImw , ii A[i]> 45,40. Stato Trials, \ 7^5. 

t WoUhw,A]ji> 47. S:.lIo Tunis, x 805. I should have olHewil lhat 
} 'm.v/us was a physician in Switzerland, who taught that the dinrch had 
i .i legulai authonty tocensme or excoinmuiucitc, but was ^uboidnutc to, 
a i J dependent on, the civil power. 
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“ the ripest, spare the greenest and, calling to his 
men to follow , hastened to meet the assailants. He fell ; 
his hi other and seven of his companions shared his fate ; 
and Rathillet, whom the reader will remember at the 
assassination of archbishop Sharp, was wounded with a 
few others, and made prisoner *. The martyr had the 
honour of giving the name of Cameronians to the party ; 
Cargill escaped, and prepared to avenge Ins death. At 
Srpt. T or wood in Stirlingshire he assembled his disciples, and, 
having first lectured and then preached, proceeded to 
pronounce judgment in the following solemn manner: 
*■ 1, being a minister of Jesus Christ, and lumng uu- 
“ tliontv from him, do, in Ins name and by his spint, ex- 
“conimumeu!e,cast out of the i rue church, and delivei up 
“ to Satan, Charles II. king of Scotland, (or lus mocking 
“of God, Ins perjury, his unclenniiess of adultery, and 
“ incest, las drunkenness, and his dissembling with God 
and mtin.” By the same authority, and in similar 
terms, he excommunicated Janies, duke of York, for 
ldolatn, James, duke of Monmouth, for his imasiorf ol 
the Loid's people at Bothw ell-bridge, John, duke of 
Lauderdale, for blasphemy, npostacy, and adultery, and 
the duke of Roihcs, sir George Mackenzie the king’s 
advocate, and Dalziel of Bums, for different offences. 
Ridiculous as such a sentence must have appeared t- 
those who were its object, it made a deep and fearfi ’ 
impression oil the hearers of Cargill, 1o whom lie asserted 
that “ no power on earth of kings, princes, magistrates, 

* Worlrov , 140. 11H TtalhiUcl «,is hied for “tieason anil tin* *-.im 
legions mmdei of Archbishop Sliaipe" Me declined the Hinlumlv ol’ 
the king and of the eoun, " because t lie y had iisuriied a supreinaiv over 
“ the church, belongin'' done to Jesus < lnist, and had established utolrdry, 
*' peijui y, and othei iniquit} m the land, und Ibi that purpose had shed 
" much innocent blond. Tneieioie he, an adhering to Chnst, liu> rights, 
" and kinglv office, declim d lliein tli.it aie his (ChusiV) ojien enemies 
“ and compel Unis I'm lie. noun and powei.ns compeleiit iiidires’ - He 
was condemned and sulh ied . I »1\ HU IffSO See I lie original duemnents 
in Stale Ti uls, \ 7‘dl — S >0 T»u veins latei, IffHd, (onlkni, anolliei of 
the mm lit iers of Sliaip, suffered m Edinburgh Ills hands weir Inst cut 
off at the (out ol the gallows lie was then lunged . his head was i ut olT 
and li\nl on a spike at Cupar, and his body was lmng in chains on Magus, 
niuir. Kirkton, 42,1, note. 
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“or ministers of the gospel, could, without the repentance 
“ of the persons, openly and legally appearing, reverse 
“ this excommunication * ’’ 

These proceedings sharpened the vigilance and severity 
of the council, who began to consider that their own lives, 
as well as the reputation of the government, were at 
stake. The Cameromans, indeed, had hitherto confined 
their efforts to measures of self-defence ; but there was 
reason to fear that, if their numbers should multiply 
through neglect, they might proceed to acts of aggros* 
sion : and I he murder of the archbishop had shown how 
easily such enthusiasts could mistake the suggestions of 
revenge for the inspirations of Heaven. The pnsoners 
brought from Airmoss paid the forfeit of then* rebellion - 
a strict .search was made not only after their associates 
in the field, but also llic professoi ■< of their doctrines; 
and six of the latter testified with the loss of their lives 
the sincerity of their belief. Among them were two 
females, Isabel Alison, and Marion Harvey, whose zeal 
might indeed require coercion, but whose obstinacy could 
not deserve the punishment of death t. In prison the 
Bible was their chief consolation: tlie lecture of the hook 
of Canticles threw them into ecstasies of joy ; and, as they 
ascended the fatal ladder, they cheered their last moments 1681. 
by applying to themselves the passage, “ m} fair one, -Ian. 

“ my lovely one, come away.” The duke of York, who 
had recent l) an ived m Scotland, doubted the policy or 
the j ustice of these executions. To some of the sufferers 
he sent an otler of pardon, if they would only say, “ God 
“bless the king:” but, though the rope w 7 as already 

* Wodiow, l it. Ciooksliank. 71 Caitfill wax taken on July l.'ith, .iml 
executed mi lulv 26th, LtiS’l. lie excommunicated the king, disowned his 
ulllhonh, and maintained, horn the examples of Jael and IMnneas, that a 
],mi<te pel sou lmwii:; a call trom (nid might lawfully put another to death 
See Wodintt, ii. 1H3, 1 HG App 54 53 

+ It should, lmweter, heoWne l, that they showed hy tlieir answers tli u 
tliox »ppio\eu of the .uehlushop’s muidei, mid weie well acquainted wiili 
the muuleiers Haivcy.uihei pi inled leslunmn , leaves hoi bl< od upon 
the traitoi outlie thione, on the fluke ol 3 oik, who was piesent.it lei lnsi 
examination, and mi all peisons concerned in hci captiuc, imputum ticut 
tru 1 , and condemn Hum. see Kuktou, App 426, tmlu. 
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round their necks, they rejected a condition which they 
deemed an apostaev from their principles 1 . There re- 
mained others equally ready to grasp the crown of mar- 
tyrdom : but the duke deprived them of the splendid 
prize, by transferring them to a life of hard labour in the 
house of correction, or enrolling them in a regiment of 
Scots in the service of the king of Spain t. 

The first care of that prince was to study the political 
state of Scotland ; and a short inquiry convinced him 
that the spirit of resistance to the court, which had driven 
him from England, had made but few proselytes among 
the Scots. The people generally looked up to flic no- 
bility as their natural guides; and the nobility, with only 
two exceptions, professed themselves the devoted sonants 
of the crown. Persecution, indeed, had provoked a dif- 
ferent feeling in the breasts of the more rigid covenant- 
ers : hut these existed only in a few districts of the west 
and south, and formed a party too contemptible in point 
of number, and too dispirited by a long course of suffer- 
ing, to create Ihe slightest apprehension. The principal 
evils arose from the family feud?. among the nobility, 
which divided them into hostile parties, and made each 
individual anxious to exalt lumself l>v the depression of 
his enemy r ; from the hereditary jurisdictions, which were 
exercised by the possessors in the most haughty and tr 
ranmeal manner ; and from the misrule ol Laudcida..,, 

# Thev were Skene, Potter, and Stewart Skene li.ul ulioady been 
tinned off, when Potter seemed inclined to pionounce the wools, hut hu 
wife, %ei7in'jr Mm hj tin* arm, and tie.uly pulling lnm oil the huldi r, ex- 
claimed — ‘Mlo, die for the ijond ohl e mse, my de.n See Mi Sken< He 
“ will sup 1o-nt*:h1 with .Tom m I’hiist ” Airnn in JCMl, Dec *V — ‘ Ten veto 
1 punudied foi disow nun; bt« majesty’s authority. Sr. weicsnwise , t s to 
*■ resile • the ollvi fom wen* m, mail to dew\ tosa\ ‘ (lod s.i\c thckin^ ’ 
" Three would have done it, tint by the p*««nh*nt so- ietyo| (he fouith we to 
* ohdured’’- All lour ‘■uHeied death Fountanilmll, Densions, 1 3iS 

\ Hornet, n. 2'VI— Sib) Fouritainhall, m Stale Ti iab , x f< 7 The fact 
that on one occasion James accompanied .1 (onnniltc* ol ilje roimei), when 
Oie 1 i f* of a pusonev (Srr< id) was placed in the hoot, h." been fi erpiently 
brought forwttid as a proof that the duke vim u.itmallv < 1 uel Hut < er- 
Uirily mauv other ieas.ni*. nu^hl be devised fm his presence, besides tho 
wmli to iriatifv himself with the si«;ht of liurnan Mifleiiije Tin* pnsone; 
was to he examined inspecting a aupposed couspu.ir\ to blow up the 
"I obey and the duke ill it W odiow, 11 1C3 
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whose chief object had been to enrich Ins duchess and 
his dependents at the expense of law and justice. Seven 
commissioners of the treasury with high salaries ad- 
ministered a scanty income of 60,000/.: the farmers of 
the customs and the excise were encouraged by the con- 
nivance of the government to extort money by illegal 
artifices ; and the troops, supposed to have been raised 
for the purpose of checking the depredations of the high- 
landers, existed only in the muster-rolls of the officers 
who received th^ pay of these imaginary guardians *. It 
was obviously to the interest of James to ingratiate him- 
self with the nation. With tins view he employed Ihe 
influence of Ins high rank 1o heal the dissensions which 
dmdod so many noble families, sought to relieve the 
people from oppression by the gradual and noiseless re- 
moval of Laudeididebs dependents, and suggested to his 
brothe- such otlvu iciuedies as could only he applied by 
the will of the sovereign. Tn a few months James had 
become popular m Scotland t. 

While, ho\ve\t'», he appeared to devote his attention 
to the concerns of that country , he kept his oje constantly 
fixed on the triiisaetious m Kngland The meeting of 
the paili.uncul m Oximd had plunged him intodespair: 
its sudden dissolution taught him to rely on the firmness 
of the king Yet his h apes were not speedily realised 
1J) the adwee of Halifax his fust petition to be recalled 
to England was peremptorily refused ; to the second, 
that he might hold a parliament in Scotland, Charles 
gladly signified Ins consent. The object of the monaich 
was to soothe the feelings of Ins brother, wounded by the 
previoir. refine!, the object of James to procure from the 
Scot tub parliament a recognition of Ins right to the 
Scottish throne. 

* Tin cl nl o propos'd thaMln- monry shoultl for tlio fill me bo diwdo. 1 
bet w coll llini'hv, Al'flle Allml .i"'l -o.itoi ,1, tilt 1 four tfte.il hltfhl illd 
tlnols, .mil tli.ii llioi, ‘■lioiil.l bo • ■uido l.-'.pon^inlo (or ;ill dopioil. bout . om 
lm'.tod l>\ il: ■ isl. ui i dOjVtuU m i .1 U '* 0.1 i’lie) nix iud iho puuoi, 
tliev would thou b i\o ihowihjo pronMil the iiioiiisioun ot tho highland'** *. 
I.uuok (M.'iiuiiit ) i 7m; 

*c.‘ .i.mu'S ' MeriiDii .’i i. 0l4. 7*1 1 — 7<>7 Jlumel 1 i2 4 >U 
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July The duke, m quality of ro>al commissioner, opened 
the session with a speech, expressive of the king's readi- 
ness to unile with Ins people in providing security for 
the protestant religion, and of his confidence that he 
should find them equally ready to concur with lmn in 
securing the rightful descent of the crown. II is wishes 
were gratified. The first act passed by the estates con- 
firmed all the existing laws in support of the pmtestant 
religion, and all acts made against popery ; the second 
Ang. declared that the kings of Scotland derived their loyal 
31. power from God alone, that they succeeded thereto 
lineally and according to the known degrees of prox- 
imily in blood; that no difference of leligiun, no act of 
parliament, made or to be made, could alter or diveil 
such succession, and that to alter invert, or suspend the 
next heir from the administration of the go\ eminent 
according to the laws of the kingdom, amounted to an 
act of treason*. Much altercation followed respecting 
the grievances which had been suffered under the admi- 
nistration of t he duke of Lauderdale ■!•, and the tyranny 
which was exercised by the lords possessed of hci editary 
jurisdiction. But the most important act of the session 
was the imposition of a new test, which had been 
equally called for by the government to check the 
diffusion of the anti-monai chiral doctrines preached ’>> 
the Catneromans, and by the more zealous among uie 
protestants, as a counterpoise to the influence of a 
catholic successor. But here a difficulty arose, how to 
define the protestant religion so as to give general satis- 


* Wodiow, n. A pp p 50. Si ollisli slutiites, ItiSi, o i u 
t Pmuf was utloi i‘d ol lh<‘ pi'ipiu 1*1 loid 1 1 .it loti, I.audeidnle's 
brother, on Mihhcl s triai, and ul a louspuacN in whu li In* li id < imaged 
to convict lout Hai^env ot m hellion. Jane-H puvadidln have the cog- 
liu tiicc of these matters n U licit to the kmy. foi winch his i iumtucs have 
severely repio u lied him It appeals, however, hum a mile in tlm now 
edition ol liuiriel m L!99), lh.it the duke had nliemly mmiI tJic proofs of 
the lirst of the an-s to the kill", who in consequence had deputed his 
old confidant Lnudeidale of nil his eiuplov inputs , mid lliat Laildeidalo 
wus far from thinking James a iiipud to lnm«elf or his Inothei, appeals 
fiom his opposition in Euyhiud to the proceedings ol the duke m 
Scotland. 



A-IJ. 1681.] A NEW TEST. .101 

faction in a country, where episcopacy w r as, indeed, 
established by law, but presbyterianism retained its hold 
on the hearts of the people. For many years the West- 
minster confession of faith had funnel the authorised 
creed of the Scottish kirk; hut by the recissory act of 
1601 this document had been stripped of its authority, 
and the only form of doctrine which still possessed the 
sanction of the legislature was the more ancient con- 
fession framed in 1560, and approved l i t lie first par- 
liament of James VI. in lo67. On the present occasion 
the lords of the articles, among whom was the carl of 
Argylc, proposed the ratification of this confession, and 
Dalrymple, the piesulent of the couit of session, moved 
that it, should be recognised in the new 7 lent as the 
standard of the protestant religion. Paterson, bishop 
of Edinburgh, saw the difficulty, but after some oppo- 
sition acquiesced; and an act was passed ordaining 
that all laws against papists and fanatical separatists 
from the national church should be rigorously enforced, 
and that all persons in public trust, with the excep- 
tion of the lawful brother and sons of the king, should 
take the test appended to the act, under the penalty of 
forfeiture and incapacity to hold office. That test con- 
sisted of — 1. a profession of adhesion, and a promise to 
adhere to the true protestant religion contained in the 
confession of faith recorded in the first parliament of 
James VI.; 2. the usual recognition of the king’s su- 
premacy o\er all persons civil and ecclesiastical, and a 
renunciation of all foreign jurisdiction ; 3. a rejection of 
the doctrines and practices already condemned by the 
declaration prescribed m the elevenlh act of llie first 
parliament of the king ; and, lastly, an acknowledgment 
that there “lay no obligation from the national covc- 
11 nant, or the solemn league and covenant, or any other 
“ manner of way whatsoever, to endeavour any alter- 
“ ation in the government in church or state, as it was 
“ then established by the law 7 s of the kingdom 

* Seo it in State Tiisils, \m. ! and Scottish statutes, 1G81, c \i 
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To tin' episcopal clergy the obligation of swearing ad- 
herence to a j lesbytcrnui eoniesMon of faith appeared 
at fust an intolerable grievance. Hut their repugnance 
gradually wore away, when it was discovered that in 
point of church government this instrument contained 
no piovision inconsistent with llu* established discipline, 
and when the council, to do :nu\ objections m the 
ground of a few speculative doctrines of minor import- 
ance, had published a decimation, that the test was not 
meant to apply to every pait of the confession, but only 
to the “ true protest aut religion {bunded on the word of 

God, and contained tlieicin, a, opposed to popery and 
41 fanaticism,” and that li mjther made nor intended to 
make any invasion of the intrinsic spiritual power of the 
church, nor ottered any prejudice 1o the form of episco- 
pal government. A feeble attempt was, indeed, set up 
to keep alive the opposition, by maintaining that in 
making such declaration the council had exceeded its 
legitimate authority ; because no couit inferior to the 
parliament could possess the right of explaining the 
intention of parliament. But the majority of the L>ene- 
ficcd clergy were too prudent to sacrifice their emolu- 
ments to unfounded scruples; and the dissidents, who 
resigned their livings, did not amount to more than 
eighty, influenced not so much by their objection to Hie 
confession of faith, as to the recognition of the kings 
supremacy, which, armed, as it was, with the most 
arbiti ary power by Lauderdale’s act oi I 009, they con- 
sidered dangerous in the possession of a catholic suc- 
cessor. 

Among the laity the recusants were confined chiefly 
to the small number of individuals connected with the 
Whig party in England, who looked on several clauses 
in the test as repugnant to the political principles which 
they cherished, and to the designs which they medi- 
tated. The dukes of Hamilton and Monmouth accord- 
ingly resigned their offices : but the man, whose de- 
termination was expected with the greatest impatience. 
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wa ^ the tail of Argyle. He had many powerful enemies 
among, die Scottish non/nty; during the session the earl 
of Kriol had presented ;■ bill praying that Argyle might 
be compelled to settle the perunwry < lnnns of several 
parties against the family estates, and the king's advo- 
cafe had disputed his right to the hereditary sheriff: tails 
which he held, and to his office of jusii'v-gcnerai of 
Argylishne and the isles; and though James, by the 
iutei position of the royal dutheu.y. had shielded him 
fnmi these suite., yet the dismissal of the earl from the 
court of session showed that bU conduct had given 
oftei.ee. By his adversaries it was hoped that ho would 
refuse the UM: for some lime he hesitated; but the 
dome of preserving so many valuable hereditary pm— 
diction, prevailed; and he offered to take it With the 
following explanation, that he meant t<> bind himself In 
it. “ only m as much as it was consistent with itself and 
“the piotestanv i el it* ion ; and not to debar himself 
“ from endeavouring, m a lawful way and in his station, 
“ to make such changes in church and state as he might 
“judge beneficial.” It is difficult to understand the ne- 
cessity of these limitations. His only object in the first 
part was, as he stated, “ to clear liunself from cavils,” for 
he had no notion that “the test imported anything con* 
“ trury to the prolestunt religion,'’ and the second could 
hardly be requisite ; for the general denial of any obliga- 
tion “ to endeavour alteratu ns m the government” could 
never be understood as a renunciation of the right be- 
longing to him as a peer of parliament. The duke o‘ 
Yoik vemai ked to him, that such wa> the real meaning 
of the test, and that he deluded himself, if lie thought 
that he had imparted to it any new signification. 

When Argyle took the test with this explanation, 
many of the spectators betrayed their disappointment 
by tlieir looks ; but James was satisfied, and, though the 
council maintained that lie ought not to have suffered it, 
he resolved “to pursue the matter no further.” But 
new representations were made to him ; the earl was 
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Nov. summoned to qualify a second time as a commissioner 
of the treasury ; then Ins explanation was refused ; and 
- though lie waited on the duke and satisfied him of the 
leetitudo of his intention, he received an order to place 
lumself in confinement m the castle of Edinburgh 
Soon afterwaids the king’s advocate, m consequence of 
instructions from England, accused linn of treason, 
20 leasing-making, and perjun, "barges raised on a slight 
foundation indeed, on nothing mo r e than the explana- 
toi \ dause which he had added to the test in presence of 
the council * m 

The reader will perhaps imagine that the object of the 
court was merely to intimidate Avpjle, and the few who 
might feel disposed to follow his example, lint in the 
Dec. course of three weeks lie was brought to trial. The 
crowui lawyers contended that in lus explanation he had 
claimed for each individual the authority of determining 
in wlia 1 sense parliamentary tests weie tube understood; 
that he had defamed the legislature by insinuating that 
it imposed contradictory oaths, and violated the protestant 
religion ; that he had recommended to the people the doc- 
trine of the rebels and covenanters, that every man posses- 
ses a right to make, accoiding to the dictates of his private 
judgment, alterations m church or state, “ without any 
“ regard whether the king should disassent or not and 
that he had usurped the so\ureign authority by decl;e mg 
that he understood this his explanation to form a part 
of his oath. To such frivolous and captious reasoning 
it was replied, that the earl, being called upon to qualify 
lumself for office, had a right to state the real sense in 
which he meant to lake the test; that his only motive 
was a wish to exonerate lus conscience, and avoid all 
manner of evasion or equivocation ; and that no reason- 
able man would confound a confidential communication 
to the council with an attempt to breed discord and 


* Slev.art’s case of Ihccail of Argjle, with Bouual ollitu document.' m 
Stale Tiuls, mi. BGG HS'l 
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sedition between the kin" nnd his subjects. But the Bee. 
lords of justiciary pronounced their opinion, that the *“■ 
offences charged amounted to the yinlt of treason, leas- 
ing-making, and leasing-tellmg, but <'ot to 1 hat of 
perjury* ; and the assize or jury, with the marquess of 
Montrose at their head, found the pnsoner guilty. 
When Charles received the intelligence, lie granted 
permission that judgment might follow, hut added a 
strict injunction that ihe execution should be suspended 
till he had declared Ins further pleasure *K But Argvle 
dared not trust to the mercy of the sovereign against the 
violence of Ins adversaries. He did not v* ait, for the 
arris al of the letter; hut left Ins cell in the disguise of a 
page bearing the train of Ins daughter-in-law, lady 
Sophia Lindsay. Though twice questioned, he con- 
trived to lull the suspicion of the guards; and, as the 
king did not suffer any seaieli to L.e made after lum, 
found at first a secure asylum m England, and thence 
repaired m safety to Holland $. 

In I fid i the earl, then lord Lorn, had received judg- 
ment of death, because in a confidential letter he had 
used the words “ the king will see the tricks of my ene- 
“ lines,” which was pronounced an act of leasing- making 
between the sovereign and his parliament: now a simi- 
lar condemnation was pronounced against him m his 
absence on a charge equally absurd and malicious. 
These instances show the degraded condition of the 
Scottish nobility at this period. So violent were the 
animosities engendered among them by family quarrels, 


23. 


• State Trials, 908. 944; and State Tracts, ii. 151. 21G. They weie 
Codington, who was nun lujurt, Unrciiss, who pionouuccd iu favour of 
Aigyle; Now toil, Noiret, and Fun n, who piotiouuced against lum ; uud 
Oucousburj, who gate no opinion, because the mujouiy bad alie.uly de- 
cided. Fouutainliatl, Dec 12, 13. 

f See the council’s letter staling that the process would be impel fret 
without the judgment, and Chailes’s answer, Stale Twain, \ni. 946 98U. 

$ State Trials, viit. 983. 990. It was proposed the next da> m louneil 
that lady Sophia for tins olfeuce should be whipped thimigh the stieets 
of the capital; but James cut shoit the discussion b> l-miuhii.g, "that 
“ they weic uot used to deal so cruelly with ladies in las country ” 
James, i. 710. 
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so recklessly did they pursue their own advancement by 
the depression of their enemies, so complete was the de- 
pendence of both judges and jurors on the government, 
that each individual might be said to hold his life and 
estates at the pleasure of the sovereign. Nothing was 
more easy than to accomplish the ruin of an obnoxious 
nobleman. However innocent were his conduct, how- 
ever cautious his language, something could still be 
discovered which the ingenuity of the advocate might 
convert into the capital offence of leasing-telling or 
leasing-making. We are indeed assured that on the 
present occasion neither the king nor his advisers sought 
to take the life of Argyle. The object of tlic first was 
to obtain possession of certain extensive jurisdictions, 
which ho deemed it dangerous to leave in the hands of 
a subject : of the others to gratify their revenge by the 
humiliation, and to improve their own fortunes out of 
the spoils, of an opponent. This is probably the truth * 
but the motive can furnish no apolotry for the injustice 
and cruelty of the prosecution, which has left an inde- 
lible stain on the memory of tho royal brothers, of the 
duke, who was persuaded to recommend it, and of the 
king, by whom his recommendation was approved. Ar- 
gyle remained in banishment : to his son, the lord 
Lorn, Charles, having previously made provision foi tne 
satisfaction of his father’s creditors and the support of 
Ihe younger branches of the family, restored the for- 
feited estates. But the hereditary jurisdictions were 
retained in possession of the crown ; and these, together 
with the sheriffdoms and regalities surrendered by Ha- 
milton and Monmouth, were parcelled out among the 
supporters of the court, to he liolden by them during the 
royal pleasure *►. 

* It is positively asserted in the Life of James (709), end Macpherson's 
extracts (i. 123. 131), that th- condemnation would have been followed bv 
a pardon. So it was repotted at the time, and Argyle himself believed 
that on this account both inl^ci and jurors felt Ichs scruple til their part 
in the proceedings State Tii.ils Mil. 949 950 
4 James (Memoirs', i. 71J. It is, however, but justice to hear tho 



A J JG8J-] THE DUKE REC VLLED TO ENGLAND. 


307 


But the administration of Janies m Scotland was now 
drawing; to a close*. Halifax, indeed, laboured to im- 
press on t lie mind of the king a notion, that to lecall the 
duke as long as that prince professed hiuwdf a catholic, 
would be to forfeit his present popularity ; and Charles Ai^. 
hesitated not to inform his brother, that he must never 3J. 
expect to set his foot on English ground, till he had 
conformed to the established church *. From the de- 
spondency caused by this message James was relieved 
by the intrigues of his funner enemy, the duchess of 
Portsmouth. To mark his sense of her connexion with 
the popular leaders, Charles had made her feel Ins dis- 
pleasure. She hastily retraced her stops: the king, 
after a short struggle, yielded to the arts and blandish- 
ments which she knew so well how to employ; and she 
re-established her empire over Ins heart, and lolained it 
to the end of his reign. But experience taught her to 
consider the brittle tenure by which she held her pre- 
sent greatness. Were she to survive the king without 
provision fur the future, she could expect nothing from 
Ins successor, whom she had so deeply oilended, nor 
from the Whigs whose interest she had now abandoned. 
Charles shared her apprehensions : it. was resolved to 
secure to her an annuity out of the income granted by 
parliament to the duke of York; and James uiiex- 1G8‘J. 
pectedly received an invitation to meet the king at Feb. 
Newmarket for the purpose of making the necessary 
arrangements In the correspondence which followed, 

duV r , '» uiiswei to Colonel I,eRge, who m a let lei told tmn lli.it mi.iy 
people " taxi'd hint with seventy in the .1 It. hi ol lord Argvle ’* It not 

tin- lust winin' of that kind winch has 1 mm* n done me, .is those who .He 
“ acquainted witli the laws of this countiy know \t*iv well, and ^he) 

" has I nit to thank hi insult for what has happened to him. And to ‘how 
'■ yon what wiong is done me, if 1 had not hindeied his being fallen on in 
*• parliament, I hey had brought him there in as ill a condition as to his 
•' (01 tune as he is now ” In if u met, a 318. 

* “ Resides that in conscience I cannot do what you so picss me to, it 
" would not be of that use or advantage to his majesty us sumo think, 

" for the Sliafteslninan and re public .111 pint y would say il was only a 
" trick, that I hud a dispensation, and that 1 was still a catholic in my 
“ hcait; and say theie was more reason to ho afTeaiedul popuiy than 
'■ evei ” Ibid, 30‘V. note. 

t The duchess solicited from Clm Ics the sum of 100,000/., to he m 

X s 
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a private assurance was given that he should he allowed 
]\j ;lr lo fix his residence in England: at Newmarket, where 
1 J. he visited his brother, it was repeated in defiance of the 
opposition of Halifax, and of Seymour, who now sup- 
ported Halifax. Elate with this success he again sailed 
May ^ or Edinburgh, but on the sand called the Lemon-and- 
(i. Ore the Gloucester frigate, which carried him, was 
wrecked, with the loss of tw'o hundred men. The prince 
himself escaped, reached his destination, and, bringing 
2", hack his family, settled once more in the palace of St. 
James’s*. 

By the Tories the return of the duke was hailed as a 
proof of tlieir victory. The lord mayor and aldermen 
waited on him to express their joy, and addresses with 
thousands of signatures W'ere presented in abhorrence 
of lord Shatlesbury’s project of association. Charles, 
however, saw' that to complete his triumph it was neces- 
sary to procure sheriffs of more courtly principles than 
Pilkington and Shute. In former times it had been 
usual for the lord mayor, at the bridge-house feast, to 
drink and send the cup to a citizen, who on midsum- 
mer-day was approved of course as one of the new 
sheriffs, while the livery selected the other of their own 
free choice w ithout the interference of the chief magis- 


vested in some foreign security. The king had not the money, hut he 
persuaded himself that James might giant her an Annuity of 5,000/. for 
fitly years out of the income ot the post-office, and that she might sell it 
ioi the sum required. The duke was aware that the grant demanded of 
him could not lie legally made without an act ol parliament, hut concealed 
this knowledge that he might have a pietenee fin coming to England. Of 
course the scheme failed but the huh, having heard ol the Fiencli pen- 
sion, prevailed on CLnles to give JO, ('00/ out of each quarterly payment, 
till the dggiegate should amount to 10 >,000/ At the king’s deatli only 
one payment lcmiuned due J times ( Memoirs), l. 729, 730. Macnlicison, 
l 133 


• The manner in which Huinel has related llic duke’s escape, shnwij 
how eager he was to letuil any stuiy to the prejudice ot that prince The 
tiuth may easily be learnt liom the official letter of captain llerrv (Clar 
Coiresp i 72 ), the letlei of sir James Diik, provost ol Edinburgh (Ellis, 
Oiigmal Letters, second senes, iv. 67 ; Dalrymplc, ii. App. 68 ), and that 
of lout Dartmouth, whose lather accompanied the duke in the boat. 
H 111 net, ii. 401, note. James gave eleven months’ pay to the widow of 
eveiy seamen who perished, and a sum of money to each child of such 
seamen. Loyal Protebtaut, No, 189. 193. 
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trate. The real origin of this custom was unknown, 
some considering it as a compromise of their respective 
claims on the part of the lord mayor and the livery, 
others as a mere compliment to the chief magistrate 
from the livery, who still retained the power of admit- 
ting or rejecting his nomination. From the commence- 
ment of the late rebellion the practice had been laid 
aside, and both sheriffs had been annually elected by the 
common-hall. Now, however, at the recommendation 
of the king, sir John Moore drank, and sent the cup to 
a brother of the chief justice, Dudley North, who had 
previously consented to accept the office : but the oppo- 
posite party, alarmed at the nomination, resolved to dis- 
pute the claim of the lord mayor. On the morning of 
midsummer-day the hall was crowded with the retainers 
of the two factions: their clamour and violence terrified 
the mayor : North, the chief justice, and serjeant Jeffries 
were privately in attendance to aid lnm with their ad- 
vice ; and lord Grey, with the members of the green 
ribbon club, directed the proceedings of his opponents. 

The show of hands was against the nominee of the 
chief magistrate, who after a long debate adjourned the 
hall to another day : but Pilkmgton and Shute declared 
the proceeding irregular, continued to poll for some 
hours, and then adjourned the court. Thus a new 
question arose. On the ore part it was contended that 
tlie lord mayor, as he called and dissolved, had also the 
right of adjourning, the common-hall; and that the 
sheriffs had no authority to preside m any civic court, 
because, though chosen by the city, they were in effect 
officers of the crown. On the other, that Ihe lord mayor 
merely held the office of chairman, that the livery were 
the judges, and that the hall could not he adjourned 
without their consent. The dispute engrossed the pub- 
lic attention for several months. Breaches of the peace 
were committed and prosecutions instituted; the poll 
was renewed; opposite polls were opened, one by they^ 
mayor and the other by the sheriffs; and in conclusion i 
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the first declared North and Rich, the second Papilhon 
and Dubois duly elected. All four demanded to be 
Kept sworn ; but the oaths were administered only to North 
and Rich, and the same afternoon the old sheriffs sur- 
rendered to them the custody of the gaols and prisons*. 
Tins victory was accompanied by another. At the 
election of lord mayor, Gould the opposition candidate 
appeared to have a majority of fifty vote, ; but a scni- 
tin) turned the balance in favour of Pritchard, his com- 
petitor t, and the court obtained a complete ascendency 
in the city, where the king had both the mayor and 
sheriffs at bis devotion. 

1. Under these circumstances Sundcrlaud, who had 
already learned to condemn, hastened to repair, his 
err >r. He sought a reconciliation with the duke of 
York, who consented to join with the duchess of Ports- 
mouth in soliciting the king in his favour. It was not 
that James at this period entertained any esteem for 
the versatile statesman who had so ungratefully' aban- 
doned his interests ; but lie feared to hazard his own 
influence in a contest with the duchess, who, as she had 
brought Sunderland into disgrace, made it a point of 
honour to restore him to favour. The easy monarch, 
happy to gratify his mistress without displeasing Ins 
brother, accepted the earl’s protestations of repentance, 
admitted linn into the council, and soon afterwards re* 
placed him in lus former office of secretary of state J. 
Jui,. 2. Another nobleman, of still greater importance to 
■-H the party, began to waver. Monmouth remarked the 
rapid decline of the Whig interest; unwelcome antici- 
pations were awakened m his mind: and he gave a 
tardy assent that his wife should offer his dutiful ser- 

* Compare North, , r .95 G24, with ilu* extinct from Narcissus hullrell in 
State Tunis, ix. 211 219 Th.it much illegal uil\ oecuiied in these pin. 
ccedings cannot be doubted, but the jnesumplion is, that tin* election 
of thecouit candidates w.is legit, because, at let the resolution, when men 
were eager m pm suit ol vengeance, and the question w ns brought *>v 
petition he foie parliament, each house, alter a separate examination )T 
Moore and Noilh, deemed it advisable to diop the inquiry. 

+ Ralph, £97- t lames ^MemuusO, i 735,72ft. 



A D. 1682.] MONMOUTH HELD TO BAIL. 


311 


wees to the king, as an opening to a reconciliation with 
both Charles and James. But the bitter reproaches of 
Shaftesbury, lord Russell, and liis other friends, made 
him ashamed of hi3 weakness ; he recalled his word, 
and, under the pretence of visiting the earl of Maccles- 
field, began a progress into the north with the wew of 
reviving the affection, and of adding to the number, of 
bis partisans. He travelled with one hundred attend- 
ants on horseback, di\ ided into two bodies, of which one 
preceded, the other followed, the duke. In the open 
space between them, Monmouth rode alone on a spirited 
charger, acknowledging, with bows and smiles, the 
courtesy of the spectators. In some places the higher 
classes deemed it prudent or loyal to shun his approach; 
but wherever the Whig interest prevailed, the gentle- 
men met him at the head of their respective tenants, 
and the populace were taught to welcome him with the 
ringing of bells, discharges of musketry, and shouts of 
“ A Monmouth, a Monmouth, and no York ! '* He 
was careful to appear at the puncipal fairs, races, and 
public sports ; at Liverpool lie assumed the io\al office 
of touching for the evil ; and wliere\er lie dined in pub- 
lic, covers were laid for two hundred guest .% and the 
people, conducted by proper officers, passed in a con si ant 
stream through the apartment, that all might gratify 
their curiosity with a sight of their favourite. But the 
jealousy of the king narrowly watched his progress: 
daily reports were forwarded to the council ; some par- 
tial disturbances in Cheshire added to the alarm ; and 
a warrant was issued for Ins apprehension on the charge 
of “ passing through the kingdom with multitudes of 
“ riotous people, to the disturbance of the peace and the 
“ terror of the king's subjects." He was walking in 
the streets of Stafford at the time he was taken into 
custody. Had Shaftesbury been at his ear, he would 
probably have returned into Cheshire, and have called 
on his friends to protect the king’s son from the malice 
of his enemies ; but he surrendered to the sergoant-at- 
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arms, was concluded to tlie capital, and admitted to bail, 
himself in the sum of 10,000/., ami Ins sureties in the 
sum of 2000/. each *. 

3. From Monmouth we may proceed to Shaftesbury, 
whose conduct, ever since his discharge, had been to the 
popular leaders a subject of increasing solicitude. His 
temper was soured ; his judgment seemed to be im- 
paired. The growing popularity of the king, and the 
rapid diffusion of the doctune ot non-resistance filled his 
mind with terrors, and led him to the approval of pro- 
jects the most fanciful and dangerous. Under the con- 
viction that he was marked out to be made the first 
victim to the ascendency of the court, he looked on 
nothing as impracticable which offered a chance of 
shielding lnm from the royal vengeance ; and with this 
view he was constantly employed m forming plans of 
insurrection with his subordinate agents, men of despe- 
rate fortunes, and equally desperate counsels. They 
were Walcot, formerly an officer in the Irish army under 
Cromwell, and afterwards engaged in several conspira- 
cies ; Rumscy, a military adventurer, who had distin- 
guished himself in the war of Portugal; Ferguson, an 
independent minister tiorn Scotland, animated with tin' 
most bitter hatred of the royal brothers; and West, i 
practitioner in the law, and a diligent collector and ms 
tnbutor of reports in the coffee-houses. These, hawng 
formed connexions with men of similar habits and prin- 
ciples, persuaded him thatlhey could raise the city at lus 
nod; but the other leaders enteitained a more correct 
notion of his resources, and apprehensive that a prema- 
ture rising might plunge the whole party into destruc- 
tion, shunned Ins company, and objected to lus pro- 
posals. The renewal of the contest for the appointment 
of t lie sheriffs, the perseverance, and finally the victor), 
of the king augmented ins alarms. lie believed that 


* .lani»*s ( Memoir,), i 7-*7 M.irphprson, !.% BuKtroilr, .'419 


Lord 
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his hie would be in jeopardy the moment that the no- 
mination of jurors fell into the hands of officers devoted 
to the crown. Once he thought of seeking a reconcilia- 
tion with the duke of York : but the overture was made 
in language so ambiguous, that James returned this 
cautious answer, “ Though lord Shaftesbury has been 
“ the most bitter of my enemies, all his offences will be 
“ forgotten, whenever he becomes a dutiful subject to 
“ bis majesty.'’ The earl did not pursue the attempt. 
Leaving Ins own house, lie concealed himself in differ- 
ent parts of the city, and by repeated messages urged 
the duke of Monmouth, the earl of Essex, and their 
friends to rise in arms. But disappointment followed 
disappointment: his fears of discovery increased; lie 
repaired, in the disguise of a preshyterian minister, to 
Harwich, whence, after some time, he sailed to the coast 
of Holland. Amsterdam received the fugitive ; where Dec. 
he was afterwards visited by Oates and Waller; but 
anxiety and vexation had impaired bis health ; the gout |gg 3 # 
fixed itself in lus stomach; anil he expired about two Jan. 
months after bis departure from England *. 21. 

4. Under the Whig sheriffs the Whigs triumphed in 
the courts of justice. Their adherents w ere invariably 
acquitted ; and the only chance of safety for their oppo- 
nents lay in the change of the venue to an indifferent 
county, the grant of winch by the judges was constantly 
followed by the abandonment of the action on the part 
of the prosecutor. But now the Tories were lords of the 
ascendant, and the Whigs m their turn learned to quail 
before the juries summoned by Tory sheriffs. Pilkmg- 
tou had scarcely laid down Ins office when an action of 
ttetw datum magnatum was brought against him by the 
duke of York, for having said, on occasion of a dinner 
given to that prince by the artillery company, “ The 
“ duke has burnt the city, and has now come to cut oiu 
“ throats.” The cause was tiied before a special jury of 

* Janies (Metiion s’), i, 734. Unmet, ii 331), 340. land Howard s m- 
foi ma Hon, Sprat, hy. <>» Lord Urey’s Conlet^ion, 15. 10 I)’A*n,ix (1 
llllj 1391. who li\c*s Ins deutli mi the 24th of Jamiaiy. LUwleigh Redi 
vivus 123. 123. 
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tlie county of Hertford, who awarded damages to the 
< 24 , amount of 100,000/. That the libel was most atrocious 
will be granted ; but the punishment was severe beyond 
reason, and equivalent to imprisonment for life at the 
pleasure of the prosecutor*. Tn like manner sir Pa- 
tience Ward was convicted of perjury, and the late 
sheriffs, Pilkington and Shute, Bethel and Cornish, 
with Ford, lord Grey, and several others, of a riot and 
assault on the lord mayor at the last election *|\ 

Rut that which excited the most intense interest was 
the argument on the quo warranto against the city of 
London, before sir Edmund Sanders, the chief, and the 
other judges of tlie King’s Bench. Sawyer, the attor- 
ney-general, rested Ins case on two facts : that the city 
had imposed an arbitrary tax on merchandize brought 
to public market, and had circulated a printed petition 
charging the king “with having interrupted by the pro- 
“ rogation of parliament the making of provisions neccs- 
“ sary for the preservation of lnmself and his protestant 
“ subjects.” The first of these, lie contended, was con- 
trary to law, the second a libel on the sovereign : whence 
st followed that, since the city had abused its franchises, 
n had forfeited them into the hands of the aulliurity 
from which they originally emanated. His opponents 
argued, that the rates were reasonable, and as such 
authorized by custom aud different charters ; that the 
publication of the petition, a tiling lawful in itself, had 
been ordered, not to raise a clamour against the king, 
hut to appease the agitated minds of the citizens ; and 
that if, in either '-f these acts, any offence had been com- 
mitted, it should he visited on the offenders themselves, 
and not on the innocent body of freemen, amounting to 
fifi) thousand individuals. 

After a long delay, in the hope that the nf) would 
avert the infliction of punishment by an ollhr of sub- 
June mission, the attorney-general demanded, and the court 
*“• pronounced, judgment, “ that the franchise and liberty 


* See the pxiiact from Nnrnsvi* I/nUieR, Tn.iK mu 82). 825 
f .Si. ile Tmlb, i\. JS’7 3 j1. 
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“ of the city of London should be taken and seized into 
“ the king’s hands V’ To leave, however, an opening 
for repentance, no entry was made; and the common 
council presented a petition to the king, expressive of 
their deep sorrow and contrition for the acts which had June 
drawn upon the city the royal displeasure, and begging 18* 
his majesty to grant them his pardon, and extend to 
them lus compassion. The answer returned by North, 
who, on the death of the lord chancellor, had been ap- 
pointed lord keeper, openly acknowledged the real 
grounds of the proceeding. The king, he said, had 
patiently borne the seditious meetings in the coffee- 
houses, the publication of libels, the riots m the streets, 
and the insults offered to the courts of justice. He 
never thought of questioning their charter till the 
government both of church and state was brought into 
danger by a factious party, who, to secure their own im- 
punity, had by violence usurped the election of the ma- 
gistrates. It was to put an end to these evils, and not 
to punish the city, that he had proceeded by a quo war- 
run In : and even now that judgment had been pro- 
nounced, he sought not to deprive it of its former fran- 
chises, but meielv as a measure of pre\enuon, to obtain 
a veto on the appointment of the lord mayor, sheriffs, • 
recorder, common-sergeant, town-cleik, coroner of Lon- 
don, and steward of Southwark. Let them arrange this 
with the law-officers of the crown, and all their liberties 
should be again confirmed. The common council 20. 
assented to the condition : but difficulties occurred, 
delays were created, and at last the judgment was 
entered. The king immediately empowered the late t 
lord mayor to continue in office, appointed a new court of 4, 

* Ibid 12G 1; and e\tiart fiom Lnttiell's MS If wo may believe Haw krs, 
Kennct. juul then followers, the judgment was "lien bj two pulses onk. 
one ol whom had lieaid but li.ill ol ihe .ligament lint the fact is the con 
trail S.uuleis, indeed, was not m court— he was confined to his bed h\ 
a stiuke of apoplexy— lint lie had pieviously £i\en lus opinion, and his 
tluee brethren, Jones. Itnymond, and Withens, m deluding judgment, 
asserted that the same u.i, to their knowledge the opinion of the -hut 
justice See Stall Tunis, and Liuuell, sw/mi 
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aldermen, from which eight of the former aldermen 
were excluded, and granted commissions to the she tills 
and other officers of the defunct corporation to execute 
their respective duties m the usual manner. The con 
sequence was that the income of the city, its form of 
government, and the administration of justice were pre- 
served: the change which took place affected not the 
duties of office, but the choice and character of the 
magistrates: hitherto they had generally been the 
opponents, now they were selected from the advocates, of 
the court*. 

5. About this time occurred a most important dis- 
covery, winch gave to the King the undisputed superiority 
over his opponents during the remainder of lus reign. 
The sudden flight and subsequent death of lord Shaftes- 
bury had made little alteration in the councils ol his 
friends or dependents. Walcot and Ferguson returned 
to London : the agitation caused by the discussion of 
the quo warranto reanimated their hopes ; frequent con- 
sultations were held, and measures were proposed by 
the more violent, not only for an msuriecUon in the city, 
but aho for the assassination of the royal brothers at 
Whitehall, or in the theatie, or at a farm belonging to 
one of the conspiratois, called the R} e-liouse, and 
situate in a lonely spot near lloddesdon, on the road h; 
which the king usually returned from Newmarket to 
London. By means of lord Howard of Escrick an in 
direct communication had all along been maintained 
between these men, and the more discontented among 
the Whig leader'., the duke of Monmouth, the earl of 
Essex, the lord Grey, lord William Russell, Algernon 
Sidney, and Mr. Hampden, who, though they refused 
to hear any mention of assassination, were willing to em- 
ploy the services of those among whom the notion origi- 
nated. To these the higher classes of conspirators, a si- 
multaneous rising in the city, in several counties, and in 
Scotland, appeared the most likely plan to gain the supe- 
* fttatr 127i — 12811. iSorlli, (>33. Ecliaid, 10'Jlj, 
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riorit y, and extort the roj a l assent to tlicir proposals ; and 
for this purpose they renewed the negotiation with the 
exiled earl of Arg\le. which had been begun hy the earl 
of Shaftesbury. Of ShalLeshury Arg) le had demanded 
30,000/. towards the attempt; he now reduced his de- 
mand to 8,0 00/., on the ieo-‘ipt of which he would send 
arms and ammunition fium Holland, and proceeding to 
Scotland, would place himself at the head of lus friends. 
There is reason to beliinc that tlie proposal was accepted: 
the intelligence leceived by the government slated that 
the lords Grey and Russell undeitoek to raise the 
money ; and, if credit can he guen to Grey, a consider- 
able portion of it was actually tin niched hy the latter. 

It chanced, however, 1h.it on ihc 1st of June u Scots- j ure 
man was arrested at Newcastle, the beaier of an cmg- 1. 
matical letter, calculated to awaken suspicion ; and that j-j 
on the 1‘Jtli, the day on which judgment was pronounced 
against the city , Josiah Keeling, one of the inferior con- 
spirators, offered to ro\eal the plans and proceedings of 
Ins associates toLcgge, lately created lord Dartmouth, 
and a member of the pi ivy council. Hints of the dis- 
covery of a plot were immediately whispered through 
the oily : the guilty, disappointed of the means of escape 
hy the mer, absconded; and a proclamation appeared 
offering a reward of 100/. for the apprehension of each 
out of nine persons therein mentioned, who all belonged 
to the class of inferior conspirators. The *ame day o • 
West, and the next Rumsey surrendered; but the king 21 
refused them a pardon, because he would nut, as had 
been done in the investigation of the popish plot, pur- 
chase the testimony of informers. It made, howe\er, 
hut little difference. The very uncertainty as to their 
fate, in which the prisoners were left, prompted them to 
deserve mercy by the importance of their disclosures; 
and Rumsey gave m successively the, West not tender 
than fourteen, informations. Shepherd came next: he 25. 
betrayed tbe meeting of the Whig leaders at his house; ‘26. 
Russell, Sydney, and Wildman were arrested and corn- 
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mitted lo the Tower ; and a second proclamation was 
published with the offer of a toward of 500/. for the 
apprehension of the duke of Monmouth, or Ford, lord 
Grey, or sir Thomas Armstrong, or Robert Feiguson. 

July All four had the good fortune to escape; but lord 
H. Howard of Escrick and the end of Essex weie taken 
10 - and confined m the Tower*. 

These proclamations and arrests furnished a new 
stimulus to the loyalty of the Tories, who hastened with 
addresses of congratulation to the foot of the throne. 
At the same time the crown lawyers proceeded with 
12 unwonted celerity. In a few da) s Hone, Walcot, and 
Rouse, three of the minor conspirators, were tried, and 
convicted on the evidence of their associates : nor did 
they so much deny their guilt, as complain of then* hard 
fortune in being betrayed b) the very men who had 
dratvn them into the commission of the offence. The 
trial of lord William Russell excited more general in- 
terest, as it promised a solution of the important ques- 
tion, whether the Whig leaders were implicated or not 
in the plans of the minor conspirators. The witnesses 
against him were Rumsey, Shepherd, and lord Howard. 
Rumsey deposed that the prisoner had attended a con- 
sultation at the house of Shepherd, of which the objm 
was to determine the possibility of surprising the king 1 .-, 
guards at the Savoy and the Mews ; and Shepherd, 1 hat 
lord Russell was certainly present at a meeting m lus 
house of the persons named by Rumsey. When lord 
Howard was called, a rumour ran through the court, that 
lord Essex had that very morning committed suicide in 
the Tower t. By the j udges, the j ury, the spectators, the 

* See Lord Orey’s Confession, and the numeions depo-utions m Sprat's 
history ol the U\e house plot. 

+ Loitl Essex w.isot a melancholy temperament, and disposed in com- 
pany to defend the practice of sell -murder. Ori his uppiehensmn he 
lubouied under such mu I union or inind before the council that he knew 
not how to express himself His countess succeeded in calming 1 is 
spirits; but when he saw fmm the window of Jus cell loid Russell 
led to tiial, lie. relapsed into the same state of depletion, and bolted 
the door of bis closet; in which lie was soon afterwards found with 
his hend newly separated ft oin the bod} It was supposed tlmt he had 
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fuel was taken as a proof of the guilt of that unfoitunate 
nobleman ; and with such impression on the mind it 
difficult not to form the same conclusion as to his 
intimate friend and associate, Ihe prisoner at the bar. 
As soon as llic shock had subsided, Howard gave Ins 
evidence in an artful narrative, which, while it, detailed 
at length the plans and proceedings of Shaftesbury and 
bis immediate* accomplices, touched bin sparingly and 
tenderly on the conduct of lord William llussell. That 
the disclosure was wrung from bun by the hope, per- 
haps the secret promise, of pardon, cannot be doubted; 
that he deserved all the obloquy which it has entailed 
on his character may likewise be true; but there exists 
no pretence for charging him with false testimony. It 
is plain that he was a reluctant witness; that he knew 
more than he was willing to disclose : that he sought not 
to establish, but rather to extenuate, the offence of the 
accused. The only point in his evidence which could 
affect lord Russell, was that he had twice assembled 
with Monmouth, Essex, Grey, Howard, Sydney, and 
Hampden, the first time to consult on the most proper 
place for the commencement of an insurrection, and the 
second on the propriety of sending an agent to form a 
party in Scotland, a measure winch was accordingly 
adopted. Lord Russell made but a feeble defence. He 
acknowledged that be was present at the meeting at 
Shepherd’s: but it was by mere accident; he stepped 
m for the purpose of tasting some wine; and heard no 
mention of any design of surprising the guards. He was 
also present at the meetings described by lord Howard ; 
but recollected no other subject of conversation than the 
public news of the day. He denied that credit was due 
to the witnesses against lnm, because they laboured to 

bee n diiveri to tins desperate net by solf-iepionch, by the const ion mm-ss 
that to lum was owing tin* danger m which lord Russell then sto- il: lor 
the hitter had always relhicd to have any communication with lord 
Howard, till he wns unknowingly led into the company of that nobleman 
by lord Essex See Ilurnet’s journal, in App. lo Lhe Life of William Lu.d 
Russell, ii. 2(12. I shall not detain the leader with the atwiy of the mur- 
der of lord Essex by the king and lhe duke of York, a story so utteily mi- 
piobnble, thnt it could nevci have obtained circulation had it not he^u 
through thu violence of party. 
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save their own lives by bringing liis into danger ; and he 
proved that lord Howard had on some occasions denied 
the existence of any plot, and on another had asserted 
the innocence of lord William Russell upon oath. At 
the request of the jury lord Howard was re-examined. 
II e replied that he had done nothing which anj other 
man in his situation would not have done. As long as 
he was at liberty, it was plainly his interest to ridicule 
the plot as forgery ; and when the design of assassinating 
the lung was mentioned m his piesenec, he hesitated 
not to assert with an oath, what he could assert with 
truth, that lord Ilussell was innocent of any such 
offence. 

The chief argument alleged bv the prisoner was 
drawn from the statute of the 25th of Edward III. That 
statute pionoenced the act of levying of war, not the 
intention of levying war, to be treason, llv confining 
the guilt of treason to the act, it removed it from the in- 
tention. ISiovv supposing all the evidence against him 
to he true, it might prove his intention ; hut not one of 
the witnesses asseited I hut. lie had proceeded to any open 
act. The same reply was made which would be made to 
the same arguments at the present day : that it was the 
doctrine of the courts of law, that actually to hr y war 
against the king amounts in all cases to the guilt 
ot treason; and that to conspire to levy war is 
also treason, when the object of such conspiracy is to 
destroy, or depose, or restrain and control the king ; and 
that, whether such was or was not the object of the con- 
sultations at which lord Russell attended, was a question 
for the determination of the jury. The jury returned a 
verdict of guilty *. 


• State Trial'., 578 — 636 Unmet, n. 365 —36'J After 1 lie revolution 
Die sheriffs., the secondaries and their cleik, and the ten suiviviug jurors, 
were examined before a committee ol the house of lords . but the >esult of 
their unsweis is that the jui> were fail ly selected, and that noalteumt was 
made to influence tlieir verdict. Lords’ Journals, xiv. 3M1, 382, 383. 389 
302. His attainder was, however, leversed on account of “ undue and 
* k illegal return of jurors, he having been refused bis law ltd challenge to 
“ the said juiors loi want of trecbold, and of partial and unjust cou&tiuc- 
“ lious ol law.” Stut. 1 William and Mary. 
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If we may credit report, a strong appeal was made to 
the indigence of Charles in favour of the unfortunate 
prisoner. The duchess of Portsmouth received a hint 
that a large sum, 50,000/., perhaps 100,000/., would be 
give m return for a pardon. But the king treated the 
proposal as an insult. “ I will not,” he hastily replied, 

“ sell my own and my subjects’ blood at so cheap a 
rate Lord Russell himself was drawn, by the earnest 
entreaties of his wife, to petition the king, and to solicit 
the intercession of the duke of York. To the former he 
most solemnly maintained that he never cherished a 
thought against. Ins life or against the government. At 
the same time he confessed with humility and sorrow, 
that he had been present through ignorance and inad- 
vertence at meetings which were unlawful in themselves, 
and provoking to Ins sovereign ; and he therefore de- 
clared himself ready to spend the remainder of Ins days 
wherever the king might appoint, and promised never 
more to interfere in political matters without his ma- 
jesty’s command Lord Russell indulged no hope of 
success from this petition. It could not be expected 
that Charles should extend to one whom lie thought 
guilty of treason that mercy, which the same individual 
and his associates had by intimidation prevented him 
from extending to so many victims whom he believed 
tube innocent. It cost the unfortunate prisoner still July 
more to solicit the favour of the duke of York, whom for 
several years lie had pursued with the most bitter and 
unrelenting hostility. It w T as to the influence of lord 
Russell’s authority, as much as to the contrivance of 
Shaftesbury, that- the duke owed his banishment from 
the council and the country : lord Russell had moved 

* Lnttrell, in State Trials, 10J0 Unmet, it. 369. This stoiy recedes 
some continuation lrom a passage in the call of lledfnid’s petition, that 
lie never had the piesumptum tu think that the royal mercy could be 
obtained by indirect means: but should think himself, 1ns wife, and 
childien much happier to be left with but bread nnd water than to lose Ins 
dear son for so foal a dime against the best of punces. See it in Life of 
William Loid Russell, ii. 7*h 

t Ibid. 

VOL. XII. 
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and supported in successive parliaments the bill of ex- 
clusion, and it was in reality to deprive him of the suc- 
cession, and perhaps of life, that he had engaged in 
those intrigues for which he had been condemned. In 
his letter to that prince he made no attempt to disguise 
the part which he had taken, but declared that his con- 
duct did not arise from any personal animosity, or evil 
design : he had acted with sincerity, and under the per- 
suasion that the bill of exclusion was the most eligible 
way of preserving the religion established by law: now, 
however, lie was ready to engage “ never any more to 
“ meddle m the least opposition to his royal highness 
and he promised that the interference of the duke on his 
behalf, as it was a favour beyond what he could expect, 
should make on him the deepest impression, and lay 
him under the most lasting obligation *. Both princes 
were inexorable. James, indeed, consented to hear 
what his friends could urge in his favour: but Charles 
listened to their prayers with impatience; and when 
lord Dartmouth represented to him the influence of the 
Russell family, whom it was better policy to conciliate 
than offend, and lus personal obligations to the earl of 
Southampton, whose daughter lord Russell had married, 
he briefly replied, “All that is true: hut it is as true 
that if I do not take his life, he will soon have mine.’' 
It was, indeed, thought that Charles might have relented, 
if lord Russell could have been induced to admit the 
doctrine of passive obedience: but the arguments and 
entreaties of Burnet and of Tillotson were equally fruit- 
less : he persisted in his former opinion of the lawful- 
ness of resistance to the encroachments of authority ; 
and, as he was known to hold that existing circumstances 
called for such resistance, Charles might, thence infer 
that the pardon of the prisoner was irreconcilable with 
the safety of his own person t. But though lie refused 
to grant the petition of the prisoner, he gave him to 

*■ • Ibid. 79 — HI II urnet’s Journal, 262. 

f Unmet, Hist u. 370, note. 
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understand that no advantage should be taken of his 
forfeiture to the prejudice of his wife or children*. 

Lord Russell met his fate with resignation and forti- 
tude. It was not that he felt no pang at. the thought of 
being separated from all that he valued in life— for, 
when he spoke of his wife, a tear would occasionally 
steal from his eye, and betray the emotion which he 
strove to conceal— but he sought and found consolation 
in the assurance of the divine mercy, and in the persua- 
sion that his conduct had been justified by the principles 
which he conscientiously approved. He sometimes men- 


* Burnet's Journal, 274. Lord Russell's Life, 129 It appeals from 
the life ot Tillotson by llirch, that on the 16th Burnet argued with hud 
Russell icspecting the question, whPlher tin* people " might defend then 
“ leliginn and hbei ties, when invaded and taken tiom them, though under 
“ pretenee and colmu of law.” Burnet behoved that lie had eonvimed 
him of the unlaw fulness of lesi&tain e, and communicated the fact lo 
Tillotson, Tillotson to loid Halifax, and Halifax to the king. On Chailes 
it made a doepei nnpiession than anything which had been said iuloid 
Russell’s fat oiu betose. When, howevei, ’J’lllolson visited the ptisonei on 
Thuisdav, he found him fixed in hi*, former opinion, and the almost which 
he could extract lrom lam w ns the n-sei lion that, it lie had done w long 
in this pe (suasion, he had sinued through ignoiance. The dean adminis- 
tered the saernmenl to him the next morning, but nftciwnids appears to 
have been induced by las own siruples to wide to lam a letter, winch he 
delivered in person. “ My end, ’ lie said, “ is to convince yom lordship that 
1 von are m a\eiy great and dangerous mistake - and, being so con 
“ vmeed, that which betiae was a 6in of ignorance, will appear of a much 
,l nioie heinous nature, <is t>i t tut It 1 1 is, and call loi a very paitieular ami 
“ deep repentance ... I am loth to gne yom loidship any disquiet hi 
” the distiess you are in . . . but am much niou concerned that you do 
“ not leave the world in a delusion and false peace, lu the hindiancc ot 
“ youi eternal huppiness.” Ills arguments against loid Russell’s opinion 
uic, 1. The Cluistiau udigion doth plainly tmbul the lesistance of ,iu- 
thonly. 2. The law which lias established the piotestant n-ligion, hath 
declared that it is not lawful on any pietcnce whatsoever to take up aims, 
&c. 3, The opposite opinion is conliaiy to the declined doelune of all 
proteslant churches. Lord Russell, taking the let! ei, retired to unothei 
apaitment, and returning aftei some time, said that he was not eominced, 
but that, as he was willing to he so, he hoped God would toigiie him il he 
were in eiroi It is worthy of remark that Burnet makes no mention oi 
his conference with loid Russell on this subject in lus journal, though lie 
pronounces that journal “ a punctual and tine relation of all that he could 
“ remember between the noble prisoner and himself.” (Journal. 279 ) 
Aftei the revolution he alludes to it m his lustoiy : but at that tune pas- 
sive obedience was no longer in favour ; and therefore, instead of owning 
that he and Tdlolsou endea\ouied to impress that doctiine on the mind 
«»( lord Russell, he only represents them as maintaining that “ thepaitv 
“ had gone too quick iu their consultations, and that resistance, in the 
*' comlit on in which they weie then, was not lawful.” Burnet, u ^72 

Y 2 
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tioned lord Howard, but with scorn, pronouncing himself, 
even with sentence of death suspended over his head, 
more happy than the man who, to purchase life, had de- 
scended to the disgrace of betraying his associates. In 
conversation he was calm, and frequently cheerful ; of 
lady Russell, her noble qualities, and her exertions for 
his life, he spoke in terms of tenderness and gratitude; 
J uiy and, when he had parted for the last time from that admir- 
20. able woman, who had the fortitude to control her own 
feelings that she might not add to the poignancy of his, 
turning to Burnet, he exclaimed, “Now the bitterness of 
July death is passed.*’ The next morning, attended by Til- 
lotson and Burnet, he was conveyed in his own carriage 
to Lincoln’s Inn- fields, the place appointed for the exe- 
cution. The crowd was immense, and a strong military 
force had been called out in aid of the civil authorities. 
Lord Russell said little on the scaffold, but delivered a 
written speech to the sheriffs. He exhibited no symp- 
tom of perturbation, and after the example of lord Staf- 
ford, refused to give any sign to the executioner, who, 
having deliberately taken his aim, at two strokes severed 
the head from the body *. 

By the industry of lady Russell her husband’s written 
speech was already printed, and circulated through the 
capital. It was the result of much consideration, and 
had been submitted to the inspection of Burnet. In it 
lord Russell stated that he died a protestant, and in the 
communion of the church of England, “ though he could 
“ never rise up to all the heights of many people that 
m the prosecution of the popish plot he had acted on the 
conviction of its reality, which conviction he still re- 
tained, and that lie knew nothing of any practices to 
suborn and instruct the witnesses ; that he had taken an 
active part m favour of the bill of exclusion, because lie 


* State Trials, 683. 1010 “ 11 temoiRna beancoup de fermete en mou- 

*' »ant Pliisiours pernonues tremperent leurs mouchoirs dans son 

*' sang. C'est une continue purmi le& Anglois.qui marque leur venerutiou 
“ pour celui qui meurt.” Bunllon, 3 Aofif, N. S. 
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thought that measure necessary to free the nation from 
the pollution of popery, and to secure the king’s life 
from the danger to which it was exposed through the 
expectation of a popish successor ; that, in the meeting 
at Mr. Shepherd s, there was some discourse of surpris- 
ing the guards, but without any engagement to make 
the attempt, and that many things were said with more 
heat than judgment, which, though he disapproved in 
liis mind, he did not sufficiently discountenance in words ; 
and that this was not an actual levying of war against 
the king, which alone is declared treason by the statute 
of Edward III., whence it followed that he was inno- 
cent of the crime for which he stood condemned. He 
concluded in the following: word.% “ And now, to sum all 
“ up, as I had not any design against the king's life, 
“ or the life of any man whatsoever, so I never was in 
“ any contrivance of altering the government. What 
“ the heals, passions, and vanities of other men have 
“ occasioned, I ought not to be responsible for, nor 
“ could I help them, though now I suffer for them. 
“ But the will of the Lord be done, into whose hands I 
“ commend my spirit V’ 

This paper was calculated to create a strong persua- 
sion of his innocence ; but on a close examination it will 
be found to savour more of the cunning of Burnet, than 
of the ingenuity of lord Russell f. From the crimes 
which it denies, posterity has long ago absolved the un- 
fortunate victim. He was too honourable a man to dip 
his hands in the blood of the king, or to seek the life of 
any other individual unless by the course of law ; and 
his predilections in favour of monarchy forbade him to 


* State Trials, 685. 

+ Doth Charles and mnny others thought Barnet the author, who as well 
as Tillotson was examined on the subject, and dismissed. Lady Russell 
wrote to the king in favour of Murnci, stating that she had often henid 
her husband sav all that was contained in the paper. After the revolu- 
tion, however, Burnet acknowledged that the plan and order was his. See 
Burnet, iii. 372. See Lady Bussell’s letter in life of lord Hussell, li. 12-1 ; 
and Burnet’s jouruul, ibid 206. Also Luttrell, State Trials, 1011. 
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aim at the subversion of that constitution under which 
his family enjoyed such rank and intluence. But there 
were other charges against him. Was he not a party to 
the design of compelling the king by force to banish and 
disinherit the presumptive heir to the crown? Had he 
not attended meetings of which this was the only real 
object? Did he not concur in the design of raising an 
insurrection in Scotland to co-operate with another in 
England for the same purpose? On these questions, 
which hardly admit of doubt*, he is studiously silent; 
probably because he could neither deny them with any 
regard to truth, nor admit them without danger to his 
associates. That he justified such attempts to his own 
conscience cannot be questioned: they were consonant 
to the principles which he maintained, and which in a 
few years led to the revolution of 1688. But when he 
embarked in them he must have been aware that he 
staked his life on the result. Never was any govern- 
ment, however liberal, known to admit in practice that 
insurrection against itself ought to be suffered with im- 
punity. 

The 21st of July is a day memorable in our annals. 
On it perished lord William Russell, a martyr to the 
doctrine of the lawfulness of resistance, and on the same 
day the university of Oxford published its celebrated de- 
cree in support of passive obedience. “To the honour of 
“ the Holy and Undivided Trinity, the preservation of 
“ catholic truth in the church, and that the king’s ina- 
“ jesty might be secured both from the attempts of open 
“ bloody enemies, and the machinations of treacherous 
“ heretics and schismatics,” that learned and orthodox 
body consigned to everlasting reprobation the following 
doctrines : that civil authority is originally derived from 
the people ; that there exists any compact, tacit or ex- 
press, between the prince and his subjects, from the ob- 
ligation of which, if one party resile, the other is of course 


• See llurnet, ii. 344. 347. 360. 362. 
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discharged ; and that, if the sovereign govern not, as by 
the law of God and man he is bound to govern, he for- 
feits the right winch he previously had to the govern- 
ment. In addition they enjoined “ that all and singular 
“ the readers, tutors, and catechists should diligently m- 
“ struct and ground their scholars in that most necessarj 
“ doctrine, which in a manner is the badge and ohaiacter 
“ of the church of England, of submitting to every or- 
“ diuancc of man for the Lord’s sake, teaching that this 
“ submission and obedience is to be clear, absolute, and 
“ without exception of any state or order of men 
Five years did not elapse before the framers of this de- 
cree were called upon to practise the doctrine which it 
taught. They felt its inconvenience : “ the badge and 
“ character of the church of England” were thrown 
away ; and the university made a present of its plate to 
the invader, who sought to deprive the reigning sove- 
reign of his crown. 

Previously to the succeeding trial, that of Algernon 
Sydney, a new chief justice was appointed, sir George 
Jeffreys, of infamous memory. During the sickness of 
Sanders, his predecessor, he had been recommended by 
Sunderland to the king ; but Charles expressed a doubt 
whether his knowledge were equal to so elevated an 
office, and some reluctance to place a sergeant over the 


* To these propositions are added four-.uid-twpntv otheis taken 1'iom 
the woiks of l)ncliunan, lie ll.n mine, Milton, Goodwin, Baxter, Owen, 
Knox, Hobbes, Goodman, O.nlwnght, and others, .is-eiliug that the kin<; 
has hot n co-oidmnte authont} with ihe other two estates, ami may be 
overruled by them, that it is lawlul to exclude the nexl lien fiom the suc- 
cession, tlml subjects may hiwlully enter into leagues, cuvemruts, aud 
associations without the permission and against the protiihition of ilie 
Boveieign, that possession and powei give, light, llut oaths aie unlawful, 
that dominion is loundcd on gi.e e, th it kings uie bound to submit to pres- 
byterian government as the sceptre of Christ's kingdom, thut w icked kings 
and tyrants ought to lie put to death, that it is lawful for a private man, 
having a call from God, to kill a tyinnt, arid that Chniles I , having made 
war on his parliament, ceased lo he king, and might lawfully be put to 
death. The decree pronounced “all and every of these propositions false, 
" seditious, and impious; most of them heretic il ami blasphemous, lufa- 
“ mous to the Christian religion, and destructive of all government in 
" church and slate, 1 ' and oidcred the books containing them to be burnt. 
Wilkins, con. iv. CIO. Someis’ Tracts, vin. 420. 424. Stale Tracts, ii 153. 
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heads of the other judges*. By what arguments the 
objections of the monarch were removed, is unknown : 
but three months after the death of Sanders, Jeffreys 
took his seat as chief on the bench. During his prac- 
tice at the bar he had proved himself a shrewd and in- 
telligent lawyer, able to discern at the first glance the 
real merits of a cause, and possessing a greater portion 
of legal learning than could have been expected from a 
man habitually devoted to the pleasures of the table. 
But other qualities are supposed to have influenced the 
choice of the government. Jeffreys was servile to men 
in power; he hated the Whigs, who had deprived him of 
the recordership of London ; his arrogance and violence 
would enable him to bear down all opposition in his 
court ; and public opinion, the best and most effective 
check on the passions of those who administer the laws, 
was held by him in sovereign contempt. 

At the trial of Sydney the eyes of the spectators 
watched alternately the conduct of the judge and of the 
prisoner, who stood before them as the two champions of 
the opposite parties. On the one hand, the cool judg- 
ment, the undaunted spirit, and the eloquent defence of 
Sydney excited admiration : on the other Jeffreys showed 
that he was able to control the impetuosity of his tem- 
per, adopting a courtesy of language, and a tone of im- 
partiality, which no man would have anticipated from 
his previous character f. The principal witness was 
lord Howard, who repeated his former testimony, and 
declared that . Sydney was a member of the council of 
six ; that he had attended one meeting at the house of 
Hampden, and another at that of lord Russell ; and that 
he had undertaken to send Aaron Smith to Scotland, 
to confer with the discontented in reference to an in- 


surrection in that kingdom, and to prevail on some of 


• Sec Sunderland's letter in (liar. Conesp i 82. 

i Sydney in his apology (Stale Trials, ix 823) complains lhat tlio 
chief justice would not allow his exceptions to the juiors. Yet the pan- 
ne' contains the names of eighty nine persons (p. 824), of whom fifty-live 
were challenged, or abseut or excused. 
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them to come to London under pretence of proceeding to 
Carolina. The pusoner contended with considerable 
force, that the evidence of Howard deserved no credit. 
He was a prisoner lying under the same charge; he 
sought to earn his own pardon by establishing the guilt 
of others; and lie had solemnly asserted, occasionally 
with the sanction of an oath, as was proved by ten irre- 
proachable witnesses, that the whole story ot the con- 
spiracy was a mere fiction. To this the crown lawyers 
replied that, if the testimony of accomplices were to be 
rejected, few conspiracies would ever be proved; that 
the denials of lord Howard were made when he was at 
large, and when it was his interest to create a disbelief 
of the plot; and that the earnestness with which he 
laboured to produce this effect could have sprung from 
no other source than his own coi. c ciousness ot guilt. 
The jury believed him, nor has time brought anything 
to light which can throw discredit on his testimony. 
Though Russell, Sydney, and Hampden attempted to 
show that in some particulars it was improbable, not 
one of them, either at his trial or after judgment, ven- 
tured to pronounce it substantially false ; and Hampden 
subsequently to the revolution boasted before the com- 
mittee of the house of lords that., “the coming into 
“England of king William was nothing else but the 
“ continuation of the council of six *.** 

To corroborate the testimony of lord Howard, the at- 
torney-general proved by several witnesses, that the per- 
sons mentioned by lnm actually arrived in London from 
Scotland, and gave out as the cause of their arrival the 
pretence suggested at the meeting. He then proceeded 
from parole to written evidence, exhibiting, “as another 


• See Ins exam i nation, L. Jouni- xix. 378. Burnet, indped, in liis jour* 
nat, says, “ Lord Russeil. the mirht ht-tore Ihb death, said to me m my 
lady’s hearing that my loid Howard in several particulars had sworn 

** falsely mul done him wronif But I did not reckon them up.” It is not 
probable that, li these pai ticulurs had affected the substance of the charge, 
so warm a partisan as Burnet would have omitted to insert them in his 
journal or Ins hislor> . 
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“ overt act of treason,’* a manuscript apparently in the 
hand-writing of the prisoner, calculated to excite the 
people to sedition. By Sjdney it was argued, that the 
identity of hands ought not in criminal cases to be in- 
ferred from conjectural evidence; that the manuscript, 
a refutation of Kilmer s work upon government, being 
composed many years ago, could have no relation to a 
conspiracy supposed to be set on foot in the preceding 
month of January; that a private writing was not an 
overt act within the meaning of the statute ; and that 
to every overt act the testimony of two witnesses was re- 
quired by law. His adversaries replied, that from the 
comparison of the manuscript with the admitted letters 
of Sydney neither court nor jury could entertain a doubt 
of the writer ; that though tho body of the work had been 
written some years before, the corrections in it appeared 
from the colour of the ink to have been recently made; 
that these corrections, combined with its position on 
Sydney’s desk at the moment of his arrest, showed that 
he intended to make use of it at that very time; that 
the crime laid to the charge of the prisoner was not ac- 
tual insurrection, hut a design to take away the king’s 
life, of which design a seditious writing might. he con- 
sidered a sufficient proof ; and that it had already been 
decided in the case of lord Stafford that two witnesses 
were required, not to each act of treason, hut only to the 
treasonable intention from which those acts proceeded. 

The chief justice in his charge to the jury summed up 
the evidence in a tone of candour and moderation, not 
often heard in those ages from that bench. But when 
he came to expound the law, he laid down doctrines from 
which the common sense of mankind will instinctively 
revolt. Lord Howard, he said, had proved the trai- 
torous design with which Sydney had sent for certain 
individuals from Scotland; others had proved that these 
very individuals had arrived in town: here then were 
the two witnesses required by the statute : for all the 
judges had solemnly resolved before the king in council 
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that, to comply wifch that statute, nothing more was ne- 
cessary than to prove by one witness an act ol 1 treason, 
and by another some circumstance contributing to the 
completion of that act. But, supposing this proof not 
sufficient, there was the manuscript found on Sydney’s 
desk, a document equal in value to the testimony of two- 
and- twenty witnesses. It was indeed true that it re- 
mained still in the possession of the prisoner, that there 
was no evidence of liis intention to publish it, that it bore 
not any necessary relation to the intended insurrection : 
yet in law scribere was agere , and the writing of a trea- 
sonable, though private, paper amounted to an overt act 
of treason. The other judges signified their concurrence 
in this opinion, and the jury, subdued by their authority, 
returned, after a deliberation of half an hour, a verdict 
of guilty *. 

When Sydney was brought up to receive judgment 
he repeated, but in vain, the arguments which he had 
urged during the trial ; and the moment sentence was 
pronounced by Treby, the lecorder, he burst into the fol- 
lowing exclamation : “ Then, O God ! O God ! I beseech 
M thee to sanctify my sufferings, and impute not my 
“ blood to the country or the city . let no inquisition be 
“ made for it : but if any, and tlie shedding of blood, that 
“ is innocent, must he revenged, let the weight of it 
“ fall only on those that maliciously persecute me for 
“ righteousness’ sake.” This passionate apostrophe, 
which was probably prepared for the occasion, rutiled the 
composure of the chief justice, who rose and said, “ 1 
“ pray God to work in you a temper fit to go unto the 
“ other world, for I see von arc not fit for this.” “ My 
“ Lord,” replied Sydney, stretching out his arm, “ feel 
“ mv pulse, and see if lam disordered. I bless God, I 
“ never was in better temper than T am now*}*.” 

The conviction of Sidney was followed by the pardon 
of Monmouth, a benefit for which that nobleman was 


* Slate Tunis, i\ 8lS— ftJjA 


f Ibid. S96- 903. 
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indebted to the policy, rather than the friendship, of the 
marquess of Halifax, who, that he might strengthen 
himself against the influence of the duke of York in the 
cabinet, sought to set up an opposite interest by rceon- 
Ort. ciling Monmouth with the king. Having sounded the 
royal inclination, he communicated with Monmouth in 
his retreat, assured him of his father’s affection, and pre- 
vailed on him to address to the monarch a penitent and 
supplicatory letter. In it the duke solicited pardon both 
of the king and of his uncle, and, by confining his pro* 
testations of innocence to the charge of an intent to 
Id. murder, tacitly acknowledged Ins participation in the 
design of exciting insurrection. He also promised that 
his future life should be spent m proving the eiucenty 
of his repentance, and begged to be admitted to the 
presence of his father, “ Because,” he added, “ 1 have 
“ that to say to you, sir, that will for ever, 1 hope, settle 
4i you quiet in your kingdom, and the duke after you, 
“ whom I intend to serve to the uttermost of my 
25. “ power Charles immediately relented ; he met 
Monmouth in secret at the house of major Long m the 
city ; receiving him, indeed, with an air of displeasure, 
but the displeasure of a parent who seeks the reformation 
of his child. He reproved the duke for following coun- 
sels which must lead to his ruin ; spoke with severity of 
the character of his associates, and left him with some 
gracious expressions, but still in uncertainty as to the 
Nov. result. Another private interview and several messages 
4 * followed. Charles assured him of pardon, but insisted 
that he should previously submit without reserve to the 
9 # royal pleasure. It required all the address of Halifax to 
bend the reluctant mind of Monmouth to this condition. 
He represented it as necessary to conceal the intrigue 
from the duke of York ; he promised that it should lead 
to nothing humiliating or dishonourable, and he dictated 
a second letter, which Monmouth with some difficulty 


See it in Sprut, \'cj. 
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consented to transcribe*. In this, after several pro- Nov. 
testations of regret for his past offences, he was made to 
throw himself “ at the feet of the king to be disposed of 
“ as he should direct for the remaitxder of his life,” to 
beg that he might be spared the ignominy of a prison 
and a trial, and to request advice how he might best im- 
plore the forgiveness of the duke of York, “which he 
“ would do, not as an outward form, but with all the 
“ sincerity in the world With this letter in his hand 22. 
Charles ventured to break the matter to his brother, who 
declared himself perfectly satisfied ; and a note was sent 
to Monmouth stating that, “ if he desired to render lum- 
“ self capable of mercy, he must place himself in the 
“ custody of the secretary, and resolve to disclose what- 
" ever he knew, resigning himself entirely to the royal 
“ pleasure ft.” The duke obeyed; he was introduced to 24. 
the two brothers : to his father he pn tested on his knees 
that he was innocent of any design against the royal life, 
but confessed and condemned the part which he had 
taken m the disloyal plans and practices of the conspi- 
rators ; then turning to Ins uncle, he acknowledged him- 
self guilty of many offences against him, solicited for- 
giveness, and promised that, if James should survive the 
lung, he himself would be the first man to draw the 
sword in defence of his right whenever occasion might 
require. He subsequently confirmed the truth of lord 
Howard’s testimony with the exception of one unim- 
portant particular, named the chief persons on whom the 
conspirators depended in Cheshire, Yorkshire, and the 
west, and unfolded the designs of Argyle in Scotland $ . 

• Halifax also informed lnm that the queen hud interceded in his favnui 
« ith the duke and duchess, for which the king had thanked her. Wei 
wood, .121. This will fui msh a reason why he solicited her intercession 
ulterwards, when he was a pnsoner in the luign of James. 

See it in Sprut, 189. 

t See it in Howell’s State Trials, eopied from the original in the kind’s 
hand in the Slate Paper office, xi.. 1097- 

$ See the extraet in Spiat V 13G) ; another from the Memoirs of James, 

111 lus Life ( 1 . 742) ; the letter of that prince to the prince of On* litre, Nov 
‘27, m Dairy mple (App. 53) , and Iteresbj liora the testimony ot Hah tax, 

168 175 
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Both Charles and James assured him of forgiveness and 
favour : the king presented him to the queen, the duke 
^ v, to the duchess; and as soon as his confession had been 
* entered in the council-book, the proceedings for outlawry 
were withdrawn, and a full pardon was prepared. To 
add to the benefit, the king sent him a present of 
6 , 000 /.* 

The joy which Monmouth might have felt at this re- 
conciliation was troubled by the reproaches of his own 
conscience. He had condescended to become an in- 
former ; he had purchased his own safety by betraying 
his associates ; and his infamy had been announced to 
the woild by the publication of his submission and con- 
26 fession in the Clazette. Till lie received his pardon 
under the great seal, he was silent; hut then, conceiving 
himself free fiom danger, he began to throw out hints in 
conversation that he had revealed nothing to the king, 
which could be deemed confirmatory of the guilt of those 
who had been brought to trial. Tins falsehood excited 
i he anger of his father, who, at the suggestion of Or- 
Dcc. mond, required from him a written contradiction of the 
4* report. He obeyed ; but his letter was deemed evasive, 
j, and Charles gave him another form, composed or at, least 
written by himself. In it Monmouth was made to 
assert, “ in consequence of reports that he had goi/* 
about to discredit the evidence in the late trials, that the 
king and the duke knew how ingenuously he had owned 
the conspiracy, and that, though he was not conscious of 
any design against his majesty’s life, }et lie lamented the 
great share winch he had in the other part of the con- 
spiracy t.” After many a pang, and at the earnest 

• James, ibid. Slate Trials, ix. 1015 Secretary Jenkins to Hnlstrode, 
in Bulstrode's Memoirs, 3, Vi. And for the whole intrigue, Monmouth's 
journal, in the appendix, to Wei wood, 319—3*22 That this journal is 
authentic, ns fur ns it goes, I hsiie no doubt. It bears its origin on its face, 
and agrees with eveiy other credible document. Thut it is considerably 
mutilated is acknowledged by Welwnod himself, who was unwilling or 
afraid to publish passages which might be thought to reflect on certain 
chai.icters. 

k t See it in Sprat, 1 41. 
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solicitation of lord Halifax, he copied this form, and pre- 
sented it to the kini^ : hut the moment he communicated 
its contents to lus friends, he was overwhelmed with re- 
proaches: lord Anglesey sent him written remarks on 
ns dangerous tendency, and Hampden declared that he 
considered it as Ins death wairant. Agitated by shame j) t . (i 
and remorse, Monmouth passionately demanded back 6. 
the paper from his father, and Charles, to soothe his 
feelings, assured him that it should never be produced 
in any court of justice, and advised him to wait a few 
hours, and think seriously on the consequences of his 
conduct. In the morning he renewed his demand, and 
the king, having exchanged it for the original, forbade 
him by the vice-cliambcrlain, ever more to come into 
the royal presence. lie retired to hi* seal in the country, 
where the advice or entreaty of the duchess drew from 
him an offer to retiace his steps, and sign again a similar 
paper. But it was too late : Charles instantly rejected 
the proposal *. 

A belief prevailed that this conduct of Monmouth 
hastened, pci haps occasioned, the death of Sydney, who 
had petitioned for life, not in the supplicatory tone of a 
criminal conscious of guilt, but with the spirit and dignity 
of an injured man appealing to the justice of his sovereign. 
Chuiles was thought to waver; nor did lie suffer the 
fatal warrant to be issued, till it was apprehended that 
to spare the life of the prisoner would be to countenance 
the false reports circulated by the partisans of Mon- 
mouth!'. On tho same day on which the latter was 
banished from the presence of his father, Sydney was led 
to the scaffold erected on Tower-hill. Never did man 

* Set* the king' i own nan alive of the whole proceeding in council (State 
Trials, ix ll)97 — 109'.)), tin* examinations of Hampden, sir James ForlieB, 
and colonel Oodlrey (L. Journal, xiv 378. 380 382); llulstrode, 354, 
JameB t 743; Keiesby, 171; Dalrymple, 54; Carte’s Oimond, ii 532. I 
lute described this occunenre the mote nuuutely, as itleuds to display 
the real rhaiueters both of Charles and Monmouth. 

+ “ Sydney’s life could not then lmve been spaied, but that the mercy 
" would have been mterpieted to proceed Irom the satisfaction the duke of 
" Monmouth hud given the king that there was no real conspiracy.” Or- 
in ind to the mil ot Arran, Carte, u. 533 
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face the terrors of death with less parade or greater in- 
difference. He suffered no friend to accompany him ; ho 
refused the aid of the ministers of religion ; and, when 
he was asked if he did not intend to address the specta- 
tors, he replied, that 44 He had made his peace with God» 
“ and had nothing to say to man.” Having made him- 
self ready, he placed his neck upon the block, and bade 
the executioner perform his duty. 

It was the persuasion of Sydney that civil liberty 
could llourish only under a republican government. 
After the death of Charles I. his birth and abilities raised 
him to the highest rank among the parliamentary 
leaders : thence by the usurpation of Cromwell he was 
driven into retirement, where his promises of patient 
submission could not shield him from the jealousy and 
precautions of the protector. The re-establishment of 
the commonwealth called him once more into political 
life ; and he was employed on a mission to the court of 
Copenhagen, when Charles II. took possession of the 
throne. Sydney was again prepared to submit to neces- 
sity: but his avowed hostility to the Stuarts had made 
him an object of more than ordinary aversion * ; and he 
preferred the evil of a voluntary exile to the disgrace of 
asking pardon of the sovereign. From Italy he watched 
the progress of events : the war of 1663 summoned lurr. 
from his retreat ; he tendered his services to the enemies 
of his country, he offered to raise a rebellion in England, 
and he endeavoured to persuade Louis XIV. tliat it was 
for his interest to re-establish the commonwealth. 
Though Charles was well acquainted with his intrigues 
and hostility, he afterwards allowed him to visit his 

# “ It is said,’’ writes the eail of Leicester to his son Algernon, " that 
“ the University ot Copenhagen brought their album to you, desiring you 
1 to write something theiein, and that you did write ill ulbo these words : — 
Manus htre tnimtea tyrannic, 

" and put your name to them.” Sydney answers: ** That which I atn 
“ imported to have written in the book at Copenhagen is true, and never 
‘ having heard that any sort of men wenre soe woithily the objects of 
'* enmity as those I mentioned, 1 did never in the least scrupule avowing 
" rnvself to be an enemv unto them ” Blencowe’s Svdnoy Papers, 
L'OO’L'IG. 
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father, the earl of Leicester, during the last sickness of 
that nobleman, and ultimately granted him a pardon for 
his past offences, a favour which, if we may behe\e him, 
“ he valued not at a lower rate than tbi saving of Ins 
“ life.” But his gratitude soon evaporated, and he em- 
ployed the benefit against the benefactor. Faithful to his 
principles, he entered into every opposition to ibe govern- 
ment, and the English reformer became the hireling of 
the French ambassador. His apologists have remarked 
that if he took the money of France, he still persisted in 
that line of conduct which he deemed most beneficial to 
his country ; which is much the same as to assert that 
he was mean enough to accept the wages of infamy for 
doing the work of righteousness. To his last breath the 
establishment of his beloved commonwealth was the idol 
of Ins heart, and the written speech which he delivered 
to the sheriff on the scaffold concluded with a prayer of 
thanksgiving to God, “ that he died for that good old 
“ cause in which he was engaged from Ins youth, and 
44 for which God had so often and so wonderfully declared 
44 himself.” This speech the government was careful to 
publish, and the concluding paragraph inflicted on the 
cause of the Whigs an injury, which they were unable 
to repair by the publication of Sydney’s apology, a tract 
dated by him on the day of his death, in which he se 
verely animadverts on the testimony of lord Howard, and 
on the conduct of the judge *. 

Three of the council of six had paid the forfeit of their 
lives: of the survivors Hampden alone remained in cus- 
tody ; and against him the charge of treason had been 
abandoned, and in its place a bill of indictment for a 
misdemeanour had been found. Monmouth, to liis sur- 
prise, was served with a subpoena to give evidence on 
the approaching trial : nor could he avail himself of the 
royal promise that no use should he made of his con- 
fession ; for the king replied that he was released from 

* See both the speech and apology in State Trials, ix. 907. 916. Also 
Dalrymple, App. 56 State Trade, u. 266, 267. 

VO L. XII. 
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that engagement by the breach of contract on the part 
of his son * The proceeding opened the eyes of the 
duke to the difficulties in which he had entangled him- 
self. He suddenly disappeared from his house in Hol- 
lf>84 k° rn ’ an( l a f ew days later he was seen in Zeeland, on 
^ e l, ' his way to the city of Antwerp. The chief witness 
6. against Hampden was lord Howard : but the crown law- 
yers took the opportunity to fortify their former charge 
against Sydney, and proved beyond contradiction the 
mission of Aaron Smith to Scotland, and his return to 
the capital. Hampden, after a long, and apparently an 
impartial trial, was found guilty, and adjudged to pay a 
fine of 40,000/., which, considering lus circumstances, 
was equivalent to a sentence of imprisonment pending 
the life of his father t. 

During the course of the year two other individuals, 
-April Halloway and Armstrong, suffered death on account of 
the plot. Both had tied beyond the sea, and were in 
consequence outlawed. Halloway being apprehended in 
the West Indies, was brought back to England, and 
30. petitioned for mercy. The benefit of a trial, which was 
offered, he refused, and suffered death on the outlawry, 
confessing his participation in the design of insur- 
rection, but not in that of assassination $. The other 
sir Thomas Armstrong, had been taken by the cm! 
authorities at Leyden, and delivered to Chudleigh, the 
j ime English ambassador, at the Hague. At the bar of the 
14. King’s Bench he demanded a trial, founding his claim 
on the statute of the 6th of Edward VI., which gave to 
the outlaw for treason, if he resided beyond the sea, the 

* Carte’s Ormond, n. 533. State Trials, 1017 

f State Trials, 1053 — 1126 When he complained that the fine waB 
excessive, and contrary to the salvo < ontmemento of Magna Chnrtn, it was 
answered that an offence which in reality amounted to high treason, 
required a severe punishment, arid that the provision in Magna Charta 
regarded amercements, and not (lues. 

t State Tnals, x. 1—30. Burnet, ii. 405. James m a letter to the 
prince of Orange says that the trial was offered him, because it would 
affoid another opportunity of proung from his confc&sion the existence of 
the plot. Dalrymple, 49. 
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right of traversing the indictment, provided he yielded 
himself to the chief justice within the term of one )ear 
from the date of the outlawry. B ut .1 effrey s replied that, 
though the term was not expired, hi* case came not 
within the statute. The favour was granted only to 
those outlaws, who, being at large in foreign lands, 
spontaneously surrendered themselves to trial, for the 
purpose of proving their innocence. But ho was not at 
large. lie was a prisoner : he came not of his own 
will ; he was brought there by force to suffer the punish- 
ment of his crime. Armstrong still insisted : he claimed 
as his right the benefit of the law : to which Jeffreys had 
the barbarity to reply ; “ And the benefit of the law you 
“ shall have, by the grace of God. See that execution be 
“ done on Friday next according to law.” Why, it may 
be asked, was that grace refused to Armstrong which 
had been offered to Halloway ? The former had sinned 
more deeply. In return for the royal favour, which he 
formerly enjoyed, he had sold himself to the French 
ambassador to oppose the government of his benefactor, 
he had been the adviser of Monmouth in his undutiful 
conduct to his father, and had proved one of the most 
active and dangerous agents in the late conspiracy. 
Charles resented his ingratitude, and refused to listen to 
any representation in his favour. On the scaffold Arm- 
strong imitated lord Russell. The charge of designing Jum? 
to assassinate the king, and to change the form of 20 . 
government, he denied in the strongest terms : on the 
minor charge of insurrection he said nothing, and his 
silence was considered equivalent to an avowal*. 

The discovery of the plot., and the subsequent punish- 
ment of the conspirators, had completed the triumph of 
the court. The Whigs retired from the contest; the 
liberal principles of government, which they advocated, 
were excluded from general conversation ; the duty of 
passive obedience was inculcated at the bar, on the bench, 

* State Trials, x. 105—124. Burnet, li. 407 . 

z 2 



340 


CHARLES II. 


[ClIAr. IV. 


and from the pulpit; and addresses were daily presented 
to the throne, expressive of the firmest attachment to the 
royal person, and of unbounded submission to the royal 
will. After a long and hazardous struggle, the king 
found himself invested with almost absolute power by the 
spontaneous declarations of his subjects ; and he was 
careful to cultivate and improve the change, by grati- 
fying them in a point which they deemed of the first 
importance to the safety of their religion. His brother 
was a catholic ; but it was not probable that he could 
survive the king many years, and his presumptive heir, 
the princess Mary, had been educated a prolcstant and 
married to a protestant. To add to this secunt) Charles 
had insisted that her sister, the princess Anne, should 
also he bred in the protestant faith, and he now lesolved 
to give to her a protestant husband. For this purpose 
he selected George, the brother to the king of Denmark. 
His religion constituted the sole merit of that prince : 
hut the announcement of the king's intention gave 
universal satisfaction, and the nuptials were celebrated 
with the applause and congratulation of the whole 
kingdom *. 

Cnarles enjoyed uninterrupted tranquillity during the 
remainder of his reign. Relieved from the constant 
assaults of a powerful faction, be employed his attention 
in strengthening his power, and in guiding the opposite 
parties which sprung up among his own ministers, 1 . In 
the course of time several boroughs, by the exeici&e 


* I should perhaps notice the severe fiost .it the beginning of 1G8-1. On 
the 24th of J inuarv Lveh n w riles thus . " The fiost eotitiuiung more and 
more severe, the Thames before London was still plumed with booths in 
formal streets, all soils of trades and shops furnished and full of mm 

modities, even to a punting pies* Com he* plied from Westminster to 

the Temple, amt from seveial other stalls to and fious in Die streets, slids, 
sliding with skates, a hull baiting, horse and coach laces, puppet plnys and 
interludes, cooks, tipllng, and other lewd places, so that it seemed to be a 

r.accbaualian triumph or carnival on the water London, by icnson of 

the excessive coldness of the air hindering the ascent of the smoke, was so 
tilled with fuliginous steam of the sea-coni, that lmrdly could one see cioss 
the streets, and this tilling the lungs with its gross particles, exceedingly 
obstructed the breast,” livelyn, in. 109. 



AD. 16S4 ] SURRENDER 01? C1I iRTKllS. 


341 


of those exclusive privileges which had been conferred 
on them by ancient grants from the crown, 1ml grown 
into nests or asylums of public malefactors, and on that 
account were presented as nuisances by ihe grand jurors 
at the county assizes. Writs of quo warranto were 
issued : the corporations thought it prudent to submit ; 
and the old were replaced by new charters, which while 
they preserved to the inhabitants the more useful of their 
former liberties, cut off the great source of the evil by 
giving to the county magistrates a concurrent jurisdiction 
witli those of the borough. But the reformation of abuse 
was quickly made the pretext for increasing the inlluence 
of the crown ; and the success with which this was 
effected, in a few instances, excited a wish of extending 
the alteration to every part of the country. Hitherto, 
for several years, the Whigs had possessed in many 
places the power of returning individuals of their own 
party as members of parliament : by the new charters 
an adverse inteiest was established in each borough, and 
the choice of representatives was confined to persons 
attached to the court. On this account the inducements 
of promises and threats were held out to corporations, to 
prevail on them to part with their ancient privileges; 
every surrender of a charter was received with expres- 
sions of gratitude by the ministers ; and the persons who 
had been instrumental in procuring such surrenders re- 
ceived assurances of favour and reward. Of these Jef- 
freys, as he was the most eminent in office, became the 
most distinguished by his success. When he departed 
from court for the northern circuit. Charles gave lam 
publicly a ring from his finger; notice of the royal gift 
was published in the Gazette; and the hope of profiting 
by the influence of so distinguished a favourite led the 
corporate bodies, whom he addressed, to submit implicitly 
to liis suggestions. Neither had the boroughs much 
reason to complain. By the renewal of their charters 
they lost no franchise which it was reasonable that they 
should retain ; many acquired rights which they did not 
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previously possess : but individuals suffered, because the 
exercise of authority was restricted to a smaller number 
of burgesses, and these, according to custom, were in the 
first instance named by the crown. The surrender and 
renewal of charters continued to the end of this, and 
during great part of the next reign *. 

2. At the same time a succession of prosecutions at 
the instance of government intimidated and silenced its 
adversaries. Some persons were brought to trial for 
seditious or slanderous words, several for the publication 
of libels ; Braddon and Speke for a conspiracy to fasten 
on the royal brothers the guilt of the murder of Essex ; 
and Dutton Colt and Titus Oates for scandatum mag - 
natum against the duke of York. That these men were 
guilty of the offences imputed to them cannot be dis- 
guised: but in many cases the punishments inflicted of 
fine and the pillory were unjustifiably severe; and it 
would have been more magnanimous in the duke to have 
despised the habitual slander of two miscreants, than to 
have them immured in prison in consequence of the 
damages awarded to him to the amount of J 00,000/. 
The last prosecution of consequence was that of Rosewell, 

N 0Vi a dissenting minister, for the offence of high treason. 

18. The jury found him guilty: but a doubt existed of the 

27. credit due to the witnesses ; and, as Jeffreys counte- 
nanced his objections against the accuracy of the indict- 
ment, the king granted him a full pardon t. 

jan. 3. Five years had elapsed since the committal of the 

28. earl of Danby and the catholic lords to the Tower. Of 
the unparalleled hardship of their case no doubt can 
exist ; but the king had hitherto shrunk from any 
measure which, by relieving them, might revive the 

• North, 624 — 627 . Bulstrude, 383. Echurd, 1043 1045 
+ The reader will be surprised to hear from the lips of Jeffreys the fol- 
lowing humane opinion, which he expressed during the arguments on 
this case. " I think it is a hard ease that a man should have rounsel to 
*' defend him for a two penny trespass, and his witnesses examined upon 
“ oath ; but if lie steal, commit murder or felony, nay high treason, where 
" life, estate, honour and all are concerned, he shall neither have counsel 
44 aor his witnesses eiamined upon oath.” State Trials, x. 267. 
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clamour of his enemies ; and prudence taught the judges 
not to interfere with the jurisdiction of the high court of 
parliament. Now, however, the ascendency of the Tories 
seemed to be firmly established ; the de „th of lord Petre, 
whose constitution sunk under the rigour of a long con- 
finement, awakened the compassion of the public * ; and 
Charles signified his wish that some expedient might he 
devised for the relief of the survivors. For some time 
the question was kept in suspense by the arts of those 
whose ambition feared that Danby, were he restored to 
liberty, might recover liis former influence with the king, 
and supplant them in the cabinet. But his conduct with 
respect to the revelations of Oates had alienated both the 
royal brothers ; nor would it have been decorous to give 
the administration of affairs to a man under impeach- 
ment by the house of commons. The opposition gradu- 
ally wore away: on the last day of tain the carls of 
Danby and Powis, and the lords Arundel and Belasyse, 
were brought by writ of habeas corpus before the court 
of King’s Bench; the judges severally delivered their 
opinions that “ in justice and conscience ” the prisoners 12. 
ought long ago to have been admitted to bail ; and each 
was discharged, having previously entered into a recog- 
nizance of 10,000/. for himself, and produced four sureties 
of 5,000/. each, that he would appear at the bar of the 
house of lords iu the next session of parliament, and not 
depart without the permission of that court t- 

4. The power of the lord privy seal had been on the 
wane ever since the return of the duke of York. His 
successful efforts against the bill of exclusion deserved 
the gratitude of that prince ; but the memory of the 
benefit had been obliterated by his subsequent conduct. 
Halifax had suggested and advocated the different ex- 
pedients to deprive the duke of power, if lie came to the 

• From his deuth-bed he sent a letter to the king, in which he declared 
his attachment to the sovereign, liis loi give ness ot his accusers, and his 
innocence of the plot See it in Someis, TiuuU, vni. 121. 

f Luttrell in State Trials, ix. 101D. Ueresby, 177 . Dalrymple, 73. 
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throne, had advised his banishment, and had strenuously 
opposed his recall. But that, which James resented still 
more keenly was his recent intrigue in favour of Mon- 
mouth, and his perseverance in the attempt to reconcile 
the father and son, even after the fresh disobedience and 
flight of the latter *. Hence, to fortify himself against 
the dislike of James, the wily statesman resolved to 
advise the calling of a parliament. It would be a 
popular measure at a moment when the national jealousy 
had been aroused by the new aggressions of the French 
king on the Spanish Netherlands* : and he represented 
to Charles that had he summoned a parliament on the 
discovery of the Rye-liouse plot, the loyalty of the people 
would have returned a house of commons anxious to 
meet all his wishes ; that it was not yet too late : for the 
flame still continued to burn, though it was insensibly 
wasting away; that the interval allowed by the triennial 
act had already expired ; and that delay would disap- 
point the expectation of the people, disappointment might 
breed discontent, and discontent would lead to the revival 
of the popular party. But the very name of parliament 
sounded gratingly in the ears of a monarch who con- 
trasted his present tranquillity with the disquiet, alarm, 
and exasperation winch he had so often endured from 
that assembly; and instead of yielding to the reason 
adduced by the minister, he accepted his very courtly 
offer, of sacrificing his own opinion to the pleasure of Ins 
sovereign, and of making it his study to invent some 
excuse, which should satisfy the minds of tlic people '£. 

James at first appeared to take no part in the conduct 
of government ; by degrees ho was re-established in lii^ 
former pre-eminence. His services in the office of lord 
high admiral had always been acknowledged : and the 
indolence, or incapacity, or corruption of those by whom 
he was succeeded had become a subject of popular com- 

• Rercsby, 174. 

t II in object was to extort from Spain the cession of the “ dependencies ““ 
which be churned. See p. 2^5, note 

j Heresby, I7d 
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plaint. Charles dissolved the commission, and placed May. 
the whole business of the admiralty under the control of H. 
his brother ; but, to shield him from the penalties enacted 
by the test act, exercised the office him '•elf, signing all 
those papers to which the signature of the lord high 
admiral was required *. The approbation with which 
this arrangement was received encouraged him to go a 
step farther. He felt himself strong enough to set the 
test act at defiance ; and introducing his brother into the 
council, bade him take his seat among the members. 

This proceeding, however, excited some murmurs. Even 
the Tories could not discover by what right he had thus 
of Ins own authority set aside an act of parliament t. 

Hyde was deservedly the chief favourite of the duke. 

He had recently been created earl of Rochester, held the 
place of first commissioner of the treasury, and was des- 
tined in the opinion of the court to he raised to the office 
of lord high treasurer. To prevent the elevation of this 
dangerous competitor, Halifax charged him with negli- 
gence or embezzlement; and after a long contest Aug. 
Rochester was removed from the treasury board to the 24. 
office of president of the council, from a post of consider- 
able influence to one of higher honour but comparative 
insignificance. He was, in the language of Halifax, 

“ kicked up stairs : ” but the royal brothers had a more 
distinguished office for him in view. Desirous to place 
the army m Ireland under the immediate control of the 
crown, they resolved to appoint Rochester lord lieutenant 
of Ireland m the place of the duke of Ormond; but at 
tlie same time to separate the military command from 
the civil government, intrusting the latter only to the 
care of the new viceroy. Rochester accepted the offer, 
nor did Halifax object to an appointment which relieved 
him from the presence of a rival $. 


* “ Every one was glad of this change, those in the late commission 
•» being utterly ignorant of their duty, In the greate damage of the navy” 
I2veh ii, m. 115. 

t Hiils.trode, 377. Dnlrymple, 50. Rereshy, 181 
i Uereshy, 183. BuUtrode, 383. 389 Burnet, 11 . 439. 
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About the same time an abortive attempt was made to 
obtain relief for the catholics and dissenters. The per- 
secution of the former, though it had abated in violence, 
did not end with the reign of Titus Oates, but had been 
kept alive by the proclamation of the king, and the 
circular of the archbishop in 1 68 1 . The number of those 
who during the last five or six years had been presented 
and convicted of recusancy, amounted to some thousands. 
To have inflicted on all these the legal penalties would 
have demanded additional places of confinement; but 
those who were suffered to remain at large, enjoyed their 
liberty only at the caprice or pleasure of their neigh- 
bours, paid for the benefit by fees and presents to the 
inferior officers, and were subject to restraints which 
made them feel as prisoners in their own houses. The 
dissenters, indeed, as long as the Whig leaders were 
triumphant, had been spared as useful and zealous aux- 
iliaries ; but, when victory inclined to the court, they 
became equally obnoxious to the orthodoxy of the con- 
querors, and were made to suffer the penalties enacted 
against recusants, and the frequenters of conventicles. 
A measure of relief for both classes was now devised, or 
at least patronized by the duke of York, who, though he 
probably felt more for the sufferings of men of his own 
faith, sufferings chiefly inflicted on his own account, had 
constantly assured the dissenters of lus abhorrence of all 
penal laws on matters of conscience. According to a 
preconcerted plan, Jeffreys, who had lately been admitted 
into the council, placed one morning on the table a huge 
mass of papers. They were, he said, rolls of the names 
of convicted recusants, which he had collected during 
the last circuit : the gaols were crowded with them to 
suffocation ; it would be an act of mercy to restore these 
prisoners for conscience’ sake to air and liberty, and on 
that account he recommended the subject to the royal 
consideration. A long pause ensued : the silence was 
broken by North, the lord keeper, who, aware of the real 
inclination of the king and his brother, sought to defeat 
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the measure without giving offence. Among the re- 
cusants were, he observed, many nonconformists, men 
hostile by principle to the monarchy. If it were wished 
to show favour to any of the catholic recusants, it might 
be done by particular pardons ; but a general pardon 
would set at case the king’s enemies no less than his 
friends, and free a turbulent and seditious class of sub- 
jects from the wholesome restraint of the laws. When 
lie had done, a second pause occurred ; and the council 
passed to other business of the day ; but the slumbering 
zeal of the bishops was awakened by this dangerous 
attempt, and they were careful to inculcate m charges 
to the clergy the duty of presenting all the recusants in 
their respective parishes, whether they were protestants 
or catholics*. In one respect, however, the king fol- 
lowed his own inclination. He granted their lives toj)^ 
several catholic priests, under sentence of death for 29. 
having taken orders in the church of Rome, and sent 
them out of Ihe kingdom +. 

Halifax could not conceal from himself the rapid 
decline of his mlluence. He was still, indeed, consulted, 
but cluetly on matters connected with his office Charles 
continued to speak to him with kindness, and gave him 
assurances of favour, but, as he significantly observed, 

“ Though he knew what the king said to Atm, he knew 
not what he might say to others.” His sole reliance 
was on the renewal of that intrigue, which had been 
broken by the obstinacy of Monmouth ; he again under- 
took to supplant the duke of York by reconciling the 
king and his son, a task the sole difficulty of which arose 
in his judgment not from disinclination on the part of 
the father, but from his unwillingness to embroil himself 
with the duke of York. With this view Halifax advo- 
cated the cause of the exile in private, and supported 
his hopes by letters and messages. Monmouth had re- 


• Life of North, 235. Ralph, 831. MS papers in my pogsession. 
t Banllon, 8 Junv. 
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tired to Brussels, whence, after some stay, he proceeded 
to Holland. In Brussels he was treated by De Grana, 
the Spanish governor, and in Holland by the prince of 
Orange, as if they were anxious to secure lus friendship. 
He ate at their tables; their troops were ordered to 
receive him with military honours; and provision was 
July carefully made for Ins wants and pleasures. The prince 
«**• invited him to hunt at Diren ; and at the Hague the 
princess paid the most marked attention to his mistress, 
the lady Harriet Wentworth, only daughter and heiress 
of the earl of Cleveland. It was in vain that the duke 
of York complained to Ins daughter and her husband in 
no very measured terms of llieir conduct, and that Charles 
remonstrated in person to the foreign ambassadors in 
England, and by Ins envojs to the prince, the States, 
and the Spanish government. The usual reply was, that 
foreigners knew nothing of any real offence which Mon- 
mouth might have committed. It was enough for them 
that he was the king's son : the attention which they 
paid to him in this capacity grew out of the respect 
which they entertained for his father*. This answer, 
however, could not explain the obstinacy with which 
they persisted in the same conduct after repeated ex- 
postulations on the part of Charles : the truth was that 
they gave no credit to the assertion of his displeasur , 
they had received private assurances that “ he loved 
“ Monmouth as his own eyes,” and that he was gratified 
with those demonstrations of respect to him, which mijht 
serve to relieve the tedium of his banishment ; and they 
persuaded themselves that, when the exile should be 
publicly restored to favour, they should reap the benefit 
by a change of counsels with respect to the foreign 

Oct. policy of England t. At length, V an Citters, the Dutch 
,J l . 

* D’Avaux. iii. 52 ; iv. 8 17. 28. 43. 59 Dalrymple, 56, 57- Bulstrode 
376, 377 384 390. 

4 " The marquis de Grana told me, lie knew from whence the kind’s 
" displeasure came : that it was tlie duke of York, who was the ({lent 
“ enemy of the duke ot Monmouth, whom the king loved ay his own eyes.* 
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ambassador, at Iho request of Charles, repaired to Ihe 
Hague ; a new, but in all probability a counterfeit nego- 
tiation ensued; the prince appeared io submit to the 
pleasure of his uncle, and Monmoutl.de} .» ted under the 
pretence of returning to Brussels. But be soon disap- jyj ov 
peared, came privately to England, bad a secret interview 30. 
with bis father, and went back to the Hague with a 
promise that within three months he should be publicly 
received at court, and the duke of York lie banished in 
Ins turn into Flanders or Scotland*. With bis visit to 
England, and his clandestine correspondence with Hali- 
fax, James was perfectly acquainted ; but of the king’s 
promise he probably knew nothing. Chailes bad re- 
quested him to go and hold a parliament in Scotland, to 
which he bad assented, looking on the proposal as afresh 
proof of the friendship and confidence of liis brother 'K 
Concurrent with tins intrigue there existed another, 
which had for its object the disgrace of Halifax himself. 

In council he had adused the king to give to the Eng- 
lish colonies in America local legislatures in imitation of 
that in the mother country; and in support of bis argu- 
ment bad expatiated on the superiority of a representa- 
tive over a despotic government. His words were noticed 
by Ins adversaries, who insinuated to the king, that the 
old leaven still fermented in his breast ; that he still 
cherished antimonaichical principles ; and that lie was 
a dangerous man to be trusted with so important an 
office as that of the privy seal. Charles listened, or 
appeared to listen, to these suggestions; they were 
repeated by the duke of York, the duchess of Ports- 
mouth, and lord Sunderland ; and an assurance was 

Hnlstiode, 390 *• Je seals que dans le fotids da ccenr ll a toujours quolque 
uni me pour Ini, et qne le 101 tie pent etie f.icho. quo jo lui aye lait de 
civihtcV The prince to Itentinck, lUhrymple, 69 

• D'Avaux, iv. b7 Dtthyinple, 5H. 74 94 Wei wood. 322. “Fell. 3. 

<• A letter limn L. (Halifax) Ihul my business was almost as well as done, 

*• but must be so sudden as not to leave room for 39’s (the duke’s) party 
•• to counterplot ; that il is probable be would clmse Scotland mthur tlion 
*' Flanders or this country, which was all one to 29 (the king).” Mon- 
mouth's diary in YV el wood, 323. 
f D’Avaux, iv. 7i, 72 SB. 94. Fox, App vnL 
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obtained that on the first fitting opportunity the obnoxi- 
ous minister should be removed from office, if he did not 
previously retire of his own accord *. It is probable that 
the king equally dissembled with both parties. He 
suffered their intrigues, cajoled them with the hope of 
victory, promised to the duke the dismissal of Halifax, 
to Halifax the banishment of the duke; and thus, by 
abusing their credulity, purchased for himself a momen- 
tary relief from disquietude, and removed to a future and 
uncertain day the task ol‘ deciding between their con- 
flicting claims and recriminations. 

1685. That day, however, he was not destined to see. On 

2 Monday, the second of February, after a feverish and 
restless night, be rose at an early hour. To bis at- 
tendants he appeared drowsv and absent : Ins gait was 
unsteady, his speech embarrassed. About eight, as lie 
walked across the room to his chair, he fell on the lioor 
in a state of insensibility, with his features strongly con- 
vulsed. It fortuned that two physicians were within 
call, of whom one, who had practised as a surgeon, in- 
stantly opened a vein. The blood flowed freely : the 
most stimulating remedies were subsequently applied t, 
and the royal patient gradually recovered his conscious- 
ness and the use of his speech. In the evening he 
suffered a relapse, blit unexpectedly rallied the next 

3 morning, and improved so much in the course of that 
and the following day, that lus physicians began to 
cherish the hope of liis recovery. But in twenty-four 
hours the prospect changed. The king’s strength was 
exhausted: doses of Jesuits powder were administered 
without effect; he repeatedly fell into a state of stupor, 

5 and on the fourth evening it became evident that his 

* Fox, App vn— ix ; and u letter of Banilon, 1 Janv. 

f '• Ou lui mit des porles cliundc-s sui lu ifte, b<ids qu’il parul lea sentir 
.... on lui a applique den M^icntorrea a la tele, iiux epuiiles, nux bras, 
et aux jamben, on lui a donue des vonutifs en quantile, qui out fait quid- 
que eflfet.’* Harillon, 12 14 Kev. " I,e Km esluist dans line chaise, tin ler 
rou^e sur la teste, lea dents qu\.n lui leunt ouvertes h force ” Recit de la 
moit du feu Roi d’Anglelene, by u nun of Chaillot, who wrote it for the 
use of the community from the mouths of James and his queen on 10 Sen. 
1692. N. S. ‘ 
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dissolution was rapidly approaching. The impression 
which these changes made on the public mmd furnishes 
a strong proof that Charles, with all his faults, was 
beloved by his subjects. Tho announcement of his 
malady spread a deep gloom over the metropolis : the 
report of his convalescence the next day was received by 
the citizens with expressions of joy, the ringing of bells, 
and numerous bonfires. When at last the danger be- 
came manifest, crowds hastened to the churches to soli- 
cit from heaven the health of their sovereign ; and we 
are assured that repeatedly the service was interrupted 
by the sighs and sobs of the congregation. In the two 
royal chapels the ministers succeeded each other in rota- 
tion ; and the prayers were continued every two hours 
till his death *. 

After the first attack, the moment the lung recovered 
his speech, he had asked for the qu.-cn, who came im- 
mediately, and continued to wait on him with the most 
affectionate attention, till the sight of his sufferings 
threw her into fits, and the physicians forbade her to 
leave her own apartment. Interest, as well as affection, 
prompted the duke of York to he present : nor did he 
ever quit the bed-side of his brother, unless it were fora 
few minutes to reepive reports concerning the state of 
the city, and to give orders for the maintenance of tran- 
quillity and the securing of his own succession. In like 
manner the archbishop of Canterbury and the bishops 
of London, Durham, Ely, and Bath and Wells, were 
constantly in attendance, and one of them watched ui 
his turn during the night in the king’s chamber. Early 
on the Thursday morning Kenn, of Bath and Wells, 
seized a favourable moment to warn the monarch of his 
danger; and the air of resignation, with which the 
announcement was received, encouraged him to read the 
office appointed for the visitation of the sick. When he 

• See M S. letters of B.mllnn (12 14 Fev 1, and a very interesting letter 
in sir Roheit Southwell from Mr. Fiuser, one of the medical attendants, in 
the Londou Monthly Miscellany, p, 383. 
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came to the rubric respecting confession, he paused — 
observed that it was* a matter not of obligation, but of 
choice — and, receiving no answer, asked whether the 
king repented of Ins offences against the law of God. 
Charles replied in the affirmative, and the prelate hav- 
ing pionounced the usual form of absolution, asked if 
he might proceed to the administration of the sacrament. 
The king appeared to take no notice of the question ; 
but Kenn renewed the proposal with a louder voice, and 
Charles replied in a faint tone, that there w T as still time 
enough. The elements were, however, brought and 
placed on a table ; and the question w'as repeatedly 
asked by the bishop, who could extort no other answer 
from the dying man hut that lie would think of it/’ 
Hitherto the duke of York, though aware of Ins 
brother’s secret preference of the catholic worship, and 
reminded of it both by his own wife at the request of 1 he 
queen, and by Barillon at the instance of the duchess of 
Portsmouth, had been silent on the subject of religion. 
It was not that, as the ambassador suspected, his atten- 
tion was entirely absorbed by the necessity of providing 
for his own succession ; but that he knew not what 
course to pursue in a matter of so much delicacy and 
danger. By law tlie reconciliation of any individual to 
the church of Rome was an act of high treason; no 
priest could be pnvately introduced to the king for thai 
purpose, whilst the room w'as crowded with lords, bishops, 
and medical attendants* ; and to remove them without a 
plausible reason could only provoke suspicion and in- 
quiry. He had noticed and understood the evasive and 
reluctant language of his brother to bishop Kenn in the 
morning: and probably indulged a hope that Chailesby 
an open and spontaneous declaration would free him 


* Barillon tel Is us that the attendants in the room amounted to more 
than twenty (p. SSI) Fi.wer that they wcie live bishops, and twenty -the 
lords and puvj councillors, p d84. He adds thatevciy night “ theie sate 
" m the room In him tom doctors, fom Joids ul the council, ilnee lords of 
'* the bed-chamber, three glooms o! the bed-chnnibei, one apothecary and 
“ one surgeon, besides eeveial mieilui sen unis” Ibid, 
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from responsibility. In this he was disappointed ; and 
about six or seven in the evening, having motioned to 
the company to withdraw to the other end of the apart- 
ment, he knelt down by the pillow of the sick monarch, 
and asked if he might send for a catholic priest. “ For 
“ God’s sake do !” was the king’s reply ; “ but,” he im- 
mediately added, “ will it, not expose you to danger?” 
James replied, that he cared not for the danger; and, 
having despatched a trusty messenger m search of a 
priest, stated aloud that the king required all present to 
quit the apartment, with the exception of the earl of 
Bath, lord of the bed-chamber, and the earl of Fever- 
sham, captain of the guard : an exception owing to this, 
that, as they were both protestants, their attendance was 
likely to prevent, or to suppress, any sinister reports. 
In a short time Cliifiemch conducted HudJeston — the 
same who had waited on the king at Moseley, after the 
battle of Worcester — through the queen’s apartments to 
a private door on the right hand of the bed ; and James 
introduced him to the king with these words: *' Sir, this 
“ worthy man once saved your life; lie now comes to 
“ save your soul.” The priest threw lnmself on his 
knees, and offered to the dying monarch the aid of his 
ministry. To his inquiries Charles replied that it was 
his desire to die in the comm union of the Roman 
catholic church ; that he heartily repented of all Ins 
sins, and in particular of having deferred his reconcilia- 
tion to that hour ; that he hoped for salvation from the 
merits of Christ his Saviour ; that he pardoned all his 
enemies, asked pardon of all whom he had offended, and 
was in peace with all men ; and that lie purposed, if 
God should spare him, to prove the sincerity of his re- 
pentance by a thorough amendment of life. Hudleston, 
having received his confession, anointed him, admi- 
nistered the euehanst, and withdrew *. It was desirable 

• Rarillon makes several mistakes respecting Hiulleston. He tells us 
that tlie.Enj'li'di monk was no gie.it docloi, and was on thut account pre- 
viously instiucted by a Portuguese filar: whereas, the truth v> us that 
VOL. XII. 2 A 
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that the object of his visit should be concealed. But 
the eyes of all had been fixed on the ro^al bed-cham- 
ber: the exclusion of the physicians and aitendants 
during three-quarters of an hour awakened suspicion ; 
and, as the furtive introduction and departure of Hudle- 
ston had been witnessed by the queen's attendants and 
chaplains, in a few days the real fact was v hispered 
throughout the palace *. 

During that night the king suffered at times the most 
distressing pain: but m the intervals between the 
paroxysms his mind was calm and collected, and he spoke 
of his approaching death with composure and resigna- 
tion. The queen by a messenger excused her absence, 
and begged him to pardon her any offence which she 
might have given. “Alas, poor woman !“ he exclaimed, 
“ she beg my pardon ? I beg hers with all my heart : 
“ take back to her that answer.*’ About two o'clock, 
looking on the duke, who was kneeling at the bedside, 
and kissing his hand, he called him the best of friends 
and brothers, desired him to forgive the harsh treat- 
ment which he had sometimes received, and prajed that 
God might grant him a long and prosperous reign. The 
name of Monmouth never passed his lips; but lie sent 

Hudleston employed the Poiluguesp, Bento do Lemos. In go to St James's 
and bring the saci.imcnt, whilst lie himself prepuied the king to leceive .* 
Hutlles p H5. 

* Sue HaulUm's very circumstantial mutative in a loiter to Loins X i v 
two days ulteiw.irds ( Dubvmpie, App 9>>). II miles* oil's own account in 
“ Slioit anil 1*1 ini W.i\ H4 91* Lm.es, Mein 1 7*^*' end Hocit de la Mi it, 
iStc., In the nun of Ch.ullot. Still the rditoi ol Ki axel's leitei looks upon 
tliat document as conclusive evidence that H udlestun had no iiiluviuu 
with the sick monarch, tor two reasons ; 1° Kra/ei dues not mention it 
2°. the bishops would not have allowed it lint both icnsoiis are ii.uuded 
on an lmagmaiy basis. 1°. Ilurllcslnn was senl lor between seven and 
ei^rlit (.Hullest. HI. i Fin'-ei sa\s only that he went to Whitehall sf/wn* 
time on Thuisduy rmjht. He might thereinie amve.iitei NudleMon had 
lelt: or, it lie came be foie, he would c.eitainly he lntiodured to tin* otluu 
medical assistants, who weie shut up in a small loom, and lguninrilol what 
was passing in the kind's clinmbei , “ dans un cabinet, dout on 1‘eitua ] tl 
porte.” Dnlrym. 93 2° The bishops could not pie\ontit. loi, at the 

icquest of the duke, they had w ithdiaw ii into the nnti chambei, w hero 
they could know nothin? of the coming and going of MudlPhLoii b\ the 
back stalls ol the queen's apaitment. “ Chaeuii s«* icgaidnit d ins l’anti 
chambre, ef person ne ne se disoit lien quo des yeiix, et a I'oieille La pi**- 
sence de Miloid Hath et de Milmd I'eversham, qm sunt pioteslans, u un 
pen rassure les evesques." Dairy niple, ibid. 
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for his other illegitimate sons, recommended them to 
James, and, drawing each to him by the hand, succes- 
sively gave them his blessing. At this sight one of the 
prelates observed that the king, the Lord’s anointed, was 
the common father of alllns subjects; every one pre- 
sent instantly threw himself on his knees, and Charles, 
being raised up, pronounced a blessing over them. He 
then expressed a hope to his brother that “ p or Nelly 
“ (Gwyn) would not be left to starve,” recommended the 
duchess of Cleveland to his protection, and spoke warmly 
ill favour of the duehe&s of Portsmouth*, who might, he 
feared, on account of her political conduct, incur the 
resentment of his successor. Thus the night passed 
away. About six in the morning he complained of pain 
in the side accompanied with a diflieulty of breathing: 
to removp which eight ounces of blond were taken from 
his arm. Three hours later he lost the faculty of speech, Feb. 
and about noon calmly expired t. 6. 

In person Charles was tall and well proportioned, hi* 
complexion swarthy, Ins features singularly austere and 
forbidding. He inherited from his father a sound and 
robust constitution, which in his youth he had impaired 
by indulgence, and afterwards laboured to restore by at- 
tention to diet and exercise. In health he was wont to 
pm chase at exorbitant prices the secrets of empirics 
but in sickness bis good sense taught him to rely on the 
skill of lus physicians. 

The disposition of his mmd presented an extraordi- 
nary contrast to the harsh and repulsive lines traced on 
lus countenance. He was kind, familiar, communicative. 

He delighted m social converse, narrated with infinite 
humour $; and, as he was the first to seize and expose 

*11 l’.i loit lecommundee h s«i M. le ducdoYoik, a\ ant de mourn 
Haul Fo\. LG MS. 

f See the pieceding references, ;uid Stale Tncts, 2S0: Ellis ("Letters 
first seueb. ill. 33.1, and second sen»b,iv 80); and Evelyn (m 128 — 

132) If the lender compare Unmet (u 454—400) with these aullioi ities, 
lie will oh sene how strangely timh and falsehood are mixed up together 
in the narrative of that pielate. 

X Temple, speaking ot him on one occasion, says, " I never saw him in 

2 A 2 
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what might be ridiculous in others, so he never refused 
to join in the laugh when it was raised at his own ex- 
pense. Parade and ceremony he held in aversion : to 
act the part of a king was to him a tiresome and odious 
task : and he would gladly burst from the trammels of 
official greatness, that he might escape to the ease and 
comfort of colloquial familiarity. 

With talents, said to be of the highest order, he joined 
an insuperable antipathy to application ; whence it hap- 
pened that, to the scanty stock of knowledge which he had 
acquired in his youthful days, he made but few additions 
in a more advanced age. He sought amusement, and 
displayed taste in planting, gardening, and building : 
sometimes solicitude for his health led him to attend 
anatomical dissections, and sometimes a spirit of curi- 
osity engaged him in chemical experiments: but the 
subject of his favourite study, if study it may be called, 
was naval architecture ; in which he had the credit, not 
only of being a proficient, but of having made some 
valuable improvements. 

Impatient of trouble, and fearful of opposition, he 
looked upon the practice of dissimulation as the grand 
secret in the art of reigning. A king, he argued, was 
surrounded by men, who made it their object, as it was 
their interest, to deceive him. His only protection con- 
sisted in the employment of the same weapon : it 'as 
necessary for him to deceive, that he might not be de- 
ceived. But Charles practised this doctrine to an extent 
which marreil his own purpose. Experience taught 
others to disbelieve him as much as lie disbelieved them. 
They distrusted his most solemn promises and assever- 
ations ; they paid no attention to his words, but studied 
his looks to ascertain his real meaning ; and the result 

" better humour, nor over knew a more agreeable conversation when he 
" was so, mul, whole lie was pleased to tie familiar, great quickness of cou- 
“ ception, gieat pleasantness of wit, with great variety of knowledge, more 
“ observation, and truer judgment of men, than one would have imagined 
" by so careless and ensj a manner as was natural to him in all he djd 
" and said lie desnecl nothing but tliAt he might be easy himself, and 
“ that everybody else should be so ” ii 419. 
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repeatedly proved that, m socking to impose on others, 
he had m reality imposed on no one but himself. 

From the commencement to the close of his reign he 
was the slave of women : but, though he tolerated their 
caprice, though he submitted to their intrigues, he was 
neither jealous nor fastidious, freely allowing to them 
that latitude of indulgence which he claimed to liini&clf 
His example in this respect exercised the most perni- 
cious influence on the morals of the higher classes of his 
subjects. His court became a school of vice, in which the 
restraints of decency were laughed to scorn ; and the 
distinctions which he lavished on his mistresses, with the 
bold front which he enabled them to put on their infamy, 
held out an encouragement to crime, and tended to sap 
in youthful breasts those principles of modesty winch 
are the best guardians of female virtue. There may 
have been other periods of our history in which immo- 
rality prevailed, hut none m which it was practised 
with more ostentation, or brought with it less disgrace. 

Of his pecuniary transactions with the king of France 
no Englishman can think without feelings of shame, or 
speak but in the language of reprobation. He may have 
attempted to justify them to his own conscience: he 
may have persuaded himself that he only took the mone\ 
of another for doing that which it was his own duty to 
perform : hut it is plain that, from the moment in which 
he became a pensioner, he ceased to be an independent 
agent. The possession or forfeiture of a considerable 
income must necessarily have had great weight m the 
deliberations of a needy and prodigal monarch. But this 
was not an age of public virtue. We shall look for it in 
vain either in the sovereign or in the patriots who op- 
posed him. Both sacrificed at the shrine of the same 
idol — their personal interest. 

It was the persuasion of Charles that his political ad- 
versaries sought the re-establishment of a commonwealth, 
theirs that he cherished designs subversive of the liber- 
ties of the subject. These jealousies, founded perhaps 
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in prejudice more than in truth, produced their natural 
effect. They led each party to the adoption of measures 
which it was not easy to justify : they provoked on the 
one side the extortion of charters, forced constructions 
of law, and unwarrantable seventy of judgment from the 
bench ; and on the other the false and factious votes of 
the house of commons, the arbitrary arrests of the indi- 
viduals called abhorrers, and the disgraceful proceedings 
arising out of the imposture of Titus Oates. As far as 
regards despotic power, whatever might have been the 
inclination of Charles, lie ceitainly was not the man to 
vnn it by force. To a prince of Ins indolent disposition, 
and attached so much to his own ease, ihe acquisition 
would not appear worth the trouble and the risk of the 
attempt. We are told bj one who knew him well, by 
Barillon, m a confidential despatch to Louis XIV., that 
“ he viewed such plans with reluctance ; that he eared 
“ not much for additional authonty ; and that in reality 
“ his wish was to live at ease, and to improve his reve- 
“ nue 

With respect to his religion, if w 7 e believe two noble 
writers who were much in Ins company, the marquess 
of Halifax and Sheffield duke of Buckingham, he was m 
fact a deist ; while others have represented him as a most 
accomplished hypocrite, who had embraced the catholi", 
worship before the restoration, and yet for five-aud- 
twenty years held himself out to his subjects as an or- 
thodox protestant. Each of these assertions is incorrect. 
Charles never abandoned the belief of Christianity, nor 
was he ever reconciled to the church of Rome before the 
eve of his death. If we compare his proceedings in con- 
sequence of the seciet treaty of 1670 with Ins subsequent 
conduct in relation to Ins brother, whom he sought, with 
the aid of the bishops, to recall within the pule of the 
establishment, and in relation to his nieces, whom he 
took from their father that they might be educated in 
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tlic protestant faith, and whom he married to protestant* 
that he might secure a succession of protestant princes, 
we shall perhaps come to the conclusion that for the 
greater part of his reign he looked o \ religion as a poli- 
tical question, and cared little to which of the two 
churches he might belong It is true that afterwards, 
in 1GH3, he gave to the subject more attentive delibera- 
tion*; yet even then he did no more than deliberate, and 
never came to a decision till he learned fioni his physi- 
cian* that in a few hours he would cease to live. 

In conclusion it. may he proper 1o remark that during 
his reign the arts improved, trade met with encourage- 
ment, and the wealth and oomfoits of the people in- 
creased. To this nourishing state of the nation we must 
atti ibute the acknowledged fact, tint, whatever were the 
personal failings or vices of the king, he never forfeited 
the love of lus subjects. Men are always read} to idolize 
the sovereign under whose sway they feel themselves 
happy. 

Charles left no issue by his queen, Catherine of 
Portugal. Of lus illegitimate children he acknow- 
ledged James duke of Monmouth, bv Lucy Walters; 
Charlotte countess of Ya: mouth, by Lady Shannon; 
Charles duke of Southampton, Henry duke of Grafton, 
George duke of Northumberland, and Charlotte countess 
of Lichfield, by the duchess of Cleveland; Charles duke 
of St. Albans, by Eleanor Gwyn; Charles duke of 
Richmond, by the duchess of Portsmouth ; and Mary 
countess of Derwentwater, by Mary Davies. 


* James (Memoirs), i 7 "*j 
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Notk (A), Page 34. 

The letters patent by which Louis XIV. grants the 
domain of Aubigni to Mademoiselle de Querouaille , 
and after her to one of the illegitimate sons of Charles 
//., to be named by that prince. 

Louis, par la grace de dicu roi de France et de Na- 
varre, a tous presens et a venir, salut. La terre d’Au- 
bigm-sur-Nicre, dans notre province de Bern, ayant 
etc donnee des l’annee 1 422, par le roi Charles VII. , Tun 
de nos predccesseurs, a Jean Stuart, comme une marque 
ties grands et considerables services qu’il avoit rendus 
dans la guerre a ce roi et sa couronne, et cette donation 
ayant el c aecompagnce de condition que laditc terre 
d’Aubigm passeroit de male en male a tous les descend-' 
ans dudit Jean Stuart, avec reversion ;\ notre couronne 
lorsque la branclie masculine qui seroil venue de lui se- 
roit 6teinte, ce cas port6 par lesdites lettres de donation 
est arrive l’annGe derniere, par la mort de notre cousin 
le due de Richemont, dernier de la ligne masculine dudil 
Jean Stuart. Mais, pareeque cette terre a\ant etc, du- 
rant tant d’annees, dans une maison qui avoit l’lionneur 
d’appartemr de si pres a notre trcs-cher et tres-aime 
frere le roi de la Grande-Bretagnc,ledit Roi nous auroit 
luit temoigner qu’il seroit bien aisc qu’a cette consider- 
ation nous voulussions bien la faire passer a une per- 
sonne qu’il affectionneroit, et rentrer apres elle dans une 
maison qiu fut encore unit* par le sang a la sienne ; qu’a 
ce sujet ll nous auroit fait requerir que nous voulussions 
bien accovder nos lettres de donation de ladite terre d' Au- 
bigni-sur-Niere a la dame . . . . de Kcrouel, duchesse de 
Portsmouth, pour passer apres sa mort a tel des enfans 
naturels de notre frere le roi de la Grande-Bretagne qu’il 

2 n 



3fi2 


NOTES. 


voudra nommcr, sous les mOmes clauses et conditions 
que la meme terre fut premicrement donn^e par lc Roi 
Charles VII. on 1422 au susdit Jean Stuart, et que la- 
dite terre £tant pass6e a t el fils naturcl dud it Roi de la 
Grande-Bretagne qu’il aura voulu noramer, elle demeure 
audit fils naturel, ct a, ses descendans de mSle en male, 
avec droit de reversion a not re couronne, au ddfaut d’en- 
fans males ct par l’extinction de la ligne masculine, qui 
seroit sortie de lui. Comme nous embrassons avec plai- 
sir les occasious qui se presentent de donner a notre dit 
frere le roi de la Grande-Bretagne dcs marques de notre 
amitie et de l’extreme consideration que nous avons pour 
ce qu’il desire, et que nous avons aussi bien agrfable 

S u’unc terre qui 6t,oit demeur6e durant tant d'ann^es 
ans une maison si lllustre, rctournc en quelque sort ri 
son origine en passant un jour entre les mains d’un fils 
naturel de notre dit frere, nous avons bien voulu dis- 
poser de ladite terre d’ Aubigni en la manure que nous 
avons etc requis par notre susdit frere le roi de la 
Grande-Bretagne. 

A ees causes, savoir faisons que de notre grace spe- 
ciale, pleine puissance, et autorit6 royale, nous avons a 
ladite dame . . . . de Kerouel, duches^e de Portsmouth, 
ft apres elle ii celui des fils naturels de notre dit ft ere le 
roi de la Grande-Bretagne qu’il nommera, et aux de- 
scendans males en ligne direete drnlit fils naturel, donne, 
cede, transport^, et delaissd, donnons, cedons, trans- 
portons, et d^laissons par ecs prosentes signees de noire 
main, le fonds et propriety de la terre d’ Aubigni, avec 
tous et un ciiacun ses droits, appartenances et depend- 
ences, pour en jouir et user par ladite ducliesse, et aprfis 
son deces celui des fils naturels dudit roi de la Grande- 
Bretagne qu’il nommera, et les descendans mdles en droit 
ligne dudit fils naturel, comme de leur propre chose et 
loyale aequet, tout ainsi que nous ferions, sans aucune 
chose en retener et reserver a nous et a nos successeurs 
rois, que les foi et liom mage, ressort et souverainet6, a 
condition toutefois que ladite terre d‘ Aubigni, avec ses ap- 
partenances et dependances, retournera a notre domaine 
au defaut des males descendans en droite ligne du fils 
naturel qui am*a etc nomm£ par le susdit roi de la 
Grande-Bretagne. 
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Si donnons en mandement a nos ames et fcuux les 
gens tenant notre cour do Parlement et ohambre de nos 
comptcs a Pans, que ces presentes lettrcs de don ils les 
aient, a enrcgistrer, et du eontenu en icelles faire jouir 
et user pleinenient, paisiblement et a toujours ladite 
dame . . . . de Kerouel, duchesse de Portsmouth, et apres 
elle le fds n at or el que ledit roi de la Grande- Bretagne 
nommera, et les descendans males en droite ligne dud it 
fils nature!, cessant et iaisant cesser tons troubles et 
empeehemens a ce con trains. 

(Jar tel est notre plaisir: et afin que ce soil chose 
ferme et stable a toujours, nous avons fait mettre notre 
sceau a eesdites presentes, sauf en autre chose notre 
droit et l'autrui en toutes. Donnl a Saint-Germain -en- 
Laye, au mois de Dcoembre, l’an de grace 1073, ot de 
notre regne le trent-umcme. 

[This note and the last in volume XI. are extracts from 
Les (Euvres de Louis XIV.] 

Note (B), Page 181. 

On Feb. 11, 1679, Oates, and on Feb. 15, Bedloc, de- 
livered in accounts of the expenses incurred by them 
“ on occasion of the service of Ins majesty and the 
“ kingdom.” It is impossible to read them without 
admiring the effrontery of these men. Oates, an ac- 
knowledged pauper, had the face to insert the following 
charges. “ Item , for a watch to present to the arch- 
“ bishop of Tuam when at Madrid, 8/. 10s.— Item, for 
“ gloves and knives to present to the rector of St. 
“ Omers, 21. Is.— Item, for books which the jesuits had 
“ of me, 40/. — Money owed to me by the jesuits, 80/-- 
“ Item , my manuscript of the Alexandrian version of the 
11 Septuagint, which I gave them, 50/. — Item , for my 
“ expenses from the 17th of June to February 8, 336t. 
“ KjA*.” Making with several other charges the sum of 
678/. 12.9. 6a'. Bedloe’s account is equally curious, hut 
more moderate. It amounts only to 213/.— See Brief 
History, iii. 121—124. 
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